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DEDICATION. 



TO MRS. CATHARINE GARBETXSON. 

Madam, — To whom can I so appropriately dedicate 
this account of one endeared to you by so many ties, as 
to yourself, who for so long a time knew and appreciated 
his worth, enjoyed Ms society, and now so sincerely mourn 
yoar loss 1 May that benignant Being, who so mercifully 
sapported and- directed your late excellent and venerable 
husband through a long life, and finally* gave him such a 
complete vioCory over death, spread around you the wing 
of his mercy, and safely conduct you to ''glory and 
immortality." 

With Christian affection, 

I am your humble servant, 

Nathan Bangs. 

Xew^Yorlc, August \y\S2^, » 
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PREFACE. 

Very soon After the death 6f Mr. Garrettson it was 
made known to me by the bereaved widow^ that he had 
expressed a desire that herself and daughter and myself 
should take the charge of his papers, and make such la. . 
disposition of them as we might consider to be fit and 
right. 

After taking a cnrsory survey of them, it was resolved 
that Mrs. Garrettson and her daughter should first examine 
them, make sQch alterations or emendations as they might 
Uimk expedient, and transmit them to me to be prepared 
for publication in the manner I might judge most suitable, 
and proper. 

Wh^ver rehictance I might fe^l to undertake a task 
so delicate, I could not refuse to comply with a request 
coming fropti one to whom I felt myself under many obli- 
gitkms for numerous tokens of bis ii-iendship, backed as 
* it w^ by ^ wishes of bis bereaved widow and daughter, 
tni more ei|pecial]y as he had, previously to his death, 
frequently suggested the same thmg to me. 

It is gei^rally known that Mr. Garrettson published an 
acGountof his experience and travels in the year 1791. Thi? 
account embraces a period of abodl thirty-n^je^s of his 
natural life, and sixteen of his spiritual pilgrimage. To this 
printed journal he had i^p]>ended several manuscript iH>te0. 
These, which appear to have been vrritten neai' the close 
of iHf life, give a mere detailed account o^ some pf the 
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incidents glanced at in his printed joiumal. They have 
been carefiilly examined, and such parts of them as were 
considered most important, either to throw additional light 
on his history, or to make the incidents more interestii% 
and useful, have been inoorpetated in the present memohr. 

The original maniiior^>t j<NurnaI of his Iravels in Nofa 
Scotia, and in soma pans of the United StiUes after his 
i^tum from that pfoTince, was likewise consolted, and 
collated with the printed journal as fiur as it extended, 
with some letters from his friends in that connlry , his cor- 
respcmdence with Mif. Wesley, Dr. Coke, Mr. Asbuvy, 
and others* together with some anecdotes fomished by his 
pious daugt^er. From these documents several eirtraiQts 
have been made, sMua entire letters inserted, and after 
collating his printed and i^^anuscript journals^ it was fousSd 
expedient, in order to make the narrative the more com^ 
plete, to weave the two together. 

During some jpesiods of hia life, ib* Gai^ettscmr, it np^ 
pectfSi either made no^r^eetdof ^ exercises aad labours, 
or did not {Reserve it. Tb^se^ohasms have been frIM 
up either from the reoofcb of Ife churcli^ from in£^ma- 
tioa frimished by a «Mibe« of the bimlji or from my own 
recoUecUoa. * - ^ * i 

In giving an^ aeceuniof his eariy e^perienee, and som^ 
of the first years of ius labours in te^^mimstry of recoiir 
ciliation/' I thoui^ it meet adTisah|i to five it diiflfly i« 
bi3 own words* as thefo^ the gi«itn& seatioents of hi« 
hea^t, the exerrisas of Ms suodp and the bl««ng of .<3o4 
upon his lafaouBSi wonid be the«wre acenraidy and ftrci* 
bly expsessed^-^HPeserrhq; tomyseU^ faQwerer, the privilege 
of adding a word or sen^enee to make the sense dearer^ 
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««d sulMiiiti^Dg oae wmi: bt mttotiier, uritbout eitber 
dtomg tlie meanhig or cbuiging the stj/ie. 
:>FraB ^ BKmtfa of MnsDch, 1€S4, to June, l^S, k^ 
iopt ft very regiiiaf aceeofil^ of Ui» m&mier ki yufhrxk he 
eaptejped iiiB time. Tlmt tlie reader night «ee the ittfht- 
ence cif pure rdigion on the heart and oondnot of a man 
«iio imd bem finr m many jwars de^^oled to the fierrke of 
6ed, and who expected ^ soon to appear in the presence 
6lhis Judge, I hahre marie <^pio9iS'extrafn8 frdin this part 
of his joBmal ; and I hitiiilil^ trust that they will tend to 
slake that religion which shone so steadily and brightly 
m theS^ of Mr. Oarrettson, Appear above all other things 
^ nK»t desiraUe and necessary. 

For the account of his remaining days, of hia last sick- 
sess, and of his death, I am indebted partly to informa- 
tion received from Mrs. GNirrettson and other friends who 
attended him in those sderaa moments, and partly to 
Bij own knowledge. 

These are the materials from which the following me- 
mehr has been compiled. It has been my endeavour to 
finrnif^ the reader with a fruthfol narration of the inci- 
dents <^.his life, and of the various transactions in which 
he was engaged, as well as to exhibit an exact pdrtraiturc 
of Mr. Garrettson both in his pri?ate exercises and public 
labours. Though the critical reader will doubUess disco- 
Ter many defects, it is hoped not more than may find a 
reasonal^e apology from the circumstances under which 
I have performed my task. Other duties have had an 
imperious claim on my time and att^tion, and necessa- 
Tfly prevented my bestowing that labour on the work which 
otherlvise I might have done. 
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I have only to say in eondusion, tbtt should the reader 
iind his faith in God confirmed, his lo? e to Him and desire 
to be more enturely devoted to His service increased by 
reading this narratioB of the many instaaces of the dis^ 
plays of Divine jtfovideBce and grace in behalf of a fellow 
being, — as I cannot bat think will be the case, — ^he will 
add another testimony in fiivour of the utility of Christian 
biography I and the writer will feel that he has <'oot 
laboured in vain, nor spent his strength for nattght/' in 
fumifi^ing to the surviving friends of Mr. Garrettson, and 
to the church generally, Uiis imperfect account of his 
experience and labours, and of his triumphant entry into 
the world of spirits. N. fiANGs. 

iVoD-Fw*, Atigutt 1, 1820. 
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IN*EaQBI?CTiQN. 

Mb. Garrettson was among the earnest Methodii^t 
preacbers that were raised up in America. Being active 
and zealous from the commencement of hi? ministi^rijil 
career, his fife aR4 labours are intimately connected with 
the rise and progress of Methodism in this <^un try, and his 
mam€ will therefin'e ev^r be associated with those s^lf deny- 
iq|men who were instrumental in beginning ^pd'carrying 
f(9irard that blessed work of God which has since spread 
sataptdly and extensively over this continent. On this 
accomtt, it may not be amiss to introduqe him to the notice 
<fAe reader by a sketch of the commencement of the work 
m (bis country. 

The first Methodist society in Amepca was formed i^ the 
dty of New- York, in.the ye^r 1766, by a fcw emigrants from 
b^and. About the same time, however, that ^r. Philip 
Bbbury and his associate? were laying the foupSatipn for 
fla^permanentgood in this city, a similar society was^prmed 
a^rederick cotmty, Maryhmd, through the insti;uQi^n(aIity 
of Mh Strawbridge, imoiher local preacher from Ireland. 

Those obscure emigrant?, having been connected with 
the Methodists in thejr own country, and having tasted 
of tSe comforts pf rieligipq, not finding on their arrival 
here spiritual associates with whom they could ''ta{ce sweet 
connsey were induced to a93fiml>le by themselves in ^ 
private room. Here, by the ^arne^t entrea^es of Mrs. 
BWfe^, a j[nous matron, Mr. ISmbury very re)tictii^^y com- 
menced preaching the doctrines of tHe gospel a;s t^Uj^t 
by iShe Kev. Jobn Wes^r, and God blessed hia labours. 
Stole, hjSSde&, have denqmins^ted Captain ^Webb the 
&«mdlnr of Methodisi^fi in America. 1ph\^ J believe to 
Ka mistake. Though he might h^ve been ihl^bfierica 
before Mr. Embury and bis associates arrived, "^J^bave 
ab authentic account of his preaching, much less of hi5 
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attempting to form a society, until after Mr. Embury began 
in New- York. To ascertain the irvAh in respect to wb^n 
this honour belongs, the writer.took much pains some years 
since by con^i%sing with several of the aged membm of 
the society^ all of whom have since beeii called to their 
reward in heaven, who distinctly remepibered the first rise 
of the society, and took a grateful delight in rehearsiog 
the circumstances attending its formation and progress. 

But though Capt. Webb, who was a converted soldier 
attached to the British army, which was at that time sta- 
tioned in Albany, may not be considered the founder of 
Methodism in this country, he was one of its most zealous 
and successful promoters. Hearing of the society in New- 
York, and of the difficulties with which they had to coa- 
tend, he came to their assistance, introduced himself to 
Mr. Embury, and appeared before the i^sembly in his 
military costume ^s a preacher of righteousness. To be- 
hold a military officer in the character of an ambasss^dpr 
of Jesus Chnei was a matter of no small surprise to the 
citizens who attended the meetings : but when they heard 
his addresses in the name of his divine Master, coming, 
as they did, warm from a heart inflamed with the love of 
God, their curiosity was exchanged for a conviction of the 
truth, and a surrender of the heart to God. 

In consequence of an increased attention to the word 
preached by Mr. Embury, and Capt. Webb, the room in 
which they assembled became too small. They therefore 
hired a rigging loft in William-street which they fitted v^ 
for a i^ace of worship. Here they continued for a time 
to build " each other up in their most hdy faith.'' While 
Mr. Embury remained in the city, working with his bands 
for a living, and preaching to the people on sabbath, at- 
tending prayer meetings, &c, Capt. Webb made excursipfls 
upon Long Island, where he preached Jesus Christ unto 
the people with peculiar energy and effect. 

It was not long, however, before the rigging loll i" 
William-street was found too small to accomn^odate all 

Digitized by Google 



mTROD0CTlON. 7 

wUo wished to asemble with them. To remedy this in- 
coor^ience, they began to think seriously about building 
& ehapel. To this undertaking, however, there were many 
difficulties. The nmmbers of the society were mostly 
poor, few in number, «nd but little known among the 
wetlUiy and iniuential portk)n of the Citizens. Bein^ 
ettcraraged, however, by the exhortations of Mrs. Efick, 
a woman ofdeep pi«^y and gfeat intrepidity of mind; they 
mide an eibrt to erect a* house for the Lord. Meeting 
witii more favour than they had anticipated, they finally 
succeeded in porchasiing some lots in John-street, on which 
tiiey builta house, 60 feet by 42, in the year 1766, calling it, 
in honour of the founder of Methodism, Wesley Chai»el. 
Wl»ie this house was in progress, T. T., in behalf of the 
society, addrei^ed the following letter to Mr. Wesley : 

" New-York, 11th April, 1768. 

" Rby. ajxd VEitY DKiit SIR, — I intended writing to yott 
ks sevend wedcspast ; Init a few of us had & very material 
tnnniclioii in view. *I therefore poeftpontifd writing, until 
I flcmM give you a^rti^ukr account thereof: this was the 
porebasing of ground for buildiag a preachteg house upon, 
whidi, by the biesling of God, we have now concluded. 
But before I {^oceed, I shall give you a short account of 
the state of reiigfoh in this city. By the best intelligence 
I can coikct, there was little ^ther of the form or power 
of it, untU Mr. White^M came over thirty years ago; and 
ei^n airier his fo'st and second visits, there appe^^d but 
litde ^ttit of his hiboot^. But durkig his visit fourteen or 
fifteen years ago, there was a considerable' shikipg atiaong 
the d^ bones. Divers were savingly converted ; and titfe 
wnk was much ioeveased in his hkst journey about fourteen 
ywrs n&ce, when^ his weirds were really' like a hammer 
aa3f tike a fire. Moet part of the adults were stirred ^^: 
gi'eat numbers pricked to ^e heart, and by a judgment of 
cbirity, several fousd peace and joy in beHc^g. The 
cmneqtienQa elf this wo^k was, chmchfs were ^owded, 
and subseriptions raised for buihlihg new ones. Mr. 
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Whiiefield's ^^upie proroked mm of the mtuisUm to a 
much grsater degtM of tmtMmtmBi Asd by the nuiki- 
Uidos of -pMple, old tod j^ttog, mh umd poor, flockiBg t9 
the chuKGlMB,'wIifion becime an teK>wrahle (HrofewioB. 
There was oow ao oattvavd eroes to he taken \rp theraiB. 
Nay, a person who conld not apeak drndt the grace of 
Ood, and the new birth, was esteemed unfit lor gentnei 
oompaoy. But in awhile, instead of ptesmgforwafd^ and 
growinf in grace, (as he OKkorled them,) the geaerdity 
wore i^eadiqg fer the remains of sin, and the necessity t»f 
being in darkness. They esteemed their opinions as tke 
very essentials of Christianity, and regarded not holiness 
eitlier of kei»t or life. 

'* The absNre ai^ars to me to be a gannine aooonnt i^ths 
state oCieUgien in New^York e^htesn mcmths ago^ wfaao 
it pleased God to rouseiip Mr. Embury to employ his talent 
(which lor setecal year» had been bkl as it were in a 
napkin) by eaUhig sinners to rsfentance, and exhorting 
beUerers to Jet ibeir Jight ahine before men. He nipokm mt 
&st only ia Jiis own house. A few were socm cuU e iti d 
together and joUied into a little aociety» ehie% hsi own 
oountrymeO) Irish Germans. In about three mon^s ater^ 
brother White and brother Souse ftom Dui>Un, joined 
them. They then rented an empty room in .their neigh- 
bonrhoed, which was in tlie most infiunous street in the 
city, adjoining the hnrraeks^ For aame time few thought 
it worth their while tohear s hut God so ordered it by his 
prorideooe, jyhsi about feurteen roonUis ngo captain Webb, 
barrack maetear at Albany, (wfco was tutiferted tinrce years 
sincQ. at Bristol,) found them ontv and preached in his 
r^^entals. The fboveky of a man preaohing in a acariei 
coat, soon brought greater numhers tohear than the room 
could eeotain. But his doctrinea were qute i»w to the 
hea«ers$ fer he toM them paint Uank, 'ibat ail Hm 
knowledge and relqrkm were not unotik a rush^ mdesB their 
sins wete feigiwi» and they had '' tim wiiaass ttf God's 
Spirit wiih theirs, that tfaey were the chfldr^ of God/' ' 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



INTftOBWnON. 



r^d stnagft doetrkM, iHdi aoaiQ pecoUarities in bis 
pniBiit/iiwiiiii bia Md* mkm notice of; tnd dW^od the 
IMe floeietj t» faK^ eat &r a larger house ta pteaeh In. 
Tfai^ 80aa imid aiihee that had been built kn a r^rgiog 
boMse^'M feiM in lei^ and IS in breadUi. 

^^Aboat tills period Mr. W^kb, whose wife's relations 
iiMal JsoMaea, Long Uand, took a boose in that neigh* 
boirbood, and b^m to preaeh in bis own house, and 
serene ^bev places on Long island. Wftbis six months, 
alost twenty-^four pensons recetiped justifying grace, nearly 
htif of tbeoi wbkes,-— tfae rest negroes. While Mr. Webb 
w» (to borrow his own phnse) ' felling trees on Long 
Isbndy' iNrotfaer Embury was exhorting aU whs attended 
ooTltursday evenings, and Sundays, morning and erening, 
atthe r^ing bouse to flse iioa the wrath to come. His 
Imhn i>egan to increase, and some gare heed to hie 
report, about thr tinie.the graoiaos proindence of God 
itoeibt me safe to New*York, after a very favourable 
Ittmge of six weeks from Plymouth. It was the 2SCh day 
of October last/ when I arrived, r c o onw iimded to a person 
for lodging ; I inquired of my host (who was a very rdi- 
gkna iman) if any Methodists were in New- York ; he 
answered, that there -wu one Captaia Webbt a strange sort 
oftmui, who lived mi Long Island, and who sometiacies 
preached at ohe Embury's, at tiie rigging iNHtse. In a few 
days I feond out Anbury. I soon femad of What spirit be 
was, and that he was personally acquaitt^ with you and 
your doctrines, and that be had been a helper in Ireland. 
He Imd formed two classes, one of the men and the other 
of the women, but had never met the society apM froih 
tbexongregatton, althougb there were six or seven men, 
w^s many women, who4ad a etoar sense <^ their ac- 
cepRice in the Bdoved. 

JflTon will not wonder at my beingagreeably surprised in 
QMwng with a few here, who have been and desire again 
to 6e in connexion with you* God only knows the weight 
2* 
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:6?««io«e I l^Lotidmi, mf lotd Ins Ue»t«MMi,«id 
I haT# Ibiu^ a dmm Mmmi m M^ luMjirni #«» ail 
near and dear %0 mm, and 1 madi#- a »w eofettam idih 
p^y ^k>d, iHni I would g0 lo Itie mmoBtfiMB^t^ ^Ytfa, 
pi9rided he wwM turn u^ iwfM|>i8v mik wh>m I m i glit 
joitt ia bi<i piaiiei On.tiw i^peat daapl finmul a tiwe 
eormwt d«8ife to be oiulad with tiia paoffe af Cbd ^an 
afCfbefiMW. I awtda a raaahnion tkaafiod'apcepiaalwii 
be mj people, aad tMr God nf fiod : attd Ueflskia holy 
]ai9ne> I have moe oxpenaaoed more heafl&k h ap t aa ai i 
Xhm ever Ithoaghikpoaattiaiohaffe oo thiaflub eteafty* 
All anKioiie care about OHt^doar mfe aodohHdfoft k lafcen 
avray. I eaimol amal'thofliy but I dai^ and faourty ooo^ 
mend tb^a to God in prayor, aad I know he hem lay 
IHrayera, 1^ an asewer of kfve in mf heart* l&md power 
daily to devole myaeif mito him ) and i find po«ret aba to 
oiweofne sio. If any iwoaakiesa at all affects n»» it is 
/ iioeawM I can epaak aoHltle of oo good a God* 

'^Mr. Einbiury lairiy haoieesnHHeaoaloua thanefiarinoriy ; 
the i(bott8e<iiionee of ivMah i»^ that he m- mote lively in 
proaehit^ ; and hia.|ifta aa v^ as giaww aco nsoohtia- 
c^Hied. QimtiKimbanel'MnQii8pecaoafi08Biea»iieitf 
God^a Nfotii aa ft>r their iiaoe ; aid thair stimheia inereased 
so fiiit, thai our hooM fin ail wodnpast woold not cofi" 
tain half the ptoapie^ 

'^ Wo hadaomo aonanhiaiona how to remedj this ineoo- 
veoieno^ and Mr. Embmy pM^medfentiiig aamatllotaf 
gropid &a twenty-ono y»aiB, and to oxert o«r stnoet en- 
deavour to build ft wo«do&tab«maal6; a pioee of grooi^ 
iraa prqpoeed; the fKmnd tent was agreed for, an^ibe 
lease was to be executed in a few days. We, howiaver, 
in the mean time, ba4 two aavaral days for foiting|yd 
pdrayer^ for the difeotion.of God md hb faiesiing outer 
proceedings ; and providence opened such a door as we 
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a»l MH»mft hemrer, Ikdttgfi not join^ in society, aot 
pfkg «fif tkiiig towtrd ^t^ hovtse, offered ten potmtls 
t$^f ft let ^rf* fi^Mid, weM of his o^fni aeeerd to & Itdy. 
wto bid tiRK> lots le 9^1 en one^ef wliich there h a house 
thftt tcMs iH* «^%i6eii pouttdsfer airamn. He fbtriid the 
purchase money of the two lots was six hundfed pounds, 
tifckh^slvo was wiHnig should retiain 4n the purchasers' 
fmse^sm, on good seeuyityi We called once more on 
M br hkdivsetion, and resolved to purchase the whole. 
llMHre tre eiglKI of us who are joint purchasers : among 
idtom Mr* Webb and Mr. Lupton are men of property. I 
Wis detfenmned the house should be on the same footing 
ttUte elphan ^use at f^eu^Oaste^ and others in Eng- 
M: but as'viie wove igMOratotliow^ draw the deeds, we 
p w t teae d 4br u8aado«irbeke,«Milaoopyof thewriting 
issBBios tern SaglsBd, which we dedio may be sent by 
tbs &st oppoflonky. 

^ieftffo we began to tdk of building, the denl and his 
eUUren were very peucoaMe : but mce tbis aflkir took 
phee mapy minialers baro eurosd us in Uie name of the 
lad, and laboured with all their m^fht to si^ then* con- 
gnpiUaus from msistiag «Si But He that s^tteth in the 
fai^e8tbui^^tbemto«$OfB. Many bate broken thn^gh 
Mrigifun^ieirfirieiidlfaBsiWwiee. Wehavecdieotedabore 
ODe hundred pounds aaiire than our own contributions ; 
tBd hare reason to bepe in tbi whole we shall have two 
bm^red pounds : but the house will cost us four hundred 
pounds mere, so that m^ess God is pleased to raise up 
^i^idsweidiallyetbeataloss. I believe Mr. Wd»b and 
Mr. Luptoa will bonow or advance two hundred pounds, 
rttbsr iban the baildii^ should not go Ibrward ;. but the 
interest of money here is a great burden-— being seven per 
^nt Some of oar brelltfen proposed writing to you fbi 
tcoUection m Enf^aad : but I was averse to this, as i weil^ 
know our friends there are overburdened already. Yet 
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sahto I w<nild earne^y btg: if yott would iotimftie our 
cix^umstuices to particular persona of abiU^, perhi^ Qad 
would opeo their hearts to aasaist this tii&iit Boci^f, And 
contribute to the first proaobiBglioiwe on the ori(iii^ Me- 
thodist pha in all Amerioat (exc^og Mr. Whiteftdd's 
orphan house in Georgia ;) but I shuU write no mofe on 
this^ subject. 

^' There is another point far more maleriid, and in 
which I must importune your assifltonce, n^ only in my 
own name, but also in the name of the whole aoeiely. We 
want an able and experienced preached; one who has both 
gifts and grace necessary for the work. £N>d has not, 
indeed despised the day of small things. There is a real 
work of grace begun in many hearts, by the preaching of 
Mr. Webb and Mr. Embiiry.; but although they are both 
useful) and their heartsin the work^they want many ^ptafifi- 
cations for such an ttndertakti^;miid'lhe progress of the gos- 
pel here depends much upon the qualifications ofpr^fcohers. 

'* In regard to a prea^^r^ if posstUe we mttsi Imye a 
man of wisdom, of sound faith, and a good diefplfnarian : 
one whose heart and soul, are in the.wMic; and I dou^ 
not but by the goodn^as of 6od sueh a flame will be sooo 
kindled as woudd nerar stop until it reached the gteat 
South/sea. We may malse xmny shifts to evade temporal 
inconveniences ; but we eaowH pnrcharo such a pr^usher 
as I have described. .Dear sir, I entreat you for the good 
of thousands, to use your utmost endeavours to send one 
over. I would advise him to take ship^nng at Boston, 
Liverpod, or IMriin, in the month <^ July or early in 
August ; by embarking at this season he wiH have fine 
\veaiher in his passage, and probably arrive here in the 
month of September. He i^ll see before winter what 
progress the gospel has made. 

^* With ref^ctto money for the payment of the. preacb- 
.^ er's passage over, if ^ley could hot procure it, we w(JuM 
sell our coats and slmts to procure it for them. 
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''Imm uMBtAj tMg wmiM i n in yaor |a^r«f, mti 
tEi8i ym Md BMUy of mt kmdmm, wtU aM ftifsl the 
choMfa in Ihii wUdameflik 

^' I r^aam Willi mmw&ml D t m t Rer. and 4Mf m, 

*^ YMr vetj ■ffaiifioiMtft kroUMf and flertaat, 

la answer to the eaniest request contained in this letter, 
Mr. Wesley sent over Messrs. Boardman and Pilmoor, and 
^50 sterliog, as a *' token of brotherly lo?e." They were 
cc^ally received by the people here, and soon moch en- 
coaraged in their work, as the IfoUowing lettei from Mr. 
Piknoor will fully show ; 

*«Pliaack!phU, Oct. SI, 1709. 

^Km. •ni)-'*]^ the bkaaiBg e( Qod wb ue safety 
anwed h9f, altar a % i 4ian i pagaage^aine waeki. We 
were not a Ktde aw priie d to &Mi Capl. Webb in lofWD^ 
aad a society xji^baat one handr^ wembara* who desire 
to be in ^loae cMBexion wiHi you. < Tlib in the Lord's 
doing, aad it ia mmmiikim in o«r ayea.' 

^'I hafe preaabed aateial timas» and Ibe peopla flook 
ta.be«r in mohiiBdea. fitanda y avaning I ivant oot npon 
thaeomawB. I bad the stage qi p ab Hsd fey tbe hofse race 
&r my pvlpk, aad I ^nk between finir and fife thMMnd 
betters,, who baatd wilh atl^rtkni aiai at night. Blessed 
be Ctod for «ald ptaaebtfig. When I began to talk of 
preaching at five e'^eck in tbe aMrning, tiro pe^a 
thoagbt il would nol answer in America : howevw, I re* 
solved to try, and I bad a very good congregation. 

** U»n aeaans to be a great and eflfecloal door opening 
in this eeMtry, and I hope many souls will be gathered 
in. Tbe people m general like te bear tbe wwdi and seem 
to have ideas of salvatioai by gface.'^ 

AHat eentifii^ a abort time in Pl^adelpbia, Wr. 
Pttneer aiade mt etemaiett «0 Maryland, where be found 
Ht. Strawhtidge> ^nd prMcted whb aotne success. He 
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likewise vieiied some ptHBof Virgima and North CMolint : 
and witnesBtng the happy ^fhets of his lahotrs h& the 
awakening of sinners, he formed some societies. Ib li) 
places which he visited* he fott&d people eager to he»r the 
wordy and kind to those who came to preach it. / Fita 
hence he returned to Philadelphia, and soon came to New- 
York, while Mr. Boardman went to Philadelphia ; thus 
commencing, in the early stage of their labours, a regular 
change from place to place. The society in NeW^Yo^k, 
under the labours of Mr. Embury and Capt. Webb, was 
in a flourishing state on the arrival of Mr. Boardman, 
whose godly simplicity and evangelical preaching were 
made a peculiar blessing to many^ In this prosperoas 
state of the society, Mr. Pilmoor entered npon his charge 
over them. As he thought it most prudent to make a -feir 
trial before he transmitted Jus aeeouHt of the state of thiip 
to Mr. Wesley, he deferred writMig until April 24, IITO, 
on which day he wrote tte following letter '.-^ 

*' Our house contains abovt seventeen hundred hearen. 
About a third part of those who attend gat in ; the re$t are 
glad to hear without. . Thore appears sueh a wi^ngn^s 
in the Americans to hear the word, as I never saw hefiire. 
They have no preaching in some of the back settl e m entg. 
I doubt not bat an effectual door will be opened;«iB0iig 
them 1 O ! may the Most High now give his Son the hea- 
then for his inheritance. The number of the hiaoka that 
attend the preaching a^Satts (ne nuoh." 

From these representations of the state and dispo^iitn 
of the people in America, Mr. Wesley was induced to 
concert measures to send them over more labourers. Ac- 
cordingly the next year^ 1771, Mr. Fi^meis Aebury ^nH 
Mr. Richard Wright, who volunteered their servicee, were 
dismissed under the blessing of God for the help ^ their 
brethren in America. They set sail froitt Bnalol, 8(^>t. 2 
1771, and landed in Philadelphia the'84thof Oct^foUAW^ 
They were received with' great cordiality, ** the people 
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hiMr4iy kaowmx," gays Mf. AtNy y» "how to ahoir their 
love jNifficioQtly> biddiof «s wdeonie with fave&ft atee- 
tMMii and roeoiTkig ue is the angd« <tf Qod." 

A^oordii^ to a notice io Mn Asbvarj's Joamal, r^ m, 
p. 109, it .appears that when he arrired in this eoastry, he 
found three hoiidfed Methodtfts ib New-York, two him* 
(lr«d and fifty in Philadel|^ia, and a few in New^Jersey, 
{Nt#«b]y in s^ about six hundred. Those in llarylaiid do 
QOta^ar to be included in this nomher. Oa the arrivid 
of Mr. Asbnry, he i^ery ptoperiy judged that they oonM 
QQI exj^ect a general ^read of the work of Qod, unless 
th^ extended. theamelves into the coiurtry towns and 
viHages. He aceordii^^ led the wi^, by whicb the pies- 
po^ of usefiifaiess openiMl befi>re them in every direction. 

By the faith&l exertions of Mr. Asbury and those who 
mce MBoeiated with him, the work of God extended 
UDQDg the pe^e, and it was soon perceived that more 
help was much needed to simply the calls of the pee^. 
Indeed the pfK)^e in many places, paiticulaily in the 
middle and southern provinces — for so these Unked States 
werethen calted, being a part of %\^ foitish donunimis-** 
were but poody su^^ied with the word and ordinance of 
Chdfit, apd pure religion was geaefftlly at a very low ebb. 
A taste lor experimental religion had, it is true, been 
created in seme hearts, by the powerful preaching of the 
celebrated Wbitefield, who, some time previously to the 
arrival of the Mi^odist missionaries, had travelled through 
the country, and preached with his usual zeal and success. 
The fidds, however, at this time, *^ were ripe for the har- 
vest;" and a faithful account of the state of afihirs here 
19^ transuMtted to Mr. Wesley, in 1*3^3 Mesnrs. Thomas 
ftankin and^Geoife Shadferd vdnnteered their services 
^ c^e over to the continent: and the following year 
Messrs. James Dempster and Martin Rodda were added to 
UienuBiber« 

To Mr. Rankin Mr. Wesley committed the general 
snperintendency of the work, and he called the first regn 
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lar eottferenee in the eMj «f Mftlid«^hi^ m tbe montf) 
of Jane, ltV3/^ At iMs omii^rftiice ikere wete retOHfed 
on the miautes !#ir«v«ttiiig pi^aehers, «iid f m members 
of tfooieljF. Profii 4he priated mlfitttM ef Hm eoo^tftme 
ftr VfH, k appeftrs fhefe wete 14 preaeheri m%o eem- 
menaecl thett itiaertm labottte in A^m^rieii, vl*. WSSkm 
Watters^ AbitUiam W)ilieiM«4i| losep^i Yeatbry,' PMip 
Qatd^ FkHii^ Ebert, Wmkm Duke, John Wade^ Thaml 
Rul^ Edward Dnimg^, Isaae Re^Hns, Robert Littdeif , 
Sanuel Spragg, A^^lwd Webster, Jeha Kmg ; »d Ikee 
Ei^iBb pfeaehere, tiz. TfaomaB BaAkfn, fiVaneisr Aeboi^i 
and George Sbcc^d. Themmibeniiii'seeieljr^syMf 
woitaOTS. Mr.Boai>dinaB,whow«iaiiiattdeeplyi}e»^ 
t»6ody and a sound aMe minister ef fesesd^ist, MidlbC 
Fihnoor, it appears bad beth retonied to 3Bn^aiid> 

From tbe above Ikt of preacbefB ilwW be peremed'iNit 
the Lord ef tbe hari^est bad raised iip Mbeerars in ffis 
eoiptf 7 to Gttllinfcte hn fidd* 

This eketeh imogs vm down to^tbe year 17TO, at wUdk 
'time, aeeotding to #ie privled tttiiliites^ there were 19 
p fe aeh ei w etationed, and 9IM -nieiiibeis in isocie^. R 
waa dttring^this yeiMP tfattt BIr. Fred^n Garrettson, wlio 
is te be tt^ ndiject cff^Mkmkkg menfoir,. was broi^^ 
totbe saving Jmoan^ledge of the tral^, and eonmie^leed lifa 
niinistmal labours. I shall therelbre close this introdee- 
tion by remariting that ^e abofe ^lort acconnt of dtc 
cominencemeBt of Methodism in this conntry, compared 
with what it new is, shews by what fbeble and compaft* 
tivdy inc^cieiit means, CFod^en aecompllshee Hie work 
in the souls of men; and that alibis is ckme aecorAig' 
to an inspired deefaration, that ^* no man shooM ^orfh 
man, b»t be thatgionelh meet ^ory hi the Lord.** 

*tlde date corresponds with that in the printed miautes; W 
according to Mr. Asbttry'ti Jonmsl, this conference was held M^ 
14, 1773, and Mr. Drew, in his Life of JDr. Coke, in an extrftcit ftom 
Mr. Rankin, egrrei^ wi|M Mr. Asbni^y. 
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»pr. FSOIBBORN «ARRirrt90N. 

CHAPTER I. 

iK««ae0ftor»*-CiBMbe«d<--BdiieUioii^Firrt Ji|rth^ ptMch 



QflKAis krotlwr John Itowi . DttOi of his tfitor-^Fftlte ■ecu 

'Bbt-GARRETTSON wfts bom ra ihe state of Mtryltod, 
At^rat IS, in ^le yetr ITU. His pweats were ioem> 

b«K8 ^ <^ Cfavreli of Sni^aiid, and odooated tlieir ehil- 

^mt in the stam Mkh. His graodMher was an emigrant 

fhmChrett Britain, and was among tiie first settlers in the 

province of Maryland, on the west nde of tiie Chesapeake 

Vajr* near the month of ^ Bosquehannah rirer. Being 

sanro^mded Wfth the aborigines of the country, his sitna- 

\ ikm was so perilons that he foand himself com^idled to g(^ 

\ViutA by day and night. The place where he Arst settled 

■nMI designated by his name^ and is the residence of a 

|MlMbt9f the family. 

■Ml'. €Nirrettsan'8 father was a man* of moral, 6h&racter, 
aif iMteemed by his iieighboors as a good Christian. Hiis 
nstter troly feared the Lord, having been enlightened 
mAat ike ministrations of some of the followers of the 
Rev.'^^teorge Whitefield, who itinerated so largely and 
^pr ea ^ed so snc^pssMy through the country. Though 
she dfd not connect herself with these people, she had 
ieqaexA interconrse with th^m, and ''I have," says Mr. 
SafK^ttscHiy ^' lirequei^ly heard her speak of their piety with ' 
toaiM^ He adds, ^' Those blessed men of God, the Ten- 
MJltot in ^^leir itinerating tours, often preached through 
BMe -parts, and their labours Were blessed to many." 

3 
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The f<i\QX9mg is the acconoi which Mr. Qarrettscoi 
•gtjrds.of.Jiil^Qarly childhood : ^' I was/' as ray parents io- 
formed ine, '' from my infancy prone to pride, self wiiJ^ 
and stubt^rness. As far as I know of any one predomi- 
nant principle pf my nature, it was a love of freedom and 
independence.. I.conM ea^ly be led, hot il seemed morally 
impossible to drive me. When I was at school, if ever I 
got into a difficulty withnny of my school mates, it was io 
consequence of my taking part with some poor children, 
who I thought were not treated kindly. With such it was 
a pleasure with me to divide ray nuMrael." " It would be 
w«U," he adds, '' for parents to be acquainted with the 
native genius of their cUldren, and to edu<^te them accord- 
ingly. Had this been the case with me, perhaps I mi|ht 
have engaged in the work for which I was designed, un4^ 
more favouraUeau^c^aa it r^pects education." Tlpftse 
reflections are certainly founded in the nature of tUc^, 
and should be heeded, as far as practicable, by every par^t. 
The foDowing account 8ho«» the benign influence which 
parental exarajde and admonitions have on young and 
j^nder minds. 

. '* I was very early taught the Lord's prayer, apostlea' creed, 
and the ten commandments, together with th^ catechiennof 
the Church of England ; and was in early life restrained 
by my tender parents from open sin. It pleased the Lord 
to remove my dear mother into eternity wh^i I was youi^. 
But I shall never forget the admoniUons which she gaie 
me. One Lord!s day, when I was about aeven years of 
age, my mother was retired, (I was sitting 1^ her Mde,) and 
while she was reading Uie two last chapters of the^Reve- i 
lation, when she came to the place where it i^aks of the ' 
tree and water of life, she made a full stop, and with ey^ 
uplifted to heaven, and tears flowing down, ^' 1" ettid 
she, ^' that I may be happy enough to eat of that fruit, and 
drink of that water, in ray heavenly Father's kingdom!" 
I believe the blessed Spirit was with her, and I felt the 
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dime opemtioDs : but I knew himrnot ; ftr we.lifed io a 
dark time. One day when I was abopi i^ne yecra o^age, 
^ I was walking alone in the field, it was strongly im- 
^essed on my mind, as if I had heard a voice, ' Ask, and 
it shall be given you.' I was immediately desirous to 
know what it meant, and it occurred, to my nind, that ^is 
ms a scrfptutal promise. But I, having mo ideas of 
t^mitual things, immediately ran to the house and told 
my elder brother it was revealed to me that I should be 
v^rich. Shortly after this I was by mysdf and it was 
sQ^ested to me> 'Do you know what a saint isl' I 
paused a while in my mind, and answered, there are no 
saints in ^ns our day on earth. Tfce suggestion c<mtinned, 
'A saant is t>tte Ifaat is wholly given up to God.' And 
iflBm^diately ixt hii&i I saw such a person, who appeared 
the most beautiful of any I had ever beheld. I was afl^t- 
ed, and prayed tothe Lord to make me a saint, and it was 
stron^y impressed ijtpon my mind that I should be one; 
and a spirit of joy sprung up within me ; but I had no one 
to open to me the way of Mlvation. 

'' SonK time after this, great ailictions befell my father's 
fiHBily : first a sister, then my mother, imd then two serv- 
ants were removed* info eternity. The ninth day of my 
^er's illness, she asked ^ n«uf ishment, and ate heartily 
ibr one in her low state. After she had done she desired 
ta be raised in the bed ; I am, said she, about to leave the 
?f0M^ 'Phe fkmtly were called together by her request, 
and were in a fiood of tears : 'Weep not for me,' ftaid 
she, ' fcHT I am not afiraid to die. I am going to my J^sus, 

^ who wHl do more for me than any of you can do.' I be- 
lieve her soul was happy. And the afiecting exhortation 
which she gave will never be forgbtten by me. When 
abnost spent, she^desired to be laid down, bidding all 
farewell ; and within a few minutes, with a smiling coun- 
tenance^ she bid the world adieu, ^rom her infancy her 
conscientiousness and uprightness were noticed by all who 

I 
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knew het. it was o^i eomvaon to fiod bet on the LovdVr 
4ay'i¥b^tfi a Q|bte^ ^ber old lUM^e^ wbp ww$ a eeaumini' 
ciuit in the Church, used to say, * SaHy Uvea as she woold 
wish to die.' From this time a melaocholy gloom bung 
over Hie^ and I frequently weot alcme to weep. I fek diat 
I wanted something, but what it was I knew not; to I 
bad ,n<Hie to take me by the band and lead roe into the 
narrow path. I know the Messed Spirit often strove wiih 
me, so that I have been mdted into tenderness; but I 
knew not the way of salvation. About this time I bought , 
myself a pocket Testament, ireqiMatty .withdrew to read 
it ; and was much i^cted with the suibringf of our 
blessed Lord. Our unhaffy minister was ^stranger to Gad, 
and the most of his flock, I iear, were in the jvay to rqin. 

" When I was about twelve years of age I was removed 
to another schooli and I soon threw off ail seriouaiess uA 
became as wild as the rcpt pf nqr young piay mates. Tlic 
most of my school howt^g after I tarned fourteen, ware 
taken up in branchea of die mathematiGa a^d book ka^ 
ing, apd the intervals of my tkne, in the^studyvof astronomy. 
I have often continued alone in the study of this till after 
midnight, without a serious thought of Qod, or n^ eterasl 
welftire. Between the seventeenth and eighteenth years 
of my age I Idl school and. began to Uiink of living in tbe 
world. But alas ! I was cureless, and carnal, though wba^ 
the world calls a moral yo«th. I was fond of pleasure, aad 
laved this world more than God. O! what t^mn have I 
to praise God for his jpyodness, in pnrtming me^vith ik» 
overtures of mercy."' 

The following accoimt of the introdoction of JUelhodis» 
into this country, taken principally from manuscripl notes 
which Mr. Garrettson had vnritten to his printed journal, 
corresponds with what has already, begn said on this sub- 
ject in the introduction : 

*' About this time there began to be much said aboat 
(he people called Methodists in Baltimore <^unty where 1 
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then lived. The following £3 the manner in which A^se 
pei^e comntonced their work of love in this country : 
Mr. Strawbridge, a local preacher from Ireland, came 
to tUs province and settled at Pipe creek, in Maryland, 
and Mr. Williams, another IHsh local preacher, caiJie over. 
These two men travelled, and preached ccmsideraUy, and 
did much good. Mt. Strawbridge raised a society at Pipe 
cusfk. About the sasie time Mr. Embury, a local preacher 
from Ireland, came over and settled in New-York^ and 
raned a society. All this was before Mr. Wesley sent any 
regular travelling preacher to this country. Mr. Straw- 
Mdge came to the house of a gentleman near where I 
lived to stay all night; I had never heard him preach, but 
as I bad a great desire to be in company with a person 
wlio had caused so much talk in the country, I went over 
and sat and heard him converse till nearly midnight, and 
when I retired, it was with these thoughts, I have never 
^ttt a few hours so agreeably in my life. He spent most 
of the time in explaining Scri^^liwe and in giving interesting 
^fteedotes, and perhaps one of them would do to delate 
here : * A congregation came together at a certain place, 
md a gentleman who was hearing thought the preacher 
h^ directed his whole sermon lo him, and retired home 
after service in disgust. However, he concluded he would 
hear him once more, and hide himself behind the people 
so that the preacher should not see him : it was the old , 
story ; his character was d^neaM. He retired dejected, 
but eonduded^ possiUy the preacher saw me, and I will 
try him once more : he did so, and hid himself behind a 
door. The preacher happened to take his text from Isaiah, 
'And a man shall be as a hiding place,' 6lc, In the 
midst of die sermon the preacher cried out, Sinner, come 
from your scouting hole ! The poor folbw came forwai^, 
\o€ked the preacher in the £u^e, and said, you are a wiz- 
z«d, and the devil is in ymi ; I wSA hear you so more." 
. At the tame of trhieh we are mw speaking there were 
3* 
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severd zealous itineraats oiteulajdiig ^oogh tbe ooaitef , 
who bail been io$lri|fiiealal ia tbe contenHoaof eouteyaad 
in establisbkig societies. 

" Muijr w^t out to bear tbem, m^ I among*^ fesi^ but 
tbe place was so crowded I eooM not get ii^ tbe jM»ii8e : 
but from wbat I could understand, I tboug ht tbejr {nreaobed 
the trutb, and did by no nieaj^ daie to join witb tbe miii- 
titude in peraeeuting tfa^nn ; but tbei^^t I would let jtbem 
alone, and keep oloae to my own cbureb* O I tbose.soul 
danming sins^ pride and oi^)etl]ef» whkb kept me from (^ 
asm bb people ! 

. ** Blessed be God, it was not long ailer that his Haly 
Spirit b^an again to work poweiialty with me. One day 
as I was riding borne, I met a young man who had he9» 
bearing the filetbodista, and bad got bis heart ton^bed 
under the word. He stq^d me in the foad^aad began to 
talk so sweetly about Jesus and hit people, and reeem- 
mended him to me m sueh a winning manner, that I wte 
deeply convineed there was a reality in that religion, asd 
that it was time for me to think amriouely on tbe sufafest 

'VNot manydi^B had passed befiwe a little book feU into 
my bands, called Rossel's Seven Sermons. By this beek 
I was advised to make as exact an estimate of aU my sidb 
as possible ; I did sc^ and found they were numerousf for 
Ibegan to see myself in tbe gospel glass ; imd many were 
the tears I shed over this bocdc* I promised an amend* 
ment of life ; but my refgQtgnce was too much like the 
early dew. The way <^ salvation was not open to me, and 
there was an uawiltingness- in me to submit. But as lay 
blessed Lord was not willing that I should perish) his good 
Spirit stilt ^ove with me. Ckie day as I was passing over 
a rapid stream, a 1^ on whieb I had fre^piently gone give 
way, and I was near being swept down the stremL<; sifter 
struggling a while I got out, tboegh much wounded afflQag 
tbe sharp recks. This query struck my mmd with gvc&t 
weight, ' What wcmld have become of your soul, had you 
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been dcowned?' I wopt hi$jyuAf^ aad {Hrtyecl to th» Lord 
QOibr a se&ie of my gwlt S^ my'atuMom heart wm 
QDt wifog 10 sttboity tbo^ I b^an to ^«rry a lilde h(rii 
in mf bosom. ^if"^ ' 

'* la May, 1773/ ad I was riding flpme aftoroooB, I ivont 
dMnadbMontoforatege broipiock; o^ hofio eliM»» 
UtdaadUifowa; andii^hthefallon^^foekyaadtbe 
hnie bkHndeiiiv oxor me, I wes beatea out of my sauea 
Iwas ak>ao» aad lioir ko^ I hid I kfiotr not; bot when 
Ikad ki eotte meaema reeovefod, I feaad mytelf on ny 
kneeey whli my bands and eyes xmed lo biaveBi crying 
to dod for mnmy^ It oame slnHi^yuilo my mind that 
U Ithea been tidoen mto th^ other vmld^ I sboaU have 
dni^ied into heti.^ I felt my meetf, wad {miaed God^ as 
wii aa I knew how, fat. ray deUveriiiM^.; and b^bre I 
neied from the plaoe I proiaiaed tojerre him all the dafs 
ofiayiiCe. But befoce I aroa^ fkom my kaoes^ all my pain 
ef bddy was r^aovod, and I felt nearly ai -wett as ev^ I 
(Udianiylife* I also feH the dtawingc^God'a Spirit, and 
ia a measure saw a beauty in Jesus : but I did not kn<m- 
tkat my sms were foigiren ; neither was the plan of Bal?a« 
tiea clearly open to me ; but t went on my may deter* 
miaedi by grace, to be a follower of Christ All the 
Aatiaeaiians in Uie world could not make me believet that 
a nan cannot feel »veet drawings before he experiences 
jaatificajtion. 

" I BOW procured a collection of the best religious boolui 
that I ooukl; among which were the writings of Mu 
^Hervegr, The Tnw^s of True Godliness, and AUeine's 
Alarm to the Unconverted ; for as yet I had not seen any 
of Mr. Wesley's publications, nor conversed on religious 
sabjecta with any of the Methodists, except the one abovo 
mes^doned. 

*' As I lived a retired life, I frequently read, prayed, and 
w^t, till aft«r midnight ; and oSen withdrew to the woodss 
an4 other private places for prayer. In some measure my 
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name was already cast out as eril^ though I was ai^atned 
to let any one know the exercises of my mind, or that I 
used secret prayer : and in order to ooneeal it when in 
company, I have ftequently grieved the blessed Spirit) by 
j<Miiingin trifling conversation; for I was mui^h afraid of 
being thought n hypocrite. The Holy Spirit stitl pursaed 
me, and I attended strictly to the 'diAies of tkB faniiiy over 
Wkieh I was plaoed. I had as yet heard very few Me^md- 
ist sermons ; and the devil stKnw vmj hnnd to keep tte 
from going am<»ig ^lose p^|rfe« Sone time after, my kte 
well tried Mmtd and Inrother, Mr. Franeis Aibory, came to 
our country : I went to hear him one eveaiBg at R. W.'s. 
The ^ace was crowded, but I got to tlM door and sat 
down. He had sot preached long be^e I sen&dibly felt 
the word, and his doctrine seemed as salve to a festei^ 
.wound. I h^rd him with delight, and bathed in tears 
could have remained there 4i]l the rising of the sun, the 
time passed so sweetly away ; I was deligh^ny dravm^ 
and was gready astoftkhed to find a p^son go cm so in- 
eMy wi^out his sermon belhre him. Iisuppose hun<ked« 
of thoughts passed through my mind. But I returned 
home with gladness, folly persuaded that he was a servant 
of God, and that he preached in a way I had not heard 
before. I followed him to anoth^ preaching plaee, and 
fixing my attentive eye upon him, I found him to- be a 
workman that need not be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
Vord. He began to wind about me in such a manner that 
f ibund my sins in clusters, as it were^ around mo: and 
the law in its purity, probkrg to the- very bottom, and dis- 
covering the defects of my heart. I was ready to cry put^ 
'How does this stranger know me 00 w^f Afler ser- 
mon was ended, I wished not to speak to any one, int 
returned home with my nmd very solemnly affi9Cted« 

'' Methodism at this time began in some measure to 
spread ; for the blessed Qed tooched the heart8i>f several 
young men, converted their souls, and called them to 
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praaabi which i|)p«titd to be a n^ Aisf in our couBHy. 
AMBgth&firM were W.Wi4teri,E.Web^r^ two brothers 
b| the DftBie of RoUiae^ i»d aererd othera who beg«i to 
etfaa#i; tkay were zealovi^ their labours were UeaMi, 
aBdfMraeeution aroae : the«ry began to be, etBtfaiuiasa^-^ 
6be pfophiats. Indeed^ though i was undev c^nnetioB, 
mi hid fell the diywuigE of the^ Spirit, I had my ftars 
tltitinaiterawiei^e going loo fiff, though I did dot dare <^^ 
fl^ moo^ against tbo wiNrk. 

" Mjr teher besan tobe troubled about »e, andcanie to 
see me. We sat up t^ing tiU nearly ni}dnight« ' I hav^ 
naobjectiOD*' iudd^ 'to your being rel^oua; but why 
ivauld you tui^ iroaii the Church ?M refdied, I have no 
iatantionioi leasw Ute Chureh, but wlienev^ petBons^ be^ 
come ]Beiious,th?y are caUed Methodists, and their naraes 
aie cast out as eiril. After wi^ parted I found great t^i- 
demess of ^eart, and shed many tears in private, and many 
piOBnies occurred to my mind. I loved nhe Methodists, 
and yet the enemy of my soul kept me at a 4i^nee (rom 
Uwm, Unbelief and pride deprived me of the comforts %{' 
afliiiranee. 

^ " In Auril, 1773, my brother John was taken dang^rensly 
iUi so that bis Hie Mras despaired of. One Lord's day 
many of oi|r relations and friends came to see him, expect* 
mg every minute that he would breathe his last* I was 
gieatly c^icemed on account of his sosul, which seemed to 
bejastkuoching into eternity, and I feared that he was 
ufifurepared. I went round to the back part of the bed, 
and kneeling down, I prayed earnestly to Uie Lord to have 
mercy on his soul. After I had done prayii^ I percesved 
htt lipe were moving, but could not hear a word that he 
ajpike, till I put my ear dose to his mouth, (ayftazentty 
ho wjis j«stgoing^) and heard him say, * Lofd,thim fenowv- 
est I am unprepared to die, faa^e mercy on me and raise 
meup, and give mea lotiger space, and I will serve tiiee ; 
thy Spirit has often strove with me, bat I have rejtcAed 
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tfaee/ Slc. This did be plead with- the Lord fer a eeftsi- 
cbraUe time. He knew, and 00 did I, tbe iacmient.ef tiae 
when the Lord answered prayer, and granted Uam a kmger 
^paee. Immediately T rose from my knees, and UM ^ 
waiting company they need not be uneasy, for the tod 
would raise him again ; instantly the iHsorder tvtfned, he Ml 
into a doze, and within a few days was able to witftabdnt 
his room. After his reco^ry, I conv^sed wfthhim onthe 
subject, and he told me that he saw d^th ap|M%nieMiig, tiiat 
he was sunnnonedto appear in the woiid<yf spkitd^ and that 
hell was bis doom. I knew, said he, when a reprieve in 
answer to prayer was sent, the blow averted, and tl^ t6nd6r 
thread lengthened, on condition that I would gi«e ^ 
i«inainder of my days to the L(M'd. A lew years after he 
Was re^ changed in heart ; he lived two years and el^ 
months happy in the servi^ orGed, and tlied a wiCi^ 
of perfect love. 

*' About this time the Lord laid me under his alHictmg 
hand, and I was brought nigh unto death. During the tinie 
^my illness, I was in a very strange way ; I lay on my bed 
singing praises to God without any dread of death ; I feH 
my mind easy ; I thought if I was removed I should goto 
heaven; I was willing to die; I did not know iny sins 
Were forgiven ; but I felt a strong hope, though I was^ot 
fully acquainted with the plan of salvation. Who can tell 
what state my soul was in ? I was a good Churchman /but 
a poor Methodist. Blessed be the name of the Lord! He 
delights «ot in the death of a sinner, for he raised me ap 
again ; but still the enemy of my soul s^ove to keep mt 
from among God's dear despised children. 

** The August Mowing, it pleased the Lord to take my 
filler into eternity ; — surely it was painful to lose the #11- 
derest of parails: From my eiirtiest knowledge <tf his 
family, cown^mg of ahout tw^ty in number, I do not 

* Religion in the Churoh of Enghmd was at this time at a very 
kw ebb in Marybnd. 1 
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remember ever to ten^ h»^ » osiii wmth either by white 
Of bli^; imd it waa i rare Ibing for hini to correct either 
chikbeD or eervaiUs^ tboi^ atiU there wiMi.a4rerabliBg at 
big m^d, I frequently visited him in the. timf of hia ill- 
ness,* (for he had a Imig and tedious sickifeeas,) and be 
seined very fond of my c<Hnpany : I have ceajien to believe 
be went happy out of this dangerous world. Being now 
left in the entke charge of a familyi^and the settlement of 
n^ &ther*s business mostly devolving on me» I was sur- 
r(Mmded with many c^ies^and troubles^ iprhich were no help 
to tl» affiurs o£ my salvi^n. The devil strove Im^d to 
drive aw^ay all my good desifes, biit still I attend i^n- 
standy lon^y ao^^et devotiqnst though ^ tifiues cold emogh^ 
It was not long af^r the death of my: fotlier .that:} had a 
particttlar. interview' with tb^ new pajrish mf^i^r, vf^u^ jvas 
avery clever man, of -a moral character, and much respect- 
ed in the place. I was a c^mstant attendant on his ministry, 
and frequently oonversed with him on divine suli^cts. He 
uM me the Methodists carried matters too far, that a man 
could not know his sins were forgiven^ and that idl we taiglif. 
expect in this life was a hope springing froBEi an upright 
life. This doctrine exactly tallied with my experience, 
and was food for my f&llen nature. I soon fiilly agreed 
with him in sentiment, and plead that nooian conld know 
his sins forgiven in this world. The grand enemy began 
now to exercise my mind in another way ; nam^y, to seek 
a literary qualification for the ministry in the Church. This 
hung upon me for a oonsiderable time ; and I applied my- 
self to reading and stody for that purpose, oflen consulting 
my new coimsellor. The Spirit of the Lord at times strove 
veaj powerfully, and I was frequently afraid that all was 
not well with me, especially when T was under Methodist 
jveaching. To these people I was drawn : but it was like 
death to me ; for I tbought I had rather serve God in any 
way than amcmg them ; while at the same time something 
within would tell me they were right. Being, amazingly 
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agitated m mtnd^ I %i lengA ^me Id^is ednelaskii, to 
give ap my former powuits, bend lay siindto'tlie impfwe^ 
meat of my woftcHy pt<^efty, and serre Clod in a prirtte 
maimer. I now sat out in Ml porsuitof imsiness, wMi eb 
expeelation of aceuinuIfUtBg the riches of the world/ 

<* During the time of niy self^cureetate, I had the form 
of go^Hfeiess, attended the Chnrch constantly^ and some- 
times went to hear the Methodists : I fksted once a week; 
prayed freqaenftly every ^y in^secret places, endeafofurtd 
to attend strictly to ^e sabbath, often reproved open ms, 
. ;md bellied myself of wiMt the world calls i^asure. I w&s 
so fost set in my ^^y^ Hiatl tlK>tight I sbemld cerfealnlygo 
to heaven ; and if at any time I was overtak^oi by sin, I 
wooM endeavour to mend my pace and pray more fire* 
quently. I cannot say I was always wfthoat doubts ; for 
often, under Methodist preaching, my poor foundatwn 
would shake, ospecially under the preaching of dear bro- 
ther George Kiadferd, and I would scarcely recover my 
hope for many days ; then I would be tempted to thiol 
tllBy were a delud e d peopk, and I would go among them 
no more : bntiitill I was dra^im again and again. I stoM 
in a manner between llhe children of Cfod and the world. 
When I was Witb the people of God I wbuld endeavour lo 
confute them ; and when I was among their enemies, I 
plead their cause.. 

'^ One day, being at a distance from home, I met with a 
zealous Mediodist exhorter. He asked me if I was born 
again ? I UM hhn I had a bope ihat'I was. Do you know, 
said be, that your^ns.iu'e ^given ? No, replied I, neitl^r 
do I e:qpeet that knowledge in this world. I perce^, 
said he, that you are in the broad road to hell, and if you 
die in thb state you will be damned. The Scripture, said 
I, tells us that tiie tree is known by its fruit ; and our Lord 
likewise condemns rash judgment* What have you seen 
or known of my life that induced yon to judge me in such 
a manner ? I pity you, said T, and turned my back on him. 
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Bat I could not eas^y fiirget the words •£ that pious young 
nttn, for they were as spears runniDg through roe. 

'' In this state I ccmtinued till June 1T75. The blessed 
ffloming I shalf n^ver forget ! In the night I went to bed 
as usual, and sle^ till day4N'eak : just as I awoke^ I was 
alarmed by an aWful Toice, * Awake, sinner, for you are 
not prepared to die.' This was as strongly impressed on 
my mind, as if it had been a humaa voice as loud as thun- 
der. I was instantly smitten with convicticm in a manner 
Ihad not lieen before. I started from my pillow, and cried 
out, Lord, ha?e mercy on my soul ! As it was about the 
commencement of the ]ate unhappy war, and there was to 
be a general review that day near my house, I had pro* 
mued myself much satisfaction; for I was a professed 
friend to the American cause : however, instead of ginng 
my attendance, I passed the mcMrning ju solitude; and in 
the aftempon went out and heard a Methodist sermon. In 
sorrow I went, and in sorrow returned ; and in sorrow the 
night passed away. None but those who have experienced 
the like exercises, can form an idea of what I underwent 
ibr several days. 

*' The enmity of my heart seemed tp rise higher and 
higher. . On the Tuesday following in the afternoon I 
heard Mr. Daniel Ruff preach ; and was so oppressed that 
I was scarcely able to support my burden. After preaching 
I called in with D. R. at Mrs. G— ;r — 's, and stayed till 
about nine o'clock; On my way home, being much dis* 
tressed, I alighted from my horse in a lonely wood, and 
bowed my knees before the Lord; I sensibly felt two 
spirits striving with me. The good Spirit set forth to my 
inmost mind the beauties of religion ; and I seemed almost 
ready to lay hold on my Saviour. O unbelief, soul damn- 
ing sin ! it kept me from my Jesus. Then would the 
enemy rise up on the other hand, and dress religion in as 
odious a garb as possible ; yea, he seemed, in a moment of 
time, to set th^ world and the things of it in the most 
4 
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brilliant colotirs before me ; tdhng me, all these ildtip 
should be mine if I woqM gite up my fUae notions ttid 
. serre him. His temptations 6tM. tnitb might be compilfed 
to a sweeping rain. I continued on tay \ttees a oeittl- 
derable time, and at last b^gsn to give away to%he re&ioiH 
ing of the eA^Ay. My tender fe^libgs ablited, and my 
tears were gone ; tnj hean Was hard, but Fcimtinned'en 
my knees in a kind ic>f meditation ; and it l^gdi addr<5ssed 
my' Maker thite : Lord, spare me one yeior ts6re, and by 
that time I tm put my woddly aflkirs In such a train Hiat 
I can Serve thee. It seemed as if I felt tfhe twa spirits with 
me. The answer ii^as, *Now is the accepted time.' I 
then plead for six toonths, but was denied-^>ne mohtb, 
no— I then a«k<^ for one w^k, the answer was, ' This is 
the time.' For some time the devil Was silent, till I was 
deiiied one week in his setvice ; thtfn it was he shot a 
powerful dart ' The God,' said he, * you are attemptitig 
to serve is a hard Master ; and I would have you to desist 
from your endeavonr.' Carnal peof^e know very little of 
this kind of exercis^*: but it was as perceptible to me, as 
if I had been conversing with two persons' ihee to fiiee. 
As soon as this powerfbl temptation came, I folt my heart 
rise sensibly (I do not say With enmity) agaihst my Maker, 
and immediately I arose from my knees with these words, 
' I will take my own time, and then I will seme thee.' I 
moiinted my horse with a harduht>eliemg heart, unwilUn^ 
to submit to Jesus. O what a good God had I to deal 
wi^ ! I might in justice have been sent to hell. 

'' I had not rode a quarter of a mile, before the Lord met 
me powerfully with these words^ * These three years have. 
r come seeking fruit oa this fig tree; and find none.' 
And t^ the following words were added, ' I have come 
once m^ to offer you life and salvation, and it is the W 
time : choose or refiise.' I was instantly surrounded With , 
a divine power i heaven and hell were disclosed to my view, 
and life and death were set be^re me. I do believe if I 
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had reacted this oall, mercy would have been for ever ^ 
ioim from oae. Man hath power to choose or refiufe in 
roligioqs mai^prs ; ot|ierwiae God could have no reasonable 
s«e|tce from his creatures. I kn^iw the very instant when 
IsDtoJtted to the Lord, and was willing that Christ should 
wip over me: I likewise knew the two sins which I 
parted with l4st> pride and unbelief* I threw the reins 
of my bridle on my horse's neck, and putting my hands 
tog^r, cried out^-Lord^ I submit I was less than no- 
thing in my own sight; and was now, for the first time, 
reconciled to the justice of God. The enmity of my heart 
was dain — the plan of salvation was open to me-^I saw a 
beauty in Ae perfections of the Deity, and folt that power 
of &ith and fove tb|U I lisd been a stranger to before.'' 



CHAPTER II. 

His happiness in Go<l — Endures severe temptations— Frees his 
slaves— Reflections on slavery — Attinds aitkss meeting— Declares 
wlm God liad done for him — First speaks in public— Suffers per- 
seeation— H^ds evcA&ig meetings, and God blesses his labours— 
GoBversatiQn with the parish priest— Strong exercises respecting 
becQDUBg a-trAvelling prMobet— Makes the trial— Then tempted 
to desist — Makes trial of his gifl again. 

** After I found this pearl ot great price, my soul was 
so exceedingly ha{^y , that I seemed as if I wanted to take 
wing and fly away to heaven. Although alone in an un-* 
fie(|aented irood, I was constrained to sound forth the 
praise of my Redeemer. I thought I shpidd not be 
ashamed to publish it to the ends of the earth. As i drew 
near to the house the servants heard me, and<»une to meet 
me at the gate in great surprise. The stars seeindd as so 
ai^y staphs going forth in their Maker's praise. I called 
the fiunily togeth^ for prayer, but my prayer was turned 
into praise. 

'' About midnight I laid down to rest ; but my soul was 
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SO happy in God I scarcely wished for sleep ; however, at 
length my eyes were closed ; but behold I about day break 
I awoke, and was strongly tempted by the devil, ' O V said 
the adversary, ' where is your religion now 1 It was only 
a dream.' I started from my pillaw— I remembered the 
time and place where I received the blessing; and was 
enabled to repel that temptation. Again said he, * It is all 
a delusion.' This assault pained roe to the heart. Not 
feeling as I had done, I began to conclude perhiqra it might 
be so, and betook myself to the fields and woods under 
deep distress. I frequently bowed my knees before the 
Lord ; and blessed be his adorable name, about nine in the 
nunming my beloved Master visited my heart utth his love. 
And I think I received as great a manifestation as at the 
first. This visit was attended with an impression to go to 
such a place, and declare to all who might be there, what 
great things the Lord had done for. me. I went to the 
house, got my horse, and set out. When I arrived at the { 
place, I found a Methodist preacher and several of my 
acquaintance ; and it was strongly impressed on my mind 
to deliver my message. I sat down among them, but the 
cross was too heavy. I sat hours and grieved the blessed 
Spirit till 1 was brought under heavy trials ; yea, deep dis- 
tress of soul ; and in that way I -returned home. 

" For the good of others, I shall speak of a few days' 
exercise on this occadon. The blessed Redeemer left me, 
or rather hid his f&ce firom me : and I had to wade through 
deep wtfters. I fasted and prayed till I was almost reduced 
to a skeleton ; but did not open my mouth to any one. ^ I 
was sinking into desperation. — O ! how power fiilly was I 
harassed by the devil, day and night I The Saturday fol- 
lowing I was walking tiirough thie fields ; all nalture was 
clothed with beauty and verdure ; but I could discover no 
charms in aught around me ; I was under the deepest ex- 
ercises of mind, and severely tempted of the devil. ' Ah,' 
suggested he, 'where is your God now?' He thrust 
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atbeism and deism agaiost me ; and thus suggested to my 
mod, * You see yon bare been deluded ; and if you will 
DOW take my advice, ycnp vill deny e^ery pretension to tbis 
idigion. Tbe l|f ethodists are a set of enthunasts, and 
jfon bave now a proof pf this.' Then with what splendour 
was the world OKbilNted to my imagination : * All these 
things/ suggested he, * will I give you if you iprill deny that 
Qod you have been attempting to senre, and pray to bim 
iOHMMre.' I was sunk as low as I could possiUy be ; for 
i^ mind was encom pa— d with daxlakmm, and the most 
severe distress. I was alhud my lips would be forced open 
to deny tbe God who made me. Glory, glory to my Lord ! 
wlio again gave me a view of an opening eternity, and a 
sense of bis dread majesty; the sight of which brought 
me into the dust, prostrate with my face to the ground^ 
where I iay for a considerable time with language similar 
to this. If I perish, it shall be at thy feet, crying for mercy. 
Thus I lay till I recovered a gleam of hope that I should 
be saved at last. 

" I arose from the earth and advancing towards the house 
in deep thought, I came to this conclusion, that I would 
exclude myself from the society of men, and live in a cell 
upon bread and water, mourning out my days for having 
grieved my Lord. I went into my room and sat in one posi* 
tion tOl nine o'clock. I then threw myself on the bed, and 
slept till morning. Although it was the Lord's day, I did 
not intend to go to any place of worship; neither di4 1 
desire to see any person, but wished to pass my time away 
m total solitude. I continued reading tbe Bible till eight, 
and then under a sense of duty, called the &mily together 
for prayer. As I stood wiUi a book in my hand, in the 
act of giving out a hymn, this thought powerfully struck 
my mind, * It is not right for you to keep your fellow crea- 
tures in bondage ; you must let the oppressed go free.' I 
knew it to be that same blessed voice which had spoken 
to me before — till then I had never su^iected that the 
4* 
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practice of slave kecj^mg was wmt^ ; I had not read a 
book on the subject, nor been told so by any — ^I paused a 
minute, and then replied, 'Lord, the oppressed diall go 
firee.' And I was as clear of them in my mind, as if I had 
never owned one. I told them they did not belong to me, 
and that I did not desire their services without making 
them a compensation : I was now at liberty to proceed ia 
worship. After singing I kneeled to pray. Had I the 
tongue of an angel, I could not fully describe virhat I felt: 
all, my dejection and that melancholj gloom which pareyed 
upon me vanished in a moment, and a divine sweetness 
ran through my whole frame.* 
'^ I had now no desire to confine myself to a cell, hot 

* In bow many instances in the course of our experience is the 
truth of the declaration of Solomon demonstrated — " A man's heart 
deviseth his way; but the Lord directeth his steps." Such is oar 
short-sightedness that we should often seek death in the error of 
our ways, did not our heavenly Father frustrate our designs iM 
lead us in a way which we knew not. These remarks were sag- 
gested by the following reflections found in a manuscript note to 
his printed journal, which appears to have been written but a short 
time before his death : 

** I have since clearly seen the goodness of God in preparing me 
for future useftilness : I was a babe, and knew very little of tb® 
insinuations of our powerful foe. I shall always have an aversion 
to the practice of holding our fellow creatures in abject slavery- 
It was the blessed God that taught me the rights of man. I can 
now tell the present and rising generation that their privileges are 
rvj great ; formerly in this country darkness was all around, sni 
now gospel light breaks forth from every direction. Formeriv tbe 
unregenerate were in ignorance ; but now they have no cloak for 
their sins. The magnitude of a crime depends greatly upon the 
light wh sm against. I shall not soon forget my solitary wander- 
ings in search of a suiuble place where I could be excluded from 
the world. My plan seemed to be, to sell my property and put it 
to use, and have one person employed that I could ^nfide in, to 
bring me, and do for me, what was really necessary. I had opened 
my mmd to no ono. When the blessed God brought me through 
these trials, all my schemes wereafloat, and I was far from desiring 
to hide myself in a cwner," 
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wished to spread mj Redeemer's g)ory to the ends of the 
world. I bless the Lord for leading me safely through 
SQch fiery trials ! My late sfflicdon of mind was for my 
good.// It was God, not dian, that taught me the impro-^ 
priety of holding leaves : and I shall never be able to praise 
him enough for it. My very heart has bted, since that, for 
slave holders, especially those who make a profession of 
religioB ; for I believe it to be a crying sin. I* In the fore«' 
noon I attended Gharch, but I could not find what I wanted. 
In die afternoeo I went to hear the Methodists ; and some- 
thing told me, ' These are the people.' I was so happy in 
the time of preaching, that I could conceal it no longer ; 
«> I d^ermined to choose God's people for my people, and 
returned home rejoicing. ^ 

" A few days after, I attended a class meeting on Deer 
creek, for the first time, and was convinced it was a pru- 
dential institution ; and my heart wafi more than ever 
united to this community. I told brother H., a pious man^ 
what the Lord had done for me. I now began again to 
be pressed in spirit to visit my friends and neighbours ; 
and especially some particular families who lay with 
weight on my mind. The first visit I made, the man of 
the house was much enraged against me ; but my Lord 
gave me one or two of his children. Shortly after I visited^ 
another family; and the master was brought to cry for 
mercy, on his knees before the Lord. The third was 
nearly twenty miles off: I seemed to go with confidenee, 
and got there a little before night : I told him what God 
had done for me, and desired he would send out and call 
in the neighbours, and I would pray with and for them. 
The person did so, and after prayer I was obliged, for the 
first tim^, to open my mouth by way of exhortation ; and 
the Lord filled it, and sent his arrows to the hearts of three 
sinners, one of whom slept very little that night; and 
another followed me nearly sixteen miles the next day. 

** Shortly after I was brought into gospel liberty, I 
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thought it any daty to open rdigioas meetings in seTeral 
places, inrincipally at ray own house, and at the house of 
my brother John, where a blessed work of God broke oat, 
and I took down the names of those who were awakened 
and conTerted and who expressed a wish to unite toge- 
ther. Though I had not yet joined the Methodists, I 
was considerably acquainted with them, had read some 
of Mr. Wesley's writings, and saw clearly that religious 
people ought to unite together. ^ I formed a society of 
about thirty which I generally met weekly, and several 
of them were happy in God. I invited Mr. Rodda, a 
Methodist preacher with whom I had met, to come and 
^^ach a sermon , he did, and after preaching I UM hha 
there was a people prepared for him, that I thought him 
more capable of taking care of them than myself, and that 
if he would take them in, and give them regular preach- 
ing, I would deliver them up to his charge, which he ac- 
cordin^y did. The next day he told me I must travel #ith 
him, which I did for about nine days; he preached and 
I exhorted after him. I then told him I must return home ; 
when he asked why, I replied that I was not disposed to be 
a travelling preacher. 

*' It was now the enemy suggested that there was no 
other way for me to prevent or get clear of those itinerat- 
ing impressions but to alter my condition in life. The 
thought was so pleasing, that I employed carpenters to 
• put an addition to my house. I received a letter from 
Mr. Rodda to meet him in Baltimore; I did so, and after 
staying with him a few days, he told me that he wanted to 
stay in town a few weeks, and he wished I would take his 
circuit, and he would meet me at such a place. I attended 
every appointment for which I engaged, and we had precious 
seasons ; but instead of meeting Mr. R. at the appointed 
place, I cut across, and started for home ; I had about fifty 
miles to go. I called at the house of a pious old gentleman 
for some refreshments ; he looked me in the face and said, 
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Are you the young man that was with Mr. R t I toW him 
I was. Where are you going 1 said he : Home, I replied. 
What are you going home for? I do not intend to be a 
travelling preacher, I replied. Prom every thing that I 
can understand, said he, God has called you to that work, 
and if you reject that call he will pursue you. I replied, I 
cannot help it, I do not iqtend to be a travelling preacher. 

" I again attended class for the second time at Mr. D.'s ; 
and as they had not heard what had happened to me, some 
of them were fearful that I had come in to spy out their 
liberties. I arose from my seat, and, for the first time 
among the Methodists, publicly declared what the Lord 
had done for me. A divine kindling ran through the' 
whole house ; and we had a blessed meeting. The leader 
offered to give up his paper to me ; but I refused, saying, 
I would visit them as oflen as I could ; and so returned 
home praising God. 

" I felt an impression to go to that brother I have before 
mentioned, who was raised from the jaws of death : he was 
in a seeking way ; but did not profess the faith of assurance. 
I begged of him to call a meeting in his own house, and 
I found great freedom to speak, and appointed another 
meeting ; about forty people gathered ; and while I was 
speaking, the power of the Lord came down in a wonderful 
manner : nearly half the poor sinners that were present 
were struck to the floor, and cried for mercy to such a 
degree that they wer^ heard at a great distance. Atier ^ 
the meeting was over, many continued crying for mercy. 

** The next morning a gentleman who lived not far off, 
came to the house to beat me : soon after he entered he 
began to swear, affirming I would spoil all his negroesi^^l 
told him if he did not leave off swearing, God would send 
his soul to hell. He replied, * If I said that again he would 
level me to the floor.' I assured him I would reprove him 
whenever he took the Lord's name in vain. He then rose 
op and struck me on the side of the face, and repeated his ^ 
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blows. There were fivepf us in the house, my brother^ 
his overseer^ myself, and two enemies. I was afrai4 we 
^ould have had a general battle. My brother was only 
awakened ; his overseer had no religion, beyond a zeal 
for the truth, and such a love for my brother and myself, 
that he would almost have lain down his life for us. My 
mind was perfectly calm and my soul so happy that I 
sc^cely felt his blows. I saw the Lord's hand in my 
preservation ; for though he was in so violent a rage, I had 
not been exhorting many minutes (with tears) before he 
was as quiQt as a lamb : and he and his man, bidding us 
good morning, went away. Dear man ! not long after he 
'was taken into an awful eternity. 

" I now began to bold jsvening meetings in different 
places, several times in a week : and united those who 
were awakened into a kind of society ; and several, I trusty 
Were happily united to Jesus. O ! what sweet times I 
used to have. Frequently we have continued singing, 
{uraying, and praising God till after midnight. Many of 
my relations expressed great sorrow for me ; but glory to 
God ! I delighted in the cross of my Saviour^ I was as- 
saulted by many inward confiicts fra^k the devil find tbe 
corruptions of my own heart; but Jesus was precious to me. 

" I bad an appointment one Lord's day, but before I got 
there a company of Belial's children gathered to prevent 
the meeting ; but blessed be God, I was enabled to spaiJi: 
boldly ; and although some raged and threat^ied me, my 
'faith was so strong I'did not believe they Could hurt me. 
I shair never forget that day ; it was a time of rejoicing to 
my poor soul ! O that I may always give gkf y to my Lord ! 

^^ I was determined I would have notliing to do with the 
unhappy war ; it was contrary to my mind, and grievous 
to my conscience, to have any hand in shedding humiui 
blood. Accordingly I was brought before the officers at 
a general muster, because I refused to meet, as usual, to 
learn the art of war. The general aSca oatled me aside^ 
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ve Sit dbwn together, and he asked me why I Mftised to 
I nn»ter as I used to do. t told him that a reeital of the 
gteti things Ood had lately done for me wodd, perhaps, 
l)e He best answer I coaM giire him. I then in a plain 
I muiner related to him ray experience, and the happy state 
of toy mind. Moreover, I t6ld him that it was useless for 
me to learn a trade which I never intended to follow, and 
aaMred him, that it was not from any disaffection to my 
country's cause, hot conscience, and a cenviction that 
thefe was a greater work for me to engage in. My expe- 
rience seemed to take some hold on his mind, and he said 
he did not blame me at all, hot he was sorry to lose me 
I from fhe company, and he conld not exempt me ; so I was 
ciBed bii^foAre the company, and I sat on my horse and 
exhorted more than a thousand people, whilst the tears 
I flowed down my cheeks : however a court marshal sat on 
, viy due, and laid a fine of twelve dollai's and a half yearly, 
I bat they never called for the fine, and I have never since 
been troubled with their military works. 

'^ It was impressed on my mind, to have some eonversa>- 
tioifiiith Mr. W— , the minister of our parish. He had been 
tb^'hieans of keeping me firom God and his people for a 
^01^ tittle. We had a long discourse in the vestry cham- 
ber, iiefore the vestry : where I told him what God had 
\ ^e for me. ' He dedired to know who gave me authority 
to hold meetings in his parish ? I told him I did not do it 
ci^r for money or honour ; that while there were sinners 
I in his parish, and the Lord pressed it on my mind, K 
should cair them to repentance. * You have no right to 
I d»it,' said he, * unless you are ordained.' The love of 
r^3dd cotistraineth me, said I, and I must open my mouth 
is his cause. Having tasted his goodness, I have it long- 
kg desire that my neighbours should be made haj^y too' 
Aftar a oonversation of nearly two hours on the new birth, 
folding his mind disturbed^ I told him in a plain manner 
what I thoQgkt of his doctrine, and what effect it formerly 
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had on me, and so our meeting ended. After I withdrew 
to my home, being young in the^ay , very few to strengthen 
and many to weaken my hands, I was sorely tempted of 
Satan to gi?e up my confidence in the Lord. Under 
heavy afflictionof mind I withdrew, and wrestled in prayer 
till the Lord visited me and dispersed every doubt and 
every fear ; giving me these words for my comfort, ' Fear 
not, I am with you, and will support you under all your 
trials.' O w|}at consolatory streams flowed into my heart ! 
and how was I strengthened and enaUed to rejoice in the 
Lord!" 

Mr. Garrettson observes that he has been thus particular 
in relating the exercises of his mind for the benefit of 
young preachers who may hereafler be induced to engage 
in the same work. And is it to be wondered at that the 
grand adversary of souls should thrust so sore at him who 
became an instrument of so great injury to his tyrannical 
kingdom ! Perhaps it is not too much to say that of all the 
Methodist preachers raised up in that day, there were none 
more devoted to the work, more zealous and useful, than 
the subject of this memoir. Being at the same time young 
in Christian experience, not having many examples before 
him of those similarly situated, he had not the many helps 
' which are now generally afforded to young ministers of the 
gospel by the conversation and counsel of the aged and 
deeply experienced. 

What reason have we of the present generation- of 
preachers, as well as the more private Christians, to be 
thankful to God for the various helps with which we are 
favoured. The experience of our fathers instructs as ; 
their example stimulates us ; and the truths they delivered 
guide lis safely on in our perilous course : while, if we 
imitate their example in their entire devotion to the cause 
of their divine Master, no doubt but we shall participate 
in their reward. 

Notwithstanding the natural aversion which it is appar 
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mt Mr. Garrettson fdt to enter the field c^ itinerant 
labodr, the evident tokens <^ divine approbation which 
attended the commencement of his efforts, tended to 
lenove his scruples, until his opposition was entirely sub- 
dtied by the perpetual and powerfully inward calls of the 
Holy Spi^rit to this work. Call not this enthusiasm. The 
setjoel of his life, so abundant in labours, so rich in suc- 
cess^ refutes the slander, and c<mfirms the assumption that 
lie was called of God and set apart by the Holy Ghost for 
tbe work of the ministry. It was from a consciousness of 
this call that Mr. Garrettson was enabled to go forward, 
^d willingly devote hinsdf to this labour ; and which 
so fortified his soul against the assaults of temptation, 
that though he had to struggle hard, he finally overcame 
them all. Hence also arose that sweet peace of mind of 
vhich he so often q>eaks, notwithstanding the violence 
of his inward conflicts. To have " fightings without and 
^within,'* is perfectly consistent with a consciousness 
ofthe favour of God, and is therefore common to the ex- 
perience of all true Christians, and more especially to 
Ohristian ministers. If ence he says : 

" I found great liberty of speech, and the word was blessed 
to many souls, for the Lord greatly assisted me, and I had 
sweet refreshing seasons. O how happy might I have been, 
^ I guavded against my powerful adversary ! but I had not 
l^eenon the circuit more than fifteen days, before I gave way 
to his suggestions, and concluding that I was not called 
to this work, I left the circuit under deep dejection and 
returned home, determined I would never attempt it 
^in. It was suggested that the more I went among the 
^hodists, particularly the preachers, the more my mind 
^oold be distressed about travelling. I was stiti willing 
to ^ak occasionally about home ; but to go through the 
world, I knew not where, was a burden^ as I thought* too 
^eavy for me to endure. 

5 
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<' 'Tis not in my power to gife a fliU MOowit (tf tBjr extf- 
cisM from tbe ftU till tbe foHowing ^riog. It HMiy, horn- 
tfet^ be necessary to lodch on a few pafticttlam; fMrafaeot 
fear months I spent my time in prayer^ reading, and sodi 
Uke exercises, except when I was ipoii tone, at preaehing ^ 
or holding meetiiqr« myself. The idea oftNtreUiog^ and 
preachii^ the gq^el, was contamiJly teld ^ to my view. 
Frequently when ricteg, or wincing, I was drawn out on 
divine snbjeot;^ and at times tbe Bible seemed ail open to 
me : it was ihA nncommon for me to preadi in my aleep. 
One night the whole world of sisoers seemed to be^edii* 
bited as it were in the air, stdspended by a slender thread, 
and the dismal pit beneath them. I saw €bem cnreleis 
and ^nncoaeemed, in ail kinds of ungodly piaottces, afi 
sscore as if in no sort of danger : in my sleep I began to 
cry alovd to convince them of their dai^eir, till I arOnssd 
my brother, who then awoke me : I was sitting up in my 
bed, tremUing, and as wet with sweat as if I had beeo 
dipped in a river. Although I l«f ed so abstemiously, I 
had v^y little happiness, 9SL^epi at those times when t 
jfelt a degree of willingness to labour for my Zicrd. I have 
frequently stood astonished, wept and attoimied in secret 
befere the Lord, and entreated hkn to send some one ebe, 
that was more sensible and capable than myself: lookiag 
around hi my mind and nominating seeh and ench per- 
sons, whom I conceived to be mere fit fer the ministry; 
saying, how oan it he, that siieh an unwordiy, ignetant 
b^g should be set apart for so great a work? When oa 
my way to my occasional appointments, I would promise ia 
my mind, that if the Lord attended his word with ^eat 
power, I would consent to give up and labour to hioi* 
And at such times I have had great displays efthe goad- 
ness of God, and have seen nnners weeping all around; 
but although my mind at those seasons was resolved, un- 
belief would again assault and overpower me. 
"In the month of March my conflicts were so great I 
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ifanoat ausk undtr tih^iOt The ungodlj amongst my ac* 
^Buatances knew not what waa tJie matter with me : some 
mM ask if I was stct:, fof I was much worn away* 
Others would say beteid my back, ha will eome t^ nothing. 
I hdisfe I ha4 a more seirere travail of aoul befare I sub* 
nittod to be a&ittfierant pceacAiar, than I had gooe through 
bf ittsiifyiiig grace. One day betag almost weary of life, 
aad uiidar deep d^ectioo, I tbaughi if the Lord woidd 
Bumiftst his wiB, I woold through ^ao%obey. I was 
next led to inquire how I^ wa4 to expeot this diec»red fwroor, 
I kneeled down by the bed and furayed to the Lord, by 
aoi&e meana or other, to make a discovery to me, in the 
clearest maiiner, of what he would have me to do. I 
arose from my kaees without any particular answer, much 
baidened aad greatly oi^iMressed. I threw myself on the 
bed again, and in less than two minutes I was in a sound 
steep." I dreamed I saw the devil come in at the door, 
and advance towards me ; I thought a good angel eame 
and spake to me saying, ' Will you go and preach the 
gospel?' I replied^ 'i uA unworthy, I cannot go:^ In- 
Itamly the devil laid hold of my hand, and I began to 
struggle to get fix)m him ; i saw but one way that I could 
escape, and that waa a very narrow one. The good angel 
said to me, ' There is a disp^sation of the gospel com* 
Biilted to you, and wo unto you, if you preach not the 
goqieL' I struggled for some time 4o get fi'om him, but in 
vaia : at length i cried out, * Lord, send by whom thou 
wflt, I am willing lo go and preach thy gospel.' No 
sooner had I thus enfomitted, than I saw the devil fly as 
it were through the end c^ the house in a flame of fire. 
I awoke ; immediately every cloud was dispersed, and my 
mul was enraptured with the love of my Saviour. I 
wanted now to oonverse with some experienced person on 
^ siiti(ject; my vray now ai^ieared ao open, I thought I 
should never have any more doubts to. contend with. I 
believe it wis the next day, I received a letter from bro^ 
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ther D. R.^ desiring me to come and take the circuit a 
few weeks while he went to Philadelphia. I had no doubt 
hot the Lord directed him to write thus. Before the day 
arrived that I was to set off, the enemy strove again to 
prevent me ; telling me I was deluded, that it was only 
my own fancy, or the vanity of my own heart. After I 
«et out I was pursued to that degree, I was ready to desire 
my horse might throw me, and put an end to my life ; or 
maim me so t^t I might not be able to go on. In the 
evening I.got to brother D. R.'s, in Cecil, where he had 
an appointment fov me ; but my exercises were so severe 
that I could say but little. The next day he left me^^and 
I cimcluded to go on the circuit. Of all creatures in the 
world, I have the greatest reason to be thankftil to the 
Lord, for his tender care of me,^ poor weak rebel against 
him. At the first and second places to which I went, the 
Lord was powerfully present; and I believe good was 
done. I was now quite willing to be an exhorter ; but 
thought I would not take a text; I had not, however^ 
travelled far before I had a text suggested to me, and I 
refused, till my gift of exhortation was almost taken away ; 
and my mind was amazingly distressed again. 

'' One sabbath I came to a place near Ghoptank bridge, 
where I again refused to give out a text, and it pleased 
the Lord to hide his face, so that I was unable to speak 
with any degree of freedom. I went to my afternoon's 
appointment very low both in mind and body, having 
taken very little refreshment for several days. I deter- 
mined if a text opened to me, I would give it out boldly, 
and trust in the Lord. It was so, and I gave out, " Behold 
the man." I shall never forget the afiernoon ; it was a 
time of power to me and many others ; the whole Bible 
seemed open to me. The next day I went to my appoint- 
ment, with some willingness to be a preacher. I gave out 
this text, *' The great day of his wrath is come, and who 
shall be able to stand," I endeavoured to show, as I could^ 
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itowvw^ thai 4ay would bt ; m}» would, and who wouM 
tu/t be 9,\M U> etattd, wkh the consequeaces to each 
diM. The power of Ood in a very rettiarkf^l4e nanner 
came dowa amoag the people, and hardened sioiierfl were 
breuf hi to ery for mercy. When almoist spent, I Mopt ; 
hot the people eontmoed praying. O, it was a meiQorahle 
season ! my sonl was happy, and my heart humWed. I 
was DOW wilHng to be a preacher, and thonght, surely t 
^aH never doubt again. 

" When brother D, R. retnme^, he look the chrouit, and 
I w&A out toepen a new one* As I passed along through 
Tookeyfase Neck, I called at a house and asked the wooQMm 
if she wanted to hear the word of the Lord preached,* if 
die did, to send and etf in her neighboors : the did so, 
and I found great freedoiqi- I ga^^ out that I would preadi 
again the next day.' The nan of the house was an oflfeer 
of rank, and it being a day of general' mustering, he 
marched up all the company, and i i^M>ke to hunAnods 
vkh fteedom ; maiiy tears were shed, and several con- 
victed, one of whom has since become a preacher. I 
comtioned semrai days in the Neck, and my labours were 
attended with success.^ 

** I again met brother P. R. in Cecil county, where we 
had a ^arterly meeting, and from thence we set out for 
Bafftford. He solicited me not to fail attending the 8al- 
timoie Conference. On the Lord's day followiog, an ap^ 

* ^ After I left brother JdiuS, I was wandering along in search ^ 
an opening for the word, in deep thought and prajer, that my way 
aught t>e prosperous. I came opposite a gate, the impression was 
cmdden— turn in, this In ^lepkee where you are to begin, ftwasthe 
house of JUv. £. Cooper^9i»other»«nd tfitoltor was his step ftther. 
Ezekiel wasahout thirteen yeans of age, and as he hasaince inf^>i^ied 
me, he receiyed a divine touebwhioh he nev«r4oAt, and some years ^ 
after, he was happify brought out to testify of the forglTing levip 
of Jesus, was called to the work of the ministry, and to eminent 
asefbhmn in the ^haroh of CM. There is great ^jause of tjiaitlt 
falnefs 4br imj feeble ttfotlB in tWs iittle exeursioo^" 

^» 
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pointmeat was made ^r me to preach in my native pl^ce ; 
a multitnde gatheredi among whom were many of my old 
friends and relations, which made the cross very heavy. 
I gave. out my old text, ' The great day of his wrath id 
come, and who shall be able to stand V Just as I had 
entered on the subject^ I fainted under the cross, and fell 
to the ground, (I was preaching under the trees,) where 
I lay till water was brought and thrown on me, when I 
immediately recovered and was enabled to rise. I then 
proceeded, the subject opened to m^, and we had a solemn 
aeasoni. Tongue cannot express or pen describe what 1 
fel^ Some of the careless ones said,/ He is not able to 
stand.' It seemed as if I could have lain down my life 
for my relatives and neighbours, had it been required. 
Thanks be to God, I trust some gbod was d<^e. The next 
day I was most severely pursued by the enemy of souls. 
I was young, and very feeble both in body and mind, and 
greatly, feared lest I should fall under the hand of my pow^- 
erful foe ; but the blessed God had an eye upon me for good. 
On Monday I had a severe conflict about attending the 
conference. The exercise of my mind was too great for 
my emaciated frame. I betook myself to my bed and lay 
till twelve o'clock, then rose up and set off. I got into 
Baltimore about sunset. The conference was to begin 
the next day : I attended, passed through an examination, 
was admitted on trial, and my name was, for the first 
time, classed among the Methodists ; and I received of 
Mr. Rankin a written license. My mind continued so 
agitated, for I still felt an unwillingness to be a travelling 
preacher, that after I went from the preaching house to 
dinner, I again fainted under my burden, and sunk to the 
floor. When I recovered I found myself in an upper 
chamber on the bed, surrounded by several preachers ; I 
asked, ' where I had been,' as I seemed to be lost to all 
things below, appearing to have been in a place from 
whence I did not desire to return. The brethren joined in 
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pray^ 9 and my soul was so happy, white em 
so pleasing an aspect, that th^ preachers apj 
more like angels than men. And I have prai 
ever since, that, though unworthy of a seat 
I was ever united to this happy family." 



CHAPTER III. 

CoDunences a regular travelling preacher — Severely ex^rcieed — 
Mach asfflsted — Holds a watch night — Goes to Fairlkz circait — 
PfSiefaee in the perish church — Great manifestation of the power 
of iQiod — ^Attacked hy a Preshyterian minister on the doctrine of 
perfectloik— Farewell seripon— Lodges with a i^uaker— Attends 
conference. 

<' I WAS appointed to travel in the Frederick circuit with 
Mr. Rodda, and as the conference ended on Friday, I set 
out, arrived at Mr. W — n's, and the next day got into 
my circuit. I preached on the Lord's day with very 
little freedom or happiness to my own soul, the enemy 
stOl pursuing me with his fiery darts. At times I had 
sweet communion with my blessed Lord ; but a conscious- 
Jiess of my weakness and inability for the great work in 
which I had engaged, caused my hands to hang down. 
I was a young soldier, and knew but little about exer- 
ci^ng the Christian armour. The goodness of God was 
great to me, in opening the hearts of the people to receive 
and bear with my weaknesses. 

" One day on my way to my appointment my difficulties 
appeared so great, that I turned my horse, three different 
times, towards home. I was in a solitary wood, entirely 
alone; I wept, I mourned, and prayed at the feet of my^ 
Lord, and was finally encouraged to go forward, and a 
sweet and powerful meeting we had. Sometimes when I 
have been at the appointed place, and the people assem?- 
bling, I have been tempted to bide myself, gr wish that I 
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"iTttrBick; atr other times I hare eovied the happineaiof 
crawling insects on the face of the eafth ; and I have con- 
stantly fonnd that the ^eater cross it was to speak for 
God, the greater was the blessing, both to myself and the 
people. In these cases I seldom opened my month to 
ipeak in public but the power of the Lord was sensi- 
bly felt. My Bible, at particular times, would appear so 
small that I could not find a text I remember one day, 
a congregation wa^ gathered, and I was alone, under deep 
exercise ; and it appeared as if there was not one verse 
in the Bible that I could speak on : all^n a sudden whilst 
I tiras on my knees before the Lord* the Mowing text w|is 
powerfully applied : ' The Spirit of the Lord God is upon 
me, because he hath anointed me to preach glad tidnigB 
to the meek, to bind up the broken hearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captif es, and the opeoHig ol the prtsbn to 
ttein that are bouid^' Isa. fad, 1. I inmiediateiy met the 
assen^y, and after singiag and prayer, gate out the text, 
and ^ power <d God descended m an- extraordinary 
mmsxr. Previoiiely to this the people were so hardened 
thatwehadoaly fonr members m that place; iwitbefoTel 
left the house, twenty, who seemed to be that day brokefi 
in heart/- were added to the society.* We coatimed sing- 
ing and praying till nearly sunset, and ikere appealed to 
be very few in the eongregation whose hearts wene not 
touched ; my voice beittg almo^ lost in the cries of the 
distressed. O Messed beGod ! id^ mas a day of »am>w 
and fat things to my poor heart. 

''Some time after I wm requested to appoint a watch- 
niglrt, to which I contented. Mr. &. was displeased that 
I had not consdted hkn; bai I was innocent, knamng 
very little of the discipiine. Many people came together, 
and many of the children of the devil were angry and stoned 
the house; but the Lctfd was powerfully present. Hie 
people had a little pacadise ; and I teustthere were seFnral 
new-born mAs, and some poor sinners fanwght to trembly.' 
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" I dontinoed six months' in this circuit; and blessed 
be God ! many were added to the society ; his children 
much quickened ; and many happily brought into the king- 
dom of grace. My heart was closely united to the people, 
and they were remarkably kind t6 ne. I thought it a 
great forour to be received as a preacher : and I verily 
believe the Lord inclined the hearts of the people to over* 
look my many weaknesses and want of knowledge ; and 
for the sake of his dear Son in a small measure owned my 
efforts. 

" I think it was in November I was sent to Fairfax cir- 
cuit, where I staid three * months. I had many happy 
moments, and preached the gospel with freedom. I 
cannot say I met with much success^ neither was I so 
powerfully harassed by temptations. I was now better 
acquainted with Satan's devices ; and I trust, had a more 
steady confidence in my blessed Saviour. I began to preach 
the word more freely, and wa^ not so easily shaken with 
rei^ct to my call to the ministry. I was now entirely 
willing to be a traveUing preacher : and Messed be Qod \ 
be gave me favour in the sight of the people. 

" As there were many doors open for us in New Vir- 
ginia, and several small societies formed, Mr. Rodda 
thought it expedient to send me into those parts of the 
country ; and blessed be my Qod ! I found a willingness 
to go any where, and to do any* thing that would be of 
the least service to the church of God. I bless and 
praise the Lord for his goodness to me during my stay in 
that part of his vineyard, for he wonderfully enlarged my 
imtes after him ; he increased my gifts, and opened the 
hmts and houses of the people to receive his servant and 
his word. Many were added to the society. 

''I visited She{^erd's town, lying high up on the Poo« 
tomac river. On the Lord's day I attended the church, 
lad heard their minister preach on * Keep holy the sab* 
(Ml day.' Thpuj^h he \fas a man slow of speech, I think his 
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tUscootse took up. only fifteen niiBates. B» said there tilras 
no harm in einl unneements on & week day ; bat they oagfat 
to refrain from Uiein on the sabbath. I had no doobt bat 
his discourse was bis own oompositieB. I donoCremenif 
ber a word about the fUl el* man, fitith, or rq[)entanoe. I 
adfed liberty, and went up into the pulpit af^ hkn, and 
gave out, ' How shall we escape if we neglect so great sal- 
vation V Heb. ii, 9. After I had done, one of his heareffl 
asked htm what he thought o£ ^e doctrine the stranger 
had delirered ? Why, said he, he seems to bring Scripture 
to pro?e it; it may be so, but if it is 1 know noUung of it. 
** I preached every other Sunday in the church during 
my stay in this new circuit; and the fourth seruion there 
were as many people as could crowd into the building. 
There was a great agitation anuing the congregation^ and 
the word took such effect on the heart of a wcunan that 
she cried aloud for mercy. The people, being unaccpiainted 
with such things, strove to get out ; but tbe akle and every 
place w^e so crowded, that they could not, unless those 
at the doors had first given way. In a few mimitea the 
Lord set her soul at liberty. She dapped her hands in «a 
ecstacy of joy» praised the Lord, and ^en quietly sat down. 
The whole congregation seemed to be lost in amazeonent, 
and the divine presence appeared to run through the whole 
house : most of the people were meked into tears. The 
Presbyterian minister was among the crowd, and most of 
his congregation came to hear what the babbler had to say. 
This man with his deacon I met on the road a few days 
after. * I was hearing you preach,' said he, 'and I did 
not like your doctrine.' What was your objection, said I 
^ Why it was a volley of stuff.' Well, I replied, if the 
Lord makes use of it to bring souls to himself, I wish to 
be thankful and satisfied. * You preach perfection,' said 
he, ^ and that I do not believe to be attainable in thia lifef' 
Then, said I, you do not hold with the doctrine of oor J 
Lord aod his apostles ; our Lord says, ' Be ye perfect even i 

! 
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te^r F&ther in heniFen is pei^eet/ and ^ apostle says^ 
*I1ie %ik)od «f Christ cleanseth from all sin.' When are 
we to be made perfect 1 ' Not till death,' said he. Out 
Lord, said I, * eane to 4mWf the ^vorks of the devil ;' 
ttd 4» yoti BQppose be win -oali death to his assistance 1 
death in ^criptore is called the last enemy, and we learn, 
ftttt as death leaves us jndgsitent will find us ; sxid that 
fhete Is no knowledge <n work in the grave. And if we 
die in <iur sins, where the Lord is we Cannot come : I 
wtat to know how dea^ is to bring this uhout. * Why,' 
add he, * at the article of death, sin is done «way, and 
not iffi then.' The Papists say, we must be refined by the 
fire of purgatory : the Universalists, that ^e last fiirthing 
wfll be paid in hell ; and yon say, Nay, death will do it{ 
Mft we profass to hold with the Holy Scriptures, which 
s&y, that ' his name shall be <sidled Jesus, for he shall save 
lu8 people from Hieir sins.' Do yon not, sud I, believe 
tet ^ Lord is able to wash «nd oleanse the soul from 
afl m one minute befere death ? To this he agreed. And 
if a mionte, why not % day, a month, yea, why not seven 
jam? The apostle saith, ' Behold, now is the accepted 
tOK ! behold, now is the day of salvation.!' How dare 
uiy man Indt the holy One of IsraeL '* 1 have done with 
yoQ,' cried he and his deacon, acnd so saying taniec| they 
tfaar backs upon me.* 

" A lew eveniDgs albr, I pnaefaed near bis house, and 
lie and his deacon were present again ; a precious season 
veiMid ; agveatafaaking among sinneiv, and I ^expect the 

* " I shall here observe, that many things were said on both sides, 
wliioh I pesaedin asy daily journal ; the enbetanee of which I gave 
tothe piibUe,aDd I hvm shice examined my daily journal, and J am 
usared of the ooivoctaess of what vnu said. But I have tossy, we 
vefe both beginners in the great work of the mhustry, and pro- 
bably a iew years* loiiger expmlenee, «ttd we should have been 
etpiMeoffaaiidlingtheeoiiitroversyiiioreprofltiMy. God alone is 
iMhitely pnfeet. Among finite iat^genees perfeetion «an onlj^ 
be in degrees. Angels are perftct in their measure. A«|eia ih 
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heart of tbe miniater was also softenod. Hi came to me 
after sermon, and asked my pardon if be had said any 
thing amiss. 

^* Glory to God, he enabled me to travel largely through 
that country, to preaeh one, tvo, three, and sometiiaes four 
sermons a day. The last sermon I preached was frcnn' 
* Finally, brethren, farewell,' d^c. This was a time not 
soon to be forgotten. A large congregation seemed to 
drink in every* word; such attention was given and so 
much of the divine presence felt, that I continued nearly 
three hours, and then the people hung around me in such 
a manner that I could scarcely get from them, begging me 
with tears not to leav^ them." 

Thus ended the labours of this man of God in that part 
of the country fcnr this conference year. And who that 
reads the preceding account of his travels, his mode of life, 
his indefatigable labours to promulgate the gospel of the 
grace of God, and witnesses at the same time the aston- 
ishing effects of his ministrations, but must glorify God 
in him ? To young preachers of the gospel in particular, 
this narrative of the manner in which Mr. Garrettson 
was called forth into the gospel field, and the various 
exercises of his mind, as well as the encouragement afford- 
ed him by the Head of the church, must be peculiarly inte- 
resting and profitable. How different the school in which 
his mind was disciplined to ''the obedience of Christ'' 
and prepared to become a competent and an efficient 
" minister of the New Testament" from that in which many 
are fitted by the art and device of men ! The instrument 

paradise was perfect in his measure. Christiana may be perfect in 
their measure, and what we call Christian perfection, is a high 
degree of piety— to love God with every power of the soul, and to 
he saved from all sin, properly so called. 

** The apostle Paul describes it, < tb be enlightened, to taste the hea- 
venly gift, to partake of the Holy Ghost, to taste the good word of 
God, and the powers of the world to come.' < The ble«d of Christ- 
cteaDS^s from all sin. '" 
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' was fitted trnkswrnk, wd te eflto was powerfidly felt 
vhexivn it operated. 

A^er lodging and praying with a Qaaker fiunily '* whose 
iiearts-the Lord toaefaed/' Mr. <Hrrettaon attended a qnar* 
terly naeeUng at Fairfax with Mr. Rihkio^ and then went 
U) ihe conference which was held at Deer creek. 

CHAPTER IV. 

Dmt creek Conference— Goim to Bnmewick circiiit, Virgim& — 
Happy eeasons in preaching on the way — Arrives on hie circuit, 
and findstt liyely people — An oflicer interrogates him on the subject 
of fighting — Confidence in God increased — Great consolation ia 
preaching — ^Tempting offers, which he resists— Whites and Uacks 
much afl^ted — Refuses the state oath— Escapes a threatened im* 
priaonment— Goes to North Carolina— Reflections on Christian 
perfection — Experiences perfect love, and preaches this doctrine-;- 
Narrowly escapes being shot. 

<' Our conference this year began at Deer creek the 20th 
of May, 1777, and continued till the Friday foUowing. I 
was greatly refreshed among the servants of God ; aome 
of whom I have neyer seen since, nor shall again on this 
side of eternity. 

" My appointment was in Virginia, in what was called 
Brunswick circuit, with brother W. and brother T. After 
spending a few days among my relations and old friends, 
on Monday I set out for my circuit, and on Tuesday met 

the preachers at brother M r's.in Fairfax: and the 

next morning we set out in company on our way. My 
appointment was much to my mind, and I had a lively 
hope that my Lord would be with me, and bless my weak 
endeavours to promote his cause. 

" We travelled several days before we met any Method- 
ists ; but the Lord befriended us, for we had happy times 
together ; and had an opportunity of preaching several 
sermons before we reached our circuit : we had a sweet 
6 
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seasdti M file hoitte of It gbod M, tMB ; uni lAbak vc 
were proTidentiallj sent thither, not only for tbo benefitigf 
Ibe fitonify, iMt li&eiMbe of . Many others. , 

^ Jtine the 4tli I patx^ ^wiifa ipy jooaipehis tadi thanks 
bet6 0bid,-myioal wtii8fireihedi»inAaewwine. Tbe 
same day I wits tMMight to the iwu^ of arkiaid widow/who 
sent out and called a company together. There was a 
young growing society in this neighbourhood. I.preached 
irom 'Fear not, little floek/ ^l&c, bike xii, 82. From 
what I could understand they had seldom had such a time 
of refreshing. I could say It is good for me to be here. 
Hy cenfidence still grew stronger with respect to my call 
to ^e ministry. 

''On the 5th of June I got into my circuit, and on 
Saturday the 7th, began my ministry among a lively piso- 
pie. I was attacked by an officer who wanted to kiamw 
my mind respecting fighting. I told him God had taught 
me better than to use carnal weapons against the lives of 
human creatures. He in,timated something about stopping 
me. I told him I was not afraid of man — ^that if he did 
not learn to fight with other weapons he would go to heB. 

^* On Sunday the 8th of June, I preached at broths 

I ^'s to many serious people. While I was pointing 

out the gospel salvation there was a shout in the camp of 
Israel ; and afler the meeting ended there was a rejoicing 
among God's people. I met the society, and was more 
than ever confirmed in my belief that the Lord had a^it 
me into that part of the vineyard. I there met widi a 
black boy who was happy in the Lord ; and I thought he 
exceeded all the youths I had ever seen for a gift and 
power in prayer. 

" Monday, June the 9th, I preached a fe^ mUes oiff, 
from these words, • Loose him and let him go.' There 
were as many people as the house could contain. After 
preaching nearly two hours, the cries of the assembly were 
so great that I, desisted. The people continued together 
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a loBgituBAiftor, tad I dbwH Ml h9t teveitl w^ie q^ «t 
Ukertji. O JeMOl tkKm iliU ^i^r^i^il mj fiijudij.lhni 

tM tboa havl.cftlltd me to tte miisiry of tl^ Ufpyed 
vrard. At this meeting we wer^. 90 woodcirfttUy 4mwn 
oot tliat wei knei^ «et «li^ ^ part, bavii^ fld^oi felt 
the like. Tiift ofiist 4aj I bad great freedom to pfQiMdij 
»id onto tool irair bcm.^Ciod« 

«' Tborsdagr, Jiin« 12tb» I fewd Ubetty io imt^i^g tt 
Dr. C-— -f '$ W wi Mq^TjP) i|f»lf9mn epngregatioik I rode 
. l^O^l, Tuyfef'^eqd Wt iHPtl^r F. P. W^ held a wati* 
niglM, %nd l thi»k I im»^^ had iviore freedom |o 9^. 
Th^ inofd w«8 bie^d t(» the Cc4<^9l aod hi« fimuly , aod 
tbff tinted 91? efef «fter i^are K|ie a 100 fhaO' a stranger ; 
;«^ { s;iay 69iy» m<(ir^ |f(^ an imgvd than « poor c|od of 
s«^. And I> €p «iy pact, shall e?^ respect them for 

" Thus pexl dfiy I ^gain grossed the Roanoke rlf^r^ and 
Mffr^l^^^tctpffich fimi thesis words, 'For ku *e 
wm^M p^rtt th^ WH w 0f!w: wd gone, the flowers ^p- 
fm^m A««iacth, tbtlipfi of thi&^9><lgingof birds is oome, 
and the voice of tim turtle i$ hesrd in the land/ 4^ 
4ft^ tb^s w? b«d a love iv»i|st» and w^f spoke freely of 
thegpeKi9$9f o^Ood- In this place the people wanted to 
giiimip ifiU^ Ib^ir )^i^4m^ ; M I rt^s^d thsir obliging 
^Sim$ kmg fHmm^ I nhovid dp qser? good in vrander- 
ing 9p fM diW9 rt» nnk Wi^bont *ny ineuQ^bra^c^M 1 
apd ^ fiMr liig^, I il^d -epQiigh to siff ye my parposes. The 
|i^9p)ta^0l^ ^p^ (SQPAid#raU«, and pleasing to |lat^re« 
IWft W^W, way wiM» yowr flaUiwy I I «onld rejoi^ in 
viy fSpd, wi^ tb^ teifi^t^yof ^ gcod cooacieiice« kmm- 
% f||l|t^ ^ <>h|f^^op |iras made for the good pf Christ's « 
c^^opch w^ii^^ he pmrc)||;^ wit^ |iis of n bl<^. It ipff© 
m tiw? td rtppk pf l^iiis^ apd kadsi 4^6. I p^e^ on, 
qipi^uig Hi^^ my ^yipi^, W^y^ greatly eppow^ged 
ift. Ib^ WfHPd wrk. Bnt hiJoyon days did i^ot ^ways 
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attend me. I again experienced the severe bufbttings of 
Satan ; but my exercises proved a blessing to me, for my 
soal was humbled, and I was if^ade in a measure sensible 
of the need of a deeper work of grace in my heart before 
I could be completely happy. 

*^ Sunday, June 22d, in Roan(^e chapel I preached to 
about five hundred whites, and almost as many blacks 
who stood without. I found freedom of mind^ and many 
tears were shed by both white and black. The next day 
while I was preaching a funeral sermon we had much of 
the divine presence. In this way I continued around the 
circuit till the quarterly meeting, which was held in 
August, at Maberry's chapel. The Lord was with me, 
blest my endeavours, and increased my love to him aiu) 
his people, in this circuit I conversed with some deeply, 
experienced Christians, and by their humble walk and 
heavenly conversation, I was much stirred up to seek a 
deeper work of grace ; especially by the experience of 

sister B . I believed there was such a thing as perfect 

love to be attained in this world ; and I likewise knew I 
was not in possesion of it : I saw a beauty in the doctrine^ 
and preached it, but it was at a distance. 
. ** About this time the state oath began to be administered, 
and was universally complied with, both by preachers and 
people where I wass but I could by no means be subject 
•to my rulers in this respect, as it touched my conscience 
towards God: so I was informed I must either leave the 
state, uke the oath, or go to jail. * I told those who came 
to tender the oath to me, that I professed mysdf a friend 
to my country : that I would do nothing willingly or know^ 
ingly to the prejudice of it : that if they required it, I 
would give them good security of my friendly behaviour 
during my stay in the state. ' But why,* said they, * will 
you not take the oath V * I think,' said I, ' the oath is too 
binding on my conscience ; moreover, I never ewore an 
oath in Iny life ; and ministers of the gospel have endogh 
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to do in th^ aplieie. I vmx^ ill af I tiungf « to keq^ a 
cMflcifinee void of oie^ce, to Walk in tiie aafeAt |i¥ay, and 
(o^nB the good i citn in Mnging 8iniKar» to Ood/ 

^We begiln to hbimjr under .faeavjr pdkical trials, as it 
was^ltttle aft^ the conpieneofieiit of what w6 call the 
teTdntionary war, and mdeed the dash of airms was m new 
tUog in ipnpr eoimtry/ iespeeiaUy such powerful blows fineln 
an Ofergrown mothet', who wanted to :keep her children 
wider snbjeetiony m matters wherein they theoght tfaey 
^e eapable of jadging ^fiv .Ihenselves. It might hie 
tflbd/^hy did yoo ipt com^ with the law } From 
T6idin^, my own reflection, and^e^eachipgs 9f the good 
(Spirit, I was drawn jqaite away from a hdtef in the law- 
iUtiess of shedding huqiaa hlood under ikhe goepel dispen- 
^ttioQ, or at most it most he in an extreme case, touching 
wUefa, at that time my mind was in doubt. Again, I 
t^ht the test oath was worded in such a way, as to 
liad me to take arms whenever called on, and I felt no 
^iq[>osition to use carnal weapons. 

^ liany <tf my friends endearoored ,to persuade me to 
<Wply : alleging that i mif hf he more useful among the 
Pso|ile : >Qt lift was to Jio imnK^e. The rulers said, * You 
nnm leai^e the state.' ^Jiis I ci^mot dp, for first, the 
<^ference appointed me to labour in this state : and in 
the second place, I am confident that my appointment is 
M>proved of by my heavenly Father ; and therefore J dare 
not Ifeave the state* * SThen,* said they, * you must go to 
prison.' That matter, I replied, I leave to the God of 
I^aniel ; assured he is ab)e to defend my cause, whether 
ia or out of jail. \ 

*'The many trials I had on this occasion drove me 
^rer to God, and as many thought that every sermon 
vould be my last, more attended than otherwise would, 
^d I found much freedom to preach the word, and good 

** At a certain place several of the rulers bound them- 
6» 
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selves to put me to jail, when I came that way again : mj 
friends persuaded me. to decline going there; but I told 
them I could not be clear if I distrusted so good a God< 
Before I came round to that place, Uie Lord laid his afflict-' 
ittg hand on some of those ruling men who had ihreatmied 
to imprison me ; so that when I went there, several of 
them had already made their exit into eternity I and an- 
other was lying at the point of death. I preached with 
much freedom, but though I had been chased for several 
months, there was none to lay the hand of violence i^on 
me. The persecution from this quarter entirely subsided 
during my stay in the state. In this circuit I jnet with a. 
number of inward and. outward trials; but I bless God, 
that he ever sent me into this part of his vineyard : so 
^ that I can truly say, that the life and conversation of many 
of my worthy friends, (some of whom were older in the 
grace of God than myself,) were made a great Messing to 
me. 01 how shall I make suitable returns to my God 
for the thousands of his favours. 

^'In September I went to North Carolina, to travel 
Roanoke circuit, and was Sweetly drawn out in the glo- 
rious work, though iny exercises were very gpreat, particu- 
larly respecting slavery.* Many times did my heart 4iche 

* The questipn of slavery becomes more and more perplexing in 
these United States. It is on evil more easily deplored than extir- 
pated. Though it is oaose for much grat^ode that by the inflaenee 
of the gospel many of th9 slaves are made better, and their mastei:s 
have become more humane in their treatment of their slaves, all 
seem to agree that it is an evil much to be deprecated. It seems 
indeed likd an inveterate disease of the body, the pains of whibh are 
sensibly felt, though not easily removed. What efB»ot it may ulti- 
mately have on the body politio time alone mutt and willdsvelope. 

In Uie present state of things in the southern states it geems un- 
available to contend for emancipation. The best, I think, which 
caft be done to meliorate their condition is to bring, as far as possi- 
ble, all, both, master and servant, under the iniluenee of that immu- 
table law, binding on all human beings, namely, to do to others as 
we would they should do unto us in like dramnstances. iiet Bhtvea 
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on aceooot of the alaTes in this part •£ tte coMtry, and 
many tears did I shed, both ia Virginia and Gaiotina, 
wtile •xhibiting a croeified Jesns to Uieir Tiew ; and I 
Ueas God that my lahoors were not in vain among ibem. 
I endecvoored frequently to iaenlcate the doctrine of ' 
freedom In a private way, and this proenred me the iO will 
of some who were in ijfzt nnmcrciful practice. I would 
often set apart times to preach to the blacks, and adapt 
my disepcMrse to them alone ; and precious moments have 
I bad. While many of their saUe faces were bedewed 
with tears, their withered hands of faith were stretched 
out, and their precious souls made white in thel blood of 
the Lamb. The suffering of these poor outcasts of men, 
' throng the blessing of God, drove them near to the Lord, 
and many of them were truly happy. 

" Respecting Chrisdan perfection, I believed such a 
thing to be attainable in this life; I therelbre, both in 
public and private, contended for it, and had often felt the 
need of it in n^ own soul : but I never had such a view 
of it in my life as while in this circuit. The Lord, in a 
very powerful and sudden manner, gave me to see and feel 
the need of this blessed work. Every heart corruptioi) 
was discovered to me by the blessed Spirit, at the house 
of that dear afflicted mother in Israel, Mrs. Y. I have had 
many sWeet moments with that precious family ; but she 
has since gone to Abraham's bosom. This discovery was 
made to me while I was alone in the preachers' room. I 
expected in a few moments to be in eternity ; and the cry 
of my heart was, Lord, save me from inbred sin. The 
purity of God, heaven, and the law, with the impurity of 
my heart, were so disclosed to my view, that I was hum- 
bled in the very dust; and expected never to enter into 

and masters be lAstmcted fai this great principle atid act tinder iK 
ittthority, an4 it shall ultimately work the entire destruction of 
ilayery it«elf.--EpiT!OR. -^ 
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Um kingdlom oi Imwiw^ wilhoi^ a greater likeDfttt ta my 
bteased Lord. I rejoiced that die coU haad of death was 
not upon me. For more than a week an earnest struggle 
coB&ned in my heart for all *he mind wliich was in 
Christ My appointaienls were msdy, or I aai appnehen- 
sive i should have declmed pceachkig so pure'a gbspd, 
jtill the heart corruptions whkh I feU were washed away. 
The enemy strove very hard to rob me of my oonthleoce ; 
i»A although I was at {times hcought Twy ilow, y«A I did 
not let go JBy hold of the dear Rad^emer, tiiie .Witness of 
my justification/ 6e«. 

" One day I went to my appointment and while the 
people vrerm gatherii^g, I withdrew about a quarter of a 
.mile from the house and wreaded wit^ the Ik>rd jn )piqFiBr : 
I thought I could not p^eet the congregation^ unless I wis 
d^ivered from iny inbred ains. However, sifter jdie peo- 
,ple had waited about an Jhour, I wait to the Jioite» hoi jay 
struggle seemed to be at the lieight. I thonght I ,W6iild 
pray with ^e .people and dismiss ^em. After prayer my 
Lord gave me this tfflU;, 'Blessed a^e the pure in heart, 
for th^ shall see God/ Never had I silchiireadom befeie 
that time, to describe, let, the impmrity of the iieart : 2dly, 
how it is to be purified : and 3dly, the blessiBg resnhiog 
therefrom— That they shall see God. While I was wpsA- 
ing of the travail of a squI for purity, all jny inward dis- 
tress vanished ; and I lelt a Iktle heaven on earth. I 
know diat the Lord deepened his work ; but I did not 
claim the witness.of perfect iove;' yet my souliWaa ha(Hpy 
from day to day. 

<*From this itime I began to preach the dootrin^v^r 
Christian perfection moie than evw ; the pfam aeemeif i^ 
clear to me as the Aoon day sun. Many were oon^inieed 
of the need of perfect love; and some were brought into 
the possession of it* The word of the lK>rd prospered^" 

* What if thif perfectka ? It is not the perfection of €k>d, or 
angels, not the perfbetion of Adam in paradise, but it is Christian 
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in the drcait; and some df the children of Belial were 
stiiYed up to persecute. One day a Tery wicked man 
came into the house while I was preaching; he sup- 
posed my discourse pointed at him, and stood hr a con- 
siderable time, swelling, and threatening in his heart that 
he would haul me down and beat me. But before the 
sermon was ended, he jrare heed lp the things delirered, 
and a ^rit of convictiA took hdd of his heart : before he 
left the house he prafessqd justifying faith; and I tra^ 
became a changed man. 

" I then went to the house of a Christian man, whose 
brother, living next door, was a violent persecutor. — 
While I was at family prayer in tl^e evening, he ran over 
with a loaded gun, and stood with it presented for a con- 
siderable time, but had not power to draw the trigger. A 
few days aiier, he was in a rage with his brother on account 
of his receiving the preacher, shot at him, and slightly 
woanded his body. I was very thankful I escaped him. 

'* In this circuit there was a blessed gathering of souls 
into the fold of Christ, many were convinced and converted* 
and at the spring quarterly meeting we had some Ibely 
witnesses of perfect love ; others were greatly moved to 
seek after that deep work of grace. Glory to God ! I can 
say I had many blessed, happy moments while travelling 
the Virginia and Carolina forests, endeavouring to gather 
poor lest sbuls to the Redeemer's fold. 

''I'have often thought that the consolations afforded 
me were an ample compensation for allthe difficulties and 

perfection. It consists in the extirpation of all sin, in b«ving the 
powers and afl^tions of the heart purified uid the whole soul filled 
with divine love. S^, How is this blessing to he attained ? As we 
ve justified by ftith, so are we sanctified by fiuth. 1. We are oon- 
Tineed of the need of it. 2. In general there is a s^eet dic^ress, but 
Qo goilt or condemnation. 3. We must by faith receive ihe pro- 
loiies. Repentance disclaims all help in man. Faith lays claim to 
•H the help in Christ. Repentance says, I can do nothing. Faith 
*Jt, Through ChHst Jetus ftrmgijumiag mt ieand^oU thUtgsK 
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triaLi I met with, m waodenof: up Md iwn in ai» ill 
natiurcd irorld. Aod I often feflool ntd heweil my tockr 
wardness, wben I first entered so unwiUingly as sJAbciwrer 
into mj Lord's meyard> Bot now, thanks lo bis dear 
name, I go wHUnglj ; and desire. cheerfiiUy t» obey all hie 
commandments, and do all tbtt^ little good I can to piomole 
his honour and glory. 

*'In May, I left the people t^ whom I fiwmd myself 
closely united, and in whose sight the Lord gam me great 
faroar, and set oat for the Leesburg Coaferenee.'^ 



From the conftrenee Id Leetborg , goes to the Pdnifitala, Md. 
^P^neootion agaiiMt the Metho4i8t8— Its caases— ForaeverM Id 
hiswork-^Betten and bruited— QImmmI effbctB of Urii oppos^bnfai 
hie own eeul— Preaebes the word will^ gnat effiieC— £otm^ tl^jft 
state of Delaware, and preai^iee the word with great aao c e ee Qoee 
to Kent island— Death of hb brother Jiihn — Remarkablf instance 
of conversion— Meets with opposition at Dover, but sueceeds in 
{teaching —Reeeiiee a man who was attempting to hang himself^-- 
Conversii^n of aaold perseeiHor— Not en enthmsast^Sis^erf ^9Ak 
to Christ-^Deltvered from the hand of the civil officer— PrauHslies 
and forms a society in Qoantioo— Vindicates in£uit baptism —Oppo- 
tttiim meetings onsoccessfU — 6o«^ effoctsof the gospel— Providen- 
tial interview with a strange woman— Work of God greatly prospars 
— Remavks on silent meetings— Great inward confliets— ^matk' 
able answer to prayer— The arm of the Lord made bare in thereon- 
version of soals-<-The wicked perseente-^Eseapesunhart—Sileneee 
an ignorant disputant- And escapes imprisonment. 

" We had a comfortable conference in Leesburg, and 
May 20, 1778, 1 set out for my destined place. After 
preaching a few sermons, and visiting B^y M friends and 
relations, on the aOth of May I crossed the Ohesapefake ; 
and in the evening had a delightful opportunity of press- 
ing the necessity of holiness on the minds of ma^« 
Blessed be God ! there was a shout in the camp tmoa^' 
our Messed Sarionr's dei^Msed followers; and I have fM 
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Mbi but dial the Lord directed my M ittto ibis put of 
the work. 

''On fiNindaj I spoke In Kent pretcbing booie whh 
mt»h libei^ J y «nd we liad a sweet rd^sbing S6eiOQ4 
noB was tlie first Methodist preaching house tiiat ^as 
SoBt on liiis shore. In the evening I was moeh drawn 
a^hk pi^etlhd self examinatidli ; and fell tiie sweet 
h$Kto dfthe tilessed Spfiiit» and etperieneed the Wss of 
pi^er, mdi a cofufortable hope that my Lord had deep- 
eiM liis Uroik. of grace in iny heart. Fonr pieachers were 
ap()oliitiid !^ eonference for the Peninsula — ^Brothers 
tbrtt^, Uttiejofaii, J6hQ Cooper, and myself. The ene- 
mfafitMB'hnd stirred np a gre^t perseeation against the 
l ii ttcid igteu Brdther Hartley was taken by ^ mlers, 
tiMpbtin confinement. Brother Littlejohn thooght it 
IfllKiKly to Mom to Virginia. And poor brother Cooper 
^ijA-loo mweU to travd much i so that for a ecmsiderable 
^im(h» Mi ^most alone.'* 

^^^i8%as a 'season peculiarly trying lo the Metiiodist 
iMicli^. War knows no mercy ; and the mere circum- 
siatfee'tiikt the first Methodist preachers were from Eng* 
bttU, ttiftder the dh-ection ofMr. Wesley, whose loyalty to 
iil^ldi% and country led him to sp^k and write against 
die proceedings of the American proviniees, was enough 
it^belf to excite suspicions in the ruling party here 
against the preachers. The fbct, tllso, as stated by Mr. 
Chtireftson, that m6st of thdse who had joined the socie- 
ttes, and especially the preachers, were firbm principle 
•Verse to war, which led them to refuse to beikr arihs in 
their country's defence, tended to strengthen the suspi- 
tisn, and of course to protoke opposition against them. 
IM'tfae fiiilowing facts, which are recorded in'the manu- 
teript notes to the printed journal by Mr. Oarrettson, show 
fktt some imprudences on the part of those whose ex«m^ 
|feAoald bave beenof a difibrent chara^er, etince that 
iim siiq)icion» were not entirely without ^nidation. 
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^* To human appearance,-' says Mr. Garrettson, ^' our 
prospects were gloomy." In this place what was called a 
U^ry com{Mmy embodied themselFOs, and a backslidden 
Methodist by the name of Chancey Clowe, who was once 
thought to be a pious man, of considerable note in the 
society, laid aside his religion, and began to raise a com- 
pany with a view to make his way through the country 
to the Chesapeake to join the Bri^h* whose fleet at that 
time lay in the Chesapeake bay. He succeeded in rais- 
ing about 300 men. He did much .mischief before he was 
detected and his plans frustrated. It was not, however, 
before some blood was shed, that this mob was dispersed; 
and the leaders brought to justice. His excellency* Cesar 
Rodney, at that time governor of the state, was friendly 
to religion. Our enemies were assiduous in their endea- 
vours to prejudice his mind against us ; inculcating the 
idea that we were tories, and ought to be crushed as a 
body. He insisted on knowing how many of these insur- 
rectionists there were of each denomination, and when 
they found there were only two Methodists among them, 
the governor's remarks made our enemies look small before 
the court. They were all pardoned except C. Clowe, the 
leader, who was hung. This hi^pened in the Peninsula, 
a tract of country lying between the Chesapeake and De^ 
laware bays, comprehending a part of Maryland, part of 
Virginia, and the whole of the Delaware state. 
. While these things were transacting among this class 
of people, Mr. Rodda, one of the British preachers, n« 
doubt thinking he was doing God service, was spreading 
on his circuit the king's proclamation, and acting in seve^ 
ral respects unbecoming the character of either a Christifm 
or minister. He fled, however, to the bay, and employed 
a slave or slaves to take him to the British fleet, and t^us. 
just escaped with his life. The truth of history requires- 
this record. . As Philadelphia was at this time in posses^ 
sion of the British, he was taken there, ^d from tkencc 
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to his natii^ lasid ; tu|d «o^iiw got dear of a liecMicMen 
prewlwr. 

^^In ^« niil i Bt ctf'iliese «ad ttuMf more tfOHM^s #ydi 
m^ibe m ei iti eiifeit/' 6ay» Mr. ^fanrettson, ^'^Ged «fia- 
Mtte'to^go!&rw«rd tliret^ good Wd evil ^epor^ anfd 
be^Mood^y^mei wDtd'thailks^to bis^l^leased iiaiiMylite flc^^ 
filled his promise, and I went^Q #itboiit f&Kr.^' 

The a^re •di^ciuMtanoeSy hoover, as rekned by 'Mr. 
^irrettsoQ, liad a*veiy deleteriem ^feot ufKm the tran- 
^Btyef ^le so^ieiteBy as tbey tended tery mtitb to stir 
op Hie spirit of p^seeution against tlie Methodists. At 
sQ^'time6''i¥h»i'ineii^i spirits «Te exeited, they are tiot 
Tery aeoarale in djstiaguidhiB;^ between the innocent aiKd 
gQ% : though the eondnct #f these few ought not to have 
impfio&ted the whole body, yet it served as a pretence fer 
tiHw who wished for an excuse toTeproaeh pure religion. 
'^ Hence,** 'Mr.' Ghirrettson observes, " it was soon cireujf 
Jated through the country that the Methodidts were enc- 
nwwtothe American oause .:' and were embodying them- 
selves to meet the English army. A short time before 
^iS) the^ English preachers had embarked for Europe ; 
^ &e conduct of Mr. R., as before mentioned, had been 
^^7 injurious to the persecuteAd flock. 'Buring this time, 
ft' A«bnry found an asylum at the house of good old 
Judge White, and I believe none but the Lord and him- 
^ knew what he suflhred for nearly twelve months. 
We have since seen the hand of the Lord in his preserva- 
tion. 

** My exercises of mind were very great, and my friends 
''^ Kent, on every side, entreated me tar^main with them, 
^1^ not to travel at large at the hazard of my -life. I was 
Teady at first to consent, but had not remained more than n 
''cek among them, when my spirit was stirrefd within me, 
^ild I cried earnestly to the Lord to know his will. I felt 
*Q impulse to go, believing that God would stand by me, 
■ 7 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



66 LIFE OF THE 

and defend my cause. And I received soch a deep sense 
of God in my heart, and snoh precioos promises of his 
parental care over me, that I took leave of my Kent friends, 
and sat out without any dread of my worst enemies* I 
then traveled largely through the country, preaching once, 
twice, three, and sometimes four times a day, to listening 
multitudes bathed in tears. 

. "IshaHnotsoonforgetthe24thof June, 1778. Owhat 
a wringing of hands among sinners, and crying for mercy ! 
God's people praising him from a sense of his divine jHre- 
sence. O how did my heart rejoice in God my Saviour 1 
I went through Cecil county, and part of Delaware state. A 
precious flam<e was kindled in many hearts, and many 
were brought to in(]piire what they should do to be saved. 
I visited Mr. Asbury at Judge White's, and found him very 
. uawell. I had a sweet opportunity of preaching at his 
place of confinement. AAer some agreeable conversation 
with Mr. Asbury, I w^ilt on to Maryland, and had much 
liberty in preaching to our persecuted friends in Queen 
Ann. 

: ," In this place they threatened to imprison me ; but as 
> they did not take me in the public congregation, I con- 
. eluded they did not intend to lay hands on me : however, 
the next day, as I was going to Kent, John Brown, who was 
formerly a judge in that county, met me on the Toad. When 
t came near him, he made a full stop as if he wanted 
something ; apprehending nothing, I stopped and inquired 
the distance to Newtown. His reply was, You must go to 
jail, and he instantly took hold of my horse's bridle. I de- 
sired him in the Lord's name, to take care what he was 
about to do ; assuring htm I was on the Lord's errand, 
ajad requesting him to show his authority for his proceed- 
ings. He immediately alighted firom his horse, and taking 
a large stick that lay in the way, for some time beat me 
over the head and shoulders. Not being far from his 
quarter, he called aloud for help. I saw several persons, 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



BEV, F. «ARRETTSON. 67 

as I thonght, with a rope, ranning to his assistance. 
Provideotially, at this moment, he (et go my bridle : had 
Qotthis been the case, it is probable they would have put 
an end to my life ; for the beasts of the field seemed .to be 
in die utmost rage. I thooght the way was now open I3r 
my escape ; and being on an excellent horse, I gave him 
the whip, and got a considerable distance before my 
^emy conld mount ; but he, knowing the way better than 
nyadf, took a nearer route, met me, and as he passed, struck 
at me with all his might; my horse immediately made a 
^itop, my saddle turned, and I fell with force upon the 
ground, with my face within an inch of a sharp log. The 
blows 1 bad received, together with my fall and bruises, 
^prived me of my senses. Providentially, at this time, a 
woman passed by with a lancet. I Was taken into a house, 
not fiur distant, and bl6d ; by which means I was restored 
to my senses, but it was not e^fpected I had many minutes 
to li?e. My affliction was good for me ; and I can confi- 
dently say, nothing induced me to wish to stay any longier 
in this world, but the thirst I had for the salvation of my 
fellow creatures. *The heavens, in a very glorious nfbn- 
oer, seemed to be open ; and by faith I saw my Redeemer 
9^ing at the right hand of the Father, pleading- my 
cause; and the Father smiling as if reconciled to my 
poor soul. 

''I was so happy I could scarcely contain myself. My 
enemy was walking to and fro, in great agitation, wishing 
lie had not molested me. I had a heart to pray for him>, 
^d desired him to sit down by me and to read such and 
sach chapters. He did so ; I told him if he did not expe- 
rience that Messed work he would surely go to hell. I 
^, if the Lord should take me away, I had a witness 
^thin me that I ^ould go to heaven ; that I had suffered 
pQi^y for the sake of our LordV blelssed gospel ; and that 
1 &eely forgave him. I entreated him to seek the salva^ 
^ of his soul, and never again to persecute the foUow- 
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ersof our Lord. The poor onluppj mail did not kdow 
which way lo look. * I wiU tak» yoa is mf nmii # i / 
Slid he, * wherever yoo want to ga' NotwithaUndia^ 
this, when he pereeaiied I wis likely lo ieoo«er,.)ia* want 
to a BMgiBtrate who was^ nearly as hitter against ns ashiar 
aelf, and brought him to me, ^ 

'' They both^Hppeared as if acliiated by thedeviL Wiih 
a stern look the magistrate demanded my name: I add 
him ; and hetook outhis pen and ink, and begfrn^lorwiiie 
a mittimus to commit me to jaU, Prsf eif , said i,4ae yoa 
a jostice of the peace t He replied that he was : why/thea, 
said I, do you suShr mwt lo^ behave in this meaner t If 
smch persons are not taken notice of, a sfemngeir enn witb 
no degree of safety travel, the road. ' You havHy' said 
he, *■ broken the law.' How do you know that t answered 
I ; but suppose I have^ is this the way to put tlialaw ia 
force against met I am an inhabiton^of thissMe, and 
have property in it ; andif I mistake net, ^e km says iir 
the first ofienee the fine is five pounds^ aiad douUe for 
every oflEeace after. The grand enme was piWMhangdie 
gospd of the I^rd Jesus Christy in which I greatly Tejaiee. 
My enemy, said I, eendooted himsdf more like a kiglMvaQf- 
lean, than a person enibieing the law m a Chnstisa 
country. Be weU attoved, tkis^ matter will be hsaiighl t0 
light, said I, in an awful eternity. He dropped ki»pea, 
and made no fiinber attempt tosend me to prisanu By 
this lime the woman wha bled roe came with a carriage; 
and I found myself able to rise fi'ommy bod and give aa 
exhortation to the mi^^strate, my persecutor, and others 
who were present 

*^ I lodetothe house of old brotker Dudley, and preach* 
ed with much delight*, in the evendng, to a few dkaqpiied 
(Hseiplea, as I sat m the bed,, from Joh* avi^ 33^ ^Theae 
tkinga I have q^ken. unto yea, that in me yeaaigbt havej 
peacor In the wwrld y» shall have tribalalkm, hut ba of 
goed^heer : I havo overcome the world.' 
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^ I can tfuly say^ what Laafbred was for my good, and 
I lank k was rendored a blemng to the people in the 
Tieiaity: for the work of the Lord was earried on in a 
blessed, manner, and IvSiet with very little persecution in 
thitcoiinty afterwards. (Some time after I preached the 
funeral sermon of the wife of the above magistrate, and he 
was ?ery mocfa moved.) Iti the morning I awoke about 
four, and desired the friend of the house) if possible, to 
pr^ttre a carriage fet me by ftix ; as 1 had a. long way to 
go ftad to preach twice» Bnt being disappointed in gettipg 
a conveyance^ though scarcely able to turn in my bed, my 
body being so braised, I looked to the Lord for help, w^iich 
was granted widi sweet consolation. ' I mounted. my horse 
about seven o'clock and rode about : fifteen miles; and -. 
preached at eleven t>'clock. O ! what a nearness I bad 
to the Lord,' while I hdd up a crucified Jesus to upwards 
of fire hdndred persons! My face bruised, scarred, and 
bedewed with tears ! the people were for the most part 
much affected. I rode afterwards ten miles further, a^id 
preached to hundreds with great fireed<Nn. O! how sweet 
^y Saviour was to me ! It seemed as if I could have died 
for him. 

** After a few days respite I went to the place where I 
was beaten, and found that the persecuting ^irit had in 
a measure subsided; and that my way was surprisingly 
opened I had many hearers, and the word was much 
bieased to many souls. The language of the hearts of 
«any was. Surely this must be the right way. 

" The Lord was very kind to me in making a discovery, 
in a vision of the night, of the things I was' to pass through ; 
^ad they came to pass jost as they were made known to ne. 

"From Queen Ann's, I again travelled |hrough the 
I)elaware state, and had many blessed opportunities of eh- 
^reing the trttth on the attentive multitudes that flocked 
^ther from various quarters. In the neighbourhood of 
Mr. S. the people had been deprived of the privilege of 
7* 
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hesring for som^ time^ m> that whM I Mme amMif them 
i fbund then hadigediig ibr the ivord'. I pceaohed ft«in 
' Whoisahethatlooketbibrth tiB the moraingf fair •» the 
moofi^ clatff as the sun^ and terrthle id an aimjr wilb hmar 
n^sV Sotomon'e Seogs vt^ 10. I waa m wouderfidlf 
drawn ofist, and my i^irit aor taken up with dfviiie Moff^ 
that I ahsMPst thooght nyielf in h^areo ; aMmasy of the 
persteoted children of Ood deemed aa if they wo«ld take 
wings .and fly away. Of it was a gieal day of aiwdao- 
iag power ! The bVefeast was also lennrkable fo the 
san^tiQriog opera^oilsjdf the biesaed Spirit. Ifany of onr 
happy ftietada came from aftr^ and fetnhnd with tkeir 
hearts all on fire fdr Qod. Many happy monsflnls have I 
had amonf those loring foUowela of 4nc blessed Lord. 

'< Sunday^ Joly iO* I tkited tod pceaohed to the peo|^e 
of Marshey .Hope. I was sorely teti4>ted of the devil all 
the momii^ before preaching; he atrore to destroy or 
weaken my faith. I waa i^id I should not be a means 
of dpin^ any good. I Umpk and mourned in seeret, aad 
sensibly felt the power of darkness^ tempting me to beliere 
I Mver bad acom^dsu^n to preach the everlasting gospel. 
There was an unexpected congregation ; and shortly after 
I stoed np before the peo|de« the devil and unbelief fled ; 
asid I gave out, » How shall we oacape, if we neg^eot so 
great salvation V Heb. ii, 3. The word ran through idi 
the -Goagregationi aiid there was a great shaking among 
the people* Among the rest, a we|Ban was struck tuuktr 
conviction, and die cri^ for mercy until she feU tothe 
ground. Her husband was much ofifonded, and I was 
informed that he threatened me, as hie.aaid, for killing bis 
wife. After sermon I spent some time in pricing for the 
distressed. In tbe afternoon, aiuHMnpanied by many, I 
rode four miles, aad preached from * Cut it down, why 
combereth it the ground V and I found myself grei^y at 
liberty. In this place a few months ago, tbe people were 
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fittt isfeep^ b»i now MkDj^ are %««dikig up, end s^fettl 

" Ailer U iwdluig ud pieacdung wit)i greM freecbm and 
8000188 in the Belawaire state, I wa* tNtooght mi n^ way 
in (he Ittat of July to Talbel county, in Maryland^ w)me 
I kboosed fer afaont two n^eokt niglA and day witii taar a. 
Mmy mm\9 mte refraabed, and I tbougjit it good fer nie 
to^ there. Sweet refirediii^r laafioai had I am<nig tboee 
^Imnnff people : I sbaU not aoon focgeft those mothers 
m brad, sister Parrot and mter Brnff, wha «re now 
io^ed in Abraham's boioni. They, I trust, lived and 
M^ withesaes of perfect lore. 

^* Id Angnst I left Talbot, and, aeeonqpanied by sereral 
frieods, went to Kent Mand. I preach^ fteqaently to a 
voy gi^, high minded pe<^, with fieechNn. An admi*- 
TMt ehange Ibr the better hu since taken place' in that 
islouL FioSB thenoe I alteoded the Augost ^arterly 
Qttetiog in Kent, and had none to assist me except a few 
local preachers; bat the Lord was powerfidly present, 
both in pifldic worsh^ and at tin love feast. 

'^Icannot hdp4biiiking t)ie circumstance I am going 
to relate very remarkable. One day after racing, my 
brntber Jdm came up to me mnd riiook hands ; and look- 
iag me very wish^y in the face, without any explanation, 
Slid, ' I shall never see yon again in this world.' It was 
evenso; ferby the time I got round as far ss Cecil, he was 
t«lEen very ill ; and a few hours befere I got to his house, 
te was inlened on the east aide of the psfeiaching house, at 
the place where he bade me his last fereweil, not more tiian 
t«a weeks before. He was my second fl|Hritnal son ; and 
tlMre was «n unoommon intimacy between us. His dis- 
sobitioB was revealed to him some time befqjre he died. 
An eminent physician was witb him the evening befere 
1)18 death ; «nd when his vrife, speaking low to the doctor, 
i^aired bow soon he supposed her haaband woidd die, and 
was told that his life would not be profenged until the 
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morahig; he overbearing them, said, * Doctor, I shall not 
go till eight o'clock in the morning.* He had his senses 
perfectly in his last moments, and the exhortation which 
he gave was striking. * After exhorting his vrife and a 
brother who li?ed with him, to stand fiist in the fakh, and 
entreating the servant to love the Lord ; in a very affecting 
manner, he said, ' Now there is but one thing which lies 
heavy on my mind, and that is, the case of two unconverted 
brothers. Tell them,^ tx>ntinued he, * from ne, I never 
expect to see them in heaven^' (they Kved on the western 
shore,) ' unless they repent, and tarii,to the Lord.' This 
he daid to my Inrother Richard. Not long after they heard 
the message, they both nought and fi>und the Latd. Thus 
were his prayers answered. At eight o'clock, as he had 
said, he resigned his i^irit to his God, a witoeiss of perfect 
love. He was beloved by all the peofde of God, and spenrt 
much of his time in the public and private exercises of 
religion. 

" This is the brother, who so sdemnly covenanted wiUi 
God, on a sick bed, thai if his life were prolonged, he 
would give himself to the service of' his Maker. To 
show the mercy of the holy God, I must say, after his re- 
covery, he was as careless as ever. I did not at that time 
enjoy the liberty of the gospel, yet at times I endeavoured 
to talk to my brother, and impress his mind with the sdemn 
jpromises he had made, and how merciful his heavenly 
Father was in sparing him, &c, but he would not hear, 
was rather displeased, and gave me to understand that he 
did not wish me ta revive that subject. 

" Shortly after I was brought to an evidence of salvation 
by the forgiveness of sin, my brother John lay with great 
weight on ^y mind. I accOTdingly visited him, and while 
I was telling him my experience, I believe the blessed God 
touched his heart. With lus eoofsent I appointed a prayer 
meeting at his house ; many attended, and among oth^s 
he-was powerfoHy a^wakened and cried for mercy. About 
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tbiee mootfaB ^e£.tbis« he raccmd i^dear evidenoe of 
hisiec^itaiioa with Qgd^ and waikod faumlOf beibie him. 
lathe ^tng of ITTi^^hemAideda pjaos youBg lady in Cecdl 
comiti^, after which Laaw very, little of hioi ibc two jeaca, 
a»I wasirav«UiagiiLdiataiitpaxta4 buti hare efiery reaaoD 
to believe^ Uiat ha maintained a. heavenly walk with Qod. 

"laHay^ 1778, 1 came to hia hoiiae» and found him an 
homUe foUowti of Jesvsr and had sw^et communion with 
him. He had the charge of thseeclaaaea, in which there 
wete ahdutsiatji members, walking in feve andhaunony, 
and they erteemed. him as a &ther and guide» 

" He gai:e the. g|:eater part of his time to meeting 
th»:cla88efly and visiting from house to house as kxng as 
be WIS ab^ In his last; sickness he praised God wonr 
deifolly^ teatiffing to all around that he had found the 
Ueanng he had been kmg seeking for, the {Mrfect love ef 
God. So my dear bcotfaei; John lived, and so he died* I 
was about forty miles off— they sent for me,. biKfc a little 
beiare larrived he was. iBtei:red', so I did not, afocording 
to his- word,. see him again, neilhar shall I, tilil see him 
iftabettsc world. 

'^InSej^eaiber, 1778^ I letuineid to Deivware state; and 
(»»the^5ih,, for thefifst timoi pmdbed «t Mr. lllUyfa^ 
MsikaMbovakjAdBMuiwhahsdbeMtftOudtei. Ibadfor 
a9v«nlday9suieieddeept€«erciaeftefsmd,.espeeiidlywh^ 
oiwywaytodu^pbeek Theenemyofmyseiiliuggeslad 
tefttbeHiordiWasahardBasteB. The wh^ sabbath morn- 
% I was aereljr ten|i$ed in this way. Thift afpoiotaient 
vss made^ for^Mi^ Asbiftiy, which eau a od my trlsd to be 
gmtar. At the meeting Ifaftre were between "fife bwltdred 
aad a thousaod people; maD^of^whAm eame out of cut;^ 
osit|. I paeadled ttder a tatge opceadsag ^ee ; bui the 
^^^ being Ugh^ I eoaelttded tapveaeh tbaaeaMd wrmon 
iatheheuiei hut the house eonld not Qontatn half of lb^ 
pttpte. I i^Ko ottt, ' One thing I know, wbere^ I was 
Wi^nowlsee.' Glory lo Qod I Jeiw mtfcet use of el»y» 
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in this our day, to open the eyes of the blind. While I was 
in the first place describing the blindness of the human 
mind, the Lord displayed his almighty power. There was 
a great weeping and mourning among poor sinners : I 
likewise felt much happiness, while describing the Lord's 
method in bringing sinners to himself, and in showing the 
blessed privileges they enjoy. How many were then con- 
vinced, and how many converted, I will not undertake to 
say, but I believe the number of both was great. I shall 
take notice of one instance of the power of God displayed 
at this meeting. A man noted for wickedness, came curs- 
ing and swearing, as he has since told me, but under the 
first head of' the discourse, his sins fell, as it were, with 
the weight of a mill stone on him. ' I would,' said he, 
' have run out ; but I was afiraid to put one foot before the 
other, lest I shoul4 drop into hell, for the pit was disclosed 
to my view ; and I saw no way to escape it : I thought 
every minute I should fiiU ; but I held myself up by the 
chair. O ! said he, under the second head of your dis^ 
course, while you were holding up Christ, I saw a beauty 
in him; and without any dependence on mysdf, I cast 
my soul on Jesus; in a moment the burden fell, my 
soul was happy, and I went home rejoicing in my Saviour.' 
I knew him six years after, and fatid no cause to doubt the 
soundness of his conversion. Among the rest an officer 
was cut to the heart, who soon after gave up his connnis- 
sion, and became a pious follower of Christ. I do not 
think I ever saw a more powerfiil day in a new pHice. 
After meeting the people all around were begging to have 
preaching at their houses. Among other places, I lip- 
pointed to speak at Mr. Lewis's whose heart the Lcnrd had« 
touched ; he lived in Mother Kill, a ][^ace famed for wick- 
edness. Previously to my entering this {dace, Uie Jjcncd 
awakened a woman of distinction by an earthquake; she 
found peace to her soul shortly after I camd to the place, t 
and about a year after, she died a witness of perfect loW J 
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I ^€{a^ed nt a variety of places In tlw country^ and the 
work of the Lord went on {mMtperoualy. 

" When first I preached at Mr. Lewis's only a few came 
vto hear ; hut the numbers gradually mcreased ; souls were 
*awakened, and I joined many to the society. In the second 
sefmon, among othei^, a youth by the name of Caleb Boyce 
was awakened,and after aiime became a light in the church 
of God. I preached at his fiuher's, and the work of the 
Lord prospering, a lairge sociel^y was raised in that neigh- 
bourhood, which did honour to the pause of God I 

*' I bioss God for it, I had many hearts, hands, and 
houses, opened around me; and many inquired, 'What 
shall I do to be saved V The people about Mother Kill 
were brought up Presbyterians, and their pastor strove by 
every means to keep them from the Methodists ; but all in 
vain; they were convinced there was more in religion 
than a mere form. Multitudes gathered to hear the word, 
and many large societies were formed in different places^ 

''September 12th, 1778, was the first day of my enter- 
ing the town of Dover, quite an irreligious place. I had 
deaired for some time to attack this place, but had no 
openingy till an old gentleman came one day and heard me 
preach at Mr. Shaw's : his heart was touched, and he gave 
me an invitation to preach in the academy. Scarcely had 
I alighted from my horse before I was surrounded by hun- 
dreds ; some cried one thing, some another ; some said, 
he is a good man ; others said, nay, he deceiveth the people 
— ^and I was also accused of being a firiend to King George. 
They cried, * He is one of Clowe's men — hang him — hang 
him.' I know not what the event would have been, had 
not the Lord interposed. There were so many voices 
heard, that I had no possible chance to speak for myself; 
and to all human appearance, I was in a fair way to be 
torn in pieces every moment : I was, however, rescued by 
several gentlemen of the town, who hearing the uproar 
ran to my assistance. 
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^^The cti€tf6f t b ^ ie i r g rB lir«#ryor,iiBitr^duwt,ii»lHwrt8 
formerly awakened ttti ^ Mr> yiittrtdd, Blr.ijot^tey—a, 
^iitt*^e ifldermaii df tke td#ti. Vhe^Uttle M|iitfe predeed 
through tfae'erowd, Zao6heos:lito,'aild|tttliingtiiei by Ihe 
hand;ledtiiethioi]ghtheiBob,dMiniig'me t(^precclHNMl%e 
li^otdd stand by me. 1 mounted tliel|^e«i)t'fhedQev^^^ 
academy : 'thepeopSe fle^sked Tonnd, boch wiftin^aiid wMi- 
out. After dhighig^affd prayer,! gaveont, *^f k beffir'llrvk, 
wtWy and if not/then lifter thAt, then-sMt ^t it do^mv.' 
The Lord tiras with me in trath. It was not Mtenit ^r 
nie to speak so as to be^ieard a i|«ia^t^ ^m, ta^. Many 
who did not come to the piaice, heard me^fhtei th«ir ^- 
dens and windows. W« hadtnuch df the presence ^Hie 
Lord with us. We rarely isee such a wepping company 
in a new place. Onfe woman, who sat in her window 
more than a quarter of a mile off,^;«ras powerfully wrought 
upon. She knew no rest day nor night/ till she fbnnd a 
i-estiog place in her heart for the Ood of Jacob. It -was 
thought by some of my Christian friends, who accompanied 
me, that very few of the ettensive con^egation were left 
without a witness on their hearts of the truth of what was 
delivered : more than twenty ^\ the word of truth isofttst- 
ened, that they did not desire to lose it, and it terminated, 
I trust, in a sound conversion of the souls of many. 

** The mob hung their heads ; many of them were af- 
fected ; their ringleader said, as I was informed, he would 
come and ask my pardon if he thought I would forgive 
him : I understood he betook himself from that day to 
reading the Bible ; and never again, to my knowledge, 
persecuted the children of God. 

" In the evening I lectured at Mr. Smether's, the old 
gentleman who had first given me an invitation to the town. 
Many of the chief people of the place came to hear, and 
we had a very solemn time. When I withdrew to my 
room, I was severely buffeted by Satan. I felt as misera- 
ble as Jonah under his withered gourd : it seemed as though 
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mmm, tHuttjI Joetdd.flCMCflljr ofam n^ fyea ihrp^boict 
tl»«Mte, hat pmitd A% w^n^ut p^uAoiU^m^m m§^ 
tad groans and sil^ice before the Lord* I t>«lieffe I WM 
pnutt«i;iQ>te.ite« trjeiinj(»ter te fai<^ me al tte feet 
(iim9QmMt^smdMcfmljAM\l^^^ his 

InidietttagB with me, 

" jfandbiy^ JtefjwnhMr latfa^ J pttaoifafidi a fiDtwinilosiOiit 
o{iQm>)aoMnqiMiiftl li^r Muiy^ttMl the liocd was irilh U9, 
hkike «fU»ttOMUi I ffeivfoed and iaaad mmmy nwirniog 
&itr Cihriil^ bul ifefaa dcrji aad ^ase of hie JMkterents 
*ni 'MiifiBg to make ttfaem believe that what I is«d teU 
|iM« was. a dehisioft; bm t^aj were aot sneaesiAil. 1 
jiHMd ij^Qse "Viho wrae daepfy awakeafl^ into a sooietj i 
^i^lmd ana Willi tfaoin,^>»eadiDg iua work and con- 
^'^itil^ihe aouls of niaiif : aiong Jtfae nest there was aa 
^kd|ralri|ipedof her inro rightftmiiBiaaPy who had been 
a^omoBOiMoaiiiiDi^yR diiireh for :maaj yaars; also ten of 
^^«htldfeii with'thek taafaaads and wiives were breuf^ 
^"^ eoneem far tbeir.i8oa]& J fireaehed at lier hoine, 
^Q^ixtettiior eigheeea iof her «htkbren imd children in 
^ vnsK ipreaBnt. The cAd iady was monmlnf ; hut se^ 
^^of tbem the Lord.faad set atlihertf ; and before many 
I'Mnths he >Tisil6d the M lady with liis ^forgiving lore, as 
vdl as <the.most -qf her ehiidren. .Sueh a fiunily as !thi»£ 
^^6 seUbm iseen m aiiy |^t of America. 

"* The fields afi^ared white for harf est; bat theiahoiU'^ 
^n were rery few.. I was ^aj^aged in strong criee^ 
tbel^irdytaapsfirthewayAnd send oat mom; andUei^ed 
^ bis name, he raised up several young 4DSQtt, and s^at 
9^8 from the westsni shore. I wrote to Mr. Asbary^ 
''ho liras at ludge White's, infi>rxning hkn b^ ISMters 
Were, that bis way wiis open .into any part of the state^ i^ttd 

's 
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I request^ him to nmke a Vml to Doter : be did ^ 
and brought in many whom I could not r«adi« The Lbfd 
gave us great favour in thci sight of Dr. Mag«w» ministir <rf 
the churchy and he proved agreat Uesongtothe eanaedf 
Methodic. The prejudices of the peof^ beg^ to M 
astcmishingly, and hundreds were enabled torejoioe in the 
kingclom of grace. 

«' The 19th of September, 1778, 1 attended the fimeral 
of my brother, and a solemn season it wxs ; my youngest 
brother was ther^ from Baltimore, a wild youth, but the 
Lord laid his convincing hand upon hkn, and he returned 
a penitent mourner. In a few weeks he retonwd to«ee me^ 
and ofmtinued with me till the Lord set his soul at liberty. 

" Monday, September 20th, as I was meditating and 
walking through the fields, I heard the cries of one on the 
top 6f a tree : and lifting up my eyes, I saw a UMOi about 
faking away his own life. A rope was tied to a Iknb witb 
a noose in it, and the poor wretoh bemoanrag ' hims^ 
thus — * O what a wretch I am ! once I had a day of grace, 
but now it is a gone case with me ! — I may as weU put an 
end to my wretched life V He then made a motion toput, 
the rope over his head, bidding the world farewell. I 
instantly called to him, and told him to stop a few 
minutes while I conversed with him. He did so; and 
after some time I persuaded him to refrain from his vricked 
intention, and cotm down from the tree. In the course 
of our conversation, I found the good Spirit had from time 
to time strove with him, but he had rejectod the offers of 
mercy. At length the arch fiend persuaded him his dty 
of grace was past, and that he had better know his dc^m 
as quickly as possible. My being an instrument (to hcunan 
appearance) of saving the life of a human being, as well 
as, perhaps, an immortal soul, was no small comfovt to me. 

" Tuesday I rode as far as dueen Anne's, and found a 
very prosperous work going on. I was very comfortaUe 
in my own soul ; and experienced it to be sweet to wait m 
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Gdd itt kneM. I tymod many fatmgering for the word, aad 

**Wfiti:^0edky^ Sqptftmber 22d, I awoke andaHmeoBilj 
firom my pMlow^ felt a great nearness to tbe Lord^ and had a 
sweet 4ime in secret. I risited poor lobn White, a brother 
ofthe Dr., and found him near death, «id in his sins. In his 
health he wfs a great persecutor ; bat now a penitent, beg- 
fb^ t&e i»ayers of those he once despised. — O I how did 
Inrcxfadrt his old companions to flee from their sins, and to 
taJce warning from him. I was greatly afiected with his 
skoatioB, and did not find- fireedom to leave him in the 
arms of the devil. .' O!' cried he, * 1 am sleeping orer hell !' 
i prayed with hkn firecfaently, and still it was impressed 

00 'my ttind not to leave him. I had > trs^ail of soul 
foz this yoang man ; i»d fttmng into a secr^ I^tce, 

1 wrestled with the Locd. forr him a long time; and 
I. thought the Lcnrd weald sorely grant htm fovour. 
When I Tetumed to the house and called the family toge- 
t!ier.again'fi>r pray er, several of them were happy in the 
Lord. ! In the tme of prayer the Lord set his soul at 
Hberty; and I do not entertain a doubt bjut that he, went to 
rest-HQ! what a blessed thing it is in such a. case to have 
Christian friends I — Ho spoke fteely of the love of God 
which he felt ia his soul^ uid of his willingness to die. Num- 
l^rs attended hia fiinetal ; and I preached a seruHm with 
Aiieh liberty on 'I heard a voice from heaven, saying 
imto me, Writa, Blessed are tb^ dead whith die in the 
Loird, from hem^eforth : yea, saith the Spirit, for thc^ rest 
from their labours, and their works do follow them,' Rev. 
xiv, 13. The Lord was present, and I trust measuraUy 
aocompanidd his w<»rd. 

' " Individnab thought me an enthtoiast, because I talked 
BO much >bdut .feelings, and having impressions to.go to 
particdajr places.* I know, the word of God is our infaUi* 
irfe guide, and by it we are to try all our. dreams Bnd 
jfeelings. I also know, that both sleeping and waking, 
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tWagp of a difiAe jMme bm b0w reveaM to ilie. 
One night the state of the pec^le iAQmnmmt toA 8im- 
S6fx ixHuitiei^ aaeeiM fa^ bii idmm «M. Ip' n^ ilMUi' I 
thoogfail faild «]nf)»<k«iiH femiedi and the pn^fihmM 
gMftarukgrtatl^ banMrof eufc Lerd. Oft Ffiikf »<OeliaUr 
2M, I set eat to^ fena k ehrcttk in (hoie comitieii 0b 
Senday d4^ I arfiv«dv «nd had an opportanit]^ ef prMiiH 
ili|^ in a fbtdsir both nabnrii^ and atortioen) to hnOdvedb 
wild iptthered to hear the feiei^doetnitt. I supiioBe iBMiy 
of ih«n Expected to be gteatlj diverted; foe ^faej^ wef« 
3 peeple vi^ho had^ hesther the fetfm oof {wwef of gbii^* 
nettt Mj teat wa^^ *B6lield the LaMib. of God^ whMi 
tiketh away the sill of the world/ John i> aft ^he ficel 
sermon waa Only preflaratcvjt to the soeendv which i 
precehed after a fbw nintttei kMermianon fimn ^\iiid:I 
mm the 4i^d^ both enuiM ami ghwt^ staid biuret €M>JHidl 
tk» beikt wer^ e^ned^ aAd^ kaatHaxk bAok waii a piiu a d y 
whioh was the bodt of M»y and the dead were Jcdgod ottt 
of theae iMitgB writUtt in^ the bookai ae<|oidlnf to their 
i^rke^' Rev. xx, 12» I Was eewridoed aijr inlpreiBioiiBiea 
M^eet to this piaeo weie not ^mlniBiiistie^ kit the pdavec 
of ^bd was Ter)r manifest in ther <tongtegatlnii aild thto« 
it^as we^og ett everf side^ i sopposo that mover tlutn 
tW^ty were powerMly wioiight iqio*, aiPel wbMi sot hHig* 
aikr jomed the aooie^. I had kiviiaiieiHi to ptfeaeh (rooi 
vecioas qnatteris. The way was pfiepared hi the anew 
manner tnwibieh the Lord hadte^reaM it tome ; amiitn* 
nersfleekedtoJesiiS;^ flMne of the pec^ among whoon 
I went) appeared as> flmdHar to me as if I had been thwe 
iV^QOtttly bo^. 

'* Monday, September 25th, I pi^^RShed a Ikntfii ser^ 
mAkk ihe uaaoA neighboarhood } and «fa«r devdaent out a 
woman with a pistol or two to shoot n^. While I w» 
preaoUng from ' Acqoaint nc^ thyaelf m^ch himv fimd- iae 
at peaooy thereby good ^aH eom#nnto thfeei^' Job aail^ %t , 
she ismie in, and made i^ touch mim thai I itopppd tiH 
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ibiy|^tlMr0Bl and idmt the door. O! bow precbiiB tins 
s&mm was to mei Tfae. divine power was tenaibly felt 
aoMi^tlie people, ikfter the aenfton man; haag.aroend 
me in tears, b^ing of me to pray finr them, and likewise 
to rknt them, and not to let the disturbance prevent my 
<sommg amoag them again. 

: '^ The wife of Ur^ NeUum, a memfaaiit in Salisbnry , was 
powerMIy awakened, with miuiy^ others who came from a 
distance. This part of Uie world was lamo«s fer gambling 
«id dMicing; but as Uie word spread these vices fell; 
^natiFth^^ was scarcely a fr<4ic heard of in ihroad Gredk. 
About this place I jomed mmy broken hearted sinners in 
society, many of whom, ! trast, became acqoaialed with 
^be power of r^^ion. 

" Saturday, Novi 7^, on my Way to Talbot quarteriy 
meeting, I preached at Mr. Parrot's. Two very gay young 
womeni who came on a visit to their relations, were wound- 
ed, and I left them crying for mercy. 

^' On Sunday, Nov. 6th, our quarteriy meeting com^- 
menced. 

** Monday Oth, lovefeast began in the morning and it was 
a jrefireshing time. Many rejoiced in the Lord, and spoke 
freely and feelingly of what God had done for them. After 
the lovefeast I found great freedom to preach from *■ The 
Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptation/ 
2 Pet. ii, 9, and we had a time not soon to be forgotten. 

*' Tuesday, Nov, 10th, I called again at Mr. Parrot's, and 
foand those young women dressed very plain, and under 
deep distress. In the evening I read and lectured on the 
16th of John, and the Lord was with us of a truth. The 
power of die Lord was sensiUy felt, and his presence fillbd 
the room, where about fifteen of us w^re met for prayer. 
Srotber Hartley, my brother Richard, (who had come from 
labme dt^ance to see me,) and myself, continued in prayer, 
kidadtng the time we spent in singing and exhorting^ from 
about eight o'clock, tin nearly two ; and in that tin^e five 

8* 
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i»t»€tlH)Wy^ tfc4> »< ij wiwig ir Mai nii £wfcoBiI 
Mreflpdmii IkvWhile«MlJiii»tir6 fti8taf% wfaoMmttfirMi 

aiglit Id taqr p«or he^ty mhI la th6 fOttli^W«iMtt|Mieiit 

ened, I set oat again on my w«j idSonsfie^aaA&NMMliBi 
young diio i^ B iprowteg hi graao^ ai wvlt to iMroatdbg ia 
ttiifnl]ier. ta n|r way irouflidyiiari*g atir wdlaliOB frHallr. 
^lioni^ I pto a» h e d in J9a)ialNif y» wkava Ihft I/»d !»€§»« « 
btalsed work ; iNitoAemea wore mioed i^ agaittt wft, n^ 
alBt^ebeitfwiih % wil to^iatoeaioloiiuk AI^^W^ 
k>on w^r h» toM mo l«<iat be.r^nfinod. Ilotdhimlwii^ 
H aor^aM of ibo I^CNrd Jeaii^ aiid 4bal if ho laid o liaad 
on me, it would be like touching Ihe a|^o of bia oya 
HowasmfrMd toiaiurenie: and friends snd onemiofr ^ 
lowed «ie to the aifxt preaehi|ig|iiacew Many RssenhM 
frooa ail j^yartem, and I freaohed from 'Behold, yo de- 
spiaers, and wonder and perish ; ibr I work & work in 
^onr d«,yi^ a work which yo shati in nowise believe, thoogb 
a man declare it unto you/ Acts xiii, 41. It appeared to 
me as if the place waa shaken by the power of the Lord; 
many of my enemies tremUed like a leaf; I had faith to 
believe they had no power to stop me ; and so it proved, 
for I wont on my way rf^oicing in God my Savioar. This 
day one soul was set at liberty. 

*' I preacl^ed at a place called Quantico,, and a similar 
work broke o«t there. The Lord raised a society, and 
many souls were converted ; amoqg others, old sister 
Rider, who was former^ a hearer of Mr. Wbttefield, 
was raised up as a pillar in our society ; imd she be- 
came a mother indeed to the preachers. This society was 
mostly coinposed of you^g people, who were ^ tender 4e 
lambs.'' 

In a note Jtfr. Garrettson gives the following accoiuU oi 
the manner in which he was first introduced to the above 
place : 
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me first to doantico. <MMi.9mdMsB,VMtr^mk(>w^Km 
00 a vifiit macmg tteir ^ienda^ hettd mtt pink, and 
fimewamk jjaclad^ Aftgriflie eaiigr^pttia»waaiiiwimil 
ihaf ad^aacedt^fMPd me m tears, mA tlie oM lady tpoloe 
ai UOomt^^^'Mmf yun age we heard Mr. WUteteld 
pmmch, mad we were brragbt 4e laate die eWeetae« «f 
rdigioD. Tili we beaid 700^ we hkd 1^ beani a goapel 
mamofa for aboaa timity ^feate. Tlie im time I |Mard 
ymt pnaeh, i Itv m m it was te tiwtfa, Imt i ealy bad a 
iiiie «paek Idfk Yeetenh^r lv<e keard yeo agaa, and tte 
Ihde afMH^HQaMowBiiptDacoal; and glory to <6ed, to 
day tbeedalie Mown lip t«a4aine» We oannot hide^Mir- 
BihitB any kKtafer i&eflsyioa ; am lieaiieattd kearti a]»4]fiefi 
te reoli^e you, and^ite UeiMd wnod yoa pUsw^.* The 
lUar x>Id peofde neased te eee> IM^ and think alike. I 
nenttetfaeir iKKiie(,andttqip4wed ma if therewete many 
in tfai^ iTwinity jnat npe ftr ilie gospel. Oi theie was a 
sweel ^gatherinf fe the fi>ld of letuB. » 

" la Aff il, irm, I was led ttill farther iaU> the wilder- 
ness, and though I met with a variety of trials, and was 
seferely4]nffBtedorSafan, yet my Lord was with me daily. 
Al^Mnsgh m those new |daees I had none to converse with, 
«t irat, who knew Kbe Lord, yet Jesus was blessed company 
to me in my tetfremeat. Often the wiidersess was my 
cloaet, where I had nmny sweet hours in comiaonion with 
Qod. Whose heart can Irelp rcjoicm^ 10 think of the 
kind ooodescenskm of ot» Messed Lord to permit Uiem 
U> have such keafcidy conforae with km! 

'* Saturday, April 8d, I preached at a place called the 
Sound, for Ihe first tisse, near the sea dme, to about two 
hundred people. They had hem as sheep without ashe{) 
herd ; hot I preaiehed not vriihout hcpe. There were 
several who ai# under the appdlation of BapiiiAs, in thb 
place; and wie of their prenoiien who spoke afkir me, 
cried down &a6y sprtnifiiig?, as he eaUedit. I itiqaeated 
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the people to attend the nenA day at an aj^KMnted place^ 
and' I would preach on the subject 

'' Sunday, April 4th, a number of peq>le assembledy aad 
1 preached from ' Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature. He that bdieveth and is bi^ 
tized. shall be saved; bu^ he that believeth not, shall be 
damned/ Mark xvi, 15, 16. Very great attenticm was paid ; 
and as my hear^ were principally Presbyterians and 
Churchmen, a vindicationof in&nt lNq[>tism was very agree^ 
able to them. If it was oi no other service, it prepared 
their minds for what was to follow ; for they knewnot who 
or what I was. I told them that after a few minutes inter* 
mission I would preach again ; which I did from these 
words, ' If the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the 
ungodly am) the sinner ai^iear V 1 Pet. iv, 18. This day 
win not soon be forgotten : the wcMck of the hotd bcoke 
out. Though I continued more than three hours in the 
two sermons, the peof^e^ after I ccMAclnded, appeared as if 
nailed to their seats ; for they did not seem as if ^faey 
wished to move from the place ; and weeping was on 
every side. 

*' Monday, April 5th, I preached still nearer to the sea ; 
and the same convincing power ran through the audience : 
some of them thought but little of wdking ten or twelve 
miles to hear the word. I appointed a day to read asnd 
exj^ain the rules of our society ; and many came together. 
I preached with great freedom : then explained the nature 
and design of our society ; and desired such of the weepiog 
flock as wished to join, to draw near and open their minds. 
I examined and admitted about thirty ; but being weary, 
I declined taking any more at that time. * Weeping md 
mourning were heard among the peq>le. 

*' I went to a place some distance off, and preached to 
a gazing company : and while I was speaking, a man 
started from his seat, saying, * Sir, it is a shame for yoa t^ 
goon as you dp; why, do you think you can make i|8 be- 
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I lie^ yoiic dodtriae -» tme V I stopped immediaielyt and 
M^dliiditopeititoiiCifiieremitwas Mw. leontefMii 
«ith bhn before Ike people^ uatil he nkiid my pardon, 
bekni^ sanylkt had eiqpoted his igiiofaiiee. As he was a 
flna «f sotne aote, it proved a faioesteg to the people. 

" I retdrned fa the Soand^ and preadied two, three, 
and firequeiilly ib«r times ia a. daj; They were 86 
bttttgrj ftr ^it i¥o(d, that BoaBy would Mlow aae to the 
BoBse^ where^I was tb stey, mqoMig, * What they sboidd 
deto bb saved V The dery in this, as well as other places, 
kid his iibetors: one ttairof note set op a readtng meet* 
ing in exposition to the society ; b«t the power of God 
reached his heart, so that he gave it np and joined the 
soeiety. Several hired a cletgytnati of the Church to come ^ 
and preach against us. He came once, and aj^inted to 
cattle agam ; but before the time, I met him on the road> 
and told him I was the man against whom he preached 
in sdcfa a place, t asked him if he had ever heard a 
ifethodistl He told me he never had. After esfdatmng 
to him inoT doctrine, and conversing with him more than 

! an kouTi he promised that he would never do the Uke again, 
and confessed that he was led into it by a few individuals : 
and his people could never afler persaade him to preach 1 
against us. 

'' In this neighbourhood I have preached to a thousand 
or fifteen hundred souls assembled together under ^e 
trees ; and many were brought to experience justification 
byfeitk,* 

^lUsj^sliBg die people ie this place, Mr. Qarrettson makeg the 
AiUd#^^ cfbeervatioHs in his noiee te this part of his journal, that 
^ wMfMA change seen toek place fer the better in this region of 
etoaciy. When he lh«t went among them 1^ people, their tod 
iii hoeeesy nHth host few eccepttons, were poor. What was worst 
ofafl, they wei^detfUtttteofevencfaefbrniofgofiiness. Many of 
tlirai ptfe^red fi^li^ and hunting to cnkivathif the land. After 
^fowpel ^ameaiSiMig them, reltfion spread rapifiy , and th»ped]^ 
j ^ame indnstrious and happy j left oflf gambling, tilled the.ir kmd. 
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*' Mj mind wait tunaziHigly exerdsed, and I beliete the 
Iiord permitted this affliction for the humiliation of my 
sjool. I was frequently afraid, lest after preaching to 
others, I myself should be a castaway ; and many hours 
I have spent in secret, weeping before the Lord, ^me- 
times I was tenipted to think I did more harm than good, 
and that the people, after a while, would be worse than 
ever : or that they were hypocrites. At other times^ the 
cross was so heavy a little before I had to preach, that I 
was constrained, like the prophet, to cry out, ' The burden 
of the Lord !' But at such particular times I was sure to 
hate a happy meeting. 

O ! to grace how great a debtor, 

Daily I'm cpnstnun'd to be : 
Let that grace now like a fetter. 
Bind my wandering soul to-thee. 

" One day I was wandering through the wilderness in 
search of poor lost sheep, and called at several houses ; 
but they did not want me. At lengtji night came on ; 
and I hkd been all day, at least from the morning, with- 
out any refreshment for myself or horse. I finally found 
myself lost in a thick wilderness, called the Cyprus Swamp. 
The night was dark and rainy ; and after wandering about 
for a considerable time, I concluded to take up my lodg- 
ing as well as I could ; for this purpose I ^topped my horse ; 
but before I got down, I espied a light, by following which 
I was led to a house, where I was most kindly entertained. 
I sat down, and found my soul very happy and thankful. 
The man of the house fixed his eyes upon me, and at last 
built houses, and atti|nded to their spiritual interests, so that, says 
be, << afler a few jpeaif, in retracing my footsteps in this country, I 
found that my younger brethren in the ministry who had succeeded 
me, had been blessed in their labours, and every thing appeared to 
wear a different aspect. Experience had taught many that there 
is nothing like the gospel in its purity to meliorate both the tem- 
poral and qiiritual condition of man : and my prayer is that it m»y 
.find its way throughout the whole world, to the destruction of iddl« 
»lry and infidelity," 
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said, ' Whal are you« or who aro you 1 for I am sure I 
never saw such a iQan asyou appear to be.' I iM him 
I was a fojUpwer of our blocked Saviour ; and asked him if 
he would join me in prayer ; I then read the 7th chapter 
of Matthew, and lectured from it ; and foond great sweet- 
ness in prayer. After I withdrew to bed, the wife said to 
the husband, ' That is a man of God ; one whom the Lord 
hath sent to reform the world.' When I arose in the 
mormog, he a^ed me to what place I was bound, and 
offered his service and company. I perceived that the 
Lord had reached his heart ; and I now saw for what pur- 
pose the crook was in my lot the day before. I asked the 
woman if she had a love for the Lord? She said, ' Yes.' 
I asked if she ever {Hrayed? She replied, ' I pray always.' 
I asked if she knew her sins forgiven ? She said, * she did 
not ; but she knew that she should go to heaven when she 
died* And,' said she, * t know that you are a servant of 
Qod ; but you cannot teach me, for I understand all the 
Scriptures, and I know what kind of death I am to die.' 
After breakfast we went on our way, and as we rode the 
man asked me what I thought of his wife. I XcAd him 
she was a mystery to me. * Why,' said he, ' some time ago 
she was taken in a kind of melancholy wi^, and no one 
knew what was the matter; for thirteen days she would 
neither eat nor drink, and frequently she would embrace 
the pitcher and kiss it, but would not take a drop, till at 
length she became so weak, that she betook herself to her 
bed ; and the thirteenth day of her fasting, a number of 
people waited around, expecting to see the last of her ; but 
aU on a sudden she raised up, and said, '* 1^ thought that 
mine was a bodily disorder ; Jbut it was not Now," said 
she, '' I know that my Maker loves me." They gave her 
food and she eat as heartily as ever : and she has been in 
that serious way ever since.' She appeared to be a very 
«>lemn woman, and I had a hope that the Lord had tabsn 
her into his favour. 
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istty mith the^imiiaB, n^ <»^tted to briieve iiiat hnh 
eould wkt Uwoh bar. I ^upfeee 4,^9 P^o^e in tMs part 
of 4he«iimti>yl»d«Bai»dy eftr beaNaay feted of praa^ 
iog, and knew iio noie i^iMitthe mem bkA dmi Ute In- 
diana. I met a inan one 4ay, and ailked bias if lie iraa 
aiMiaaiotad with JasuaXUiriat. ' &k,* said be, ^ I kndw oot 
wkero the nan lives.' Lest te sbeuld bare misonderstood 
me, 1 v^[>eated ny 4|ae$tion; and be answered, * I Know 
not the man.' 

"Qkrf to^iodl i preacbed in a ^rariet^ of ptaees 
tbrougb this wilderness ; mad many 'weee eenvinced and 
brought Jto tbs knowlec^ of the tnUb* They btf^ a 
cbureb, and the Lord raised up severd aUe speakers 
amoof tl^eo. There was an anazing dnnge both iit die 
disposition and .maMners of the people. The wHderoess 
and solitary places began to bud and blossom as the rose ; 
and many hearts did ieaj> Ibr y^. fiandreds who were 
asleep in the arms of the wicked one awoke, and were 
inqiming the way to Zion with their iaoes thkherwavd* 

'^As .my brethren in rotation be^an to travel largely 
throofh this part of the work, I had an opporiUBity to Tieit 
the fiieads in Tarioas parts of Maryland ; and ^und it good 
for me to be among eid established Ohris^ns. 

'' Ga the 1st of June I returned back to the Suseex 
circuit in Delawaie; and June 6tb I pteached widi great 
freedom at Thodaas L.'s in the Fork, from ' Friend, bcm 
comest thou in hkber, not having on a wedding garment/ 
Matt, uiii, 1^ I rode six miles and met brother M. We 
held a watch niglit, and I had much satisfaction i|^l|^^|r-> 
ing several of the exhosters, and gave them notcj^l^^r* 
mission to speak. '"^ *. .« j^<^ 

*' Sunday, June 7th, I spent the mormag in ret^ --^^ - " 
sorely tempted by the devil ; and afler I went ^f 
pointed place, my mind was so bewildered, I' 
there was not a text in the Bible that Fcoultd speSik fr^ 
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I Mt myself lees thatn the l^ast. At eleven o'cio(Sk tliere 
was sacb a number coUeeted, tbat I was obliged to preach 
undet the trees. I had beien before the people but a few 
minutes, till the lioM blessed me with great light, and the 
Fible seethed all plain to me." 

In reference to silent meetings, Mr. Garrettson has the 
&llo%ing very pertinent observations among his manu- 
script notes. 

** It ts said, in favour of silent meetings, that Job's friends 
waited in silence seven days, and then they began to speak. 
Why wa^ this silence t Before Job's affliction he was 
thought to b€f a very good man. His friends were in 
council to make up an opinion respecting his case. It 
was a received opinion with many in that country and age» 
that the Almighty Would not lay so heaVy an affliction upon 
^rgbod man. From such an opinion, their decision must 
be, that Job was a bad man, or that his Maker dealt un- 
justly by him : but the judgmenr of the counsellors was^ 
(hat the ^mighty was perfect in wisdom and goodness, 
and that Job was a bad man ; and having made up their 
minds on the occasion, they began to load Job with accu- 
sations of base hypocrisy, and to preach to him repentan6e« 
of banishment ftom the presence of God. Had they known 
how to reconcile those deep afflictions with the mercy and 
goodness of God, they might have l)egun their discourse 
when they first approached Job, and not have accepted a 
false vision. 

**I grant, in several instances, the prophets waited in 
silence ; but who cannot see the diiferei^ce between fore- 
t^ing future events, and declaring those sacred truths of 
the gospel which have been revealed to every regenerated 
ciuld of God, and ei^cially to his ministers ? Before a per- 
son professes to be an ambassador of Jesus Christ, he mjust 
Sow that he has a commission from him, and tlie pioiis 
En with the commission, receives a holy unction, and 
if fee is faithful; he will be taught every necessary truth. 
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and^ cerUmly he will be taught to be instant in season and 
out of season. I know tha^ the nearer we live to the fount- 
ain head, the more plentifully will the water flow. A 
Christian minister should always have the holy spark with 
him, and certainly he should have the faculties of his soul 
so well regulated, as to know when to speak, and when to 
be silent. I myself one day heard three men speak, after 
brooding over it for nearly an hour, and I verily believe I 
have heard a pious sister in a lovefeast speak more to the 
purpose in fifteen minutes. What would you think of E. 
H., who by some is cried up to be a great man, after pro^ 
fessing to have waited a considerable time for the Spirit, 
rising up and declaring that there is no more merit in the 
blood of Jesus Christ, than in the blood of any common ani- 
mal, and inveighing against almost all the duties enjoined 
by the Christian religion ? I speak thus, because I think it 
a pity that any respectable society of professing Christians 
should be imposed on by such men, and such doctrine. 

^* Whenever the Lord begins his work in any place, the 
devil and his children are sure to rise up against it. After 
preaching, I set out for my afternoon's appointment, ac- 
companied by about thirty, whose hearts the Lord had 
touched. I was pursued by a party of men who waylaid 
me, and the head of the company, with a gun presented, 
commanded me to stop. Several of the women who were . 
with us surprised me ; they were in an instant off their 
horses, and seizing hold of his gun, held it until I passed 
by. That same man was a penitent some time after, and 
became a member of the society. I went on and preached 

at old Mr. T 's to a large attentive company, and unjted 

a prosperous society. 

** It appeared as if hundreds in the congregation were 
more or less wrought upon, and many appeared to J^ 
broken hearted. We could never get a society in, t^is 
place till now. I know the day when the Lord begai} his 
work in the Fork: I preached from these words, V^md itt 
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bell he lifted up his eyes, i)eiiig ih tonnent ;' and intended, 
if I saw no fruit, to leave them : but blessed be God, he 
visited the place in mercy, and the devil's kingdom is like 
lb receive a wonderful shock.'* 

About this time Mr. Qarrettson laboured under peculiar 
and heavy temptations, often repelling them by earnest 
prayer to God, wrestling in holy violence foj the victory. 
He continued, hdw6ver, steadfast in his MastcV's work, 
preaching successful^ to large congregations. Under a 
feeling sense of his inward conflicts, he says, *' What is the 
devil afraid of? Why does he chase me in this manner? 
I do not know that I have given way to sin, either inwardly 
or outwardly ; and yet he tells me frequently, ' my com- 
mission is run out, and that my labours never will be bless- 
ed again.' I have had great strugglings in my mind to 
know my standing ; not that I doubt my adoption into the 
family of heaven; but respecting my salvation from all 
inward jsin. From this quarter have arisen_guLJS^atest 
^Setsnr, tbr fflOrc'ihlii Twelve montEs past. 1 know that my 
Lord has given me power to serve him, and that I love 
him supremely ; but these are comprehensive yords, ' to 
love the Lord with all the heart.' My prayers have been 
frequent, being desirous of a stronger assurance of this 
perfect love which casteth out fear. I have thought some- 
times that I should doubt no more ; but fearfulness has 
again assaulted me. 

''This day I felt strangely : I was so burdened, not with 
guilt, blessed be God ! that I could scarcely bear my own 
weight. None know what I mean, but such as have re- 
ceived a commission to deliver a message for the Lord. 
The prophet knew when he cried out, ' The burden of 
the Lord V Jonah knew something of it when he was called 
to go to Nineveh, and Jeremiah was well acquainted with 
exercises of this kind. It is a sweet thing to preach the 
gospel, btti the cross is to be borne. 

'^ I crossed the river and went to my appointment, which 
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was at J. Jfi/(xe'$ oaBroflk or^ek. The people assembted 
Srom all quarters ; and many came out, some from afar, 
who were enemi^ to the way» I had scarcely opened 
my mouth when my burden dropped off, and in an uncom- 
mon manner the Holy Scriptures were opened to me, and 
the flame ran from heart to heart. I felt as though I had 
alonost faith eoough to rehire mountains. One thing was 
noticed, not only by my fri^ds, but likewise by those who 
were enemies, — ^there had been a great drought, so that 
the vegetable creation hung in mourning; and it wa» 
thought by many they would lose their crops if it con- 
tinued much long^. In a particular manner I was led to 
pray for rain ; and a few nunutes after the congregation 
was dismissed, the face of the sky was corered with black- 
ness, and we had a plentiful shower. This greatly sur- 
prised apd convinced the people; I was now happy 
enough to see the prosperity of the young converts. Whilq 
the Lord was plentifully watering the earth, I cc^ected 
ibe (amily for prayer ; and we had a^greftt tisn^ci* refr^skk* 
ing from, the presence of the Lord. *My soul was so happy 
while the,^LiOrd was uUering his voice in thunder, that it 
seemed as if I saw, by an eye of faith, the. blessed Jesus i 
and tke glorified company around him, in exalted strains, 
singing and shouting his praise. And thia joy coottiaued 
with me till some time in the night ; I then sweetly re^ed 
in the arms ,of my Lord. 

"Thursday, June 11th, I preached to a poor people. 
Some who came from a distance thought I pointed my 
discourse at them. Thursday was a very sc^emn ^y of 
&8ting« I have noticed that the evil ononis more spiteful 
on my fest days than at other tives. But I feel there.is a 
necessity of keeping my body «lnder» lest after preitcbing 
to others I should he a castaway. My pul>lic laboilvii lbi|i 
day, as I was among acnrioas people, were to re^onc^e 
some seeming contradietions in Scripture. *Af^ I bad -. 
done, I was warmly opposed by an enemy to the cresd of- 
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Christ. I visited one of the spiritual children of Mr. 
Whitefield, on her death bed ; and I trust her soul was 
happy in the Lord*- • i 

" In the evening I met and examined a large society, 
and we had a comfortable time. I had a sweet night's 
rest, and awoke at my usual hour with a happy mind, and 
prayed earnestly to the Lord, to grant that eVery moment 
of my life might be given to him. * 

'' I rode to Quantico to visit the young lambs. I ex^ 
pected that the Lord intended to do something fi>r them, 
for the devil pursued me all the way even till I got to the 
place. An unexpected congregation assembled in the 
afternoon, and the Lord was with us of a truth. Several 
were set at liberty ; and the cries of the distressed were 
heard — O Jesus, thou arC lovely to my soul ! — Thou hast 
overcome me with thy loving kindness. I found great 
freedom in meeting the society, and in the morning I met 
tbem again, and a precious time we had. 

** Sunday, June 14th, I felt this morning as if the Lord 
mtended to do great things for the people. I spent the 
morning in wrestling with the Lord for a blessing on my la- 
bours. I preached at old brother Rider's at eleven- o'clock t 
the old judge who came as a hearer gave great attention, 
and we had a melting time. I rode ten miles to Salisbury ; 
when I came in, the man of the house took me into a room, 
and told me I had better leave the town immediately ; for 
a mob was waiting and intended to send me to jail. ' They 
came to my house last night,' said he, ' expecting to find 
you here ; but when they found you not, they laid hold on' 
me, and dragging me down the chamber stairs, hauled me 
along the street till my arms were as black as ink from- 
my wrists to my shoulders ; and I know not what would 
have been the consequence, if I had not been rescued by 
a magistrate.' This mob was made up of what they call 
the first people in the county. I told my informer that I 
. had come to preach my Master's gospel, and that I was 

9* 
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not afraid to trust Jtutt^with bodgr waA soliL Many oattlid 
out t6 hear me; I ttuderstood ^ mob aent one of their 
company to give information of the moat convenient time 
to tiike me. While I wae declaring .' The Lord kaoweth 
how to deliver the gocMy oat of tcai^plation, and reserrethe 
unjust unto the day of judgment to be pmitshed/ the faeifft 
of. the spy, who sat ctoae by roe, was toudied, and tears' 
plentifully ran down his &oe. After service he returned 
to his company, aad told them I had preached the truth, 
aad if they laid ft hand on me he wo«hl pat the law lo 
force againet .themo ^ They virithdrew to^ their homes, widf* 
out miJ(ing die aUghtest al^m^rt upon me. Oywho would 
not confide in lo good a God! After outibleflBed meeting 
was over, t rode thre&.miks and had a pleasant time with 
a few of my frieadsb Glory be to God ! he is carrying on 
a^raciotts work about this place. All this week I spent 
in preaiching and visiting the yom^ societies. 

" Sunday, June 21, 1 was to prea<^ at the Sound. In ^ 
the moriiitig I intended meeting the society at eight 
o'clock ; but such a crowd gathered that i decKned it ; 
and preached a sermon. At twelve about fifteen hundred 
were assemUed under the spreading trees, and the Lord 
ipnade bare bis arm. After a shmrt intermission, I preach^ 
ed ianother sermon; and it seemed as if the whole countiy 
would turn to the Lord. While preaching I was so won- 
derftiUy drawn out, Uiat it aj^peared to me as though I saw 
Omr blessed Saviour working prosperously through the 
astfembly. Weeping was on every side. I spent a week in 
fhe neighbourhood, preaching several times a day, besides 
fisitingand conversing with the distressed. I believe this 
«rork was greatly hindered by the Baptists, who came* 
among the peofde, drew off a few^ and set others todit^ 
puting about the decrees, and their method of bapttzif^. 
** Sunday, June 28th, when I came to brother W^iams's 
in Musfcmelon, I fi[>und that a Niodite preacher had been- 
sowing his seed in the yomtgsociety, and endeatooring to: 
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dasfaroj the n^r-born x^iiklren. He tdd ihiem, ' It was a 
sin to wtni any kind of dotting tbat was ccAoared ; and 
thtt thef oogiit nerer to pray but when they had an imme- 
diate inipulae^ and tbat it was wrong to sing.* Many peo- 
pteoame togetberybutlpereeived a consideral:^ alteration ; 
fir some wonld not sing at all, and odiers sat both in time 
of stngiog and prayer. Some had taken off tba borders pi 
tbeir caps, and eondemaed those who would not do as 
tbey had don«: m short, some of my own iq>iritaal ehil^ 
dren would seareely keartne^becaose I wore a blade coat. 
Igsveoot mf text, * The kingdom of Ood is not meat and 
dri&k, bat rigfateousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost,' Rom. zitr, 17^ The Lord made bare his arm and 
himbled me among tl»m ; and there was a shaking, con- 
vincmg power. Afier sermon wae ended, I met the society 
ind excluded the l^ider and one ortwo more ; those that 
remained seemed to grow in grace more than ever. I 
spent the week in Mother Kill, and several other places, 
^was greatly comforted among the growing societies. 

''Sunday, July 6th, I preached in Dorer a little afler 
Mmrise, then rode four miles and preached at brother B.'s 
U nine, to hundreds who stood and sat under the trees for 
viQtof room in the house, from * Behold a sower went 
ibrth to sow,' Matt, xiii, 3. I was in my element, and we 
had a great display of the power of the Lord. Many about 
this place are inquiring, 'What shall I do to be saved?' 
I rode on six miles and preached at one o'clock to a list- 
<!aing nrnkitode, under ike trees in Mother Kill. O how 
good die Lord was to my soul ! It was little trouble for me 
to preach, hr the Scripture seemed all open. ' I rode fire 
iniles and preached again in Mtiskmelon at brother W.'s, 
tod had I think more freedom than at either of the other 
places.^ At the last sermon there was a Quaker preacher 
present, and after meeting was onded he told a person that 
I'spfkke by the ^nrit, if ever man did.' The perscm said 
it was my fourth sermon that day; he then altered his 
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mind, and replied, ^ If that wrs the case, I was a deceiver, 
for it was nothing but will worship.' This day I stood 
upwards of six hours in the four sermons, and concluded 
about sunset. My spirit was so united to my Jesus, and 
so transported, that I scarcely felt the fatigues of the day ; 
and the only sustenance I had taken was a little milk and 
water. I have seldom seen a greater day than this : I do 
not know but I may say thousands are flocking to Jesus. 
There is a childlike fondness in these people, and I feel 
unwilling to leave them ; but the will of the Lord be done. 
^ Monday, July 6th, having it on my mind, I set out to 
make an inroad through the Delaware state, where I had 
never been : I had appointed a friend, who had given me 
an invitation to Lewis Town, to meet me at such & time, 
and conduct me through the country : so that numbers had 
knowledge of my intention to pass that way. All along 
the road many were standing at their doors and windows 
gazing, and I could hear some of them say, as I- passed, 
' Th^re he is;' ' O,' said another, ' he is like another man.* 
I rode about thirty miles and got to my appointment about, 
three ; about four o'clock I began, and shortly after I gave 
out the text, J. Wolf, brother to the man at whose house I 
was to preach, came to the door with a gun and a drum, 
and several other ntensils, and after beating his old drum 
a while, he took the gun, and was dodging about as though 
he was taking aim to shoot me : this greatly terrified the 
women, so that there was nothing but confusion. I, then 
stopped and withdrew to a private room. Soon after, the 
town squire and several other magistrates came, and among 
the rest the Presbyterian minister. The town squire com- 
manded him to depart immediately to his own house, or 
behave himself, otherwise he would send him to jail. We 
now had p^ace, and I found great freedom to finish my 
sermon. I have no doubt but the Lord began this work. The 
minister told some of the people afterwards that I held cmt 
nineteen errors. The town squire told me the court hotue 
was at my service, and I should be welcome to his house^ 
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" Wednesday^ Jqjy 8tfe, my dd enemy W — f by nature 
and name, set on by a few others, came into the court 
house whUe I was preaching, not with a gun ami drum, 
hut with fire which he put in thQ chimney, and then began 
to heap on wood, though the day was exceedingly warm : 
finding that this did not disturb me, he brought in a bell, 
and rung it loudly through the house. I stopped and 
inquired if any would <^o a large private room. Many 
were offered, and I withdrew and finished my sermon at 
the house of a kind widow woman. In spite of all the 
(^position, the word found the way to the hearts of the 
hearers ; and though severely tempted of the devil, and 
persecuted by many of his servants, my heart was with the 
Lord ; and many were the sweet moments I had in secret. 

" Sunday, July 12th, my appointments were at nine in 
the morning, and three in the afternoon, that I might no^ 
interfere with the hours of the Church. The court house 
was crowded at nine, and a most pleasant time I had. Jn 
t^e ipoiriwgit nis^dy so that Mr. — — did not makeliis 
i^^^earance, and as the people were waiting, the squirS 
ttid I had better begin my second sermon. Just as I 
began he arrived, and waited till I was nearly done ; and 
th^ the heU rung over my head for church, but the peo- 
^ would not move until I concluded, after which we all 
went into church ; but his pulpit and that of Mr. W. rang 
agaimt me, and aU such runabout fellows. . His having 
tbe bell rung over my head much offended, not only those 
who were my firiends, but many of his also. The more 
they preached and spoke against me, the more earnestly* 
did the people search their Bibles to know whether these 
things were so. 

'* I had an appointment a few miles from the totm by 
the side, of a river ; and some declared thiU; if I went there 
th^ would drown me. I went and found a^ large con- 
coutse of people, and preached with much freedom, but 
m maa.ai^aidted me. I had five miles to my^aftetnoon's 
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appointment ; and when I had got two miles on mj way 
I looked behind md saw a man dresded like a soldier, 
riding full speedy with a great club or stick in his hand- 
I now found it necessary to exercise my faith. When he 
came up to me he reached out his hand^ saying, 'Mr. 
Garrettson, how do you do? I heard you preach at such 
a time, and believe your doctrine to be true ; I heard you 
was to be abused at the riirer to day, and t equipped my- 
self as you see me, and have rode twenty miles in your 
defence, and will go with you if it is a thousand miles, 
and see who dar^ lay a hand upon you.' Friehd, said I, 
the Scripture tells us that vengeance belongs to God^ and 
not to man. ' Very true, sir,' said he, * but I think I 
should be justifiable in so glorious a cause.' I travelled 
and preached dl through the forest, and the Lord enlarged 
my heart, and gave me many precious souls ; for numbers 
were brought to inquire after religion. 

" Saturday, July 18th, I went to the Fork, accompanied 
by my dear old friends bmthftr and aiatpr W^ke^ ^vAf lIHhf 
Tpreachedagain in the open air lo many hundreds ; and 
found that the work of the Lord was still going on. I& 
the afternoon I preached to almost as many at 6Ld Mr. 
Turpin's. His daughter Rebecca is a very happy young 
woman. A few months sihce she was in the height of the 
fashion, but now sees the evil and folly of these things. 

" Monday, July 20th, I went to preach at a house by 
the river, on the edge of Dorset county; here the Lord 
had greatly weakened Satan's kingdom. I preached at 
.the door to abundantly more than could get into the house. 
I was so Surprisingly drawn out, and th^ people so engliged, 
that I could not conclude under two or three hours. PcqId' 
the looks of the people, I should not have thou|^t ttt&i 
had an enemy in the congregation. After sermoii, ] 
much spent I withdrew. Shortly after a person came'l 
me and said, ' two men wanted to see me.' I told him i 
desire them to walk up, thinking they were persoet ia \ 
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tress, and wanted mstriiction ; but when I saw them 1 disf- 
covered wickedness in their very looks. One of them was 
a magistrate, and he was a Churchman ;. the other was a 
Presbyterian, and he was a disputant. The magistrate 
brought, him out in order to confute me in points of reli- 
gion : and then his intention was to send me to prison. 
I desired them to sit down, and the disputant began ; he 
said but a few words until I asked him if his soul was con* 
?erted to God ? I charge you, said I, in the presence of 
him before whom we shall shortly stand, tell me;, is your 
soul converted to God t Do you know that your peace is 
made with God ? He was struck, and knew not what to 
say ; but at last he said, ' I do not know that I am.' Then, 
replied I, you are in the way to hell : and I began to 
exhort him to repent, and turn to the Lord. I think I 
never before ^w a man so confused. He made at- 
tempts to quote Scripture, but could get hold of none. 
The magistrate seeing in what a condition his disputant 
was, in a rage jsaid, ' Sir, do you know the laws of this 
state? You have not taken the oath, and you have broken 
the law by preaching ; you must go to jail.' I bless God, 
said I, that I am not afraid of a jail. They withdrew, and 
after I had eaten dinner I mounted my horse and set out 
to attend my afternoon's appointment ; but a sheriff met 
me a few rods from the house, and conimanded me to stop. 
Many of my friends gathered around me, and offered to 
be security for my appearance at court ; but I told, them I 
would give no security. I had faith to believe that he had 
not power, or at least would not be permitted to stop me. 
I looked him in the face, and said, I am going on the 
Lord's errand, and if you have power, here I am, take me ; 
butremember that the God against whom you are fighting, 
who made yonder sun, is just now looking down upon you ; 
and I know not but that he will crush you to the earth, if ypu 
persist in fighting so furiously against him. I am now on 
my way to Philadelphia, to preach the glorious gospel of 
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my RedeeiiiMr ; tmd the consequence of yofir atdpptng fne 
in this manner will he rueinl. After convernng with him 
a few minutes, I perceived his countenance fktl, andhe 
said, < If is a pity to stop you ;' and so turned his back 
upon me. I went rejoicing on my way, accompanied by 
many of my kind friends, some of whom were weary and 
hea?y laden ; and had an opportanttjr in the flefternoon to 
inculcate precious truths on as many people as could crowd 
into a large house standing hy the river side. 

'* After attending several quarterly meetings, where we 
had a very large nlimher of people, and great diSfdays of 
the power of convincing and converting grace, I pursued 
my journey to Philadelphia, accompanied hy several of my 
friends from that city. . In my way I preached at Mr. Sad- 
ler's in Queen Anne's : and after preaching, to get clear of a 
mob which they expected would surround the house, (for 
there were many violent (Jpposers in this partof the county^) 
I rode, accompanied by a tender friend, the best part of 
the night, and got into another county. The next day my 
friends met me : we then went on together and arrived 
safely in Philadelphia." 



CHAPTER VI. 

Leaves the Peniniala, and at tiie request of Mr. Asbnry goes to 
Philadelphia— Society there in a depressed state— British army had 
jost left the city — Citizens returned to their employments-— SuooeM 
in New Jersey— Conversion of an old man— Remarkable account 
of a young woman, 

Mr. Garrettson had laboured in the Peninsula in the 
manner related in the preceding chapter about fifteen 
months. During this time several new circuits had been 
formed, and the work of God had prospered in his bands ; 
so much so that the number returned in the societies in 
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Dekwure and Kent county, was UI69 initW feit I'^td. - 
When the many difficalties they had to contend with, in 
consequence of the war which was now raging with in- 
creased violence, are con8i<fefed, we can but admire the 
good hand of God that was with them in the awakening 
and conversion of so many souls. Notwithstanding these 
obstacles, Mr* Garretts(Mi was enabled to prosecute his 
labours in the gospel with increased vigow and persever- . 
ance, and with great' success ; so that at the time we are 
now speaking of, there were no less than forty nine preach- 
ers and 8^77 members in the societies. Mr. Asbury was 
still confined, principally at Judg^ White's, so that the 
chief management of the affiiirs fell upon Mr. Garrettson, 
so for as active labour was concerned. It is true he cor- 
responded with Mr. Asbury, and acted according to his 
advice and under his direction. It is not to be wondered 
at that ** all manner of evil" should be said of a man who , 
was thus instrumental in the hand of God in giving such 
a shock to Satan's kingdofn. 

Having given such evident proofs of his designation to 
the work of the Christian ministry by the supreme Head 
ef the church, and of his skilfulness in conducting the 
spiritual interests of the societies, Mr. Asbury requested 
him to leave his present field of labour, and pay a visit to 
the city of Philadelphia, the society in* this place being in 
a very depressed state. 

The British army had. been for a considerable time 
quartered in this city^ and at this time had just taken Uieir 
departure* The confusion occasioned by this state of 
things, tended very much to obstruct the work of God. 
Previously to the entrance of the British into the city',<'inany 
of the inhabitants had fied into the country, aii^i4^M^ 
some time even afler they had departed, before the citi- 
zens returned and arranged their aflbirs, so as to feel them- 
selves in a settled state. *' I stayed," says Mr. Garrettson, 
'' about two months in Philadelpiiia, and though I did not 
10 
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.s^i>u0bifli^i»:<^^^^ I fo*nd H»ay of h^ ims 

friends near and precious to me*'* 

Being reUeved in the cily by Mr. Ckw, he took a toor 
into several parts of PenodyWama and New Jersey, 
"preaching," he says, " from ten to twel^ senaona a 
week. I bless God for the prospeioua journey he g«ro rae 
throi^li the state of New Jersey : seranl were awakened^ 
and some brought to know the Lord Jesus. 

" One day «fter preaching, an old mm came tOi me mod 
said, all in teairs, ' This day I am a hoadrmd and one 
years old, and this is my ^kilnai birth day.' The deer 
man's soul was so exceedingly ha^^W*^^*"'^ ^ appeared to 
be ready to take his fl^ht to heaven* 

" I preached at a new place, whete the congreg^ioD 

cCMisisted mostly of young peoploy fipom ' The Son of man is 

come to seek and to save that which was lost,' Luke six, 10. 

We had a wonderful disj^y of the power of the Lord. 

After I bad finished my discourse, the young peopte hang 

around each other crying for mercy. Many^ bo doubt, 

will praise the Lord eternally for that <li^. A remarkable 

circamstance happened respecting a young woittao who 

was broi^ht up in the Quaker petsuasi<m. It p l ia Bi i jthe 

Lord to awaken her when very young. She expeneficed 

the pardoning love of God, and continued to enjoy it fi>r 

some time- By degrees, however, 'sbegot off her watch, 

having none to strengthen but many to draw her away. 

She at length fell froot God, a^d beeaine as wild and 

trifling as ever. Soon afler this she was entirely depiived 

of her speech ; the enemy of her soul persuaded her to 

believe that it was a sin for her to do any kind of work, or 

even to dress herself; and if they gave her a book to read 

she thought it sinful to torn over a leaf, and would read no 

more unless some one would perform this office for her. 

It was impressed on her mind that there was a people in 

a particular place who served the Lord ; and if she could 

get among them, they would be a means of restoring her f o 
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her speech. She had never heard of a Methodist ; and 
the place which was revealed to her was nearly twenty 
miles from her residence, where there was a young, loving 
society. Though she kneyir nothing of the way, she sat 
00" to find that place and peqple. Her family missing her, 
pursued and brought her back. Not long after she made 
a more successful attempt, and found the society. The 
Lord revealed her case to them. There was a preacher 
preaeni, Mr. Daniel Raff, who consented to call a meeung, 
lad they cried to the Lord in her behalf that day and the 
next. She then went into a private room, kneeled down to 
prayer, and continued there tiU the Lord blessed her soul. 
At the Mme time her tongue was loosened, and she could 
speak forth the praises of Israel's God. She had been 
dumb about two years. Some time after I came into this 
neighbourhood a^d sent word to her mother that I would 
preach sach a day at her house. When the^ay arrived, 
I look the young woman lt(»iie, accompanied by many 
friends, and we were rei^eived like angels : some thought 
the Methodists could.Work mivacles. Many of the friends 
and netghbomrs caniie, and eould not but observe 'how 
angdtc this young woman i^peved. She was now able 
to speak and work as well as usual. I bless the Lord who 
gave me great flreedom in preaching on this remarkable 
eoeaston. The people seemed lo believe every word which 
was d^vered. The old lady was ready to take us in her 
arms, being ^ happy, and so well satisfied with respect 
to her daughter." 
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CHAPTER VII. 

RetnniB to the PeniiiBiila — Introduction of Methodism into Dor- 
set county — Peeuliar exercises, and happy d^verance — Escapes 
an attempt to take his life— Taken by a mob— Imprisonment of J. 
Hartley — Maltreated and imprisoned— Hapi^y in his own soul — Is 
set at liberty — Strange visions of the night. 

Haying completed his missioD in this partof thecountrjr 
la the autumn of the same year he made his second visit 
to the Peninsula, the place where the Lord of the harvest 
had given to him so many souls. Here he travelled exten- 
sively through the winter, preaching with his usual dili- 
gence and success. 

The following account of the commencement and pro- 
gress of the work of God in Dorset county^ where the citi- 
zens were principally members of the Church of England, 
is taken from his printed journal and his manuscript notes. 
It began by means of a young lady who was niece to Judge 
E.| of Dorset county, and sister to the wife of the honour- 
able* Mr. Basset. Being on a visit, she fell in company 
with the Methodists, by whose means she was awakened 
to a sjense of her lost and guilty state, and finally converted 
to God, and so became a pious follower of the blessed 
Jesus. When she returned to her uncle's in Dorset, they 
thought she was beside herself. She, however, persevw- 
ing in her Christian course, became instrumental in the 
conversion of her sister Mary, and a few others. Her sis- 
ter became as zealous for God as herself,* and soon aQer 
another sister, Mrs. Basset, became a most blessed woman. 
" I have no donfot," says Mr. Garrettson, " but that she 
lived and died a bright witness of sanctification." 

The honourable Mr. Basset was an eminent lawyer in 
the state of Delaware. After he embraced religion, he 
became a member of congress, was afterwards appointed 
one of the United States' judges ; and finally, a governor 
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of the 9Ute of Dekware. Th« MbMnee of wbst Mkmu 
Mn 6«ffretlsoii tays be had i^om Mr. Baieel's own noolh. 
At the time of the conversion of hit lady and ber sifters, 
who ilU three were enunenUy pious^ Mr. Basset being a 
ma&eftlie world, and moving m thi» bigiier circlee oCAmAh 
ionable society, became gveatly distressed in mind on ac^ 
coifflt of tl» Methodists, so that he bad bat little rest day 
or night A eonrt bemg soon to be held in Lewiston, in 
wMch he hada cause to manage as counsel, he CMicloded 
that iNien that shovkl be completed, he would sell bb pro^ 
petty, and move to some distant part of ^le eocmtry, so as 
to rid himself of tlM '' noisy Methodists." One night dur- 
iof the session of the court, he went to his bed chamber 
to rest After fidiing into a profoimd sleep, he dreamed 
tbtt he saw two devils in black standing by his b^ side, 
^he, he thooght, had come to take him away, fie trem> 
^M, and b^an to pray. The devils thereupon soon van- 
ished ; and were succeeded by two beantiful angels dressed 
in whdtei stancttng near bis bed. These, thought he, are 
monengers for good. Casting his eye towards the farthest 
<^onier of the room, he saw an aged, and very grave look- 
iof man, sitting in a large arm chair, frowning upon him, 
tliQ ang^ still standing by his bed. He looked, and be« 
M a beautifbl child advance to the aged man, and smil- 
ing pleasa^y, began to fondle around him ; but the aged 
mm ooDtinaed to frown. On this his sins were brought 
to his recollection, and it appeared to him that God the 
Ptther, represented by the aged man, was frowning on 
^im, while Jesus Christ, represented by the little child, 
^as interceding for him. The angds might justly repre- 
sent the Holy Spirit directing the ministers of Christ, or 
^^ hdy sisters presenting his case in prayer to a throne 
of graces., f. 

9fi awoke in a sort of rapture, and immediately dedi» 
<^d himself to the God who made him, and became a 
^^ni Christian. « From what I understood," says Mr. 
10* 
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Garrettson, '' Mrs. Basset had been piaying for jier hnS' 
band's conversion, and that very night she dreamed that 
God had converted his soul." 

On returning home from court he met his family, and 
especially his pioiks iady joyfully. When he rekled to her 
what the Lord had done fw him ; ** I Isnow it," said she^ 
^' the blessed God tdd me so." So far from indulging in 
a desire to move away from the Methodists, they now be* 
came the people of his choice. *' I knew him/' says Mr. 
Garrettson, '' many years after this, and he lived I believe 
like a Christian, and I doubt not died like one and is gone 
to glory. Mrs. Basset lived but a short time after she 
embraced religion. I was often at the house, and was with 
her in her last sickness, when she seemed filled with the 
perfect love of God. I felt as if the room was filled with 
ministering spirits; and she left the world praising God.' - 

Equally remarkable was the conversion of Henry Arey, 
Esq., who was a relation to Mary, the young lady above- 
mentioned. " As he was a man of fashion, and an entire 
stranger to inward religion, he was much afraid she would 
drive his wife out of her senses. He undertook to show 
his visiter that the Methodists were not in the right way ; 
and for this purpose he chose an old book written by a 
Puritan divine, a hundred and fifty years ago : but be had 
not read many minutes before conviction seized him, and 
the tears flowed from his eyes. He withdrew and read till 
he thought he must go among the Methodists with his 
book, and compare it with theirs. He did so, and found 
the Methodist publications to agree in substance with that. 
On this octasion I first met with him at Mr. White's. After 
he had laboured some time under distress of soul the Lord 
gave him rest — he felt the burden of guilt removed — and 
now expressed an anxious desire that I should come to the 
county where he resided, being determined to stand by the 
cause as long as he lived. 

"Thursday, Feb. 16, 1780, I arose very early in the 
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mornifigy and addr«iased the throne of grace. The Lord 
wonderfully refreshed my soul, aud I felt a willingness 
to suffer whatever he might permit to come upon me 
for the sake of his cause. I opened my mind to Mr. As* 
bary ^ho was at Mr. W.'b, and he seemed very desirous I 
should accept the invitation. He then comiHended me to 
the Lord in prayer, and I set out in good spirits with a 
strong hope that good would be done/ The first day I 
got half way, and had a comfortable night. February 1 1th 
was a day of deep exercise. Are others distressed in tlie 
way that I have been ? I travelled on seemingly with the 
weight of a mill stone. I wept bitterly as 1 passed along, 
and several times stopped my horse intending to turn back, 
but was still induced to pursue my way. I got to my dear 
friend Mr. Arey's some time before night ; and the'i>urden 
which I felt all the way left me at his door. The dismis- 
sion of it was perceptible, for my spirit did rejoice in God 
my Saviour. I was conducted into a private room, where 
the Lord let me know that I was in the very place in 
which he would have me. 

*' In the evening the family were gathered together for 
prayer : I shall never forget the time : I suppose about 
twelve white and black were present. The power of the 
Lod'd came, among us: Mrs. Arey was so filled with the 
new wine of Christ's kingdom, that she sunk to the floor, 
blessing and praising the Lord. And many of the blacks 
were much wrought upon. This night was a time of 
great refreshment to me." 

The three following days Mr. Garrettson preached in 
the neighbourhood to numercms and attentive congrega- 
tions, most of whom were greatly affected under the word, 
and a gracious work commenced among the people. Pro- 
ceeding to another part of the country, he observes, " Oho 
man was deeply affected only by seeing us. I preached 
at Colonel Vicery*s, a clever man, who afterwards became 
a greAt friend to us, and to himself too. The fields are 
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white Ibr hart est, but the wieked ctge, sod inreat Hee 
and mischief. The ooiinty court was sitting, and some 
of the heads of it were determined by some means to dear 
the place of such a troablesome feUow. For a ]>retenee 
they charged me with toryism ; and I wi^ informed, gare 
a very wicked man liberty, and promised to prelect bim 
in taking my life. For this purpose he was to tie in wait 
for me the next day. It providentially reached ny ea^ 
that night before I went to bed, and as the wicked seemed 
thus inclined, I thought it expedient to withdraw to Mr. 
Arey's, where I remained two daya; but being pressed in 
spirit, I could stay no k>nger, so I went to another pwrt of 
the county. Many came out to bear, and the word was. 
still attended with power to some hearts. 

*' Saturday 25th, my spirit was sdemn and I could not ' 
but expect that something uncommon would transpire. X 
withdrew ta the woods, and spent much time before the 
Lord. I preached with freedom to a weeping flock, my 
friend Arey, who was a magistrate, and a man of note in 
the county, accompanying me to the place. Ii^the even* 
ing we were repairing to his house, being about to preach 
there the neiU day ; when « company of men, who had em- 
bodied themselves, waylaid me, with an ioteotion to take 
me to jail. About sun set they Surrounded us, and called 
me their prisoner. They beat my horse, cursed and swore, 
but did not strike roe.. Some time after night they took 
me to a magistrate who was as much my enemy as any of 
them. When I was judged, and condemlied for preach* 
ing the gospel, the keeper of the peace whe sat in his great 
chair, imo^iateiy wrote a mittimus and ordered me to 
jail. I asked htm if he bad never heard of an affair in 
Talbot county. Brother I. Hartley* was committed to jail 

^ Mr. Grarrettson adds the following purticulari in a note :— 
^' Brother Hartley, a dear good man, and an excellent preacher, 
was 80 pressed in spirit, he could no longer contain, and Uie rulers 
laid hands on him, and confined him in Talbot jail ; but he preached 
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^ the same crime, that of preaching the goispel ; soon oiler 
the magistrate was taken sick unto death, and sent for this 
same preacher out of confinenient to pray for him. He 
then made this confession, ' When I sent jou to jail,' said 
^i ^l was itghting against God, and now 1 am about to 
leave the world, pray for me.' His family were called in, 
!Uid he said to his wife, * This is a servant of God ; and 
when I die, I request he may preach at my funeral, n You 
need not think I hare not my senses ; this is the true faith.' 
He then gave brother Hartley charge of his family, and 
desired them to embrace that profession. Now, said I, I 
t^eseeoh you to think seriously of what you have donej and 
prepare to meet God. Be you assured, I am not ashamed 
of the cross of Christ, for I consider it an honour to be 
imprisoned for the gospel of my Lord. My horse was 
brought, and about twelve of the company were to attend 
ine to jail. They surrounded me, and two, one on each 
side, held my horse's bridle. The night was very dark ; 
and before we got a mile from the house, on a sudden there 
was a very uncommon flash of lightning, and in less than 
a minute all my foes were dispersed : my friend Arey was 
a little before the company, so that I was left alone. I 
was reminded of that place of Scripture, where our Lord's 
enemies fell to the ground, and then this portion of Scrip- 
tare came to me, ' Stand still and see the salvation of God.' 
It was a very dark cloudy night, and. had rained a little. 
I sat on my horse alone, and though I called several times 
there was no answer. I went on, but had not got far 
before I met my friend Mr. Arey re^rning to look for me. 
Re had accompanied me throughout the whole of this 

powerftiUy throagb the window. The blessed God owned his word, 
^ he mm inrtruoientid in raisincr a large society.. He was con- 
&>6d a long time, till finally they thought he might as well preach 
^thout as within jail. Shortly after be was set at liberty, he married 
a pious young lady, and located. He did not live many years, but 
viiile he did live, he was very useful, and adorned his Christian and: 
^misterial character. He died hi the Lord, and went to glory /^ 
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affiur. Werodfton talking df the gocMlnen of God till we 
came to a little cottafe bj the road side, where we femid 
two ofmj guards almost firigbtoaed out of their wits. I told 
then if I was to go to jail that sight, we ought to^he on 
our way, for it was gettiBg late. ' O ! no/ said one- of 
them, ' let us stay until the morning.' My friend and I 
rode on, and it was not long ere we had a beautifid clear 
night. We had not rode far belbre the company colleofed 
again, from whence I know not. HoweTor, they appeared 
to be amazingly intimidated, and the leader of the company 
rode by the side of me, and said, ' Sir, do you think the 
afiair happened on our account f I told him that I would 
have him to judge for himself; reminding himof the awfrd- 
ness of the day of judgment, and the necessity there was 
of preparing to meet the Judge of the whole earth. One 
of the company swore an oath, and another immediately 
reproved him, saying, ' How can you swear at such a time 
as this?' At length the company stopped, and one said, 
' We had better give him up for the present ;' so they 
turned their horses and went back. My friend and I pur- 
sued our way True it is, * The wicked are like the trou- 
Med sea, whose waters cast up mire and dirt.' We had 
not gone frir before they pursued us again, and said, ^ We 
cannot give him up.' They accompanied us a few minutes, 
again left us, and we saw no more of them that ni^it. A 
little before midnight we arrived safe to my friend's house. 
Blessed be God, the dear waiting family were looking out, 
and received us with joy : and we had a precious sweet 
family meeting. I retired to my room as humble as a 
little child, praising my great deliverer. 

" During the remainder of the night* though asleep, I 
was transport^ with the visions which passed throogh my 
mind. I had a confidence in the morning that my betoved 
Lord would support me. I saw in the visions of the night 
many sharp and terrible weapons formed agaiAst me; but 
none could penetrate or hurt n^e ; for as^aoon as they came 
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tmx me Ihey were tmniiBd into fmOMnh and brushed by 
me 18 seA as down. 

" Soaday 27tfo, atelefvii o^cbek tOMXij cene eat to beer 
the wordy «id it was ex]iected mj eoennei unDvdd be apon 
ne. I was informed tbat not a ^w brougbt sboH elobs 
ladef tk^ coito to defend me m ease of an attack, for 
maej had josl about religion enovgh to figbl for it As I 
was giving out tbe hymn, standing between the ball and 
room doors, abost twenty of my peraecntors came np in a 
body. I was anaaed to see one of tbem who was an old 
nia and his bead as white as s sheet. Tbe rin^ader 
mAoA forwurdy presented a pistol, and laid hold of me. 
MeBSSd be€k)d t my conMence was so strong in him, that 
I ftared none of these things. Some of the andience, who 
stood neM to me, gave me a sudden jerk ; I was presently 
m the rocHn, and the door shut. As soon as I could I 
opened it, and beckoning to my friends, desbed that they 
would not injure my enemies ; that I did not want to keep 
from them* but was willing to go to jail. If I had not spoken 
in this manner, I believe much blood would have been 
shed I.began to exhort, and almost the whole congrega- 
tion were in tears. The women in a particular manner 
were aiinzin^ agitated. I desired my horse to be got, 
ud I was accompanied to Cambridge, where I was kept 
ifl a tttvem from twelve o'clock till near sunset, surround- 
ed^, the wicked ; and it vfns a great mercy of God that 
my life was preserved. ^ 

" I told my enemies not to give themselves any uneasi* 
DOSS, fer I thought it an honour to suffer in the cause of 
Christ. After ray horse and baggage were ready, and I 
WIS equipped for the expedition, we started, two and two. 
My friend and I rode together, and half the company be-* 
r(»e, and half behind. This was on the Lord's day. When 
we eume to the hotel, my friend and I were permitted to 
oocupj a room adjoining the large public room. The 
inhabitants of the place seemed to be coming and going 
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the whole of the day, and kept the, room filled the whole 
of the time, drinking and rejoicing over their prey. My 
friend was a young soldier, and the trial was too great for 
him. One of the eompany, a stout man, was about to 
break id to abuse, (for their hatred against him was almost 
as great as it was against me,) and actuaHy did strike at 
him with all his force with a large loaded whip, and in all 
probability would have killed him, had not the whip struck 
the fop of the door. My friend was young and active, and 
he instantly sprung, and as quick as a flash, sent his fist 
into the fellow's temf^e, who like a Goliah under David's 
sling, fell flat to the floor, and there was a roar of laughter 
through the house, and a declaration, ' the Methodists will 
fight.' At a convenient time I got my friend round the 
neck, and wept and told him he had grieved my spirit. 
He said he was sorry on account of grieving me ; but that 
it was almost as sudden as thought : that it appeared to 
him that his arm was nerved for .the purpose, and that he 
did not feel as i£ he had done wrong. And I must say I 
think they behaved rather better afterwards. 

** A little before night I was thrust into prison, and my 
enemies took away the key that none might administer to 
my necessities. I had a dirty floor for my bed, my saddle 
bags for my pillow, and two large windows open with a 
cold east wind blowing upon me : but I had great conso- 
lation in my Lord, and could say, ^Thy will be done.' 
During my confinement here, I was much drawn out in 
prayer, reading, writing, and meditation. I believe I had 
the prayers of my good friend Mr. Asbury ; and the book 
which he sent me, Mr. Rutherford's Letters, during his 
confinement, together with the soul comforting and 
strengthening letters which I received from my pious 
friends, were rendered a great blessing to me. The Lord 
was remarkably good to me, so that I experienced a prison 
to be like a paradise ; and I had a heart to pray for my 
worst enemies. My soul was so exceedingly happy, I j 
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searcdj knew how mj days md nights paMed away. The 
Bible was nerer sweeter to me. I never had a greater 
lore to God's dear children* I nerer saw myself moite 
imworthy. I nerer saw a greater beaoty in the cross Of 
Ckrist ; fer I thought I could, if required^ go cheerfully to 
the stake in so good a cause. I was not at all surprised 
with the d^erfidness of the ancient martyrs, who were 
able in the flames to clap their glad hands. Sweet nuy 
ments I had with my dear friends who came to the prison 
window. 

Happy the man who finds the grace, 
The bleeaing of God's chosen race, 
. The wisdom coming from aboye, 
The fidth which sweetly works by lore. 

^* Many^ both acquaintances and strangers, came to visit 
me from fru* and near, and I really believe I never was the 
means of doing more good for the time : for the county 
seemed to be much alarmed, and the Methodists among 
whom I had laboured, to whom I had written many epis- 
tles, were much stirred up to pray for me. I shall never 
forget the kindness I received from dear brother and sis* 
ter Arey. They suffered much for the cause of God in 
Dorset county, for which, if faithful, they will be amply 
compensated in a better world. 

'' Mr. and Mrs. Arey were remarkably kind^ and sent 
me evei;y thing which was necessary. My brother Thomas, 
who lived about a hundred miles off, heard of my impri* 
sonment, and came to see me, and Inrought a letter from 
Judge White to Mr. Harrison, a gentleman of note, who 
was the greatest enemy I had in town. After reading the 
letter, he not only invited my brother to put up at his house, 
but went and got the prison key, let my brother come in, 
and next morning he came to the jail and invited him out 
to breakfast, and told me he would do any thing he coi|ld 
for me. Before this be was as bitter as gall. One dlny 
when an old Quaker friend came to see me, he caroe and 
11 
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ibttsed him, and strofe to drire Mm 99mfi the Quaker 
made him ashamed t>rhi8 eonducl. My enemies sent a spy, 
who feigned himself a penken^ and as I was comkig down 
stairs to conv«srse with Inffi through the window, it came 
powerfnUy to my ttiind, he is an enetny sent if fiossiUe to 
draw some^thiilg out of you concerning the war. He orM, 
and said he wa& a miserable sinner, that he was afraid he 
woald go to hett^ and wainted to know what he shoeld do to 
be saved. I told him to leave off swearing and drunkem* 
ness, and return, and I would give him further direc^ne. 
I afterwards found he was the very character I had sup- 
posed. 

" My crime of preaching the gospel was so great, thiLt 
no common court would try my cause. There appeared 
to be a probability of my "staying in jail till a general codrt, 
which would not convene in nearly twelve months. My 
good friend Mr. Asbary went to the governor of Maryland, 
and he befriended me : had I been his brother, he eonld 
not have done more for me. The manner in which he 
proceeded to relieve me was this : — ^I was an inhabitant of 
Maryland by birth and property : 1 2ould likewise claim a 
right in the Delaware sta^, which state Was more fiivour* 
able to ^vteh. pestUeut feilows* I wM carried before the 
governor of Delaware. This gentleman was a friend to 
our society. He met itie at the dpor, and welcomed me in, 
assuring me he would do any thii^ he could to help me. A 
recommendatory letter was immediately despatched to the 
governor of Maryland ; and I was entirely at liberty. O ! 
how wonderfully did the people of Dorset rage : but the 
word of the Lord sptead all through that county, and hun- 
dreds both -white and black have experienced the love of 
lesus. Since that time I have preached to more than three 
thousand people in one congregation, not far from the 
place where I was imprisoned ; and many of my worst 
enemies have bowed to the sceptre of our soveteign Lord. 
The laboon of Caleb Peddicord and Thomas S. Chew 
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teie naoh hlesaei io this place, in the first reviving and ^ 
spieading of the work. 

*' After I left my conio^me^y I w«s more then ever 
deterfioiiQed to be fov Qod and none ebe. I travelled ex- 
teosiyely. The Lord waa with me daily, and my spirit 
i^oed in Qod my Savioun . In visiting the young soci- 
eties^ after I left jail, we had blessed hours : for many 
c^me to hear, sinners cried ibr m^cy, and God's dear 
P60|)ie lejokied. 

''Friday 24, was a solemn fast, being good Friday, the 
4ay on which the great Redeemer gave up his precious 
life. Three days after, being in a blessed family, I had 
great sweetness both in public and private ; and before I 
laid down to rest, I was very desirous of being lost and 
swallowed up in the love of the Redeemer, and of feeling 
the witness of perfect love. After I laid down to rest, I 
was in a kind of visionary way for several hours. About 
one I awoke very happy, arose fVom my bed, and addressed 
the throne of grace. I then Ugbl^d a capdle and spent 
nearly two hoiirs in waiting the eier^ises of the night. I saw 
myself travelling thiFough a dismal plsfce, encompassed with 
Qtany dangers; I saw the davil, who appeared very furious ; 
be came near to me and declared with bitterness that he 
woatd cause my death ; for he seemed to suggest, you have 
done my kingdom much harm: thus saying, he began 
pelting me with stones, and bedaubing me with dirt, till I 
felt wounded almost fo death, and began to fear I should 
fell by the hand of ray enemy* But in the height of my 
distress, my adored Saviour appeared to me, whom I 
thought the most beautiful person that ever iny eyes beheld. 
'I am your friend/ said he, ' and will sitf^rt you in your 
jooraey ; U^ not, for yo^ir enemy is ^hain^/ I seemed 
to receive muchetreagth, and the power of my en^flUjrwas 
so broken that be o^uM not raev9 one foot aftef me ; all he 
could do was to threaten, whieh he did loudly till I got 
OQt of his hearing. Being safe from these difficulties, I 
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looked forward and saw a very high hill which I was to 
as^ndy but feared that I never should be able to reach the 
top : I entered on my journey^ and got about halfway up, 
so fatigued that I thought every moment I must sink to 
the earth. I then laid down to rest myself a little, and 
seemed to fall into a kind of doze ; but I had not lain long 
before the person who met me in the valley passed by, and 
smote me on the side, saying, ' Rise up, and be going, 
there is no rest for you there.' With that I received 
strengthi and arrived at the top of the hill. I then looked 
back and saw my enemy at a great distance. I was 
greatly surprised when I saw the place through which I 
had passed ; for on every hand there appeared to be pits, 
holes, and quagmires in abundance. I was much wounded, 
and all bespattered with dirt. I looked around to see if I 
could find any house : and at a distance I espied a little 
cottage, and made up to it : when I got near the door, two 
angels met me and said, ' Come in, come in, thou bles^d 
of the Lord, here is entertainment for weary travellers.' 
The interior of the cottage appeared to be the most beaa* 
tiful place I had ever seen. After I went in I thought it 
was heaven filled with blessed saints and angels. One ami 
another broke out, * Glory, glory,' &c, &c, till the place 
was filled with praises. One spoke to me and said, ^ This 
is not heaven, as you suppose, neither are we angels, but 
sanctified Christians : and this is the second rest. And 
it is your privilege, and the privilege of all the children of 
God.' With that I thought I had faith to believe, and in 
a moment my spotted garments were gone, a white robe 
was given me, and T had the language and appearance of 
one of this blessed society : T then awoke. 

'* Before this, I had an ardent desire tmly to know^^ 
state, and to sink deep into God. When I awoke I seemed 
all taken up with divine things. I spent part of the remain w 
der of the night in writing, prayer, and praises : and liad 
a strong witness of union with my blessed Lord. My br^ 
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ther T. from the western shore came to see xm, travelled 
several weeks with me, with whom I had blessed times ; 
for I believe it was on this visit he felt a witness of par- 
doping love to his soul. 

"Upon a certain occasion, I waa wonderfnlly led to 
think of the place called hell, and was severely buffeted 
by the devil. * Hell,' he suggested, * is not ad bad a place 
as yon represent : how can God be a merciful being, as 
yoa set him forth, if he sends pec^le to such a dismal 
place to be tormented for ever for a few sins V I was ear- 
aestij desirous to know what kind of place it was ; and 
the Lord condescended to satisfy me in the dead season 
of the night. After I fell into a deep steep, I seemed to 
enter through a narrow gate into eternity, and was met by 
a person who conducted me to the place called hell ; but 
I had a very imperfect view of it. I requested to be taken 
where I could see it better, if thatxould be done. I was 
then conveyed to a spot where I had a full view of it. It 
appeared as large as the sea, and I saw myriads of damned 
souls in every posture, that miserable beings could get into. 
This sight exceeded any thing of the kind that ever had 
entered into my mind. But it was not for me to know 
any of them. Wire I to attempt to describe the ];rface as 
it was represented to me, I could not do it Had I the 
penof a ready writer, and angelic wisdom, I should fall 
short. I cried out to my guide, It is enough. With that 
he brought me to the place where he first met me. I then 
desired a discovery of heaven : my guide said, ' Not now, 
return : you have seen sufficient for once ; and be more 
^ithfttl in warning sinners, and have no more doubts about 
the reality of hell.' Then I instantly awoke." 
11* 
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CHAPTER VIIL 

Disputes respecting the ordinances — Mistakes correeted— Breftcli 
healed, and harmony restored — Mr. Asbury's account of this affidr 
— Goes to Baltimore^-Thence to the Peninsula — Singular dream. 

The Methodists in this country, as well as in Europei 
were considered at this time only as a society. The preach* 
ers were not ordained, and therefore did not claim the right 
of administering the ordinances of baptism and the Lord's 
supper, nor of performing the rites of marriage and barial 
of the dead. These circumstances became the source of 
considerable uneasiness in the societies. Not having fel- 
lowship with many of the parochial clergy of the Church of 
England on account of the irregularity of their lives, and 
the want of evangelical doctrine in their sermons, the 
Methodists were unwilling to receive the ordinances of 
Christ at their hands. 

In addition to this^ many places, particularly at the 
south, were entirely destitute of a settled ministry of any 
denomination. To remedy the inconveniences arising 
from this state of things, some of the preachers, no doubt 
from the best of motives, for they appear to have been a 
company of holy men, seconded the views of the people 
in respect to having the ordinances among themselves. 
Mr. Asbury, however, and most of the northern preachers 
resisted these measures, and endeavoured to persuade them 
to remain as they were until they could advise with Mr. 
Wesley and receive his directions. 

In the opinion of Mr. Garrettson, who was present when 
the question respecting administering the ordinances was 
discussed, those brethren in Virginia who advocated the 
measure have been misrepresented, as though they were 
at the head of a schism. In his manuscript notes, Mr. 
Garrettson says, " Since the death of Mr. Asbury, I am 
the oldest preacher in the American connexion, and there- 
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fore I tbink it my doty to explain thb business." He 
then goes on to state, that at the Deer-creek conference, 
which was held May 20thy 1777, Mr. Rankin in the chair, 
it was as^ed, '* Shdl the preachers in America administer 
the ordinances?" The answer was, "We will suspend 
them until the next conference." 

May 19th, 1778, the regular conference was held in 
LeeslMirg, Virginia. Mr. Rankin and his British brethren, 
except Mr. Asbury who was not present at this confer- 
ence, were gone home. Mr. William Watters, being the 
ddest American preacher, was called to the chair. The 
same question was proposed again, ** Shall we administer 
the ordinances ?" " I was present," says Mr. GarreUson, 
" and the answer was ' lay it aver until the next confer^ 
enu/ which was appointed to be held in FlUTanna county, 
Va., May 18th, 1779, at what was called the broken back 
church." In consequence of the troubles arising from 
the state of the war, which then raged with increased vio- 
lence, the northern brethren did not attend the Fluvanna 
conference ; but for their " convenience,'* says Mr. Gar- 
rettson, " called a little conference in Kent county, in the 
province of Delaware, April 28th, 1779, at Judge White's, 
where Mr. Asbury had been confined to avoid the rage of 
his enemies. At this conference Mr. Asbury was present 
and presided." » 

At the time appointed, the southern brethren met in ' . 
the regular conference, and the same question respecting 
administering the ordinances was discussed, and was 
finally decided in the affirmative. They accordingly set 
apart several of the oldest preachers to travel extensively, 
and to administer the sacraments of baptism and the Lord's 
supper, and to perform the marriage ceremony ;- and at the 
conclusion, appointed their next conference to be held in / 
May, 1780, at Manicantown, Virginia. "*#• at the^^ 
north," says Mr. Garrettson, ** were opposed to this inno- 
vation, and it was our pleasure to meet in Baltimore, April 
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24ihy 1780, ind brother Asbury, WiUkm Waiters a&d 
mjself were appointed a commiuee to meet those brethren 
at their confidence, and endeavour to effect a reeoncMia- 
tion. After much pray«r and consultation, they unani- 
mously agreed to a suspension of the ordinances for one 
year, and to call a general conference in Baltimore the 
next spring ; in the meantime to consult Mr. Wesley, by 
whose judgment they would abide.'* 

Now although these brethren erred in their judgm^it, 
they undoubtedly manifested much of the meekness of 
Christianity, in agreeing, for the sake of peace and har- 
mony, to relinquish their project, and wait fix ^rther 
a^^vice from their venerable founder. No doubt, also, they 
were prompted to this step, not from a restless ambition, 
but from a love to the souls of the people who had been 
converted to God by their ministry, and who were anxious 
to receive the ordinances of Christ at their hands. 

In preventing a division in the societies at this time, 
which must have been attended with very deleterious 
effects on the work of God, Mr. Garrettson took a very 
active and efficient agency, in conjunction with Messrs. 
Asbury, Watters and Drumgde. Mr. Asbury says, ** When 
we could not come to a conclusion with them, we witii- 
drew and left them to deliberate on the conditions I offered, 
which were to suspend the measures they had taken for 
one year." To this they refused to submit, until the next 
day, when, says Mr. Asbury, " they were brought to an 
agreement while I had been praying, as with a broken 
heart, in the house we went to lodge at, and brothers 
Watters and Garrettson had been praying up stairs where 
the conference sat. We heard what they had to say, and 
surely the h^nd of God may be seen in all this. There 
might have been twenty promising preachers, and three 
thousand people seriously affected by this separation ; but 
the Lord would not suffer this.'' Thus, by the mutual 
<^ndeavours of these holy men of God, this breach, which 
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«ep&fiEied to threaten the disBolution of the body» was healed, 
and peace and harmony restored. Mr. Garrettson says, 
*' Having accomplished our business, we set our faces to 
the north with gladness of heart, praising the Lord for his 
great goodness." Returning to Baltimore, where he was 
appointed to labour, he set apart a day for fasting and 
prayer, and the Lord abundantly blessed him. Such, how- 
ever, was the ardour of his soul in behalf of lost sinners^ 
that he did not long confine himself to the city ; for we 
soon find him in the country, where he makes the follow- 
ing reflections : " With delight I viewed the rising morn ; 
the fields are clad with a beautiful green ; the creation is 
smiling, and the birds tuning their notes. Surely an im- 
mortal spirit ought to praise the Creator of the universe." 
ARer labouring for several weeks in Baltimore and the 
adjoining county with great success, he crossed the Chesa- 
peake again to the Peninsula. *' Having," says he, '' a 
good horse, and being seldom sick enough to desist fi-om 
travelling, or weary enough to complain, I could travel 
irom twenty to fifty miles a day, and preach. from one to 
four sermons. During the five' or six weeka I remained 
here, I visited most of the circuits ; the congregations were 
larger than usual, and never for the time had I brighter 
prospects. Many evil reports were raised against me; 
but my manner was to go straight forward in the line of 
ray duty. When I returned many gathered at the Fork 
chapel from all quarters ; and among the crowd, I espied 
my old uncle T. who had heard and believed the reports ; 
and was determined, as I understood, to detect me in the 
midst of the people. Never shall I forget the day ; for the 
Lord manifested his power : the heart of my dear old 
uncle was softened, and tears flowed down his face. * After 
he left the chapel, he sai^ to some of his acquaintances^ 
* Surely my cousin is belied.' He came and begged me 
to go home with him, which I did. The next day he 
followed me five miles ; and the tears flowed plentifiilly. 
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If hon we were about to part, he asked me what compen- 
sation he should make me, for the benefit which he had 
received. ' Will yjoq/ said he, ' receive a suit of clothes V 
I thanked him kindly, telling him that I had as mueh 
clothing as was necessary. He then put his hand in his 
pocket, and pulled out eighty continental dollars, which at 
that time were worth about twenty hard dollars : at ftrst 
I refused ; but he would not be denied. So I took them, 
and some time after gave them to brother S., a man who 
needed them. When we parted he told me that he ex- 
pected to see ipe no more : it was even so, for some time 
after the Lord called him away. 

" I continued in this circuit till the MowBig spring, 
and enjoyed precious moments. Many were brought into 
gospel liberty, and added to the society ; and some receir* 
ed the second bles^ng. I trust I grew in grace and know- 
ledge during my stay ; and felt myself an unpr^table serv- 
ant : very unworthy of the many favours which I received 
from the precious, loving followers of Christ in this circuit." 

Just beibre Mr. Garrettson visited the Peninsula, he 
gives the following account: " I went to bed very happy, 
but my night visions were uncommonly strange : I thought 
I was taken dangerously ill, and expected shortly to be in 
eternity. I doubt not but I (bit just as dying persons do. 
I appeared to be surrounded with thousands of devils, who 
were all striving to take from me my confidence ; and for 
a time it seemed almost gone. I began an examination 
from my first awakenings^-then my conversion-^my call 
to preach— the motives which induced me to enter this 
great work — my intention, and life firom the beginning. 
In the time of this examination, every fear was dismissed, 
— «very fiend vanished; and a band of holy angels 8«e- 
ceeded with the most melodioici music that I ever heard. 
I then began to ascend, accompanied by this heavenly 
host ; and thonght every moment the body would drop off, 
and my spirit take its flight. Alter ascending a vast 
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height, I was overshadowed with a cload as white as a 
sheet ; and in that cloud I saw a person the most beauti- 
fiil that my eyes ever beheld, t wanted to be dislodged 
from this tabernacle, and take my everlasting flight. That 
glorious person, more Inright than the sun in its meridiui 
brillianey, spoke to me as follows : * If you continue feith* 
fill to the end^ this shall be your place ; bat you cannot 
come now, return and be faithful ; there is more work for 
700 to do.' Immediately I awoke, and my spirit was so 
elevated with a sense of eternal things, that I thought I 
^uld sleep no more that night. Gl'eat and glorious dis- 
coveries have been made to me both sleeping and waking ; 
but all the promises of heaven and eternal glory have been 
conditional. In Scripture we h^ve a little, but significant 
word, t^If you are faithful until death, you shall have a 
crewh of life. I would advise all the children of God to be 
very careful and watchful, and continue in well doing until 
death. ISome suppose that we ought not to put any de- 
pendence in dreams and visions. We should lay the same 
stress on them in this our day, as wise and good men have 
done in all ages. Very great discoveries were made to 
Peter, Paul, and others in their night visions. But is 
there not a danger of laying too much stress on them ? 
We arc indeed in danger from a variety of sources ; and 
the only safe way to escape from the illusions of error is 
to try every thing by the written standard : if enlightened 
l^ the Holy Spirit, by taking heed to that word which is 
a lamp to our path, we shall not be suffered to go astray.[* 
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CHAPTER IX. 

does to Little York — Carious account of the conreTeion of a mUi 
and his wife-*Effect8 thereof on the people — Goes to Colchester— 
Carious account of a deluded woman—Persecution rages — Visits a 
distressed man — Opposed by some soldiers who were quartered in 
the town— Powerfiil effects of the word preached— Attends confer- 
ence in Baltimore where unanimity prevails— Great distress in Vir- 
ginia — Rev. Mr. Jarret friendly to the Methodists. 

On the 24th day of January, 1781, Mr. Garrettson set 
off to visit Little York in Pennsylvania. Stopping at a 
tavern for the night, he lectured on the 7th chapter of St. 
Matthew, and in time of family prayer the Lord powerfully 
awakened a gentlemtn who lodged there also. 

** Tuesday 25th, I went into the town, and in the after- 
noon the bell rang, and I preached in the Dutch church* 
The gentleman's lady (who was awakened the- evening 
before) got her heart touched. When he came home in 
the evening, he spoke to this effect, * My dear, I heard 
such a man last night as I never saw or heard before, and 
if what be said be true, we are all in the way to hell.' ' I 
suspect,' said she, ' he is the same man whom I heard this 
adernoon in Wagoner's church. I believe his doctrine is 
true, and that we are all in the way to ruin,' * Well,' said 
he^* let us set about our salvation.' ^ I am willing,' said die. 

*' Having an appointment, I preached at Mr. G.'s, the 
Lutheran minister : and after meeting we had an agreea- 
ble conversation. His mother and sister, whose hearts 
the Lord had touched, accompanied me to Berlin, where 
I preached to a large congregation with great freedom. 
I again had an opportunity in the evening to hold up a 
loving Saviour to the listening multitude. 

" By this time a persecution had arisen among the peo- 
pie in Little.York and its vicinity : the enemy of souls had 
taken an advantage of my two friends who were awakened : 
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Being under deep distress, and sorely tempted of the devil^ 
not knowing what to do, at length they prepared water, 
and washed themselves ; the»i pot on clean clothes, and 
concluded that it was the new birth. After they came 
from their room, they kissed their two children, aison and 
daughter well nigh groWn, and told them they wei^ new 
born. Being in a great measure bereft of their senses, 
and the enemy ready to take every advantage, ' Come,? 
said they, ' old things must be done away, and all things 
mast become new.' They then began to^hrow their old 
doching and blankets on the fire ; and am^^^ other things 
they threw on a large bundle of paper money. ' This,' 
said he, * is an old thing, and must be done away.' The 
neighbours being alarmed, ran in and saved m?iny things ; 
but I suppose they did not sustain Idas than fifteen pounds 
loss. A minister was sent for, and he desired a doctor to 
be called ; for they knew ndt what was the matter. A 
Qtuaker woman came to see them, who said, ' she did not 
know of any one that could be of service to them, unless 
it was the man that was the occasion of it.' The cry was, 
such a raant>ught not to go through the country ; and that 
Bome desired me to be apprehended and put into jail. I was 
aboat twenty miles off, but as soon as I heard of it, mounted 
my horse and got to them as quickly as possible. When 
the neighbours saw me, several gathered into the room. 
When I entered the house, I perceived that the woman 
looked strange, and the man was in bed under the hands 
of the doctor, with several blister plasters on him. I sat 
down by his b«d side (she sat on the fix)t of the bed) and 
asked him what he wanted— * To be new born,' said hq. 
Taking out my little Bible, I read and lectuned on a chap** 
ter ; and sensibly felt that the Lord was present to heal. 
It brought to my mind the time when St Peter visited 
Cc^neliusr I believe in the tinae of the exhortation and 
prajcr the Lord not only opened the way of salvation to 
those two distressed ones, but to several others who came 

12 
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in ; and we hid a premut ime^time* I desised lliere lo 
take his blister phflgtem o£ filery'to Chxl ! he reatoiod 
them, not only to their. natttcal hiit.fipnritiiai tonsea <A 
good and graeioiis God has his own way cf woriiing ameog 
the ehihb'Mi lof men. Though at first thk^oittwt«|ioe 
causad roe;gpeat dntress (tfmind, in Ae end it vras Sx 
good; miB3iy^>peif< astonished and broiq^t to a serioas 
consideration. Ait)»tigh the ehuroh door wai shut againai 
me, a large school room was opened, in which I.preached 
a sermon on the oocandn, to. about three hundred ^aouk.: 
the Lord touched the hearts of Many ; and my two nutd 
people (as they haji^n called) were aUe to xejeice in 
the Lord. Soon after this a loring society was formed in 
the neighbourhood. 

" Wednesday 22d, I had a tedious jontney to Colohes* 
ter ; h\A found the parents of one family, who were bwA*^ 
ened when I was there before, mouming. for Jesus ; aad 
I had freedom to preach to the people. In the mommg 
I sat out again for Berlin, and missed my way. I am 
burdeoed-^surely it is a burden which the Lord hath iaid 
upon me, and it is for the best. I called at a house to 
inquire for the road ; I heard a dismal groaning and lamest- 
ing withtn; I alighted from my horse and weait in ; and 
found the woman of the house wringing her hands ^nd 
mourning bitterly. ' Good woman, stid I, what is the ma^ 
ter with you ? * Sir,' said she, * hnve you never heard what 
has happened ? 1 :iave:soid my three little ebildren to the 
devil, and on such a day he is ta come for them/ I can 
prore toyou, said I, that it. is opt of your power to eel] 
your children to the deiril. fbf they belong to God. I read 
and escplained to her parts of several chapters ; but it 
seemed aQ in vain. Her husband came in, and I desired 
him to get a horse and take her to preaching that aftetr 
noon. After he had got the horse, I desired her to make 
ready, ai^d go to preaching with her husband. < O,* aaid 
she, * I cannot think of leaving my dear little childr^i m 
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to mm of die AbvU;' After soiiie tlnie she was pi«?a9ed 

on ^f(v Her hinbetid told me, tlutt aiie Md'carti^itf 

laiDr ifrlier boeom for three -ivedciB, #flh an intem k wa, 

firM lei^telLe ^e Inr^ of her ohiMren^ before the day came 

Ikiil^iAie'^iea^' ^e devil was to come for them, and then" 

t»Uk%0IH ewD life. I preached a sermon saited to her eon- 

M%^aMil it fJeased the Lord^to visit her soul in mercy; 

.j^-thdtttfler ptidlu^hing «he came to me in a raptnre of joy, 

\ Ms s Dhy ttftd pfltisingQod that sheerer saw my fiu»e She 

' lifeaifie ft blessed pkms woman. I then knew the cause 

of my being lost. O God, thou art good, and I wiH praise 

thee! thon art kM, and I wHl give gk>ry to thy holy 

name! 

^^ Friday, Felwnary 34th, I^retamed to town, aild die 
^Msecntion raged so^rkrasfy^, thai I thought it most ex- 
psHenttty preach at Mr. W.'s, a mile out of town. Many 
gadiefed, and we had a moving time. The next day we 
hn^ a ppwerfbl season; and the' heerts tyf some of inf 
enemies were reached. 

^Sanday/f%brilaty'96th^ I taever saw so many out in 
this pfifcce before, -and* evert some who liad thought it a sin 
to hear me were present, aftd I never wiUiessed a more 
genera! moving in aiiy place where preaching had been so 
short a time. In thiis county there were, I think, sixteen' 
ditK^flt'denominatldikS, and some of all seemed zealous in 
^nir way. In the aft^mooti'I again ret^rmed and preached 
Hl>, W.'s; where one woman was i^mck under conviction, 
add cried 'dotid for mercy. Tbens was ashaking through 
the whde assembly] I folt the power of faith, and was 
grea^ telfghtened in the Holy Scriptures." 

R^Hvmingta town again, he found more peace than 
HRinerly. 

^Tuesday, M«irch Ist, bemtg dijsired the day before to 
Toh a "dlBtredsed man, one who was troubled with an evil 
spkf^, between' day Inreak and eunrise I called his minis* 
ter out of bed, and desired him to go with me. We went, 
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and I desired all to leave the room, except the digtresaed 
man, his wife, the minisi^^ and nqraelf. I then desired 
him to open to me his ea«e. He said that ' for a l^agjIioHSi 
the devil had followed him, and that he had frequently 
seen him with his bodily eyes.' The dear man.was uitflBr 
conviction, but knew not what was the matt^. with him. 
I told him my experieqce, abd.gav^ him a^ good directions 
as I was capable of* I prayed £ca him, and so likewise 
did his minister in Dutch. I understood afterwards that 
he was troubled no more in the same way, and he becamei 
one of my quiet bearers. 

*' I visited the country and expenenced great displays 
of the awakening power of God ; for many precious pe<K 
l^e, both Dutch and English, were inquiring the way to 
heaven. I again returned to town, and preached to about 
three hundred people by candle light; but some^ were 
offended. I appointed to preach the next eveniAg. In 
town, there Mmee many soldiers billetted, and the officers 
declared that if I attempted to preach again, they would 
take me to jail : so I understood by my friends, who 
desired me to decline* I was not afraid of their threats, 
but in the evening attended the appointment. . Shortly; 
after I had taken my text, ' Quench not the Spirit,' 1 Thess. 
V, 19, several officers with a company of soldiers came ta 
the place, but the house was so crowded that none could 
get in but the officers, who fixed themselves by my right, 
hand, one of whom stood on a bench with his staff in hi&. 
hand, lifted up several times either to ^ike or frighten 
me ; but had a bat, or an owl lighted 6n the wall, I should 
have been as much afraid. The devil cannot lead bis 
factors further than the length of his chain. After sermon 
was ended, all withdrew, and no harm was done. I was 
surprised to see the same officers come peaceably to hear 
the word the next nig]^t. The next day I had an invita^ 
tion to pre|ch to the soldiers ; but as 1 was under a necefr-. 
sity of leaving tofrn, I could not." 
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«o«iiliiitd i|0^ti«i^thirou^ tll^ it^ii^y, and to ^eaeh 
witii'ltii iwtm( z^l^tnd imetesa. Wh^ one bHed oat, 
"^Sk^em^fm^M mb wiiat I^Wi"^ Wtte^'Saved, for I 
a«i^h»i#teked^e)rttifti itiptlt^^ ^ote tibxMf;^* mhei^ said, 

e&eeof tflltli;tliait dlhdqgh he observed 4bat he w^s never 
in a place whi»«thiEn'e waiB>8«ich It ^rutfiety ^s^ts, it sieetned 
to him^wif Seots abd naMi^i'WOilld^be lost, and tite name 
o^dkriBt be^aU in all. Ihit^ hklitbourdili tlHS'{>aH of 
liii^ii0tfd'«^^^fa^y«#llk}lirtts ft little over twb^ mbtltfas, 
he^si^i^lhat 1i6i^)irWbbed in molrer^h^n twenfj <dlfierent 
^ace0^<Md thought tlMft id^jpethfan tbro^ hundred-people 
vv«»e'ttttd«r fti^i^M'awttteiingd, be6id^s a numbet who 
had'idreadf kmad^^hn p^arl of ^^t price. About one 
biiiidr€Kl<liM joined the so^eietied." 

On thd 22d he left the oircuif Im* conference in the city 
of Bailtimore, #he#e he arrii^ed, alter a ride of sixty miles, 
aboot flumet, and heard n serntion in the evening. 

At this ^conference they had great peace, as all the 
pieaohers agMed to abide- by the decision of Mr. Wesley 
respecting the ^ordinances. 

This year, 17S1, in Virginia,- where Mr. Gatrettson was 
appointed to trarel, was a time of great distress, on- ac* 
coont of the war. Lord Comwaltis was then harassing 
the people with his army, and the Americans were exert- 
ing themselves to oppose his progress ; so that by the 
marching and countermarching of armies, and frequent 
skirmishes, the minds of the people were constantly excited 
with fear and perplexity ; a state of mind very unfavoura- 
ble to the progress of reli^on. 

AiM^her circamstance tended not a little to arrest the 
progress of truth and righteousness. Though the disputes 
respecting the ordinances were amicaUy terminated among 
the preachers who composed the conference, yet in Vir- 
ginia and North Carolina, there were some local preachers, 
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and many of the private Hiembers who were not so^eatfily 
pacified. One object in sending Mr. Oarrettson into those 
parts appears to have been, being a son of peace, and pos- 
sessing considerable influence among preachers and peo- 
ple, that he might be instrnmental in rei^ring union and 
confidence among the brethren. This, after considerate 
labour, accompanied with much prayer, he in a great mea- 
sure accomplished before the end of the year. 

Amidst the troubles arising from these sources, Mr. 
Garrettson found his mind much refreshed, and his ha&ds 
strengthened, by the good countenance and spiritual con*- 
versation of the Rev. Mr. Jarrat, a pious clergyman of the 
Church of England. Mr. Jarrat received the Methodists 
with open arms, invited Mr. Garrettson into his pulpit^ and 
as the Methodists had not the ordinances of God's house 
among themselves, Mr. Jarrat supplied this lack of service 

. by inviting them to the table of the Lord in 4iis churchy 
and occasionally administering baptism and the Lord's 
supper to them in other places. Of this pious and zealous 
clergyman, Mr. Garrettson makes honourable mention. 

*' I have had," says he, " some happy seasons in his 
congregation, particularly on sacramental occasions. At 
one time about three hundred of his parishioners com- 
muned, and the place seemed awful on account of the 
power and presence of God. Mr. Jarrat told me that 
when a lad, while studying under President Davies, he was 
brought under a travail of soul, and that when the burden 
was removed, and he received regenerating grace, he was 
as sensible of it as he would have been, (to use his own 
expression,) if a ton weight had been rolled from his body." 

'.» He arrived on his circuit, Essex, in Virginia, June 4th, 
1781, and going to an appointment at Ellis's chapel, he 
says, " As I entered the door I saw a man in the pulpit 
dressed in black, engaged in prayer. I soon perceived 
he was a man bereft of his reason. I went into the pulpit 
and desired him to desist. After he enderf, I gave out his 
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text, and began to praieh. But I had no other way to 
stop him, than to desire the people to withdraw. His tes- 
timony was, that he was a prophet sent of God to teach 
tke peq>le ; and that it was revealed to him a person was 
to interrupt him in his dncourse. Aft^r a few minutes 
the people returned, and all was still. I then ga?e out, 
' Feed my sheep/ John xxi, 17. I had liberty in showing, 
1. The character mentioned in the t«Nct^ — sheep ; 2, why 
the fidlowers of our Lord might be called sheep ; and 3, how 
the sheep are to be fed. 1. The Shepherd ; 2, the food ; 
and 3, the manner of feeding the ^ck. The prophet 
returned honde, and that night he told his family, at such 
V^ hour he would go into a trance ; and that ^hey m^ust 
not bury him till afier such a time, should he not survive. 
Aecordingly, to appearance he was in a trance. The 
next day I was sent for to visit him. Many were weeping 
around the bed, in which he lay like a corpse, for I could not 
perceive that he breathed. He was once happy in God, 
and a sensible useful man. About the time of which he 
spoke, he came to himself. Satan was partly<lisappointed ; 
for in some measure he was restored to his reason, and I 
took him part of the way round the circuit with me. What 
was the cause of this ? Satan prompted him to think more 
highly of himself than he ought to think ; and so he fell 
into the condemnaticm of the devil. I had a hope before we 
parted, that his fallen soul was restored. Some time after 
this he began again to preach Christ ; and I trust was more 
hnnable than ever. I continued on this circuit about three 
months, had many happy hours, and some distressing ones. 
Two things were a great distress to my mind : 1. The 
apirit of fighting ; and 2, that of slavery, which ran among 
the people. I was resolved to be found in my duty, and 
keep back no part of the counsel of God. Day and night) 
I could hear the roaring of the cannon, for I was not farj; 
from York town during the siege and the surrender of Cor n-i 
wallis. Many of our pious friends were absolutely against ? 
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%hiiag, and aome of them sii&rad Muoh oii that m^ 
count* for Uiey <yere comf elted/or taken bylnr^iedntDtlib 
field ; thougb they weidd seonev* h«?e lost their own Kve? 
Uiaa take the life of any human cureataib. I sawr it my 
duty to cry down this kind of- proceedings dechurutf that 
it could not be justified in the oraeles of God^ I was, in 
a particular mamier, Idd to preach against ihepractsoe t>f 
slave holding. Several were cooyiseed of the impiety of 
the practice, and liberated thenr staves: others who did 
not liberate themy were convinced 4hat diey ouglpt to 9*0 
them better than they had done. Had it not been i>r thee* 
two evils/ 1 m^ht have been more popular anpiong ithe peo^ 
pie. I preached at a quarterly meeting at liabery 's ckap^; 
where Uier e were abovrt two tfaousaad present, of all fanka* 
and being pressed dn spirit, I cried, ' Do jnstice, love mercy , 
and walk hambly with thy God.* There were more thaif 
a thoasand pe<^]e who could not get into the chap^, and 
some of those without called out fer an officer to take me. 
After meeting was ended, I walked through the midtet of 
them, but no one laid hands on me." 

After preaching in several places, in all of which he 
found the power and presence of God to be with him, it 
seems he went to form a new circuit ; for he says> '' I am 
now in my element, forming a new circuit, and I have* 
pleasing prospects. I preached in one place, and there 
was a great shaking among the people. I preached again 
the next day, and the power of the Lord in a most won- 
derful manner came down. I was somewhat surprised — 
the rich are brought to mourn for Christ ^yeral fell 
under the word. A major was so powerfully wrought 01^ 
that I suppose he would have fallen from his seat had not 
the colonel held him up. A large society was united in 
this place, mostly of the rich. About this time I received 
a letter from Mr. Asbury, in which I was informed that he 
could not visit the south, and that it vf-^s his deshe I should 
ee to statioping the preachers.*' 
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It seems that at tlie request of Mr. Asbnrj, who was 
the f eneni assistant ander Mr. Wesley, Hr. Ganrettson 
tra?eDed throsgh several circuits, attended the quarterly 
meetings, held iovefeasts, and exercised a «>rt of general 
soperintendency eiver preachers and people, in the ahsence 
of Mr. Asbory. Hence at his request he visited the cir- 
cuits on the north side of James* river, where he found 
them in some confusion respecting administering the ordi- 
nances, and not a little disturbed on the question of slavery. 
Some, however, had liberated their slaves, and these who 
yet plead for the ordinances were tolerably pacified through 
his mediation. In this tour he had the satisfaction of 
meeting his brother Richard, a travelling fweacher, with 
whom he was much refreshed, and whose labours had been 
greatly blessed among the people. Coming from thence 
to Baltimore, and finding the small pox raging, he was 
inoculated. He concludes his account of his labours on 
this tour, with the following reflections: "I think my' 
Lord made um iascnimeot^ in uniting to us many brethren, 
both preachers and people, who had disagreed with us 
about the ordinances. I can say it was a year of humilia* 
tion, and believe I grew in knowledge as well as in grace." 



CHAPTER X. 

Travels extensively through Virginia and North Carolina — Poli- 
ticil difficulties—Goes to Little York— Preaches hi the fields- 
Preaches on the doctrine of perfections-Remarkable dream — Re- 
niarkson infant baptism— Greatly encouraged to persevere— Visits 
ftnd rejoices with his old friends — Mourns over the stupidity of pie 
people — ^Attends conference in Baltimore—- Account of a blind man 
—Interesting account of a young female— Attends to the people of 
cofour— Conversion of a great opposer— Meets Dr. Coke^Reflee- 
tioii OB Mr. Wesley's pUn for the organization of a church— Croes 
to call a conference of the preachers at Baltimore. 

Thbre is a chasm here in his printed journal of ahout 
three years, from 1781 to 1784. This, however, is sup* 
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plied inr the mtnttsci^f jowmI wU<A teiias left befailM!, 
aad which has been cuefiiliy traseoribed by his am f inii ^ 
and cMily daugbler, Miss Mtry K. €UumCtMi» wkdM^pkMR$ 
4od tibotkmate duty to her Artfaer was a s(^ace ta faia:W 
the decliae of his life, and eapeciaHy m his dyingrmonrevis. 
During the year 1781, Mr. Oarrettson says^ *' Itirav^ed 
^bout fite ^osand miles, preached abiiot;fiare» tondhied 
WmoBs, visited most of ^e oiroQits iir VifginmttdNisrtfa 
Carditta, and openedcme new circnit^ ib:iii^ic9i the JLord 
began a blessed work, so that nrnny, belli rieh and poor, 
joined the soolety." It was a year of great distress, m 
consequence of the sanguinary conflicts between ^le Dii- 
tish and American armies. And as Mr. Qarrsttson wsas 
averse to war from pnnei{dey as^ well as to slate holdi^; 
a iMractice so prevalent in the ooentry in which he tben 
laboured, he met with no little diflSicu%: but fape mjTs, 
*' Though some threats were tittered against me, I p aa a ed 
on unhurt, lookkg conthmally to Jesus ^ ibr I can say I 
did not think my life dear to me, if I coaid^ oniy win aoii^ 
to Christ, and get safely to heaven myself." 

From the conference in BaiUmoroi he took his j6ui»e^ 
to Little York, where be was jc^fbtty reeetved hy bis 
friends. . From the almost daily notices in his journal, in 
which we behold the same constant breathing after God, 
the same thirst for the«alvation «rf sinners, it appears that 
he continued from place to place, preaching a free and a 
full salvation^ with a diligence and success rarely to fa^ 
met with. On Friday, April 18th, he paid a visit to a 
place called Devil's Island, where he says he had '^ glori- 
ous times" in preaching to the people. A faithful class on 
this island bid him welcome, and added much to his com- 
fort, and gave a pledge of future good. Passing thence 
to the continent, he frequently met such crowds of peo* 
pie at his appointments, as no house woidd contain ; and 
ther^ore was<^liged to i»each to them after the eamnple 
of the venerable Wesley, in the open felds^ or in tte groves. 
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After noiieio^ thttj on one ^poasion, heJitd preached to 
some hundreds gnder the tseW| he «ajs be Md ^ seldom 
seen a more solemn time." 

** Monday 28, the stewards, leaders, exhorters, and local 
preachers, met at seren o'clock. Our lovefeast beg«i at 
nine, and public preaching at twelte. I had promised 
Uie day before to preach a sermon on perfection ; but 
knowing that many gainsayers of this doctrine would be 
at the meeting, I felt that the cross was very heavy, and 
I arose with fear and trembling ; but glory be to God ! no 
sooner had I opened my mouth, than I felt sensibly the 
presence of my Saviour; and although the house was 
crowded, and many who could not get in were standing 
without, and a company of soldiers who cam^ to seek for 
a deserter, were there, yet I know not that I ever preached 
to a more solemn audience : most of them were in tears, 
and many who had been opposed to the doctrine of holi-^ 
ness, were convinced of its truth. My own soul was wrap- 
ped in love. O that I could always be in such a frame as 
this ! Blessed be God, I hope many of the friends are on 
stretch for more of the mind of Jesus. O for that love that 
easts out fear P' 

It would seem that the subject of these memoirs, ixot- 
withstanding his entire devotedness to the service of his 
Grod, was oflen reduced to great trials of mind, and some- 
times to a depression of spirits. On some of these occa-* 
sioBs it appears that the Lord instructed and encouraged 
him%i dreams and visions of the night ; and though im- 
plicit confidence may not be placed in dreams, because 
'* vre have a more sure word of prophecy," yet who that 
reads his Bible but what knows that " in a dream, in a 
vision of the nighty when deep sleep falleth upon man, in 
slumbering upon the bed, then he openeth the ears of men, 
and sealeth their instruction.*' We have in some of the 
preceding chapters noticed the thoughts which often occu- 
pied this holy man upon his bed. The following is no less 
remarkable than any ^f the preceding. 
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<< Monday 6th, I think I shall never be satisfied until I 
have a dee^r work of grace in my soul. 

* I drink, and yet am ever dry;* 

In my way to Devil's Island I called in at a friend's house, 
where I laid down on a bed in a private room, and fell 
into a sound sleep. I began to dream, and thought some 
wicked people came to the place where I was, and spok^ 
evil of the ways of God : the man of the hodse asked me 
to go to prayer ; but it seemed as if I could neither sing 
nor pray with them : afler a while they began to sing — 
Satan was striving against me, and I was struggling with 
all my might. - I wanted to call for help, but could not. 
It appeared to me that in a great measure I got the victory : 
-an a short time I seemed to be dying. I began to search 
for my witness of God's favour, and I sensibly felt that I 
might have been more faithful. I wished to live longer 
that I might be instrumental in bringing souls to Jesue. 
Instead, however, of dying, I imagined that I fell into a 
trance, and was taken into the other world, where I had 
a /View of hell. At first I had an imperfect view of it, and 
it was thought expedient for me to enter its mouth. O 
what an awful scene was presented 16 my mind. What 
feelings I had for precious souls ! all my pain was for them, 
as I thought the fire bad no power to hurt me; but I 
trembled to think of their agonies : on looking forward I 
could see no end to that sea of fire, whose high surges, one 
afler another, with the interval of a few minutes, cootin- 
ually rolled along. I looked at them as they came, and 
saw the damned beat about by them in all the tortures of 
agony — toiling and striving to stem the waves, which, like 
molten metal, drove them back, while the place resounded 
with their bitter groans* O, it was indescribably awful ! 
sometimes the sea would sink into a black calm, and a 
dismal noisome smoke would ascend. I stood and trem* 
bled while I saw the damned rising out of the embers, and 
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then other waves of the liquid fire would arise and beat 
then hiek. As I stood looking, it was said, 'Will you 
aftw this be fttthli^l in warning sinners 1' I thought I 
would be more fiuthfiil than ever, «id that my whole life 
should be i^pent in warning them. I then requested to be 
carricMi to heaven; but the answer was^ 'You have seen 
61101^^; return and be faithful.' On awaking I sat up 
Id the bed in w<Hider ; then kneeling down, I found that 
the Lord Jesus was precious to my soul. At four o'clock 
I preached OB the islaifd. Thanks be to my Saviour for 
these precious ha[^y soul8< Jesus was near to me! O 
Lord, make me more ^uthful than^ver." 

Whatever may be thought of the above dream^ it is cer- 
tain that there is a place of endless torment for^the wicked 
in a fature state, " where the worm dieth not, and the fire 
is not quetiched.^' And as ** eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard," the things that God hath prepared for those that 
love him, so, hath it not entered into the heart of man to 
conceive the things, the terribleness of that " blackness of 
darkness" which those must inherit who die unreconciled 
to God. Mr. Garrettson observes, 

''Thursday 15th, in my sermon at 1 endeavoured 

to discover the propriety of infant baptism. 1. If any of 
yon can prove that infant initiation was ever thrown out of 
the church, then it will be time for me to prove that it 
was again received. St. Paul tells us that the *< unbdieving 
hasband is sanctified by the wifo, and the unbelieving 
wife by the husband; else were your children unclean, 
but now are they holy,' 1 Cor. vii, 14. It is obvious the 
apostle was speaking to those Gentile converts who were 
ibr leaving their heathen wives and husbands. He here 
recommends them to live together : tells them their chil^ 
dren are holy. They possessed, a covenant holiness: 
though but one bdieved, their children had a right to bq>- 
tism. 2. The reason why we have so large an account of 
adults being* baptized, was because the gospel dispensation 
13 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



138 . Uf»<»rTfii 

bMl Jusl conmettood ; wd »U hdmtn mro to Im mide 
p«rlak^r9 of the^oiPdinfiioe^ «• viellM thek chiMsm ; fx, 
' thtpmmm b lo jfw^nd.l^ jrour cUMvett,' Ac«a », 3«. 
Vtiole boiiaahoMt ww^ Nitiaafd. . I j^ved lAAtfH jUQlifi* 
oalioo by aoirifKW0^ Rom*^» IS^ 19^d&04 

''On the Biromaf of the^&tb, I pf«»oted Pr^dmoe 
li»6mm\fywml sennoo. to «fapul fisfi hii«dfed pecfdck 
It was thf«e ye«C9 last wko^r tb«gt I fcft aa«ie in^qt this 
pUee^ wh€o she, tboagbjooraW «»«# witb others going on 
in the way to iiw» Whm «he hewd of «slv«uon bj! fiulh 
she wascoDvinoed of her uadooe ^oodHioo. SbeMlc^rod 
the preaching night and daj^ Oo.wbere I would, if wtlb*Q 
eight or ten miles^ she was there^ and she ge»eraUjf walked 
to the meetings. For som^ «iontbs she groaned widear & 
ajHTit of bondage ; but God in his own good time delivered 
her 8o«l from the gnilt a»d power of sin. She receivied 
the Spirit of adqptioo, whereby she was ewiUed to arj» 
Abba, Father. I frefnent^ met hei^ in elass^ wberf she 
always seen^ to be desirous of loWng> Ood supremely. 
I believe frpm the time she became r^^ioos, she m^vm 
did any thing to grieve her brethr^iy cht wound thecftose 
of God. She afterwards married a pious yomg man, and 
a&er the birth of her first thM, she was impressed with 
an ides, that; God would take her out of the workL Ste 
ex[Nre8sed a fear that she was not cleansed from aU sia, 
and desired her hnsband to pray fov her. Shortly aflnr, 
as 9he was lifting her heart to God, he in great meiey 
poured bis love into her soul ki a mannor which caused 
her to cry out, ' Come, l^ord Jesus, come quickly, and take 
my raptured mmiI away.' To her weeping friends ake 
repeated the goodness of God'-^whose graoe, she said, had 
sanctified her wholly, and made her meet for gknry. She 
bid them dry their tears, (ot she was going to heaven. She 
embraced her parents and thanked them far their kindaesa, 
and exhorted her class mates to fakfalidness. Many a 
time, said she to them, have we walkcwl tc^ether to our 

Digitized by VjOO^IC 



BSV. P. GARmStVSON. 139 

She vmmd lier huibtnil agniost liMpiog ^ves; Bur 
floal seMifdd td be «d «Bra|MQf«d with the love of Ood, lh«t 
e^e weoid fi^qoently ory out, * O de*ih, whete is thy stiog ! 

i^-ave, where i^^y tktory !* Thus she eoniiiMied settle 
deye exhbrthlg mil aroatid'her, and so fen asleep in the 
wtmt of Jeses. O thai Chiteiaas «ro«dd bestir themselree 
to greater faithftHness." 

After passing through ^mrknis piaees, and preaohiug to 
crowded audieaees, he observes under date of Nov. 12, 
1782, *'I rode dbwn in the Neek, and preaehed neur 
Beklirare bay. Fbar years ago I preaehed in this house, 
when the whole Neck seemed to be in Egyptian darkoess. 

1 never visited them again untH now : and though I then 
laboured (as I thought) to little purpose, I now find amon^^ 
ifiem two scores professing the knowledge of Jesus, many 
of whom date their conversion from that day : this encou- 
rages me to draw the bow at a venture, and leave the 
event to Ond. Linrd; iflcresso iny faith, und gtre me greater 
deadness to the world." 

' How consoling and encouraging is it to a faithful minis- 
ter, to witness the salutary effects of his ministry in the 
holy lives and triumphant deaths of his spiritual chBdren ! 
These are the living and dying witnesses of the power and 
truth of that gospel he preaches', and will be his ** crown 
of rejmcing in that day.'^ This solace was imparted, hk 
a high degree, in numerous instances, to Mr. Garrettson. 
The following instance he relates, under date of Dec. 29 : 
** I met G. M. and we rejoiced together in considering 
the good which Gkkl has done in this part of hir vineyard. 
On the 9dth, preached a funeral sermon over our dear 
dqMtfted brother Smith, who lived fbr many^^jrears a life 
of piety. He was a man of affliction, but he bore it with 
OhristiMi patience and fortitude. He, in a measnre, lost 
his speech fer sonie months before hia deaths I Tisited 
htm several times in hki sickness, and Plough he cotild not 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



140 UFM Of THE 

.9peftk 80 thai I cotdd iiii4«r«ttiid hiia^ my soul was refresh- 
edj and by the aigns he made, and the tears .which so 
plentifiilly flowed from his eyes, I had not Ji doubt or fear 
but his soul was transported with jpy. >. Happy he lived, 
happy he died, leaving a family hi^y in God ; and gl<Nry 
to God ! I have no doubt but his soul is haf^y at God's 
right hand. O that all my dear friends and children may 
make as happy an end ! I rode to Mr. Barcel's chapel, and 
spent two or three hours in watching for the comii^ of 
Christ; and blessed be God, we found him in our hearts. 

'^ Sunday 29th, preached again in Barc^'schapd. This 
week I spent in preaching and visiting the friends : my 
soul is sweetly jdrawn out to serve God ; and if I had a 
thousand tongues, I would employ them all in praising my 
dear Master." 

/ None but those who have had an experience of it can 
fully realize the happiness resulting from the vi»ts of mi- 
nisters after a long absence, amoi^ those who had been 
converted under their ministry^ and still finding them 
'^ steadfast in the faith." " I have no greater joy than to 
find my children walking in the truth/' said St. John. 
The following circiimstances relatedt.by Mr. Garrettson 
will illustrate the truth of this remark :-^ 

'* January 5, 1783, 1 am once more among my Dover 
friends. Surely God is among these people* The last sab- 
bath I preached here, the Lord in mercy laid his hand upon 
one of the greatest persecutors in the town ; finding no 
rest, he cried mightily to God, and he converted both him- 
self, his wife, add his brother's wife : they are now hiq^py 
in religion, going on hand in hand with the brethren ; 
and he is resdutely determined <m building a brick chapel. 
Shall we not give the glory to God, who can change the 
hearts of lion-like men and women in so Bhcut a time ? I 
have great fireedom both in preaching, exhorting, prayer, 
and visiting the firiends. God has done and, is doing great 
things for the peq^le in this town. I visited sister Basset) 
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who bas been & kmg thne tmder ^ aflieting hand 6f 
^KtineProTidenee. I think her one of the happieert wometi 
I bare met whh. 1 believe her to be a living witness of 
smetifieation ; her fionl neems to be continually wrapped 
in a 'flame offove. Several of this ikmily are happy in 
the love of CKmI; fyur of whoni enjoy that degree of tt 
whiefa easts out fear. Surely Ood has a church in this 
boose. 

*< On the dOth I sat out to visit the societies in Kent 
«Bd Newcastle : ! generally preach once and twice ^very 
day, besMes meeting the classes ; and I bless God for the 
sweet consolation I have. Many are happily going on to 
perfection. I think if I know myself, I have set out in 
this new year, (lW8j) to Hve a life of devotion to God.*' 

The following item in his journal may be considered as 
descriptive of a heart deeply penetrated with the worth of 
immortal souls, as well as of the exercises peculiar in some 
sense to a true minister of Jesus Christ. Such often cry 
out, ''The burden of the Lordi the burden of the Lord 
are these.'* Those who " prophesy for hire, and preach 
for gain,*' may think lightly of such exercises ; but the 
true ''minister of the sanctuary" often "weeps between 
the porch and the altar, saying. Spare thy people, good 
Lord, and give not thine heritage to the heathen/* 

"Thursday 6th, I began this morning to reald Nicode- 
nnts on the fear of man, and in the afternoon preached to 
a crowded audience, many more than could get in th6 
house. I thought during the sermon, surely these people 
must be convinced ; they were in a flood of tears : how is 
it t I fear they weep, and repent. b.i^ sin again. When 
I waa in this neighbourhood several years ago, they were 
in the iwime condition ; nearly thirty in society, and but 
two believers ! O God, thou must do the work : stretch 
forth thy powerfol hand. My soul is distressed for the 
peo^e; many who, I fear, live in sin, appeared to be as 
sbd to see me as if I had been their father. I always 
* 13» 
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endeavour' to j^each as pbin tniths to tbem as I possiUy 
can. This has been a day of temptation: Satan would 
persuade me that my life was a life of misery ; but I am 
sure one soul is of more value than ten thousand worlds! 
Lord give me a more earnest desire for all the mind that 
was in Jesus. O that I may give an account before my 
Master. for the improvement of this comfortable room: 
though an unprofitable servant, God gives me great &vour 
in the sight of the peofde." 

It seems that Mr. Garrettson was now travelling over 
ground which he had been the means of ploughing and 
sowing some years since. He found that in most {daces 
the good seed of the kingdom had t^ken deep root, and 
was now springing up and bearing fruit ; while in other 
' places there was reason to l>2lieve the seed had fallen " by 
the way side, or upon stony ground." In this visit among 
his old friends and spiritual children in Kent and Dorset 
counties, his spirit was much refreshed and strengthened, 
while he preached in crowded houses, and sometimes in 
the fields, to from one thousand to one thousand five hun^ 
dred people. On the 27th of May, 1783, he attended the 
conference in Baltimore, at which there were, he sajrs, 
about sixty preachers, all of whom appeared to be in the 
spirit of the go^l. 

From this conference he went to Talbot circuit. While 
he rejoiced over some who had remained steadfast, and 
amidst the persecution they endured, loved and supported 
each other, he had to mourn over others who had departed 
from the faith, particularly some who had been guilty of 
a practice plainly repugnant to the economy of the gospel. 
Mr. Garrettspn giveis the following interesting account of 
a blind man : " The man of the house is entirely blind, 
but glory to God ! I believe he has spiritual eye sight, and 
can view the Redeemer by faith. I was very much sur- 
prised the next day to find him, as he rode with me to 
preaching, directing ihe boy who was to have been our 
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{(iiide^butjwhoseboraelook the wrongroad, he having fallen 
asleep; the blind man soon detected his mistake, roused 
btm ffom his sleepy and. set him right. In passing the 
fields of corn or wheat, he would make very judicious 
remarks on the state of the er<^ When he came near 
t house, he would point to it^ and tell me the owner's 
Dame; and when we came neariy opposite the paths, &c, 
which intersected the toad, he would direct the boy which 
way to turn ; or when he came to a gate, would say^ ' Boy, 
open, that gate.' He could walk about his plantation ; go 
to what room of his. iMMise he pleased, or to any desk or 
chest he pleased. • He said he could count money by the 
feeling. ' He is of a family who generally lose their eye 
^ht whtti. they arrive at the age of twenty or twenty-two. 
I think he is a prepious happy soul, and can praise and bless 
God for spiritual eye sight. His wife is as blind spiritually 
as he is literally." 

The following narrative is no less edifying and inte- 
resting : ** I preached in Hopkins's Neck to many precious 
sovils and -was much quickened among them. After 
preaching, I visited a beautiful damsel, about the age of 
iburteen, the only child of her tender father. She ap- 
peared to be in a deep decay, and there was little expec- 
tation of her staying in this world much longer. Her 
mother, a few months ago, went out of the world triumph- 
ing in the faith, and is jfovf, no doubt, praising God in 
heaven. God refreshed my soul abundantly while pray- 
ing for this damsel. After prayer, I asked her if she saw 
her way clear to the heavenly world 1 * Blessed be God !' 
said she, ' I do.' I asked her if she was willing to die. 
* I do not,' said she, ' wish to remain here any longer.^ I 
adted her if she was prepared to die : she replied, * God 
loves me, and I love him : I know,' said she, ' that fie 
loves me.' I said, do you know your sins forgiven? 'I 
have not,' said she, ' the witness ; but I believe God will 
give it me before he takes me hence.' Said I, were you 
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liiKtig U>4i6 when ymatm^reimttOim Vav ek»wii^4, 
'No.' I uked hmr iriqrt f Baotne I mi « aimer. I 
knew Ood was aagrf with me. I wu under dk&ttma of 
aooly bol the Lmllms twmed his «ager «iniyA Hewdid 
jroii feel, sud I, in time of ]irtjer 1 * Ify ecrai/ eM th%, 
' wt8 hi^niy P I had the wHaess^mt^ehe wis a fiMFcrarile 
of Heaven. Cbildy eaid I, helieve that Ck>d litres ]f»o ; 
look to him now Ibr a witneaa of his fiwo«r. * I am look- 
ing/ said she, ^ ibr a bright witnen ; and I bdKev>e €kid 
will give it to me.* I left her { nqr heart waa fiiliof loa«, 
hqping one day tomeet her in glory* Ber fedier aocon- 
panied me nearly a mile. I asked him- if i^ had ^eeii 
nnderaerkms impressions any time helbre she was taken 
sick. He said ftem the time ^tpreaehingwaa first eaia- 
bUshed in the neighboiirhdod, she had had a great ley<e 
for the way, and wanted to join the society ; hut the 
preachers thought she was rather yoaag: bat> said he» 
since her sickness iihe has gone through deep disttess." 

Among other blessed eilecto of the Methodist ministry, 
was the conTersion of many of the coloured people in that 
part of the conntiy , both among the slaves, and those duit 
were free. These people, who seem destined by an all- 
wise, but inscrotaUe Providence, to suffer mimy privations 
in this world, in consequence of the forced and cruel rami- 
ner in which they had been removed fWnn their own 
country, as well as the manner m which most of them 
were treated here^ had been hitherto destitute of spiritual 
instruction, and generally treated as if they had no eonfe 
either to save or losew To them particular attention was 
paid by the Methodist preachers. 

Such, however, was their situation, thatthey could not 
assemble at the usual hours for preaching. To meet their 
case, therefore, appointments were made especially for 
their benefit. This, in many instances, made double work 
ibr the preachers. Frequently after preaching to the 
white people, they had to meet the coloured popuhtion. 
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This Mr. Garrett8(»i Candid. On one of these occiuttoiis 
he mkf9, ** Thk' night my soul was tFansqported with joy 
when meeting the black claas^ a company of humble, happy 
souls. And a little below he says, '^ for these last five days 
I have been employed in preaching every day, and ia. 
meeting'several oolouied classes, and was much comforted 
among them*"* Such, indeed, is -the state of many of 
those ill fated people. 

What can more strongly attest the truth, and may we not 
say the divinity of the gospel/ than the ccmversion of some 
of its warmest q>po8er8 1 Hence the conversion of St. Paul 
has been* ever considered an irrefragable argument in fa* 
vour of the power and truth of the gospel of Christ. Many 
similar instances are recorded in the history of the church, 

* It mh j not be amiw to observe here, that from the beginning 
of the Methodist ministry in th» Qonntry, ptrticQlar attention htm 
been paid to these di^reMfd people. And who knows bat Uiat Ute 
entrance of the gospel among them in this way may not be a pre- 
lude to the entire conversion of tbe^ African race, nut only those 
who inhabit this eountry, bat even those who remain in their native 
land! Though soMe who are eitlMr wUfolIy blind, or inexcusably 
inattentive to the history of evepits, sedm-to think, and even to af- 
firm that these people have been entirely overlooked by the Chris- 
tian community until quite recently, it is well known to others, that 
ever since Methodism was planted in this country, they have been 
the special objects of its ministry ; and that the Methodists have 
had, since the year 1787, when the late Dr. Oske first landed in the 
Uind of Antigua, floonshmg missions in nearly all the West India 
Inlands; apd that at this time they number nearly 90,000; and 
that in these United States there are about 60,000 of the coloured 
population members of our church, besides a number, no doubt truly 
pious, who have separated from us, and set up for themselves. 

The Wesleyan Miethodists have also established several missions 
in Afiriea. Thesd,rtogetlier with the infimt colony now rinng into 
Botiee under the fostering care of the American Co^cmizatiott So- 
ciety, give a fair promise of the future reformation of the vast con- 
tinent of Africa to the principles of Christianity. May not these- 
things be reckoned among the ** signs of the times," which indicate 
the iiear approach of that day, ** when the knowledge of the Lord 
•hall coyer the earth, as the waters 4o the sea^"^£D. 
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»rf ikA a few oi Cbe journal of Mt; QmtwMma. At tbe 
time we «e now speaking of, he saja, ** I was rcjoieed lo 
converse-wtth one who, a few weeks ^iiiee, was a great 
. enemy toreligion, but has now a broken heart." 

Mr. Qarrettson contimied his labours in these parts of 
the CQinntry among his Old ^ends with varioos sneoess, 
ftnd oftentimes exposed (or much fatigue and siidKnring, 
until September 3, when he was preparing to take his de- 
parture for Charleston, S. C , but was arrested in hi^ pro- 
gress bjT the arrrrd of Dr. Coke, wbi was empowered by 
Mr* Wesley to orgaahie the Methodist societies in this 
ooantry into a separate luul independent church. On Ihis 
efent he makes the followtng reflexions: '*In the even- 
ing mws came to^ my room tha;t Dr. Cbke had arrived. I 
feh a spirit of rejoicing, and hastened down stairs to 
receive him. I was soBoewhal surprised when Bir. Wes- 
ley^l plan of ordination was opened to me, and determined 
to sit in silence. I thought it expedient to return with 
him to a quarterly meeting held in Kent county, where I 
expected to meet Mr.^ Aahnrf^m»A a miailier of tne presMsft* 
ers. About fifteen met in canferenoe, and it was thoog^t 
ei^edient to caU a general oenference at Baltimore; and 
that I should decline my expedition to Charleston. I was 
accordingly appointed to go and call a conference. I sat 
out for Virginia and Carolina, and a tedious journey I had. 
My dear Master enabled me to ride about twelve Iraiuked 
miles in about six weeks ; and preach going and oomiBg 
-constantly. The conference began on Christmas day." 

Dr. Coke in his journal alluding to the same event, says, 
" Here I met with an excellent young man,£Veeioni Oat' 
rettsw. He seems to be all meeknesaaad love, and yet 
an activity. He makes me quite ashamed, for he invaria- 
bly rises at four in the uKmiing, and not only he, but 
several others of the preachers. Him we sent ofi^ like 
an arrow, firom north tosouth, directii^ bamtoscMdaies- 
sengers to the ri|^ and left, and to gather all thefv^ac^s 
together at Baltimore on Christmas eve." 
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CHAPTER XL 

State of the soeietiet at the cqnelmioii of the war— Destitute of 
tbe ordina— ■ iMr. Weeley eoUoited to supply this dellcieney^ 
FiM% co K M int i . Qidaimi Dr. €o^, m^ko sarnbreain ABietioa, in 
compi^iy with Riehaid Whaieoat And Thomas Vasey— -Gfat istmas 
CoDfer«nee^Mr Asbury ordained a superintendent, and Mr. Oar- 
rettson and others, elders — He volunteers for Nova Scotia<-Pastoral 
letters — Embarks for Hatifkx — Stormy passage — Kindly received 
siHalStey preaches «nd lems a soeieCy— Makes^ a tour into the 
i mMtf f wM pieadMf with sneeasfr- Account of tin Allenites— 
Letter to Mr. Wesley— Mr. Wedey^ answer— Visits Liverpool- 
Society doubled by his labours — Commencement of Methodism in 
Liverpool— Visits Shelbume— Kindly treated by the rector of the 
jnrish — Soeiety increases amidst opposttion— Returns to Liverpool 
^Thsneo to Haiiiu[— Correspondence with Mr. We^y , Dr. Coke, 
and Bii4»«p Aflbary— Anoedotes and nsfleetnns— Leaves Nova 8eo- 
tia for Boston— Origin of Methodism in Boston— Mr. Oarrettson 
preaches there— Passes thence to Providence— Nen^rt— New- 
York — Philadelphia^-to Baltimore, where he attends conference. 

Yim come now to a very iaportant era in the history of 
Heftoa^ffiB, an well a» in the history of oar cemtry. After 
a kHig and severe sti^gle, the revolutioiiary war ended 
41 tbe indei^ndence o( theee United States. With the 
awiibilatio^ of the p<Atieal power of Great Britain over 
ihm oofuitrys ceased aU* its ecclesiastical jurisdiction. 
Wbye^ however^ the contest lasted between the two ooun- 
tnesy the Metbodial societies had continued to increase 
ander tbe ftitbfiil Uboiffs of tbe (weacbers, Mr. Ganettr^^. 
soft and others ; but these preachers not being ordained, 
tbe societies bad remamed destitute of the ordinances^ 
only fio &r ae tbey received them from tbe hands of other 
miDtsters. 

This deficiency in tbe ministrations of tbe Metbodist 
ministry^ as has already been obserred, bad occasioned 
macb uneasiness in tbe sooieyes. From time to time, • 
Mr. Wesley bad been solicited to grant them relief; buty 
being unwiUbg to distorb the order of the eharcb to which^;^ 
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Im belonged, until the independence of tbia country had 
been achieTed, and acknowledged by the English govern- 
ment, Mr. Wesley remained deaf to their solicitaUoncb. 
This event, however, so auspicious in its consequences to 
this country, to ^e diurch, and perhaps I might add to 
the world at large, tended to remove all scruples from bis 
mind respecting the expediency of the measure. He saw 
a large fi^ld opened for the future usefulness of a well 
organized ministry ; a ministry eonstitiited aecordkig to 
the Scripture model. To this work, with a^iew to sup- 
ply the spiritual wants of so many thousands who were 
looking to him for direction in this important affair, Mr. 
Wesley believed himself providentially called. He, there- 
fore, with aU the despatch the nature of the business 
would allow, concerted measures for the <»gani2»tiion of 
the Methodist societies in America into a church, aco^d- 
ing to what he considered to be the primitive model. 

With a view to accomplish this object, Mr. Wesley first 
directed his attrition to the most suitable men and means. 
Thomas Coke, LL. D., and a presbyter in the Church of 
England, had been led by a train of providential circum- 
stances to connect himself with the body of Methodist 
preachers in England, and had, for a number of years, 
been one of Mr. Wesley's most active and efficient assist- 
ants. Mr. Wesley had received unequivocal proofs of his 
entire devotedness to the cause of his divine Master, of 
his hearty concurrence in the general plans of usefolnese 
to the souls of men ; and of his firm attachment to the 
doctrines and. diseipltne of the Methodist societies. To 
him, therefore, Mr. Wesley directed his attention as the 
most suitable person to organize the societies in this coun- 
try into a church, and to be the instrument of fiindstiing 
it with the ordinances of the gospel. Accordingly, being 
assisted by other presbyters of the Church of England^ on 
the 2d day of September, 1^84, Mr. Wesley set apart Br. 
Coke as a superintendent of the Methodist societies in 
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America, and gave him letters of ordination. At the same 
time Mr. Wesley, with the assistance of Dr. Coke and Mr. 
Oeighton, another presbyter of the Chnrch of Engkmd, 
ordained Messrs. Richard Whatcoat and Thomas Vasey/ 
who had vdnnteered their services for .America, as pres- 
byters, and recommended them to the brethren in this 
ccmntiry. They accordingly accompanied Dr. Coke, who 
left England in the month of September, 1784, iftid arrived 
in thk cbontry, at New-York, on the third of November 
ft^wiag. ' 

It is not my intention to jnter into a detailed account 
of the transaction!^ of this period. Those who wish for 
snch an account, and for the arguments in vindication of 
the conduct of Mr. Wesley, Dr. Coke, and Mr. Asbury, 
in these important matters, may cdhsuk Moore's Life of the 
Messrs. Wesley, Drew's Life of Dr. Coke, Lee's History 
of the Methodists, Vindication of Methodist Episcopacy, 
»tid the Defence of our Fathers. 

We have already seen the manner in which Mr. Gar- 
rettaon was employed in calling the preachers together, 
and the opinion expressed by Dr. Coke of bis diligence 
and activity, his meekness and love. The preachers, 
about sixty in number, assembled in Baltimore, Decern- 
ber 25th, 1784, and held what has been designated the 
** Christmas conference." The plan recommended by Mr. 
Wesley was unanimously approved of by the preachers 
present ; and on the 27th of the same month, Mr. Francis 
Asbury, according to the appointment of Mr. Wesley and 
the unanimous vote of the conference, was' consecrated 'by 
Dr. Coke, assisted by Mr. Otterbine, a German minister, 
of undoubted piety, and for whom Mr. Asbury entertained 
an affectionate and high regard, and other j^^ters, to the 
office of a superintendent of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. According to Mr. Lee's History of tbe Method- 
ists, there were thirfeen elected to the office of elders, 
eleven of whom only were ordained at the conference. 
14 
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Among those ocmieGti^ed to this office was Ihe subject of 
this memoir. 

At the coimUmioii of the revoliitk>Diry war, a namber 
of perso&s who still retained their attachment to the Bri- 
tish government, removed to the province of No?a Scotia. 
Ampng ^ee emigrants there were some who had been 
members of the Methodiet socktj in this coolly ; others 
had emjigitted from Europe. These were as she^ with- 
out a shepherd. Thej therefore e^^Nressed a strong desire 
to have Methodist missionaries sent among ^em. As 
tiieir circnmstanoes and wi|hes became known to Dr. 
Ooke, he deeply interested himself in their behalf, and 
contemplated making them a visit, but was providentially 
disappointed by a viic^nt siorm, which finally compelled 
the captain^ with whcun the DocUnr sailed, to seek a shelter 
in one of the West Itidia islands. At this eonf(»rence, 
therefiire, through his solicitations, Mr. GarrettiKHi volan- 
teered his services for Nova Scotia. While preparing for 
this enterprise, be wrote the following letters, one of which 
appears to be addressed to members of some former charge, 
and the other to a respected friend : 

*\My dearly beloved friends mid brethren, 

** Peace and consolation attend you for ever, through 
Jeaos Cjirist, Amen ! I had great expectaticm of paying 
you a visit before I took my departure to some other qaar- 
ter of fl^y Master^ vineyard ; but had not had an opportu- 
nity, being confined to other places. I send this epistle, 
hoping it will, in some sense, supply my lack of service. 
Through the mercy of our Gpd I enjoy health of body ; 
and blessed be his dear name, I think my love and zeal 
for his glory are as gi;ieat as ever ; desiring to spend, and be 
spent in the best of causes, not counting my life dear, so 
I can win souls, and at last stand blameless before the i 
throne of my God, not having on my own righteousness, ^ 
but a righteousness through the faith of the Son of God. 
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" My dearly beki^ed friends, you very well know what 
you were before the great Shepherd and Bishop of your 
sods gave me entrance anong you : this I ean say, ny 
triids were great and manifold ; yet o«r great Master stood 
by me. Yon know very well I was among you witii tears 
and fiisting; labomring both night and day, and gbry be 
to God, I hope not altogether in vain. ' ¥e were once 
darkness, bnt now are ye light in the Lord ; walh|M|^hil- 
dren of the light.* When I shall be among you again, I 
know not, being straitened between two, whether to go 
oat into the wilderness, or t^Aarry with the children of the 
kingcbm. It is the most pleasing to natnre to tarry, but 
having a great sense of the deplorable condition thousands; 
of souls are in^ I .feel a willingness to tread unbeaten paths 
in the wii^emess, and call home hundreds and thousands 
of the )0St* sheep of the house of Israel, who now (as^^. . 
[ once did) feit in darkness, that ^e^jm^irt'lUmg 
^^^^«S:S^^fMS, wE^ the knowledge of God sbaU 
eorer Ihe earih. Wbo among yon will yun^ fedthJuUy 
jom^ to pull dewlL the kingdom of the devil ? 3hall I be so 
happy as to B»et yon tM in glory 1 
I " I sliall speak lAj mind «reely, tbo^ at a disiattce: 
' when X was with yon last, I wn afraid thp^t some of -yon 
waae- 'Hoaxing cold, wad that odiers were too^uch glned 
to the worid. -O ! my fnends, b^t^ yon hai^ti^ven heard 
the i^ad aonnd of the goifid— better yoa^had never been 
bom, tbaa in the midst of such pririlegto to be lost ! O 
what^a cutting sight, should I see any ^ you at the left 
hand, with whom I have ukmi sweet coanseL May Jeho- 
vah ^ his mercy's sake foibid iti I now come to speak 
of great matters :*-' As yo9 bjive iBMved Christ Jesna tibe 
L^, so walk yon in him.* 4|^^^ Christ received t 
not la neglect of pnqr«r, not in «Mb|5 Bot in assocwtiog 
with the wicked, not in worldly minili||ieis, nor inasjg^et 
of any of the means of grace; but inHin.^irQest, fervent, 
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bumble^ boly looking to God by faith. This is the way 
you are to walk in him ; to be as much engaged for per- 
fect love, as ever you were for justifying iaith. What is 
the reason we are not more holy ? Why do we^ not walk 
more closely with God, and live more in heaven? Wbj 
are we not more dead to the world ? Because we are en- 
thusiasts, looking for the end, without using the means. 
O ! that you may stir up the gift of God % earnestly 
groaning, both day and night, for full redempckm in the 
blood of Jesus: look for the blessing now; this mommi 
look up by faith. You must^eel the need of it ; then, ^nd 
not till then, will you seek it with all your powers. O that 
you may receive it now, while these lines are read to you. 
By and by, our sabbath opportunities, praying oppor- 
tunities, preaching opportunities, hearing opportunities, 
jme eting opportunities^ wiH all be passed away : 

labourerT^^iirbTc^^ *PP®"' ^ 

give an account of his "ti^wnrdnhip O^rhff'if^^ ^ 

it win be to the impenitent ; to swmufers, drunkards, Bars, 

defrauders,.the worldly minded, to all those that have been 

covered with a web of their ovm weaving^ and particularly 

to hypocrites and backsliders. The backslider may then 

say, 'Oiice I went in and out with the people of God, 

tasted his goodness, and felt his power ; but wretchediiiie, 

I departed fi«m his holy commands, pierced the Saviour 

afresh, jwa, I wounded his cause, by stabbing him in the 

house of his friends ; and now an eternal st<urm must ibr 

ever beat upon my guilty soul.' O my God ! who can bear 

the thought. While I am writing, the worth of your souls 

lies near my heart, and blessed be God, I feel a seaseof 

his dying, forgiving ^e to my own soul. 

" I shall now close with an address to you in the sefe- 

ral stations you occu]^ in the church of God. Some oi 

you God has set apaift to speak in his mune : O that you 

may do it faithfully* To the leaders I would say, Keep the 

/ 
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life and power of God in your souls, that your prayers and 
adnoniticms may have the happy effect of kindling all 
around yon the flames of hdy, pure love : then will yon 
^g ^ ycMMT class day to come. The private members I 
would enjoin to love each other, and to hear each other's 
burdens: be watchfiil^ 6ober; train i]{S yomr children in 
the fear of Qod, and be as burning lights to all around you : 
then will you finrce the heathen wcnrld to say, * See how 
. these Christians love one another.' You that are yotmg 
men and women^ be sober minded, and be not aDeq[uatiy 
yoked together with unbe^evers, considering that light 
has no communion with darkness, or Christ wkh Belial. 
I earnestly exhort you all to receive with kuMlnesS) and 
esteem higMy, those who labour among yoo in word and 
doctrine ; they watch for your souls, as timy that must 
give an account, that they may do it with joy. Gbd has 
already in his wisdom seen fit to remove som^ from among 
you into dernity, I hope, to surround his glorious throne. 

''I BOW commend you to the fatherly goodness of Jeho- 
vah, prajing and beseeching him to keep you all by the 
power 'fl^his Spirit, that if I never enjoy yoar company 
here, I may^eternally enjoy it in heaven. 

" 1 desise the prayers of all my dear friends and chil- 
dren, that I may stand fast in the faith, and finish ray^' 
coarse with comfort : may we all meet to be crowned with 
an eternal crown. Friends meet and part here, but there 
we shall meet nmer to part mare. Our sorrows wiH be 
wiped away ; the wicked will cease from troublitag, and 
our weary souls will for ever be at rest ; to which Mjiff 
j^ace may God in his hifinite mercy grant to bring us all, 
for the sake of his dear Son. Amen. 

**' 1 remain your sincere, though unworthy servant, to 
the bonds of the peacefiil gospel of Christ, 

** F. CkaitVTTsoN. 

"An epistle to all the bretiiren on the sea side. Care of 
brother John Coe— to be read." 
. 14* 
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'' De&r BrSiher, 

''God in hb wisdom has altered my slaticm from-<the 
south to the north, and I am now on my way as for as 
Mount Holly. There seems to be a loud call for the gos- 
pel in Halifax, fihelbum, and many other places in Nova 
Scotia. I am willing, and want to go in the power of the 
blessed Spirit. I hope I shall haye an interest in the 
prayers of all my dear friends. I shall never forget you 
for the acts of kindness you have showed. Lewd ^rant 
you may ever continue an humble, zealous follower of the 
Lamb, that I may one day m^t you in glory everlasting. 

'' Blessed be God, my mind is sweetly drawn out in the 
work of the ministry, and I hope I shall ever be little and 
mean in nay own eyes, and that I may ever be rising higher 
and higher in the divuie image. Brother Kent informs me 
that the work seems still to prosper, which rejoices my 
heart. O that Jesus may still go on in the power of his 
Spirit. Give my ^ind love to sister Hq>per, and toall inquir- 
ing friends. I hppe you will write to me often : direct to 
Halifax. I am more and more convinced that our new 
plan is of Cfod. I hope and trust the Lord is about to raise 
up a glorious church. 

'' I commend you to Jesus, trusting you will be faithful 
unto death. In great love believe me 

"Your friend, 

" F. Garrettson." 
' About the middle of February, in company with Mr. 
James O. Cr(m)well, Mr. Garrettson embarked for Halifax 
in Nova Scotia. They had a very tedious voyage, suffer- 
ing much from cdd and wet, having in a small vessel, 
deeply loaded, encountered a severe, storm. ** I never,'' 
says he, " saw so dismal a time bef<MPe ; but through^p^ 
amazing goodness of God, we were brought safely ^ 
Halifax, and were very kindly received by a Mr. March- 
ington, a true friend to th^ gospel.'- Through the ex- 
ertions of this pious gentleman, a convenient place was 
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iittod up for preaching, and' in a short time Mr. Garr^tson 
united a few serious perscms together in a class. 

Shortly after his arrival, he wrote the following letter to 
Dr. Coke :— 

''Halifax, 1785. 

" Rev. and dear sir, — After a stormy and dangerous 
passage of thirteen days, we arrived safely, at Halifax, 
where we met with a kind reception from Mr. Marchington, 
and a few other poor sheep in the wilderness. As yet F 
do not know as much of the country^ or the state of affairs, 
09 1 sh<Hrtly shall, God being my helper. 

** A few days ago brother Cromwell set sail for Shelburn. 
Brother Marchington has hired a house at ten dollars a 
month, that will contain diiout three hundred souls. I 
have preached five sermons. The number has increased 
so that we now have our- little apartment filled. I cannot 
speak of any visible good, more than that they seem to 
hear with attention and solemnity, and I have joined a 
society of seven or eight members. Shortly af^r I came 
to town, I waited on the old rector. ^ Sir,' said he, * you 
are on a blessed errand ; I will do what I can in assisting 
you. I desire to see the gospel spread.' 

" The next day I waited on his excellency, the governor, 
accompanied by Mr. Marchington. I found him very 
accessible. After telling him my business, from whence 
I was, and by whom I was sent : ' Mr. Wesley,' said he, ^ is 
a good man — a very good man. How long do you pur- 
pose to stay V I told him twelve months; or two years. * I 
am glad you called upon me : you have my approbation, 
and whenever you call for my assistance, if I can help 
you I will.' I could but humbly thank him. 

'* Crod willing, on Monday next I pui^se to take a tour 
through the country, to collect, if possiUe, the sheep so 
widely scattered. I believe there are many precious souls 
who desire to hev us. I am well assured we shall hiave 
hard work this year ; but who would not labour, and suffer 
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in so good a cause. I bless Crod lor health, and as ^eat 
a desire as ever to do his blessed will, aad spend and be 
sp^it in the best of eauses. We shall, as tho people are 
poor, do little in the sale of books. Indeed I expect ive 
shall be under a necessity of giving some of the small tracts 
away. The travelling here is extremely expensive* The 
packet has no less than four or five dollars fer carrying, a 
person from Halifax/to Shelburn, and as much to Anna- 
polis or St. John's Town : besides kmg journeys by land 
to the diffisrent towns and settlements. I am fully p^- 
suaded that our voyage to this part of the world is of God ; 
the very time when preachers of our order ought to have 
come. But if possible we must be assisted, for our preach- 
ers are left without horses, and but four pounds a piece. ^ 
Next year I trust the people will be able to support the 
gospel. When I am more acquainted with the country^ 
I s^l send on another letter to oonfarence. ^ By the grace 
of God I shall do all that lies in my power to promote the 
Redeemer's kingdom. 

** Dear sir, I remain your affectionate friend ftnd>rother, * 

" F. Garrbttson. 

" To the Rev. Dr. Coke." 

In another letter he says, ''The secretary s^it for 
me, to know whether it would not be> expedient (at me 
to take the oath of allegiance to his mfLJesty ; but on my 
objecting to it^ and stating my reasons fw soloing, he tdd 
me there was not the least necessity : he also told me if 
there should happen any disorders in our meeting, to 
apply to a magistrate, and I should find favour. So far b 
well, is it not 1 My congregation has been increasing ever 
since I came ; so that on the sabbath evenings many xetttrn 
home for want of room in the house. The last week mghi 
I preached, the house was nearly full. For two nights we 
had a'little disturbance. On one night the stones fi^w, 
and one stone of nearly a pound weight was levelled at me. 
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but missed itsraim, and struck oat two ptmes of glass near 
iQjr head. This is but trifling, if I can win souls to Jesus." 

Afler continuing a short time in Halifax^ during wl^ch 
he preached almost every night in the week, and three 
times on the Lord's day, in the latter part of March he set 
out on a tour through the country. " I have," says he, 
" travelled, though the snow was deep, about three hun- 
dred miles in two weeks, and preached twenty sermons 
to many attentive hear^fs." AmcHig others, h^ founi 
some dd members of society, who had emigrated from 
Europe, and who rejoiced much to hear from his lips the 
same truths they formerly had heard in their own country. 
Indeed, some time prior to this, Mr. William Black, a 
native of Yorkshire, who had been converted to God, had 
gone to that province, and had been instrumental in dif- 
fusing gospel light and truth among the people in New 
Brunswick, and some other pkces. On the arrival of^Ir^ 
Cfarrettson, Mr. Black and those whowen 
him were much «»«>cou»^-— *— 

Cn thi^^^"^^^ ^^' Ganrettson preached the word with 
a success similar to what had attended his evangelical la- 
bours in the United States. AnKing others who had begun 
to '^ taste of the good word of God," he found a society of 
coloured peq[>le, with whom he was much comforted, whom 
he endea#onred to bring into gospel order, by forming sixty 
of them into a class, administering baptism to nineteen, 
and the Lord's supper to about forty, most of whom he 
trusted loved God and one another. 

It is not one of the least perplexing difficulties connected 
with ministerial duty, to be under the nece^ity of either 
disentangling the sophistries of error, or of suffering vain 
and deluded mortals to remain under the influence of their 
fatal delusion. It is more especially so, when this e/ror 
is nourished and strengthened by pride and self ccmceit, — 
vioe^ not imcommonly united, — and adhered to with all the 
tenacity which ignorance and bigotry inspire. To remaiu 
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silent under such circumstances, betrays a want of zeai 
in the cause of truth, and an indifference to the sdvation 
of souls. To undertake to unravel the knotty threadii of 
^tor is often a task no less difficult and irksome to our* 
selves, tlnm it is offensive to those whom we labour ^' to* 
convert from the error of their ways.** / 

These remarics were suggested by the fdlowing account 
which Mr. Garreltson has recorded respecting a pei^le he 
^ibuiid in Nova Scotia, who seem to have adopted aii the 
offii»nsive peculiarities of Calvinism, called AUenites, one 
Mr. Allen being tiieir principal leader. Though he might 
have been a good man, it is certain that some parts of hk 
doctrine most have had a very pernicious influence. 
*' Some of tiiem," says Mr. Qari^tson, " seem to have the 
lear of God ; but in general thisy are as deluded a peofde 
as I ever saw. Almost all of them preach in^pubhc I 
was conversing with one who seems to be a principal 
pBii,o-. ^^bonff them* She said she believed dea^ would 
slay more s^ns tor u^ ..^^^^^^^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ 
* As for sm,' said she, • it canndtHurrni^ . /-^.^cs^^j^^ 
tery, murder, swearing, drunkenness, nor any other mn, 
can break the union between me andCbrist.' They hare 
passed judgment upon us, that vre are neither CfarisllllDS^ 
nor called to preach. ' 

'' Thurs<kiy I preached at Mr. Weodi;roffth'i^ to a cro«rde4 
audience. A little before preaching time, two old Catvin^ 
ists came into my room to have a> conversation wMi 4ttO 
before preaching. ' I understand,' said one of them, * that 
you hold with filing from grace : I heard it, but did not 
know how to believe it, and should be glad to know whether 
you do deny the perseverance of ^e saints 1^ I answered, 
I do not, for my desire is that they should persevere : I do 
not hdd with man's persevering in wickedness, neither do 
I believe that a man can have grace while he lives in sin. 
Let us take the Bible, and see what is said these: I reacl 
part of the 15th of John, and parts of several chapters in 
""Hebrews, Romans, and Peter. Now, said I, this is the 
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]angiilge of many oilier ptt0f3agea. We have no promise 
bt tkj but such. as do persevere to the ead, and we have 
tiad; many unhi4[^y instances of men runoing well for a 
timey and then tumii^ back: read the 16th chapter of 
EseiieL Now what harm can there be in enforcing our 
hardly t^ inrophets', and the apostles' exh<»rtation? 'Very 
gdod/ said^ he. Why should we do it if there was no dan- 
ger? and what hurm can there be ii! the doctrine; sup- ] 
pose ysu are a Christian, and your neighbour is one also : ^ 
yoa Mieve in the unconditional perseverance of sounts ; 
he in the conditional : who, sir, is the safest ? If you are 
right, snrdy he cannot fail. ' I never/ said he, ' saw so 
mdch in h before.' They stayed to hear the sermon, and 
afterwards one said, ' I never heard these men before, but 
they are bettor than I thought.' 

^' Friday morning I set out for Qranville. I had not got 
&r, before a man came running out. ' Sir,' said he, ' I 
like part of^our doctrine well, but part I do not like.' 
What part don't you like t ' You say, sir, that a saint may 
fall.' Will you answer me one question ? said I. Do you 
kaow that you were ever converted I * I do,' said he. 
Pray teU me how matters are at present between God and 
your soul ? ' Why/ said be, ' it is a winter state.' But, 
said I, are you not now living in open sin against God ? 
He paused awhile. I ask, said I, in the fear of God, and 
desire an answer in truth. ' I confess,' said he, * I am 
lifing in sin.' And yet you do not believe in falling from 
pace ! I believe it because you have fallen. This is what 
you call a winter state ! I call it lying in the arms of the 
wicked one, and you may talk as you will about your pa3t 
experience, but I would not give a straw for your chance 
of heaven, if yon die in this state. You- are recpiioiMng 
Christ and Belial together. 'O/ said he, 'I sMl be 
raised up at the last day.' You will, said I ; but, unle^ 
you repent, it will be to be cast into the lake of fire. Hb 
i^medlkmch affected and lefl me. 
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" January 19th, I preached opposite Gran^me to a num^ 
ber of serious hearers, and was invited inoiBe to dinner by 
an old gentleman, who, soon afier we wew^seated at t|ble^ 
siiid, ' I understand you preach perfection.' I do, said I, 
and have done so fer a number of years; and shall do so 
as long as I find the doctrine in the. Bible. ' Why, sir,' 
said he, * Paul was not perfect, he com^ains of a thorn in 
the side/ The heart is the {^ace for sin, said J, and not 
the side. He then mentioned several other passages of 
Scripture which he thought were -opposed to hdiness of 
heart, which I explained to him. Pray, said I, let' us come 
to the point at once. Do you believe that an unholy 
creature can enter into heaven ? ^ No.' Pray when is sin 
to be destroyed t ' At death.' Tou must then hold with 
death as being part of a Saviour, or with a purgatory>after 
death, or you must come to perfection on this side the 
grave. He sat amazed, and seemed to give up 4he argu- 
ment. We rose from the table : I went to prayer, then 
went on my journey and preached at six o'clock in the 
court house. When I left the old man, he desired me to 
make his house my home. I led Fletcher's Checks with 
him. Shortly after I received a few lines from him to this 
efl^ct : — * I believe you to be a servant of God. I hope 
the Lord will bless you, and those that sent you here. I 
want to see you at my house at every opportunity. I ihank 
you for the book.' " 

Mr. Garrettson, in another plafce, gives the fdlowing 
summary of their leading absurdities: — " 1. They think 
they can tell whether a person is a Christian at first sight. 

2. They say that we are leading people blindfolded to hell. 

3. They are, they say, as sure of heaven, as if they were 
already there, for sin cannot hurt them." " I never met with 
such a people in my life. There are about fifty of them 
in Liverpool." 

From the date of the following letter, found among his 
papers, it must have been written about this time. It 
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%eim 40 oantim^Ami •gaoui^ %S bia experiettGe and 
tabottfsup tofluwb time. 

" jRe^w ixKd dear iS?r,— Knowa to me, yet unknown, I 
tatve nmny tUags to write, but am .aifhiid of burdening 
7M(y or df taking np your preetoits time, wliicfa I believe 
you^e rodeeitting moment by momeitt. I bless Ood that 
I ever hesrd of yofu* ttmiae, or read yom* numeroiis works. 
€k)s6 doetrine and discipline I dewiy love. This taring . 
is fourteen years skiee I was powerMly convineed with- 
OQlike isse of faiunan means. The ^etrin^ of tbe first 
Methodist preacher I ever heard was as precious ointment 
to arf.poor wounded sou). I wag Sure he was a servant 
of the 'living God. I have been travelltng in your coa- 
itexicm ame years, during whioli tio^ (I desire to write it 
with humility) God has granted me heahh, so that I have 
seldom laiiMKi preaching the wlu^ of that time. My bt 
hfts aiostly been cast in new places,^ form circuits, which 
finuA exposed me to persecution. t)nce I was imprisoned ; 
twice beaten ; left on the high way speechless and sense-* 
less ; (I must have gone into a wodd of spirits, had not 
Ood in mercy sent a good SamariHiB that bled, and took 
Bie to a friend's house ;) once shot at ; guns and pistols 
presented at my biieast; once delivered from an armed 
mob, in the c|ead time of night, on the jiigh way, by a 
sarprising Jash of lightning ; surrounded frequently by 
mobs ; stoned frequently ; I have had to escape for my 
life at dead time of night. O ! shi^ 1 ever forget the 
Divine hand which has supported me, O that I could love 
mj Ood more, and serve him with a mc»e per%t heart. 
It was three years from my conviction^ before I was brought 
through the pangs of the new bitth. Eight months elapsed 
after I was called ttvpreach, before I was willing to leave my 
all and go out. I wanted to live in retirement, and had 
15 
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sJmoat got my own coBs^t to sell wtet I had in the worlds 
and retire to a cell. God withckew htnvelf from b^ I 
was very near desperation, for I was traFelling, as it w^e, 
alone. I betoolL myself to my room, except when I was 
wandering through the woods and fields, till I was worn 
away to a sk^eton ; Mid all this time I was kept from 
nnhosoming myself to the lovers of Jesus. Strong, im- 
pressions I had to go forth in Jehovah's name tp pr^Ii 
tl^e go^[>el. When I thought of it, I was pained to the 
very heart: it seemed like death, so great was the sense 
I had of my weakness- and ignofance. By day I was 
drawn out ui the study of the. Holy Scriptures, and in tibe 
night season, when fast asleep, preaching aloud, till I have 
been as wet with sweat, as if dij^ped in a river. O ! what 
a precious time I had- when I gave up my own, to the^will 
of God. I saw there was no other way for me to be saved. 
I was determined, if required, to go to the ends of the 
earth ; yea, I promised the L<ml if he would *stand by 
me, and required it, I would go to the very mouth of hell 
Blessed be God, he has been very kind |uid good to me 
ever since. ^ ~ 

" The second year I travelled, I was powerfully con^ 
vinoed of the necessity of holiness. For a considerable 
time I waded through deep, but sweet distress. I had a 
discovery of the purity of the law, and the impurity of my 
own heart : being conscious it was m^ privilege to beconae 
pure in heart, I determined not to stop short of it. Sen- 
sible I was it came by faith. I was under deep exercises 
to preach no more, tiU I received that blessing.. There 
was a time when I had a greater nejarness to God, but I 
did not receivp the witness till a twelve-month afterwai^. 
^ !* F« Garrettsqn." 

Soon after writing the above, it seems he received the 
following from Mr. Wesley, which will show in what 
hjg^ estimation he was held by that eminently useful mn 
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^> DubUn, Sine S6, 1785. 

^' Mjf dear bnO^^ — ^Dr. Coke gives spme accomit of 
yoR in his journal, so tlfat although I have not seen yon, 
Taim iH>t a stranger to yoar character. By all means send 
me, when yon have it^ppohunity, a more particukr account 
Cff your eiqperience and travels. It is no way improbable 
that God qaay find out a w^y for you (o visit Englaiid, and 
it may be the means of your receiving more strength, as 
well as more light It is a very demrable thing that the 
cl^ildren of God should communicate their experience to 
each other ; and it is generally most profitable when they 
c^n do it face to (kce. Till Providence opens a way for 
you to see Europe, dp all you pan for a good Master in 
America. 

^* 1 am glad brother Cromwell and you have undertaken 
that labour of love, the visking Nova Scotia, and doubt 
not but you act in fall concert with the httle handful wbo 
were ^most done tiH you came. It will be the wisest way 
to make alt those who desire lo join together, thoroughly 
acquainted with the whole l|fetlKMlist plan, and to aoeustom 
them, from the very beginning, to the accurate observance 
of all our rules. Let none of them rest in being half 
Christians. Whatever they do, let them do it with their 
might, and it will be weH, as soon as any of them find 
peace with God, to exhort them to go on to per^ction. 
The more explicitly and strongly youpce^s all believers to 
asjnre.ater full sanctifitf^ation as attainable now by simple 
fkith, the more the whole work of God will prosper. 

"I do not expect any great mattors from, the bishop. 
I doubt his eye is not ^ngle, and if it be hot, he will do 
Ktde good to yolj^ or any. one 0]se. It. may be a comfort 
to you that you have no need of him : you want nothing 
which he can give. 

'^ It is a noble proposal of brother Marchington ; but I 
doubt it wUl JMKt take place. You do not know the state 
of the EngHi^ Melodists. They do pot roll in money 
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]ike many of the Ammcan Methodists. It is with the 
utmost diffiou)^ tlwl we e«t r»i$e S$m or Mt fim&ted 
poonds a yen to supply oimt eontiiigeat. «sapm$^ so thoA 
it iff Ottlirely imptac^caftfate' to raise fife hmdrod powid^ 
MBoof thMo to" biiM hoaxes in Ameriea. It is AM^ib^ 
miq^ donuobi bnt-it Is asadobBecration^lkey^^ hff^ 
most raonegr have iKyiaUf letet gcaea The pe^e of €k)d 
he with att yoQC ii|)irits. . ^ ; . 

^' I am your aflEeotieiiate fnend.and bother, - v 

• - ♦ » ■ • ^ " " , - 

After vkking Bigby, aod forVnii^ ^sm^ society, on 
Tuesday^ Ii^ 2eth, he set sail for Livj^pool;; IrK? inoeii^ 
sequeace of head wiiids, he did not reach his.plaoe of 
destmatbn natfl FfidtyntMnting. Heve he p)^aoh<gt^tm 
the same evtomg kk Uie Ooegregaticaifld intoetkig iloqse, 
^d afam on Si^orday/ with muoh ftecdtm bi^ a: people 
aiafitfesftiog freat w Wiagnesff to hear liie. wetdr lie 000^ 
filmed in Limsrpool about fcmr weeks, constaritiy preech** 
iog .and visiluig imm house to hoase, aod many heasFts 
were powerfiiUy touched under the w^rd,«o that when he 
took his teavye, tte aeeiety had doObfed its number, in* 
oreasiiig from twenty to fi^y members, stfteral of vfhxM 
were sa? ingiy coo verted to God. 

In the month of August, Mr. Ganrettson left Liverpool 
for Shdburn ; and after a passage of forty-eight hours, ht 
arrived safely, and found a 'society of sixteen membNsrs: 
Thou^ at tbe.conjimdnoemant <^ his preashii^ in Shel* 
burn, he had' oilly about fifty heaiers,'^^ eosigililjaiion 
soou iaoreaaed, ee that theic iitdo. chapel would not con- 
tain them aH. Sedag the eagerness oCthe pedple t^ bear, 
ene of. the rectory of the :pani^, aiftfr* W^^**-^'^ gav^e ^im 
the use of his pulpit, Which he occupied until some of the 
veatey, ttceited to bppositioii by wkuewing ^9 maai^t 
dii^days of awakening power mder the p»ea6hing of Mt* 
Garreltsfm, interposed their aadlority, and be sitently 
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wididrew from the charefa; and immediately adopted ineans 
fbir edurging their owh house of woriship.. in the mean 
time he thanked the rector for hh kindtiess, who very 
iekietiudtly acceded to the wishes of his yestry in their 
oppoAtion to Mr. G«rrett0on. 

Mr. Giurrettson gires the following account of the com* 
meneement of Methodism in Liverpool. *' Captain D., 
since gone to heaven, soine time before any of us came to 
the place, met with Mr. Wesley's tract called 7!^ Charac" 
ter of a MUtiodisti and having a great desire excit^ to 
hear one of the Methodist preachers, he sent to Shelbum, 
and requested brother John Mann to visiv them. Shortly 
after, Mr. Maen paid them a visit, and miiny of the peo- 
ple heard him g^ly, though much opposed by the Allen- 
ites before mentioned. As he went one Lord's day to the 
meeting house to preach, a party of these zealoua^ disciples 

were defermi^ied, if possible; to prevent it. Colonel P ' , 

a very mild man^'and a friend to all religious people, en- 
deavoufod ci^mly to reason with them, but to little purpose, 
untii uM>Ui«st magistrate q>oke more authoritatively, which 
induced them to reUnguish their design, and to permit 
Mr. Mann peaceably to proceed. From open exposition 
they resorted to secret insinuations, with a view to preju- 
dice the people against us." 

TluMighit had been only eigfht years since they began 
b«ildiii|^e town of Shelbum, t*here were, on the arrival 
of Mr. Garrettsou,-about ten thousand inhabitants, mostly 
refugees-— so rapidly had the town increased. 

He rem«dned abo^ six weeks in this place, occasionally 
visHiiig-'SOiiie adjacent vilbiges, during which time he 
rae^ved one huniked and iifty members into the society. 
It was npt -all fair weather,- however, while he was here. 
He says he was^stOfied, had rottea eggs thrown at him, 
and when he embarked for LiverpocJ, the captain of a 
m«tn of war cried out, "Hail for the Methodist preacher !" 
and soon a gun was fired, which obliged them to lower sail, 
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and be^d tp submit to bA?e lus tmuk ^loioodf bat w«s 
dismissj^d with ao other fuiooyancQ thftn the sKmnd of soipe 
blaaphomouft oatbs from th^ sailors. " glassed ba Gitd,"' 
says he, " they had not power to hurt nwu" After a i^Mwiiiy 
passage he arrived at Liverpool. Here be reiaained tma 
weel^s^ preaching the word with much assuraace af¥l ^im^ 
fort. From thence he embarked for Halifax, aiMil bmi 
the society he had left in peace. He remained in tbi$ 
place iiQtil the feat day of Febniary^ dqriig wl^b tii9^ 
he bad the heyppiness of receivin|p into society^ %3 a brdcen-* 
heaurted pen}t^nt> a person who before^bad been %ikk^ 
for pouring contempt upon reli|[ioii. He atso visited tbe 
tovrns of Horton awi Cornwallis* jajd prca9)»# wirti ffml 
fre^om, evenmga, as w^U as in tbe^ day time. To <be 
idle, while he beheld ao many piecious souls " m tbo gaU 
of bitt;ernjEiss and bonds of iniquity," be oonld not* We 
therefore find him braving the storms and teivfesls, from 
one place to anotber, 4|a.vel)iQgon foot through $now and 
mud, where the roads wefo too bad to admit hk traveUmi^ 
on horseback, that he migbtj as wid^y as posaU^ia^^ ^ae«4 
the empire of his divine Loid and Master^ 

Mr. Gkrrettson^ in his semiNpentennialsoijmon^^caacbad 
and published at the request of the New- York eoafi^renee, 
speaking of his travels yi Nova Scotia, says, " I traversed 
f^ mountains and valleys, fre^iuesUy on foot, with my 
jmapsack op my bs/cks gt^ded by I^^ian patha in Ibo wil- 
derness^ when it was not expedient to tako a horse ; ami 
I had often to wade ^ough me^aases bidf leg deep in mini 
and water, frequently sati^fyiip^ my hiu^ger with a pi^se of 
bread and pork firom niy knapsack, quenohiag my ilmt 
from a brook^ and resting my vi^eary lia^bs on j^e lewr^ 
of the tjT^s. Thaiiks be to €od I he eov^ienaaled ne fiv 
all my toil, fof many pre<^ifKia souls w<»e awaken^ and 
converted t^ Qod." 

To these >f iTatiot», ildbonra, and wSearisgs, he %ohm- 
tarily submitted. For however trnly it may be said of 
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softiQy thU tboir ^ifiHiiniilAtipeai m Kle might ha? e com- 
P9]JM fthfnn to <Mittal> or otj^q greater fairdships in another * 
oftlUags that lh03r i^ght seoore a scanty maintenance, this 
eaanptbe aaid of Mr. Qai^eitaon. His patrimonial estate 
wia ampl}r sg^mt |o yield him a comfortable mainte* 
nanof , tJoagHy by hia eiiercicttng oivef it a prudentai super- 
iQl^QdeftC<»< But being: called oat firom a sense of duty to 
hisQod aQd Jj^s fellow men». be ivilliogly renounced the 
\mlA '^ with all i(0 pomps and vanities/' and without pe-* 
ovniajry fee - or lewmrd^ sobmi^d t» all thia drudgery of 
l^OOf^thk ^' re^oach of .Cbrist," haTiag respect solely 
aato tbe etcamai ^^^ecompenaa of reward," and the salva- 
tMHiof sinncurs/ 

Tha^ foUpwing l^tlens win more folly unfold the stat^ 
mi prospeda of the work in whioh Mr. Garrettaon was 
oagagad in Nova Sootia, as well as the difficnlties with 
whidi he had to contend. Those sent to him by Mr. 
Wesley are also inserted, because every thiog cconing from 
a«^4K> friainamiy. usefol is Tory interesting : they serve 
moreover to exfdain 9m^ allusione in the lettera of Mr. 
GarrettsoQ, aa w^ as to exhibit the deep interest which 
Mn Wedby took in eveiEy part of the work of God, how- 
ever remote from the immediate scene of his own labours. 

/ '\Sh€iburihJiprU2^y 1786. 

" JUv. and de^ Sirr-f^^Seme weeka ago I lefl Halifax, 
uid went to LLTerpool, where the Lprd is carrying on a 
blessed weak : many, precious souls of late have been set 
UlibertjP topvaise a sin^pardaaisg God. There is a lively 
80i^y>. j&Hen'a. small party oppoae ua warmly. The 
|i«ater part of the tpwn attend our ministry, and the first 
paQ(^ have joined our ioeiety. 

" A few daya ago I came to this towo> where I met dear 
afflictad bfother €ro»wcll» and was glad to find him able^ 
to* set out for Liverpool asid Halifox. A n^gro man by 
the name of Morant, lately from ^|^nd, who say^ he 
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was sent by lady Httntingdcmi has done much hurt iasoci' 
ety among the blacks at Burch town. I believe that Satatt 
sent hifti, Before he came there was a glorious wivk^iag 
on amcmg these poor creatures, now (brother Cromwell not 
being able to attend) there is much confusion. The devil'« 
darts are sometimes turned upon his own miserable hMd. 

^'Our chapel in Sbelbum is npt able to contain tjhe 
congregation, and at present our fiends are not able to 
build a larger. If I thought i^ right, I could wish, ye% 
beg for fifty or sixty pounds Irom EAgland to promote the 
building one. Blessed be God, there are some preciooff 
souls here ; but I expect many will Woblig^ to move to 
other places for want of business. The peqple in Halifiuc 
have had very little preaching of late, at which they are 
much tried. It is impossible for us to su|^y half the 
places where they want us. I have written to Mr. Asbury 
for help, but with ho certainty of obtaining it, as the work 
seems to be spreading among them. 

''I am an unprofitable servant, but blessed b^ God, t^e 
desire of my soul is to be instrumental in spreading the 
glorious gospel. I find a willingness to spend my all for 
Qod. I meet with many difficulties,^ but li moment's con- 
templation of the eternal world weighs down all. A man 
who labours^ for God in this country, needs a greater degree 
of grace, fortitude, and wisdom, than I possess. Dear sir, 
if you are di^osed to send books to be given to the poor, 
or for sale, the sooner the better : let me know the condi* 
tions, and I will do the best ^n my jwwer. The Saint's 
Rest anci hymn books are wanted ; the sinall select hymn 
book would sell ; some pieces displaying the nature, man- 
ner, and doctrine of the Methodists ; your journals and 
sermons; Mr. Walsh's Life; dear Mr. Fletcher's worlp. 
have been a blessing in Cornwallis and Horton. I would 
to God they could be sjHread all through the country. I 
wrote in a former letter for some of the new pra3%r books 
adapted to the kingdom. 
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" Vb hdjre bought two hones, which will do for tfte 
pfttMiit hk some pkiees dm people will 4>e Me to sup- 
j^^ihe gospel. In geaerai ^ey are poor ; but in my 
i^nitei tlus country waiits not^g bnt pare religton and 
^idiiscry to maike it desirable, t h^m seldom seen a bet* 
ter spring in Pennsylnuiia or Marykiid. The winter lias 
been tery moderate, except a few weeks. Much of the 
land is very good, and I am informed they get from twenty 
U) forty bnsheb of gMin fibm an acre ; and hay and vegc^ 
tJUe^ in gre«t al>findate<». 

"I Itant to did to the world, and live wholly to God. 
Thie is the oomrtttnt player and desire of your unworthy 
afery«nt, « 

"F. Garrbttson." 

- <<.¥« THV REV. FREEBORN GARRBTTBON. 

" Lond0m, Sept. 80, ITO6. 

" My dear 6r^cr,— I trust before this come» to hand, 
you and Dr. Ccke will have met and refreshed each other's 
bowels in the l^fd. I can exceedingly iU spare him flrom 
Efifgland,'asl hat^ noclergymaii capable of supptyhig his 
hek €^ service ; t>ut I was convinced he was more wanted 
in Aineriea than in Burope. For it is impossible but 
ofl^noeiB win come, and of yourselves will men arke speak- 
ifig perverse things, and striving to draw away disciples 
aftoi* ^em. It is a wonderful blessing tb^ jve restrained 
so long, tin the poor p^leare a little 'grounded in the 
filth. You have need to watch over them with your mighti 
Let those that have set their hands to the plough, conti- 
mially pray to the Lord of the harvest that he would send 
faith mord labourers iilto his harvest. 

^ It is fkr better to send your journals as they are, than 
not to Bend them at idL I am afraid^ it is too late ia the 
season to send books this year, but I hope Dr. Cbke has 
brought some with him to serve jwl for the present. I 
was far off fixun London when be set sail. Most of those 
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iillEln|^an«[ who have riches love moneyi even the Method- 
ists, at least thoto who are eaHed so. The poor are the 
Christians. I am qaite out of conceit with almost el! 
those T^ho haVe this worM^s goods. Let us tale cate to 
lay up our treasure in heaven. Peace be with your i^int. 
***[ am your affectionate friend and brother, 

"J. Wesley." 

' " TO THE REV. FREEBORN GARRETTBON. 

** — :- - — Nov. 30, 1786. 

'* My dear brother, — You have great reason to be thank- 
ful to God, that he lets you see the fruit of your labours. 
Whenever any are awakened; you do weHto join Wem tc^e^ 
ther immediately. But I do not advise you to go on too 
ikst. It is not expedient to break up more ground than 
you can keep ; to preach at any more places than you or 
your brethren can constantly attend. To preach once in 
a place, and nb more, very seldom does any good ; it only 
alarnisthe devil And his children, and makes thenk mor^ 
upon their guard against a first assault 

" Wherever there is ^y church service, I do not approve 
of any lippbintmenjt the same houir; becausp I love the 
Church of England, and would assist, not oppose k^ all I 
can. How do the inhalntants of Shdbwn, -fialifax, and 
other parts of the province, go on as to temporal things 1 
Have they trade? Have Uiey sufficiency of food, and the 
other heeeasaries of Fife ? And do they increase or decrease 
in nambers? It^eems there, is a scarcity of some things, 
of gb6d ink, for yours is so pale that many of your woidSf, 
are not legible. 

*' As I take it fin* granted you have had several conver- 
3ations with Dr. Coke, I doubt not you pr<^K)sed all yoRr 
difficulties to him, and recdved full satisfeotion c(»tem- 
ing them. Commending you to him, who is able to guide 
and strengthen you in all thii^s, 

<< I am your affectionate friend and brother, 

"J. WRawBV," 
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" P..8. ProtiaUy we sImOI send a IMtle help for you 
bafl<Siig| if we live till oeirfereiice. Oitnerve ike rules 
ftr bail&ig laid down in the nuautes. 

'' I 869 nothing of yom journal yet. I am afraid of an- 
other Aoierican reyolntioB. I l^ow not how to get the 
enclosed safe to Dr. Col^e, probably yoo kpow : on second . 
theoglitsl think it best not to write to him at present." 

" A LETTER FR6m MR. (SARRET^SON TO MR. WESLEY. 

>^ '[Halifax, March m, 17&7. 

" Rtv. and dear Mr, — I ^eceiyed yours dated London, 
September %)tb. As I have not ha4 an opportunity oi^ 
writing $>r a long time, I sh^ be the more particular in 
tbis. By ai. storm Dr. Coke was driven to Antigua, and it 
is not certain when Jie will be here. We are much dis- 
^[^Kttnted^ but hope it iviU all work together for good. 
^ <* My time this winter has been spent mostly in Horton^ 
Windsor, and Cpdiwallis. In the former th^e has been a 
divine diieplay ; many^ convinced and converted to God. 
A few moBtlffi ago the place was famous for the \\xa\is of 
thedevil-^now for siiiiguig,.praying, and hearing the word* 
If the work continue mudi longer as it has done, the 
greater part of the people will be brought in. I have had 
a blessed winter among them. The work greatly revives 
to the west lames Mann (a young man God has lately 
given us, whose priuse is in the churches) writes, * God is 
carrying on his work ia a glorious mani^er in Barrington ; 
Ae people flock from every quarter tp hear the word; 
many have been convinced, and about fourteen Inive been 
set at liberty, some of whom werejEanoous for all manner 
of .wickedness. The fields here seem white for harvest*' 

*\ Brother Cromwell has had his station^^ in Shelburn, but 
is very poorly: be writes, 'There seem to be very dull 
times in this town : hundreds have the sqaall pox, ^'C. 
The Lord enabled me to go on as far aa Cape Negro. I 
could^nly stay to preach a few sermons, &/C. , It would 
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«io you go^ to tee tl» iear peofde, tewe tfijoieb^ and 
Oftbm mowtwiog. In tins «i^ tbey ceiiimeil gMNi peft 
of the night: depesA i^on it IlKre is a bleMsd.9evind 
h^e. I reiuniei to fihelbiiim vwf poorly, uni ^atp^et, if 
€tod ifHwes mf M^ to ge koine eniy in the spring' 

'' Another Jelui Manaat Liveqiool writes^ ^ I am greatfy 
comfbrteid iiader an eKpectiftioM <lf an ingatheiriDig here : 
the society is very lively ; several added^ and severd lately 
converted/ d&c. Dear Isir, it would cftuse your heart to 
rejoice to know what a deadly wound Antinomianism has 
recMTed in the town of Hortoti. My ievn Master lla^ gt^en 
me one of the first lawyers in Cornwallis^ and 4ii6 lady. • 

" Brother Black is very steady n»d BBakns in qur eoiise, 
and has gone for a few weeks to the eonntry. i can «ay 
this for Halifax, they are very kind \n aappcurtiftg toilto: 
Black's family : I think they give a ^Aea a W|iek^ and 
they have got a famonp chapel neaiiy ready to preaefa in ; 
it will contain a thousand people; Religion, I fear^ is not 
very deep as yet 

^* William Grandine, a yoang pr^^nr, wtan I men- 
tioned in A fimner letter, hm returned to' his friends. I «m 
under a necessity <jif going to the west to leHeve Inrothar 
CromwelL I know not what will become of Ihe ymmg 
work in Horton : Qod 4An rai^ up or send us a ppoieher. 
Poor Cumberland is still mouiMig for want of <m«. 

'' I have received no books since I €ame4n &e province. 
We thought it expedient to have about fil^y pooncN' wm^ 
printed, as the pirintef was at leisure Mb wmter. He 
pf inted seva^d tracts ^very reasonaMy. Shall I ever see 
yonrl^u^e? LordgraattliAtlmaybefouttd wortliy tomeet 
yon in heaven. So &r I }»ve been k^t by the poww of 
the Spkrit, us6l I hope I shall never bf^ a reqpvooch on 
the good cauee. I want to be more given up «o the work, 
with a great^ nearness to God. 

** I remain, as ever, your aAettonate son, 

"F. Garbettson." 
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^ K S. Sbce I inrole ttts letter I foceived OQe from .bro- 
*t]icr iknn act LrrefiKiQl, sKfing^ < The liord hw biokea iUy 
id a wonderfnl TOumer,«inoiif theiwofje, espeeiftUy ftiiMmg 
the jmu^. ^^pthin a few dajs twenty htm be^ set at 
iib^ : rxm^^re ooii?erted onemig ht.' Surdy the Lord 
ifMl &o gleat thhigs far m. 

^* A LETTER FROM MR. GARRETT80N TO ME. WESLEY. 

''Shdburn, Sept. 25, 178a. 
. ^'Ren.anddeai* ^try-*-Iiest my other letter did not reaoh 
yotn- ha^d I send thia. My tiqae thiaiummer has been spent 
{NriDQ^ly between this and Barrington, Which has o<x 
oaaooed me many fatiguing journeys through the woods, 
nany times half leg deep in mud and water. Blessed be 
<i^, be has supported me under all my difficulties. 

'' When 1 firat made my entrance among the people at 
Barrington, Satan strove in every possible way to hinder. 
1. The people were dissenters almost to a man. 2. There 
wife^ a party of those diey call New Lights, who stood in 
opposition, and a preacher of that denomination warned 
. the people against me, telling them 1 was legal and desti- 
tute of faith. 8. A letter was sent by a Galvinist preacher 
who had ministered 4unong them, warning them against 
ao American- For a few days I was under great exercise 
about lisaving the town, despairing of ever being the means 
of plimting the gospel under these and other disadvantages. 
" The second sabbath I preached among them many came 
oat to hear, and a recommendatory letter was written om 
many hearts. Before, I had scarcely a place to lay my 
head ; since, I have not wanted friends. I visited a smdl 
harbour a few miles off^ where there were about ten fami* 
lies. We had a divine display of the goodness of God : 
very few were left behind. Of these families I hi^ve joined 
sixteen in society, ten of whom know the pardoning love 
of God to their souls About thirty young and old have 
been baptized. One man cried out bitterly against his 
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wife; went out tb4iear; was cut ',to the heart, and now 
Both are rejoie4ng in the' Lord. ^ At the head of the har- 
bour we had a graciousdispiay ; ' very few families escaped 
conviction more or less. ' I visited almoa^^s^y^family, as 
also on the two islands, and most of toinir were willing 
to submit to our American plan, as it is called. At the 
head the meeting hopse stands where I have joined a pros- 
perous society, as also at another harbour. Blessed be 
God, there have been many as clear and as powerful con- 
versions in this township, as I have seen in any part of 
the States. At differeiit times this summer I have spent 
about eight week's in the township, and have formed a 
small circuit, able, and willing, to support a preacher. 
There are about fifty members, twenty of whom I favour- 
ably hope have experienced the love of God, and many 
who are not in society are earnestly seeking. I appointed 
four leaders and two stewards. I am so far on my journey 
to Liverpool, and I expect to meet the Doctor in Halifax, 
in \^hich place we are to hold a conference the middle of 
next mdat^i. 

** My hope, revives for Shelburn ; ttere has been an ad- 
dition, and the society has become more lively. I have 
given them my consent to take one hundred pounds on 
interest toward building a church. Most of the coloured 
people whom Morant drew off have returned. I shall 
not be satisfied till we get a preaching house in this [rface. 
I must beg some from Europe and some from the States. 

" Some months ago I received a letter from Mr, Asbury, 
in which he intimated the desire they had of my being or- 
dained to superintend the work in the north. I answered 
the letter. A few days ago I received one from the Doc- 
tor on the same subject. Three considerations caused 
doubts to arise in my mind in relation to this importAot 
question. 1. The great desire I have of seeing England 
sooner or later. 2. My unfitness for so great a work. 
3. There are many in your connexion so much more fit 
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for the place. I love the coBnexioD^ and want to do every 
thing in my power to promote iu Perhaps when I shall 
receive a letter from you, and meet with the Do9tor, more 
light will be cast on the subject. Don't think luird of my 
not sending my journal. 

'* I have not heard from iH'other Cromwell for some time. 
Brother Black informs there is a. moving in Halifax. I 
desire your prayers and counsel. God is love, aad I wish 
to be more humble. 

'* I still remain your affectionate, though unworUiy sob, 

" F. Garrettson." 

* *' FROM MR. WESLEY TO MR. GARRETTSON. 

" Macclesfield, July \^, 1787. 

*' My dear hr other, -^1 have your letter of March 15, 
and that of May 20. In the former you give me ^ pleasing 
account of the work of God in Halifax and other towots, 
in Nova Scotia ; imd indeed every where except poor. 
Shelburn, from which I had. an excellent account a few 
years ago. Shall the first be last 1 What could have occa- 
sioned the decrease of the work there 1 St. , Paul's advice 
is certainly good for all Methodist preaphersr^-that it is 
good for a man not to touch a woman ; and 'if thou mayst 
be free, use it rather :' and yet I dare .not exclude those 
who marry out of our connexion, or forbid to marry ; but 
happy are those who having.no necessity laid upon them, 
stand fast in the glorious liberty. I commend you for 
laying s|^ little burden upon the poor people ^s possible. 

*' Before I had printing presses of my own 1 used to 
pay two and thirty shillings for printing two and twenty 
pages duodecimo. The paper was from twelve to sixteen 
shillings a ream. I do not blame you for printing those 
tracts. 

** But you do not send me your journal yet : surely you 
have had time enough to write it over. Dr. Coke seems 
to think you are irresolute, yet not willing to take advice. 
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I bo^ better things of yoa^ wd yont heart aaya to <3od 
and maQ, whal I know not, teach thou me. 
^* I am your affectnmate friend and brother, 

*« J. WBM.BT." 

The following letter to Mr. Asbnry, Uiongh dated before 
somo of the preceding, is inserted here, that the whole 
cturre^KUidenoe with Mr. Wesley might appear together. 



1786. 



" My very dear brother, — I had the pleasure of receiving 
yours dated Charlestown, January 15, 1786, and consider- 
ed the contents. I had strange feelings on reading the 
account of poor G--*-^^, but was happy to hear of my dear 
old frieiid, brother Cole. I fear there is a wide door open 
for the last b— — >p to do us much hurt. O Uiat ota dear 
Lord and Master may lay to his hand, and let the blind 
world kttow that there is a God in Israel. 

** I have seen neither brother Cromwdl, Black, or Mann, 
since last £iB, though I have frequently conversed with 
them by letter. My time this winter has been in Halifax, > 
and ia the different towns between that and Ann^M^ie. 
In Oornwallts the last time I was there I put a chapel on 
foot ; there were ne«r]y five hundred dollars subscribed : 
how they will manage I know not. On my return I put 
one on foot in Windsor. In this town Qod has given as 
a loving society. A few friends are willing to b«ild one 
at Annapolis, though they have had very little preaching 
for six months. This day they began to draw stene for 
building a church in this town also. It is to be the same 
size of that of Mr. White, except a ptteh higher. I have 
preached several sermons in Dartmouth, a new town^ 
six miles firom this. They seem very desirous, and made 
an oflfer of erecting a small house of worship, if we would 
pay attention te them. 
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** God willing, what time I have to stay in this town I 
expect to spend as Allows, viz. Sunday eight o'clock 
preach in our little chapel, which will hold aboat four 
hundred persods; ten o'clock preach in. the poor house, 
where there are about a hundred people;— I gave them 
books which attached them/ to me ; I hope great good will 
begone among them ; — at twelve o'clock in the preaching 
house ; four o'clock in a private house by the dock yard ; 
and by candle light in the chapel. I preach every night 
in the week : Friday visit the prisoners, i After all I feel 
myself a poor needy creature. You desired me to send 
our minutes. I wanted to have a little conference in this 
place the first of April, and to have sent a full account to 
your conference : but this cannot be, and as I know bro- 
ther Cromwell's mind, I shall give you as full an account 
as I can. Halifax, where there are forty members, will 
employ one preacher ; Horton circuit will employ another, 
tvhere I left sixty members ; Annapolis circuit will em- 
ploy another, where I left nearly one hundred members last 
fall; but how they are now I know not. In these three 
districts I expect brother Cromwell, brother Black, and 
brother Grandine, will be stationed. This brother Gran- 
dihe is a young man we have taken on trial : I think he 
will be a preacher. Brother Mann must take his station 
at Liverpool, where there are about forty members. 

*' There is Cumberland, where there is nothing but sin 
and the devil to hinder our gospel. This place would 
employ two preachers : however, one at present would do. 
There are about fifty members. In and around Shelburn 
there are between two and three hundred members, white 
and black. Much hurt has been done by a black man 
sent by lady Huntingdon, as brother Cromwell was not 
able to attend them constantly. Then there is the city of 
St. John's, and the country all around : I suppose there are 
twenty thousand souls. A few of our friends are scattered 
in that part ; but in all that space there is only one clergy- 
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maiOjAiibldeiiiirohptnmk IwssinfiNniiediyftrespeetoble 
mati kom tiie eaA, tbtt thmre wm haiKktedsof Mub e a l i gdly 
deistkiile of Ite igwpel. I bsvie heard vmf Utile ftom 
Neii£)Midla«d: Mr. Wcetey bas sent trodKr Megury 
(iMve^ •» I am infemeii l}y Dr. C/oke. 'fia jkki may aee 
we are in waat of three preaclmr& I made bold itocyaa 
matters to Mr. Weiiky, aad begged tif bkn to send <me 
preachor from EDg^and^ as a nomber of people imiikl |bso- 
fbr an BiiglislMnatt to an American. Bfany Imve r^fbaed 
healing lae On this aooount. Howevier, this prcj^dise 
would seen wear away. The Lord knows I Am witting 
ctodoef^y^ii^^in niypowtfr lor ^the.litftheianoe«bf <llie 
goapel: >buta8 4oeoD£iungmyBelfloNo«a:€to0iia,or>atiy 
part of the World,! codld laot ; a good^od^oes not re^piire 
it of me. 

'^Thcnre are seireral thousand oolonred ^people in this 
proTinee, and the greater pait of them are mlling to be 
instructed. What do y<m think of seoiding Harry liete 
this spring ? I think he woukl -be i^ry osefuL I have no 
tknibt but the peofde will soppwt Iteir preachers in tlus 
country. It would be ^very weB if the proaehers who come 
would bring money to pay dieir passage ; fi>r we have but 
little money in hand, having been under ^e necessity of 
buying two horses. 

" Next week I purpose to go to Sbelburn, where I ex- 
pect to meet brother Oromwell : if we think it expedient, 
and have an opportunity, oneof us will attend con&renoe, 
where we can state miUters fairly. I send this tetter lest 
I should have no other opportunity. A preacher wS\ not 
do here unless he is able to take a circuit. Let him be 
in orders. 

** Yours in love, 

" F. Gabbettson. 

i' P.S. In Horton the Lord has given us a kind friend, 
though not converted, Mr. Crane. He and his brotber*^n- 
law have offered two hundred dollars toward buiklii^ a 
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clmfeh in that town. There ar» wwy pllKfui I should ibe 
^iad to vijBity^ Ifaere venre pieaehen to supply tbepkoes 
mkeadj iniBiitioftail. Dr. CSdke wrato to me to tisit New* 
Ibnodhind bat &IU hat k was 4ot (nraeticabfe." 

Tbe preeadang lelters «odlatn wo Ml aod expiifitt -ma 
aooQnBt fif the etato ^fiUmga m Nova Seo^ as well as 
Itomsnaea' in whiefa Bir. Garvettson filled npieverymanent 
of tkne in Ids Maetor'a wwk, thai iihe neeeeaity of copioiis 
iextracds^fipom Ms jonn&l is superseded. Aa his ira^eisia 
4ki8 paimnee Jam a very importaift era in the histoid ^ 
Us USt^ I ithoof^it it necessary to be as paitieuiar .as th# 
liinke tof this wcork wUl aUow in the details ^ his mifo- 
ia^ and ilahoars ia that •ceun^. Certainly hts ds%Bno.e 
and seal, his «elf denvil, Us psayerfulnesB ami siratcbfiid- 
ness, as weU as ^le pcirations endHared in ^s coM i^ion 
«f eonn^, wliile they speak in the language sf rebuke to 
'Hhe jdotblU<flerf«lt,'' any be exhibited as an «acamf^ 
fd e nco m ag emept to those zealous pneadiera wh» are 
emulous to esoel in " every -good work" connected with 
their high and responsiide calting. 

The itAkmka^ anecdotes and -reflections are from the 
pen of his amiable and pious daughter, to whose diligence 
in selecting from her venerable lather's papers, and tran- 
scribing them, these memoirs are greatly indebted. 

''Thus has my dear tmd honoured &,ther ended his 
notes to his printed journal. When they were commenced 
and when ended I cannot precisely say, hut I ^ink it is 
one of the last testimonies which 4ie has left, probably 
wrkton very Jiear the dose of his devoted life. His me- 
mory was storied with a rich fund of imecdote, and I regret 
exceedingly that of many passages of his life he has left 
no record. His journals while in Nova Seotia, except 
those in /print, are 1 believe lost. I have, been able to find 
only short notices of his laboura while there, and among 
my earliest and most pleasant recollectic^s are the details 
which my dear &ther used to give,me<>f hid residence in 
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that region of frost tnd snow. I well remember the de- 
light with which I used to climb his knee, and the impor* 
tnnity with which I. used to beg for a story, about Nova 
Scotia; — ^and in riper yeavs' — ^but those halcyon days are 
for ever flown: tears will not recall them. At one 
tiqae in order to attend his appointment, he rode through 
an unfrequented country, the hail driving in his face until 
nearly benumbed, he waa obliged to lay the reins on the 
neck of his horse, and leave the animal by his own instinct 
to keep the road. There was no visible track, and turn- 
ing out of the road in that country exposed the traveller 
to the greatest fatigue, as his horse sunk in the mass of 
unbeaten snow. At length be arrived at the only house 
he had seen ; his horse stopped at the door, and he had 
only life enough lefr to walk in and throw himself on the 
bed. None but children were within, who covered hina 
^vith plenty of bed clothes, while he lay almost insensible 
for nine hours, and had nearly forfeited his valuable life 
l>y too great eagerness in his Master's cause. 

" He had often to cross the St. John's whose tide re- 
cedes, leaving its bed nearly empty, and again comes roar- 
ing up with great velocity and force, sweeping every thing 
before it, and elevating on its waves the vessels and ships 
which it had left dry. Daring its recession its bed is ford- 
able ; but in winter the crossing is dangerous on account 
of the large masses of ice it leaves behind. On one occa- 
sion his guide, instead of leading him up the river, went 
down, and they were not apprized of their danger until 
they saw the tide fast roaring toward them. The guide 
shrieked out, * Put spurs to your horse and make for the 
nearest land !' He did so, although uncertain whether k 
would be accessible when attained^ for the shores there- 
about were very bold and rugged. His horse was fleet ; 
the shore was accessible ; he outrode the wave, which 
swept over the back of his horse just as he had set foot 
upon the land. I have often heard my father say that 
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if he had onij bees half the laogth of his horse's body 
behind* be sboidd have been, swept off like a feather on 
the tide.*' 

It ^tpeaaa itet Mr. Garr^tson coDtioiied to travel and 
j^reach in this province liRtil April 10, 1787, when he 
embarked foe Boston, Mass., leaving as a testimony of his 
fidelity awl success in his Lord's vineyard, about six bun^ 
dred BMmbers ia society. After ja perilous passage of 
three days he arrived in Boston, wher^ he was kindly re- 
ceived by a few pious firiends. 

About seventeen years before the visit oi Mr. Qarrettson, 
Mr. Boardman, one of the European Methodist preachers, 
had preached in Boston, and formed a small society; but 
not being succeeded by any minister of the same order, the 
society gradually diminished, so that at the time of which 
we are now e|)eaking, there were only three members left. 
Not being admitted to any of the pulpits in this city, Mr. 
Garrettson preached a few sermons in some private houses, 
and cm Monday | April 17, he passed on to Provident in 
RJiode IfllaAd* where he says he found several who loved 
the Lord J^us. Here he was invited by the Presbyterian 
minister, the Rev. Mr. Snow, who he says was a worthy 
and pious man, to preach in his church, which he did 
twice to a numerous and attentive audience. Paising 
from thence to Newport, he preached by invitation in the 
meeting house morning and evening to a numerous assem- 
bly, among whom he rejoiced to find some, as he believed, 
eminently pious. He then sailed for New- York, where, 
after a passage of forty-eight hours, he arrived in. safety, 
and was much refreshed in meeting his old firiends, and 
participating with their joy in a revival of religion with 
which they hafi been fovoured. After preaching on the 
Lord's day with much satisfaction, and spending a few 
days in visiting some of his Christian friends, he went 
forward to Philadelphia, where he preached a few times, 
"took sweet counsel" with his brethren, and departed for 
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Baltimore, where he arrived' on Tuesday, and -^^ my 
heart,'' says he, ** was made glad while I sat in conier- 
ence with many of my old friends^ the servants of Jesus." 
It was now eleven years since Mr. Garrettson commenced 
his itinerating labours. When he entered this arduous 
field, there were three thou^d one hundred and forty- 
eight members in the societies, and nineteen preachers ; 
they were now increased to twenty thousand six hundred 
and eighty-one members, and one hundred and seventeen 
preachers ; making an increase of seventeen thousand 
four hundred and thirty-three members, and ninety«eight 
preachers. Although others contributed their portion 
toward this extension of the work of Qod, it must be 
evident to all who impartially consult the preceding pages, 
that Mr. Garrettson was among the most active, zealous, 
and successful of them all. Indeed, as the Rev. Ezekiei 
Cooper, who, after his awakening and conversion as before 
mentioned, was intimately acquainted with Mr. Garrett- 
son, observed to me, he seemed to be all devotion, full of 
prayer and faith ; and his preaching was attended whh the 
mighty power of God. Listening multitudes hung on his 
lips with the most fixed attention, while the Spirit of God, 
which so eminently accompanied his word, powerfully 
wrought upon their hearts, extorting the anxious inquiry, 
*' What must we do to be saved?" 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Attends Conference in Baltimore— Elected superintendent of the 
societies in British America — Strong solicitati^s to accept the 
office — Reasons for deeliningTr-Appointed to the Peninsula—Con* 
.trast between the present and former state of the people here — 
Methodism generally prosperous — But some delusions — ^Their cause 
— Closes his labours in this place 

' We have traced the life of our venerable father in the 
gospeh thus far, having been guided by his printed and 
manuscript journals. We have seen him contending with 
the cold, the snow, the mud and water of the north, and 
seen him triumphing in the midst of these and other pri- 
vations of that inhospitable climate, from a consciousness 
of the divine approbation and the prospect of usefulness 
to the souls of men ; until, having completed his mission 
in these parts, he found himself onc^ more seated among 
his beloved brethren in these United States. 

To give a faithful narrative of the events of his life, it 
is necessary to detail some of the transactions of this con- 
ference, which was held in Baltimore, May 1, 1787. It 
seems that Mr. Wesley having witnessed the sincerity^ 
zeal, and devotedness of Mr. Garrettson in the work of 
the ministry, had designated him as the future superintend- 
ent of the Methodist societies in the British dominions in 
America. Dr. Coke, on his arrival to this conference, 
made known the wishes of Mr. Wesley in this respect, and 
the subject was submitted to the conferenbe, and was by 
that body " unanimously sanctioned." 

Mr. Garrettson, with a view to correct an erroneous 
statement which had been made of this affair, gives in 
his " semi-centennial sermon" a fair and candid narra- 
tion of the facts in the case. He says that afler the con- 
ference had approved of his appointment to this office by 
Mr. Wesley, " Dr. Coke, as Mr. Wesley's delegate and 
representative, asked me if I would accept of the appoint- 
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ment. I requested the liberty of deferring my answer 
until the next day. I think on the next day the Doctor 
eame to my room and asked me if I bad made up my mind 
to accept of my appotstment : I told imn I had opon cer- 
tain conditions. I observed to him that I was w^Ung %o 
go on a tour, and visit those parts to which I was appoint- 
ed for one year, and if there was a cordiaKty in the appoint- 
ment with those whom I was requested to serve, I would 
return to the next conference, and receive ordination for 
the office of superintendent. His reply was, * I am per- 
fectly satisfied/ and he gave ma a recommendatoi^ letter 
to the brethren in the West Indies, &c. 1 had int^ded 
as soon as conference rose, to pursue tny vojrage to the 
West India islands, to visit Newfoundland and Nova Sco- 
tia, and in the spring to return. What transpired in the 
conference during my absence, I know not ; but I was 
astonished when the appointments were read, to hear my 
name mentioned to preside in the Peninsula.'' 

It would appear from this plain statement of Mr. Gar- 
rettson^ that some alteration took place m the mind of the 
conference respecting his appointment to the sup^intend- 
encyof the British provinces in America, and that it was 
finally agreed among themselves that it was not expedient 
that he should go at this time. Probably knowing the 
value of his services in his Lord's vineyard, and being 
comparatively young as a church, they were uni;dlling to 
have him so entirely separated from them. However this 
may be, it is certain that it was a source of disappointment 
to himself, of some grief to Mr. Wesley, and contrary to 
the wishes of many of his brethren in Nova Scotia, as the 
following extracts of letters will show : — 

Mr. Black, in a letter dated Comwallip, March 10, 
1787, and presumed — for the inscription is torn off— to be 
directed to Dr. Coke, says: — "Brother Oarrettson has 
been a great blessing to us in this province. The hearts 
of the people and preachers are more than ever united to 
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Mm J and we lielieve that were he to return fa us he would 
be more extensively useful than heretofore ; for the ei^sof 
die people are more than ever open to hear his message. 
He is better acquainted with the peculiar dispositions of 
^e people than anyone else, and therefore would be most 
likely to do them good. Thinking it to be his duty to 
attend the conference in the United Sutes, we fear when 
he finds so many urgent calls for help in that extensive 
country, that he will be tempted to forget us in this dark 
corner of the world. At the same time we cannot but 
think it to be his duty to return. We are truly sorry that 
he refused the superintendency,* but hope when he sees 
you he may receive that honour. These lines are to 
request you to use your influence »in persuading him to 
do so." 

In a letter to Mr.G^rrettson himself, dated at Shelburn, 
June 4, 1788, Mr. Black thus expresses himself:—" I 
have heard nothing from you these six months. We have 
been expecting you a long time, but in vain. Do, my 
dear brother, make aW the speed you can. Let none per- 
suade you to the contrary. Do, my dear brother, come 
away directly." In another of June 30, 1788, he thus 
earnestly addresses Mr. Garrettson :-— " O my dear brother, 
do come away as soon as posmUe. The hearts of the peo* 
pie are knit to you in a peculiar manner, and I believe 
you would be more useful than ever ; and you know your 
labours were before blessed to many precious souls. Come 
away I come away, my dear brother, oome away ! O do 
not let any persuade you to stay. You know you have 
Bishop Asbury's consent to come : besides the people are 
ready to think you are forgetful of your words, as they 
expected you long since."f Once more under date of 

* Thii must have reference to his appointment to that office by 
Mr. Wesley, as at the date of this letter Mr. Garrettson had not 
been eleeted by the conference. 

f PeHiaps these expressions were founded oi^a letter ^liiich Mr. 
17 
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August 14, of the same year, Mr. Bla^k aays, "Ol my 
dear brother, do make haste and come away to Nova Sco- 
tia. The friends long to see you, and our circumstances 
call for you. Come once more and help us." 

Mr: James Mann, another preacher who was Uavelling 
in Nova Scotia at this time, under date of Feb. 2, 1788, 
after detailing some of the embarrassments under which 
they laboured, says to Mr. Garrettson, " O brother ! pray 
for us. Heaven bless and prosper you in the vineyard of 
^e Lord. I long to see you, and we h^ve been looking 
for you, and hope we shall not be disappointed of your 
coming in the spring." 

Mr. Alexander Anderson writes to Mr. Garrettson un- 

yf June 17, 1788, thus :— " We have ardently 

' your return to this province ; and have expect- 

• some time past. We trust, however, that the 

u have received in the United States is for the 

rod and the good of souls." 

Surely no testimonies could be more honourable, or in* 

Nations more pressing. The idea, however, was^ally 

abandoned by Mr. Garrettson of returning to Nova Scotia, 

or of accepting the superintendency of the work in the 

Garrettson had written some time previously to Mr. Baxter of An- 
tigua, of which the foUowing is an extract. 

« Maryland, Sept. 10, 1787. 

" My very dear brother, -^l have been earnestly solicited by Dr. 
Coke and others to become a member of the British conference in 
British America. I expect to meet Mr. Asbnry in a few weeks, 
and know not but I shall be with you late in the fall. I want to 
act in that sphere in which 1 shall the most glorify my dear Lord. 
The cause of God lies near my heart : though my connexions here 
are very near to me, yet at the call of my God I could cheerfully 
leave them. 

« I expected to be in Halifax before tjiis, but there was none to 
tike charge of the work in this quarter^ so that necessity called roe 
to stay. I fear lest our societies should decline in that country. 
The wo^k is very great in the States." 
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BfkUi provinces^ lor whieh he ftasigns the foOowing rea- 
sons:—" 1. I was nol acqaatnted with all the preachers, 
specially with those who were lately from England. 2. 1 
felt unqualified for the charge. 8. I was not dear that I 
had a cdl to leave the United States.'' Of whatever use 
he might have been to the people in that country, subse- 
quent events have justified thd belief that his labours were 
both highly prized and eminently usefiil in the United 
States, and the whole tencw of his life proves that he strove 
to move in the order of Divine providence. 

Having thus relinquished the thought of returning to 
Nova Scotia, and having received his appointment to pre- 
side in the Peninsula as above stated, he entered upon his 
work with his accustomed diligence, though not without 
some pressure of spirit, as he had reason to suspect that 
some unfriendliness had been manifested toward him, 
though he knew not by whom. To Dr. Coke he felt a 
strong attachment and the sincerest afibction, and says 
that they ^ mingled their tears together at this conference*'' 

Perhaps no place on the continent could have been 
more agreeable to him as the field of his labour, than the 
Peninsula. It was her^ that he had spent the first days 
of his ministry; where the Lord had given him signal dis- 
plays of his approbi^ion, and where he had suffered beat- 
ing and imprisonment for the cause of his adorable Mas- 
ter. The effect of his former labours, however, was now 
most visible. The storm of human passion was hushed 
to silence — tranquillity reigned — and he now felt himself 
in nsore danger from the caresses of his friends, than he 
before had ddne from the peltings of his enemies. Being 
now among his old friends, many of whom were his spiritual 
children, the ardour of his soul burst forth, as it were, anew, 
and he found himself, in some sense, une^iectedly in the 
Budst of every thing calculated to make life agreeaUe. 
He conlinned in this part' of ihe country about twelve 
vootto, dmring wUch time he vintsd every circuit, and 
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almosl every eongregMipny and was greatly refreshed and 
lengthened in his work. Multitudes flocked to hear the 
word, some excited from curiosity to see the man of whom 
so much had been said in former days, some fnun a desire 
to '' learn the way of the Lord more perfectly/' and nnm* 
bers more to hear again from the lips of this flaming mes- 
senger of Christ, those precious truths which they had 
found to be ** the power of God to their salvation." So 
great, indeed, was the attention giv^ to the '* words of 
this life," that Mr. Garrettson observes, *' that it seemed 
as if they would all become Methodists." 

Though this was the general aspect of affairs in this 
favoured region of country, there were some exceptions* 
In Dorset county, which he visited on the third of June, 
he was glad to meet a large congregation of attentive 
hearers, to whom he preached under the shade of a grove, 
as the house could not contain so numerous an audience. 
On thb occasion he observes, that, some time since there 
was a great work of God on this Neck of land, but now it 
seems the work is quite stationary, if not on the decline. 
As a reason for this he remarks that *' those preachers 
whose labours had been particularly blessed in this revival 
were lively and powerful in their ministrations, so that 
some thought there was much of what is called wild fire 
among the people. Indeed the cries of the distressed were 
frequently so loud, \hat the voice of. the preacher was 
drowned. I was informed that .these people had been 
visited by some who had but little fellowship for what they 
called nofsy meetings^ in consequence of which the work 
began to decline. Extremes are always dao^rous ; and 
happy the man who knows how to keep in, the gotdea 
mean. I am never <^Eended in hearing convinced ^ners 
ery aloud for mercy ; neither dol doubt hot that tiie chii^ 
dren of God are so happy at times, that they are constram-^ 
ed to shout the praises of God." 

To distinguish between the mere exeiteaient of htimaa 
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pafisions, and the operations of the Spirit of God, is highly 
important, though sometimes difficult, to the promotion of 
the work of grace. When the Spirit of God operates upon 
the human heart, the passions are less or more excited, 
either to sorrow or joy, according to the moral state of the 
heart. To suppose, therefore, a work of grace without 
the excitement of the human passions, is as great an ab- 
surdity as it would be to expect a man to breathe without 
any movement of the lungs, the organs of respiration. 
That the passions may be under strong excitement where 
there is no genuine work of the Holy Spirit forms no valid 
objection to thid position. In the first case the '^ fruits of 
the Spirit" follow; in the latter not; and ''by their fruits 
ye shall know them.** 

He continued in the Peninsula until May 1788, during 
which time a day seldom passed but that he preached at 
least once, and sometimes twice or three times with great 
freedom. Though there was not so large an increase to 
the societies as in former days when he laboured there, 
many were edified in the Church, hi the several counties 
on the eastern shore of Maryland, through all of which he 
travelled during the year. 



CHAPTER XIU. 

Propofes vkitiog New-England— Sta^ in New-Tork^Taka* 
chtrge of the northern distriet— Enters on his work with twelve 
young preachers under his oversight — General state of the coun- 
try—Correspondence with Mr. Wesley— Second tour through his 
district— Death of Mr. Cook— Curious ^conversation— Origin of 
Methodism in Ashgrove— Dangerously wounded — Commencement 
of Methodism on Long Island— Mr. Ckurettson visits there— Ob- 
stacles to the progress of truth— Attends the first Council in Balti- 
more — Journal of a tour through a part of New-England to Boston 
—Attends Conference inNew-York— Comparative view of the work 
in this part of the country. 

Having completed his labours in the Peninsula, and 
being very solicitous to visit the New-England states^ 
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where tbe MethoAsts had made yet but a feeble impfession, 
by the request and approbation of Bishop Asbury, Mr. 
Garrettson left this scene of his successful toil in May 1788, 
and came to the north, having Boston particularly in his 
view. Arriving at New- York, the stationed preacher, 
Mr. Hickson, being at the point of death, and Mr. Dick- 
ins, the other preacher, in ill health, he was solicited by 
the people to remain with them, and supply the pulpits. 
Believing the call to be urgent, he complied wiUi their 
request, and continued in the city, except some occasional 
excursions on Long Island and the New Rochelle circuits, 
until the ensuing conference. Having received several 
invitatioas from a variety of places, backed by similar ones 
directed to the conference, Mr. Garrett^n relinquished 
the idea of visiting Boston for the present, and took charge 
of the northern district of country bordering on the Hud- 
son river. 

It seems that since the year 1785, in ccHisequenee of 
there being but few preachers ordained to the office of 
elder, a number of deacons and preachers were placed 
under the special oversight of some one of the elders, that 
the people might be the better supplied with the ordinances 
of the gospel. These elders were instructed to travel at 
large through the bounds of their respective districts, hdd 
qVMiterly meetings, preach and administer the ordinances, 
assist attd direct the preachers under their care in their 
work. This is the origin among us of presiding elders, 
though they were not designated by that name in the mi- 
nutes of conference until the year 1797. Mr. Garrettson 
had been appointed to this charge on the Peninsula, and 
indeed he had exercised a similar oversight while in Nova 
Scotia, as well as during part of his labours before he went 
to that country. To this office he was more especially 
appointed at this conference, with a view to opei^ new 
circuits, for which he seems to have been peculiarly quali- 
fied, and in which he was remarkably successful. 
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He obsenres lltal as it had pleased Ibe Lord to ttumst 
oat a number of joung men in the New-York coofereoeei 
Bishop Asbury, our venerable father in the go^el, " re- 
quested me to take charge of them, and do the best I could. 
I was very uneasy in my mind, being unacquainted with 
the country, an entire stranger to its inhabitants, there 
being no Methodist societies further north than West- 
chester ; but I gave myself to earnest prayer for direction. 
I knew that the Lord was with me. In the night season, 
in a dream, it seemed as if the whole country up the North 
river, as hi as lake Champlain, east and west, was open 
to my view. 

" After the conference adjourned I requested the young 
men to meet me. Light seemed so reflected on my path, 
that I gave them directions where to begin, and which 
way tp form their circuits. I also appointed the ^ne for 
each quarterly meeting, requested them to take up a col- 
lection in every {dace where they preached, and told them 
that I should go up the north river to the extreme parts of 
the work, visiting the towns and cities on the way, and in 
my return I should visit them all, and hold their quarterly 
meetings. I had no doubt but that the Lord would do 
wonders, for the young men were pious, zealous, and la- 



Having thus laid down the plan for their work, he set 
oat for the north on his intended toi|r. A great portion 
of the country through which he was appointed to labour, 
especially the northern part of New-York state, and Ver- 
mont, was in a very barren state as it respects religion. 
Some scattering congregations, consisting of Lutherans, 
and Dutch Reformed, and some others, were established 
along the eastern and western sides of the Hudson ; but 
even in these the distinguishing doctrines of the gospel 
were but feebly supported, aqd rarely made the subject of 
experience. The settlements on the west side of the river, 
tt a small distance from its margin, were quite new, the 
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roads bad, and accominodalions for preachers very poor. 
' The same may be said of all the country north of Lansing- 
burg. In respect to that portion of New-England which 
was included in the district of country allotted to Mr. Gar- 
rettsob as the scene of his present labours, though it was 
regularly divided into parishes, ' each of which generally 
had a settled pastor, yet experimental religion was at a low 
ebb. The theological tenets also, chiefly inculcated in 
this country, were diametrically opposed to some points of 
doctrine promulgated by the Methodists. The former 
embraced all the peculiarities of the Calvinistic system^ 
while the latter embraced those of the Arminian. On this 
account I suppose that in no place did the Methodist 
preachers meet with more decided opponents or more 
for ward, disputants than in New-Englan4* Though the 
preachers laboured principally to inculcate experimental 
and practical godliness, as being the most essential to man's 
happiness add salvation, yet to promote this object the 
roost el^tually, they found it necessary frequently to bring 
before their hearers those, peculiarities of their theological 
system by which it was distinguished from Calvinism. 
This gave offence to the clergy who tenaciously held to 
the latter, and provoked them to controversy. From them 
a disputatious spirit descended to their hearers, many of 
whom considered themselves fully competent to defend 
those abstruse points of divinity, and thus mingled their 
ignorance with a love of controversy, often involving them- 
selves in a labyrinth of intricate reasonings which they 
eould neither understand themselves nor explain to others, 
much less defend against the plain declarations of inspired 
Scripture. These circumstances often obliged the Method- 
ist preachers, after delivering their discourses, to encounter 
a spirit of opposition as irksome to an ingenuous mind, 
as it is unprofitable to a hardened heart. Frequently, 
however, the pointed question, *' Have you been converted 
to God?" put by one.of these flaming messengers of God, 
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Would sileQce debate, and produce a oonrietioD, at least 
in the minds of some of the hearers, of the superior advan- 
tage of experimental o?er a merely theoretieal knowledge 
of dirine things. 

This was the general state of the country, and of the_ 
people where Mr. Garrettson was appointed at this time 
to labour. He entered, however, upon his task with the 
same ardour of soul, and applied himself to the work with 
the same indefatigable and untiring zeal by which he had 
before been distinguished. Passing up the country on the 
east side of the Hudson, through New Rochelle, North 
Castle, Bedford, Peekskill, in all of which places he stopped 
to administer the word of life, he arrived at Rhinebeck, 
where he lodged with Thomas Tillotson, Esq., and the 
next day preached in a barn, on, ^*We preach Christ 
Jesus, unto the Jews a stumbling block, and unto the 
Greeks foolbhness.*' Before he left the place he preached 
several sermons, and the number of hearers continually 
increased. He was generally received in this, as well as 
other places, as a commissioned messenger of God, and 
''one said he need not change his appearance to be re- 
ceived as an angel.'' 

After having passed through the northern part of his 
district, he returned and found that the Lord had abun- 
dantly blessed the labours of the preachers in almost every 
place. '* Many houses,*' says he, ** and hands, and hearts 
were opened ; and before the commencement of the wiU'* 
ter, we had several large circuits formed ; and the most of 
the preachers were comfortably situated, sinners in a 
variety of pUces began to. inquire what they should do to 
be saved. 

" Satan and his children were much alarmed, and began 
on every hand to threaten us. Some said, ' They are good 
men ;' others said, * Nay, they are deceivers of the peo- 
ple.^ A stranger from Vermont, on his way down the 
country, informed the people that we were spread all 
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ttooogfa the coantry tbrcMigh which he came. This sad- 
den ^read of our preachers caused some person to say, 
' I know not from whence they all come, unless from the 
clouds.' Others said, ' The king of England hath sent 
them to dtsafi^t the people ; and they did not doubt but 
they would bring on another war i* while others gave it as 
their opinion that we were the false [nrophets spoken of in 
Scripture, who should come in the last days, and deceiVe, 
if it were possible, the very elect. Among others, the « 
ministers of the different denominations were alarmed, 
fearing lest we should break up their congregations ; and 
frequently coming to hear, some of them openly opposed, 
deckring puMidy that the doctrine was false. The power 
<^ the Lord attended the word, and a great reformation 
was seen among the peof^e; and many were enabled to 
speak freely and feelingly of what God had done for their 
souls. My custom was to go round the district every three 
months, and then return to New-York ; where I commonly 
stayed about two weeks. In .going once round I usually 
travelled about a thousand miles, and preached upwards 
of a hundred sermons." . 

During the above tour, he informs us of his being fre- 
quently occupied, when not engaged in travelling and 
preaching, in writing. It seems that Mr. Wesley, having 
heard much of Mr. Qarrettson's experience, activity, and 
success in his Lord's work, had been very desirous of 
receiving a written account of these things from himself 
After considerable hesitancy, he concluded to gratify the 
wishes of Mr. Wesley in this respect, and accordingly set 
himself to transcribing such parts of his journal as he 
thought would be most beneficial to give to the public. 
Fearing, however, that he should not live to receive it 
unless sent immediately, and that Mr. Garrettson was un- 
necessarily scrupulous on this subject, Mr. Wesley ad- 
dressed to him the following letter :-^ 
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^* FROM MR. WESLEY TO MR. OARRETTBON. 

'' XrOfufoii, Jm. 24, 1789. 

*' Jfy dear brother, — It signifies bot Utile where we are, 
so we are bul'fully emf^oyed fi>r our good Master. Wbe- 
Uier you went, there^re, to the east, it is aU one, so you 
were labouring to promote his work* You are following 
tb^ order of his providence wherever it appeared, as a 
bdy man strongly expressed, it, in a kind of holy disor* 
dered order. But there is one expression that occurs twice 
or thrice in yours, which givet me some concern : you 
speak of finding freedom to do this or that. This is a 
word much liable to be abused. If I hare plain Scripture 
or plain reason for doing a thing, well. These are my 
rales, and my only rules. I regard not whether I had 
freedom or no. This is an unscrqptural expression, and a 
very fallacious rule. I wish to be in every point, great 
and small, a scriptural rational Christian. . 

** In one instance formerly, you promised to send me 
your journal. Will you break your word, because yon do 
not find fireedom to keep it! Is not this enthusiasm ? O 
be not of this way of thinking. You know not whither it 
may lead you. You are called to square your useful life 
bdow by reason and by grace. But whatever you do with 
regard to me, you must do quickly, or you will no more in 
this world. 

*' Your affectionate friend and brother, 

. "J. Wesley." 

The journal was sent, but in consequence of the loss 
of the ship in which it was despatched, it never arrived.' 
Of this circumstance Mr. Qarrettson was not apprized 
until the following letters from Mr. Wedey gave him the 
information. 
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" Chests, July 15, 1789. 

"Mjf dear hrather^^^You are entirety in the right. 
Thflre can be no nasner of doubt that it was the enemy 
of aottla that hiadered yonr sending me your experience. 
Mai^ parts of both of your inward and outward experi^ice 
ought by no means to be suf^resaed. 9at if yoii are minded 
to send any thing to me, you have no time to lose. What> 
ever you do fi>r me you must do quicUy lest death hafe 
quicker wings than love. A great man observes that 
there is a three fdd leading of the Spirit : some he leads 
by giving them on every occasion apposite texts of Scrips 
ture; seme by suggevting reasons for ^very step they take, 
(the way by which he chiefly leads me,) and some by tm- 
pressiens ; but he judges the last to be the least desirable 
\vay, as it is often impossible to distinguish dark impres- 
sions from divine, or even diabolical. 

" I hope you will not long delay to write more particu- 
larly to your affectionate friend and brother, 

"J. Wbslet." 

" FROM MR. WESt^EY TO MB. GAItRETTSON. 

"Irofwftm, JV6.3, 1790. 

^* Mff dear brother, -^T wo or three Greeks ago I had the 
pleasure of a lett^ from you, dated August 29, 1789, giv- 
ing me a comfortable account of the swift and extensive 
progress of the work of God in America. You likewise 
informed me that you had written m account of your life, 
and directed it should be sent to me ; and I have beeu 
expecting it, from day to day, ever since, but have now 
almost given over my expectadon; for, unless it comes 
soon it will hardly overtake me in the present world. Yim 
see time has shaken me by the hand, and death is not fur 
behind. While we live let us work oar Lord's work be- 
times, and in his time he will give us our full reward. 

" I am your affectionate friend and brother, 

"J.Wesley." 
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While Mr. Garrettson waa finishing a letter in which he 
de«j^ied to enclose another copy of his journal,, the public 
prints announced to hhn the death of that great man of 
God, the Rev. John Wesley. Being thus disappointed of 
gratifying the desires of his venerable Iriend, Mr. Garrett- 
son conclodefd to print the journal, somewhat enlarged, in 
America. It was republished in Europe, both in the Eng- 
lish and French languages, and has no doubt proved a 
blessing to very many souls. 

June 9, 1789, Mr. Garrettson set off on another tour to 
the north. A^BOiding to ^is usual custom, as he passed 
through the toWM^ he stq)ped and preached to the people, 
aad geneirally found much attention to the word. On 
Sunday the 14di, he preached in the town of Bedford, and 
formed a society. Th(^gh ^e peofrfe in this place had 
be^i educated in' the Calvinislic &iUi« many of them be- 
came ccmviiiced of its errors, and were glad to hear a sys- 
tem of doctrines exhibited more consistent with the divine 
perfocticais^ and bett^ adapted to the condition of man. 
Both at the Stony-street <^iff eh on the mbming of the 16th, 
and at the English church in the evening at Peekskill« he 
fowed much j froo de m - in preaching the word of truth ; and 
at GeneraTVan Contlandt's, where he lodfed for the night, 
he found an agreieable and an affectiomUe fomily. 

After passing throvgh the highkads, and^preaehiag at 
Mr. Jackson's, where he found a people a)>parently smug- 
gling after the liberty of God's children, he paid a visit to 
Mr. Cook, an ^emplary and zealous {Nreacher, whom he 
foraid near deaths but whose soul was happy in the enjoyment 
of his God. He died in peace soon aftar. He had been 
Me^ yean in the work of the ministry, was a son of 
afliction, natmnyy aobjeet to great dejection of spirits, 4^0 
modest to compkin» and in the midst of his sufibridgs 
eviiioed by his patient rabmission to the aHotments of pro# 
vidence his c<mstaiit foith in God. " The last words I 
heard him atter,*' says Mr. Garrettson, were, " I feel my- 

18 
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self aa uoforofitable strf ant, but Jesas is {nr^doaS (ottiy sofd. 
I am BOW. reminded of what I have ofUsii loM die peo}^ 
m my preachin^g of the haziness ^ dying samla. I iioii^ 
see aBfd» aroiHid my bed, waiting to convey my b^ppj 
soul V^ heaven." At Dr. fiartlett's he met Bishop Asbary, 
in company with one of the preachers^ with whom he took 
sweet couiwel, heard hifi(i preach, and then pssssd on to 
Rhinebecky where be preached^ and 'found a few whoso 
hearts the Lord had touched, but felt somewhat distfsesed 
PB account of the iadiSareiice manifeBted by most of-tbe • 
people to the things of eternity. * P^hapsi \^ little thNight 
at that time, that this place was^ to becopae his fotore f»«l-i. 
denoe, connected lyilh a parHier in Kfe soadonraUy ^mlH* 
fied to participate in his joys sad sorroira. Fmi^ Kbiae- 
beck he went to Ho^on, and Ih^ce to Albany, (nsitng 
the iniermediate places,) wkere he preached ih the assem- 
bly room, but found mudi oppoi^on amevg the cidseos 
generaliy to the truths he detirered. A few, however^ 
bowed a willing obedience to the word; and a smiU soei? 
etgr secpjsd to be in a flourishing state. I» Scbenei^y 
alM he foniid a strong current of priyiMlice settig^ iaeg^iii^ 
^is endeavours to do.good, though he urm pf^suned to 
l^each in th^ Englisb church* Tbe^ good seed; however, 
sown in.thsse places, did not entisety^^'^fall by the way 
side," as soma imtc y^ Irving: who teomvnd theb flret reli- 
gious impressions under Mr. Oarrettsen^s preachii^, and 
how many will be fonnd " in that day," who can tell ? 

The following conversation which Mr.C^^rrettson relates 
shows the pemidous influence wMeh an erroneous doctime 
hasover the hear^ uid pncticesof some peoi^. '^ Mon- 
day, July 6,^' he s^, '* I set out on a journey to. the Bortli, 
and on my way I overtook an M gra^enan, who Mid, 
< I expect you are ft mtnister. OI it is a blMsed work if 
you areeplled to it. I am n follower of Christ, and know 
my peace made with God.' How, aasd I, do you knew 
that ? ' By the i^rit which he has given me.' Do you, 
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saiilI,kiiowtteift.yoarnii8Ai»&!:giveft~l Doyoil^ 

said I, live in sin? * Yes, w^ aw all dinners/ Pray, siiid 
I^ how casg^ou know your sins Ibigtven, if you live in sin t 
' I ha^ the iiftpoted rigfateoosness of -ClniBt, and it is no 
more £ thai do it, but sin that dwdls in me.' DonU you, 
^fad I,, swear sometimes I ^Swwir* yes, tod l/hare becfn 
drunk ^too, many times since L wail nSade a toiew creature, 
hat my isomfort is, I eannot M/ What, said I, wbuld 
haoonpe of your soul if you wen^ to die drunk 1 ' Die drunk ! 
what^wouM yot^ iMttk t6 see the sfin fell! was it ever 
imown tiMEt a saint died drunk f Impos^Ue I' WeU, said 
^ Jiocording to your doetiine, if ycfi always keepydurself 
iatpxic«led' n^h strong lifoor,. yoo will oei^r di«* Sin 
fljadeboan'^mortal ; but I cannot fed frpm Scripture that 
diunk«m^fls ibafces him immortal. " Bit^* said he, * I perv 
oeixe yeu^ate a rank Afminian, and I would not go the 
length of-foy^Aot to hear^ yon (nreacli, 4br you are an ao- 
cnser t>f the bn^rep ; and hcM out a very uneomtotaUa 
doctrine to God's dear children.' Pray, said I, to what den 
nominatioiir do you profess to belcmg^ * I am an old Eng- 
hshnum^ and n convert of Mr. WhiteMd's, and a New 
Light t^ profetekm, ftom the sole of my foot to th^^ciowii 
of my bead.'* Afler I endeavomred to set his danger befere 
fahn, I- willed him well;' and riding thirty miles I ibund 
great tibenyiao pie^Lch my dear Load's gospel, from the 
language of the jailer, ' What shall l«k> to be taMdV " 

Paasisg thmnigh the Country, and preaching to attentive 
congregationsi he came to Asfagrove, where he fyaad a 
number of kind ftiends, meiobers^f society, wiio had erect* 
ed a house of worriiip. He observes tluit when he first 
vi^ted that place, be found some Methodist emigrant^ fiom 
Ireland, most of whom, however, had become qdite luke- 
warm in rel^^on, but who were reanimate by his preach* 
ing, and quite a number of otl^ra weire awakened to a 
sense of the imifottance of feligion. On tbis cii^cult Mr; 
Darius Dunham imd been instrumental in the conversion 
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of a Qtimber of ^sools^ so that cm the pfesiRt visatdHn Q*at^ 
rettMHi fooiHl a thritiag society. 

Perhaps the Mkmng sketch of the rite of the society 
in Ash^tM^ may not be nainterestkif to tlie reader* It 
is taken chiefly, from a communication from the Rer. D. 
Braxton, published in the Methodist Magasine^ fer 1827. 
Before the iref ohitiolkary wur,^ Mr. Ashton eaa^rated from 
Ireland to this jrfaee, who, in con^mctionivMi Mr. Pb^ 
Embury — ^the same Embury who had been instrufpei^l 
in raising the isoeiety in 'New-York-?ferm)&d a soc^ty at 
Ashgroi^. It seemff that after the &rri?al-of the r^pak^ 
preachers from £D^hu|d^ ^^r. Embary not finding his ser- 
vices needed in New-York, In company ^wilh some odiers 
of the society, removed to this place. They had no h6fi> 
until the arrival of Mr John Baker, also an Irish emigrant, 
in the year 1786. After his arrivaH' he made several effi>rt8 
to obtain the assistance of some tiaveilii^ preacher, but 
was not sucoessfoi, <m account of the p^udlty oftheif num- 
ber, until 1788, when, in answer to, a petition sentto the 
conference, Mr. Leilfuel Smith was s^it to tales change of 
the society, under the diieetioB-^ Mr, Oarrettson. S0 
brought the society into- regular- order, and extembd h^ 
labours with effect into other; jrfaces. He was sucd^^nded 
by Mr. Dunham before menti^Mied. Thtsaoc^y may%e 
considered as the centre of Metho^tsn in^ih^ ucnrthem 
part of the country* 

Afler holding a quarterly meeting at A^igrove, whioh^ 
vras attended with^ signal di^ays of the power of Qod, 
Mr. Ofurr^tson returned to Albany, where he met the lUtle 
society. The next day he rodb to Dr. H.'8. His hotse 
being so lame as not to be aUe tO;carry him, beset offmi 
foot, and af):er travdlklg nearly tweoty mUes^ be eanie to 
Spencertown, where be jmaohed with^tnudi sayafo^ioiD* 
Notwithstanding much q>poBkion had been nUMte hem 
against the Work of God, he fdUnd it in a prosperolis stale. - 
In Slraffield, also, he found some souls brouf ht to .^ 
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peaeh m tiie Presbjrterm neeUag koom^ V»d feupid the 
Muatecuaod 4Mcq^ of a rerj caUKulic spirit, aAd-williog 
jto prMMte the eanae m wJ»cii ke «m eogigrtd. , Hero, 
$koj he fmmd the work of Gfod |Ni9«|Deriiig aader the 
labottre of Meam. BkiaJgttrii a«d Wiflen. TlMgh the 
impie ia :ihese iwtte, he. aejrs, hed heep nmek tronided 
with A;Btiiiooiieaiim, he fomd the |^0o«y dootri^e resed* 
h^ hefo^ Ahe naiii§jjl>emt of the soii of:triith« 

tiify 23, )te came to the towo MBtmm^ ta CoAaeotieiit, 
^^ere he^oand^a^iaiaher of fi^eeioBB «9«le,.to whom im 
pnaefaed io the <opeii air, theie beiof «o iaimf utmobM. 
ik^tMioi^maem^lAsawmn^^ Aftar tdOMtriuifg 

that h& bdieiEed the Lotd had a ineck io do m Oito placie, 
he records the fdhwfiAg inaidMMi:— 

« X was Bweedy drawn oat ji wrking :tiH aboitt ^i«d 
V-doek. AS'themaii of thphoaae.inM gone eat eariy in 
the nu»aag, I went into the ineadow to aafeeh^.qiy hprsa. 
He was tied with albngmpe to feed in 'the edge of the 
aieadow, and asl had hold of the rof^ gathernig Mm to 
Be, he gave a sudden jerk, and hy some maims tho it>pe 
fol around my acms and body so that. In less than half a 
maaate I was ^own, aad antirely. ber^ of :my senses. 
How long I ly in this siAnationy I know not; fer no p^- 
^ was near. see. I knew not who I itts,,ttor. wbcvel 
was. After lying, for a consideraUe^^timet in as much 
pain as if I had^been anaraakor wkeel, I si^ipese jr<jJling 
from side to side, I made an ^temftt to lay my heid on 
aiy hatfor aptllow, aad saw the two first letters 6f my name 
in my hat, and immedialely I knew myself, and cried out, 
is this peer O^rretiaam? Where is he, and What is the 
matter ? I received a small degree of knowledge, and arose 
from ^e earth, walked to the house,, and was laid upon a 
bed. Pro?identially *& skilful surgeon Was lit hand, who 
came to me and foandmy right shoulder dislocated,* and my 

*From the effocttf of thit accident he never fully recovered. 
18» 
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left Wtifiti Ihamb, i^nd shoold^, and wmre^ fio|ers^ mtmit 
strained, my body severdy brnised, and «eireral contun<Ni0 
on my head. S^eral assisted, and my shonlder wasre* 
placed, blood was let, and mytithec wounds bound upw 
Immediately after I wa^ bled I re«o?«red my senses a» 
perfectly as ever, and was enabled to loc^ up by ^wth to 
my bel6ved Saviour and received a sttong «o^&iefioe m 
him. Manyof the inhabitants of the iown eame in ipset 
me, and my soul was so happy that ^as coiistrained untt 
tears ta exhort all that came near. I Ihtnk I never hed 
80 strong a witness of perfect love. I n^s ^nabled t(^ UesB 
God for the affliction; and woi]ddnot«ha¥e had^itotllermae^ 
I do brieve it was rendered a bl^wi&g to the place. I 
desired a person to bc»70w a carrnge ; he did, and cuniod 
me as far as Oblong, BSkd the next day to Dover, wheve i 
received strength to prc^h^ a kirge ooi^cs^^alion ia tfags 
church, to administer the si^|p^mentloabout4wen^, and 
it was a powerfd time. The two fplk^ing days I lode 
about forty miles across mountidnfr dmost impassal^Jbi]: 
a carriage, and suflfered much pain; but my mind was 
sweetlgr calm and happy. 

" Wednesday I rode to Mr. Braiday's, still a<$^ompuii6d 
by my kind friend, A. Lion, who took tender care of me, 
for I was not aMe tot^omhRiy h^d, to dreps myself t>r to 
get in or out of the carriage withotit much pain, aad yet 
I was enabled toipreach with strength a«d freedom." 

F4^m thence he passed on through iDlewcastle, where lie 
held a meeting and witnessed a great dkrpiay of the po«rer 
of God; but finding hintoelf very feeble froin his ree^t 
M'dunda, he took a passage by water; and on Tue^y arrives) 
safely at New-Y<nk, where he remained eeven dbiys to re- 
cruit his stirettgtfa." The ardour of his soul in his Master's 
work would not ^rmit him Km^^ to remain tn the city. 
Though still suffering from the'effeets>of4)te recent brtt«Ms, 
he left New-York, iti eompany ndth a friend, to attei^ 
some appointments on I^ng Island. On Tuesday even- 
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kkgimptembB^ cuidk Hght ia Ntwtown, liad itonext 
daj^ the court house in the toim of Hempeiead. 

LoBg. Island has hecome seoiewhal ftuaoos m>the his- 
twy of our coontoy, «s being the theatre of much indivi- 
djial suffering in consequence of its having been occupied 
finr a considerable time by the invading^armieiB of Great 
Bril4|ki. But before this event, iMivas visited by some, of 
t^Wedeyan Methodist fnisaioBarles. Captain Webb, the 
efficient helper of IMr. Embary in New- York, as early as 
.1768, passed over to Long Island, preached in Jamaica, 
Newt^wn^ and some other pli^o^, with cpnsi^rable suc- 
cess, mapy^ souls being awak^ed and converted as seals 
to hb mipis^y. The j>ditical,t£Qpbtes, however, whieh 
soon succeeded these incipient attempts at planting Me- 
thodism in this plaoe, checked its progress for a season, 
aiidjhe whole island was almost entirely abandoned, dur- 
ing the. war, by ministers of all denominations. On the 
return of peace, in 1783, the :^ay was opened for spread- 
ing the gospel of the grace of God among the people. The 
Rev. Philip Cox w^s the first regular preacher stationed 
on Long Island. This was in 1784. He found many who 
h(|d not forgotten , the preaching 6f Captain Webb. He 
was succeeded in }785 l>y the Rev. Ezekid, Cooper, who 
preached extensively on the Island. Many to this day 
remembeV his zealous" efforts with gratitude. In 1786 Mr. 
Cooper was succeeded by the Rev. Tljpmas Ware. Great 
attention to the things of religion, was excited by these 
Hi^Q of Godv Mr. War^ was followed by the Rev. Messrs. 
Moriarty and Cloud, whose laboujrs were greatly owned of 
^od. In 1789, the time Mr. Garrettson visited the island, 
the Rev. Messrs. PhcBbus and John Lee were stationed 
there. At this.ttme there were two hundred and twenty- 
four members in the Church in the seperal societies which 
had been formed.* Mr. Garrettson visited most of the 

* The folio wipg acoouot, so illu^rative of the particular care 
vhich Ooil ete^cises oyer his peoplt) respecting the introdaciion of 
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I^nei^l (daeii in Use JWaAd wtore 4li&|j||Hiief)iSt pKi^Ii*> 
era could gi^ aceessr bot says tint ^liough he found so^ 
jveciotts soak who were Mea^u^^ after God, there 19^ si 

Metbodism into the town of Southhold, is related on the best aUtbo- 
rity ; having been taicen from the lips of those who were witnesses 
of the facts. - " 

In 1794 Methodism^was bron^t hifo Sealhbolil^^uid the mamiiii 
of its introduction is worthy to beuedbrded^as it wtlUhow.the e£|- 
cacy of prayer and ^ the peoiiUar agency of the Holy Spirit in the 
spread of the gospel. A Mrs. Moore, who had been converted to 
God through the instrumentality of the Blethodists, removed to this 
pUce; and although tfaertfwerer churches and mintstertjintvery 
remote from it, yet no very effieieiit mmm had been u«edto^hiii)d 
bp the cange of God, of t^ airreet the spread of iniquity. Living ft 
too.grei^ p. distance from that miniirtry which had been the ineans 
of her conversion, and finding in her villa|re tyro females like mind- 
ed with herself, they agreed to meet together every Monday even- 
ing, to pray that God would send sueha m^ister among them «s 
would feed their own souls, and be made the m^ans ef -airakeping 
the wicked i&habi^nts 6f the place. They inet accor^dingly two 
evenings et the kpvuafi qf Mr. P. Vail, who, at that time, was not a 
meinber of any church, but so far favourable as to gratify his wife 
in bringing her female friends to his house for prayer meetinjg. On 
the third night of their meeting, Mr* V., returning home wea^y 
^ from the business of the day, had retired about the time th^ usoatty 
met, which rendered it inconvenient to hold it that evening. This 
circumstance alino^t discouraged them, fearing that it arose from 
his dislike to the exercises, and that they should be deprived of this 
means of grace. However, they agreed to return home, and remem- 
ber individually befove God the great object for which they had met 
together. During the exercises of this evening they felt an ouupual 
spirit of prayer: Sister Moore in particular, who fsontinued uatil 
near midnight ; her whole soul waa drawn out to the Lord, nor 
could she be denied : the wickedness of the place and the want of 
an engaged ministry were continually before her. At the close of 
this struggle she felt an assurance that God had heard them, at- 
tended with these words, ** I have heard tfaeU' cry, imd I am come 
down to deliver them ;" and so stropg was this conviction that s)m 
began to praise God for what she kn^w he would do. 

At this very time Wilson Lee, a Methodist minister, was in New- 
London, and had his trunk on board a vessel to go to his appoint- 
ment in New- York. Waiting for a passage over night, the wind 
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lim^HftUe spirit, of indilference to t&e tliifigs of rc^gion 
manifeated bf most of the |)e(^e, and a determinedoppo* 
aitbii evineed by, o^«rs. > 

.Among olher things which have tended to retard the 
pfogreos of Methodism on this island^ is the prevalence 
of doakeriun as held and pKopagated h^ Elias Hicks. 
Whelber his peculiar phrinci)^ were ihiM^ developed at 
the time of which we are now' s^yeaJshtg^ I cann^at isay, but 
a9 he: was one of the ohiest ministers of that society, 
and a^ he was raised:up.on Longlsland, and devoted much 
of bis tiai6 to the propagtKton ofhis principles, it is highly 
probable that the minda of the people over wbi<^he has 
bad^nfluenee, have been for a Ibng time Unctured, I might 
pfiirhaps say poisoned^ with his peculiar notions. It is not 
&Gai h^rsay that I assej^t thjit he undervalued the sacred 
ScE^^tureB, set aside ^le proper Deity and atonement of 

being contrary, he felt an unusual struggle for the 'salvation of souls; 
attende4 ^ith a constant impression to cross the sound to Long 
Island. Never hayiiig been.tbere, and hiiving his work in another 
direction, he endeayoured for sortie time to dismiss it, bat perceiv- 
ing that it still (bllowed him, resolved, if his way were opened, to 
proceed It should be observed that his peculiar exercises in New* 
London were- on the -same night, aiid almost al the same^hour, in 
which these piout fconales were engaged in prayer on Long Island. 
Nextmofning on going to the wharf, he found a sloop ready to 
sail for Soutbhold, and believing his call now to be from the Lord, 
immediately went on board. Making inquiry on his landing if there 
were any praying people in'the place, he was immediately directed 
ttf the hdtise of Mrs. Moore, "who seeing him coming, and knowing 
a MelhoduBt ounister fto0 his ap|>earance, she, without a personal 
acquaintance or previous introduction r came out to the. door, and 
said, ^ Thou blessed of the Lord, coma in !" He then told the end 
for which he came, and related the peculiar providence which had 
durected him on his way, and she, in turn, the circumstance of their 
prayer meeting, and, the asMrande they received that Ood had 
Igird them. A oongfegation was soon collected, and ho who had 
felt such a desire for the salvation of souls, found here a ready peo« 
pie to whom the word of the Lord was attended with power. Shortly 
^rwards a oUas was formed, and from that period to this MBtfaod^ 
ism has oontiimed in thii place. 
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Christ, avd evenly denounced all oUler minion aft hme^ 
lings, their modes (^worship as the eiffiipriDg of sopecs^ 
tion, Bible, Missionary, and^other ben^olent eecieties as 
miscjiievous in their design and tendency^ These piP^jin- 
dices, to be sure, were> mingled with an apparent spirit of 
piety, and a commendalde z^al lor the operatimi and in* 
dwelling of the Holy Spirit, thereby jfaeilitating the pr^ 
gress of his perniciovs enrolls;* At. an early petiod of the 
settleiAent of the Islandythese people established soeietiea, 
and so far as their influew^e extended, they jveseaied- a 
powsrftd barrier to the progress <tf the distinguiiihiag doo 
trines preached by Mr« GarretlsMi aivi his associates. The 
east end and interior of the Ishuidiiy^re settled principal 
by emigrlints ia»a New-£n|^d, most of whcnn had thek 
minds strongly imbued with j^e peculiarities of the Oil*' 
vinistic creed, and were of coufse arerse to those points 
of Methodism which came in C9ntact trith unconditionai 
election and reprobation. . And perhaps there are na peio« 
]^e to be found on our continent who manifest a stnmger 
tenacity in adhering to the traditions of their fath^s than 
the inhabitants of Long lalaod. T« this rigid adherence 
to what they hadjearly been taught, the^y in general, espe- 
cially in the interior of the, Idandt join great simplicity 
of manners, an unostentatious show of piety ,^ and great 
economy in their household afl&irs,. together with a regular 
exterior deportment These appear to have been, and are 
at the present day, the characteristic peculiari^es of the 
inhabitants of Long Island. Some of these traits o^^ia^: 
racter are undoubtedly favourable to the reception of the 
gospel, unless when accoinpanied with a pharisaical right- 
eousness, while some of their tenets are no less unlavouro 
able. The power of God^ however, in many places, 
* It is bat justice to remarlL Uwt a great portion of the sooietias 
of this denomtnation denounce the peeuliarities of Blias Hicks, 
and have made strenuous efforts to check the (irogress of his doc- 
trines. These are now distinguished from him and his followers by 
being called the " Orthodox Friends." 
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aeeoutp&aied tfte delivery af Mft word by th% Methodist 
p^a^^rs, imd made it ike iDfitrtnaaenl of stlvetioii to the 

-After the third tethr aroaad tt^s di^rietj in whith he 
feond a gradoal^spFead of ttiem^oric of God, andincrease 
to tb^ se^er^ societies which had been formed, Mr. Gar« 
reiCboii ser off to attend ''The Council," as it wtis called. 
it'Mems ftet in* consequence of the -great increase* of 
preeehers, and their exteadkig themselves over so large a 
tinu^t of <5ountry^ measures had been devised to supersede 
Ike neeeisi^'of their wsstooMmg altdge^ier in one phice 
aiiiinaN|r. It had l>een the praetice of Mr. Wesley from 
tltet^se 1^ commenced emMing the preachers together in 
ocmfeo^eBce, to assemble them once a y^ar in th^ same 
[dace. At the beginning #f Meth^dlBm in this country, 
aamilar plan was adc^d; hot in cdnsetj^ebee of the 
gr^it^eattekit'of eo^ilry oiier which tlve- pr^ehers ^read 
Hiemtdvesy h waiB'Sbon fonnd inconvenient for them all to 
convene aqjivallf at the same place* To remedy this 
kMsonvenience several conferences wer^ held in the same 
jiear, but the acts of one conH^ence were not considered 
bmding Unices they ^weve sanctioned by ;Uiem all ; and a» 
this eoald not be generally expected, it was plainly seen 
^tthis me^od of doing things tended to the dissolution 
of^ebody« 

Sneh wae the state ^^lun^s when it was resolved to 
hive a ComieS^ It was to consist of the bishops and pre- 
si^ng eiders, provided that it should never consist of a 
less number than nine. The ibUawiftg members composed 
the first ConneMy which me^ki BaMtnore t^pe first day of 
December, 1T89^:-ju. 

Francis Asbury, bishop ; PhiHp Bruce, Freeborn Gar- 
iRtson, Josepb Everitt, John Dickins, Nelson Reed, Rich- 
ard Ivey, Reuben BWs, Edward Morris, James CVKetly, 
Lemuel Green, James O. Cromwell, elders.- 

It was soon perceived that, this method of conducting 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



SOS LIPB OF THE 

the affidrs of the Ctmrch wss very far ftonrb^g si^biM^ 
tory, and heoce the GouDcil assembled only the memA 
time. After attendhig this fvst Couttcil, Mr. GarceltMm 
observes, **I was resolved, God being my hel]ier, to ^ 
more than ever en^iged in the Messed work of Grod, it 
being my earnest' prayer that the flame in ^ nordi. might 
equal what I had witnessed in the ^oiilh. On *my retarn 
I f^It eomethtng of it in PhHadelpya, ai^<wben I«ame4o 
New-York, I preached with an enlargement cfsonl which 
I had never before experienced in that city. JL believed 
that the brethren Would have glorioas times, and so it 
came to pasa^ for in a few daya alter ?left the city a most 
gracioas W0rk eomraenced first in a prayer mee^ng, ex- 
tending itself to the congregation;. and I saw>and feit 
something of the samf flame in many places on the dis- 
trict, in my wifiter visitations.'' 

Soon after this Mr. Crarrettson set ofl'on^a tour through 
some parts of Connecticut and Mass^husetts on bis way 
to Boston. In order to show the diligence aijd z^ with 
which he usually discharge his duty, and the manner in 
which he was received in this part :of the country, the fol- 
lowing extracts from his Journal are given :— * 

** Having stayed a few dayrin the city, on Wednesday, 
June the 2d, aceompHnied by Harry who is to travel with 
me this summer, I rode as far as Miles's Square, and preach- 
ed to more pec^ than could get into the house. In the 
evening! rode to brother M.'^, at East Cheater, and fisit 
myself not so much drawn out as I could have wiidied. 

" Thursday 3d, the appointment was in New Rochdle 
church, whei;| I preached from, ' O my dove which «rt in 
the defls of the rock,' d2rc. I ha4 a degree of freedem 
wliile comparing the Church to a dove; but sMve ndiiie 
speaking of the rock and the secret places of the staiilt' 
and when I came to speak on the titter part of the text, 
' Let me see thy countenance, let me hear thy voiee; for 
sweet is thy voice and thy countenance is comely,' I 
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wmBmuzh drawn out, aii^ a eoiaU moving ran ibrooi^ the 
people. In the evening I retired tn brother S/s and was 
wmy ooniibrtable ii^ a kind fiumly^ and blessed be God I 
&U my eonl somewhat refreshed. 

'' Friday 4th, we had a solemn meeting at the Plains. 
Tbougfa it was a wet day many came to hear the word ; 
and gave great attention. My mind js sweetly 4rawn to 
Jove the ways of the liord. i found great freedom to de- 
scribe the pure in he^t. 

. ''Saturday 5th, we met in Kipg-street: more people 
gathered than the hoose could contain, and I found great 
eoborgement in speaking. Harry exhorted after me to the 
admiration ^ the people. When I came into the house I 
found a nan extremely ill with the colic. I ordered him 
to drink a pint of cold water, and he was relieved in less 
than three minutes. I returned to Brother C.'s and was 
very comfortable. 

" On the Lord^ day we m^t in North Castle church, 
where I was surrounded by a listening multitude while I 
explained, ' A King shall reign in righteousness,' 6t,c, I 
found great freedom to speak the word, and we had much 
of the divine presence. Again in the afternoon I was ena- 
Ued to expatiate on Matt, xxii, 12, * Friend, how camest 
thou hither not having on a wedding garment?' I think 
ihare were more people than I had ever seen together in 
this place. I suppose Bedford court house would not have 
c(mtainedhalfthepe<^e,80thatIwasoldigedtostand under 
the trees : many of the rougher kind of pe(^e attended, 
some of whom did not behave very orderly. It is not com- 
mon to be threatened with stoning in this country; the 
chUdren of the devil would threaten a long time before they 
^would venture (m such a work, for the laws are very strict 
Und the greater part of the people favour religion. In the 
evening I reUred to brother L.'s, and I trust enjoyed the 
4som|»anyof my blessed Master. 

" Monday 7tb, preached at brother B.'s in the manor 
19 
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U) a crawdetf 8a«em^ frmm ' A8 Sili|»l»i« is gifM liy 
htspirationafOod/^te. I hwi gtwd liberty to po«t o«t 
the benefit efimr gknriow dlBpeiMtioa. Onr dear Lofd 
owned hi« blessed word, and my spirit 4id refoiee in CM 

my Saviour* 

'*Thor8<tey 8th/ nnay more came togfellier at bre«iier 
H.'s titan coold ci^wd into the honee: we had a joylld 
season ; my own spirit is ^ed with sweetness. The peo* 
pie of this circuit are amazingly fond of hearing Harry^ 

'^ Wednesday 9thy I rode to Sing Sing and had a» at- 
tentive audience while I enforced, * Now the just shall lire 
by fitith/ 6be. Fhare not preached a sermon with nMiie 
sweetness stnee I left New- York. In the afternoon, at 
Genera! Van €ourtland*B, near Croton rifer, I had great 
comfort while declaring, * It is God that justiileth, who 
is he that condemneth V *^ 

** Thursday 10th, though a wet day, the church at — — 
was well filled and I had much pleasure in describing the 
walk and prosperity of the blessed man, Psalm i» 1^ 2, 3, 
and in the afternoon the M Enf^ish church was neariy 
flHed. I showed that, ' He that is bom of God doth not ' 
commit sin,' 6lc. Harry, though it was a beatry cross, ex- 
horted afterwards. I lodged at the old gbf emor's, where 
Iivas comfortaUe with a kind family. The governor was 
gone hx to the west to make a treaty with the Indians. 

" I htgUy approve of the conduct of our statesmen tf- 
specting the poor Indians. On the frontiers of other SUtes 
tfaey> encroach on the Indians' property ; here they ha^e 
made a large purchase from them, and it is a rare thing 
to hear of an Indian's kiUing a white person^ 

''Friday 11th, I rode over the highlands and at three 
o'clock preached to a large congregation among tl^ 
mountains : in this place our gracious Lord has* raisdV 
many from the dead. I feH my heart much div^ among 
the people while I ei^lained St John's advice tp and ac- 
count of the church of Philadelphia. 
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h$d to send five milet ftfter Ibom, and jwl-its I was detw* 
Bdidi^ tomtoni^B fti9t ihe mm htw^^ Ihem to th^ 
door. We got to the place in good time ; hot i^^y wa3 
Tery wet and the house so v«ry leaky that we had a^is- 
^ff«eable time «t FishkiU. In this place the Lovd hath 
fpwmk ps a few good souls, mud I trust that we shall h%v0 
a ^^fecious gathering. 

^''.Mopdisy, early in the numiing we setout 4nd called w 
Uie^^on of the widow at whose house preaching was tim 
day before : he was in deep distress of soul, and I trust it 
rniM. not be long before he shall be set at liberty. ' In the 
afternoon I preached to a crowd of pe^le from Ezeki^Vn 
vieion of the dry bones, and I trust there was a ahaking 
among ihe people who came iroqa almost all parts of 
Oswego, some perhaps Irom «urioMty to hear Harry; 

'' Tuesday 15th, I had but a aiB»ll «9iigsegation a^isem^ 
Ued IB a bam at a new {rfaoe aiAQiig the Fffenhyterm^ : 
the next day I preached at lUiinetoek, and spent the dair 
Showing comlbrtahly with my ^M firmd, E. Sands, Es^. 

^'Ftiday IBtb, I advan<^ ^ommri tibe .Cold flfsruii» 
and preached i^ my good friend Rowe'a from, ' Loose him 
and let him go.' Spent an hour with Dr. Bartlelt imd, had 
a eomfbrtable meeting at Mr. Lssris's. Jiaawi k ^cious 
to me; his ways ase d^igbtfal. 

'^SatuHby idth, I rode «o l|r. Hmack'a, where I 
pveached iaiheaAeraoon. I had great firpedem to pBeaah 
Htmi ^ in hell lie Med ;up his eyes,* dtc. Hury leahosted 
after qk with moah fi cad e m . 

'<Jane20tfa. Thisdaylam met by aChnvahmanwho 
desired me to come and pray (with Ms family t Idideowith 
Jreedom ; then wde on to Simwn, where 1 pseaahed to 
ipbouttee th ons an dpeopte upfar the trees faim^'Oay 
dove, thou art to the c|aAs^«heiieck^*tfDC Iwasmnah 
drawnxngwdgrcwtattralMNiwaBpudlatliowoid. The 
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devil strives very hard to hinder the spreading of the gos^ 
pel in this town : bat blessed be God, many are under 
awakenings and I think the kingdom of Satan wiH be 
greatly shaken. 

*' Monday 21st This was a day (^ great trid to me 
arising from a very plausible story told of one who I believe 
was entirely inqocent of the charge. My heart was pained 
iHthin me, hot I could not convince those who were the 
accusers of his innocence. In the afternoon I was Miged 
to preach m the open air again for want of room tn the 
bouse. 

'' 28d. This morning I called a few together and exa- 
mined into that strange affitir, and am convinced of the 
innocence of the accused. I rode about fifteen miles and 
preached in the Presbyterian meeting house to some 
hundreds from, * If the righteous scarcely be saved, where 
shall the ungodly and sinner appear.^ It is encouraging 
to see such hearers affected under the word. I am inform- 
ed that when I preached in this meeting house last spnng 
Mr. G., who wa8x>ne of my hearers, was very much touch- 
ed, and a few weeks ago died a penitent I have great hope 
for the people of thb town. I had a comfortable time at 
R , IBsq.y who has a friendriiip for us. 

^* Wednesday 23d, I rode about twelve miles to I^toh* 
field, and was surprised to find the doors of the Episcopal 
church open and a large congregation waiting for me. I 
preached firom, ' Enoch walked with God,' and I beUere 
good was done. I left Harry to preach another sermon and 
went on to the centre of the town ; the bell rang and I 
inreadied to a few in the Preebyterian meeting house, and 
lodged with a kind Churchman. 

'' I preached in the skirts of the town where I was op- 

I»«^*>y who made a great disturbance. Iloldhi0|' 

the enemy had smh him topick np the good seed, tivned 
my back on him, and went on my way accompanied by 
brother W. and H. where I found another waiting com* 
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p«ft)F, ta tnodmr part of the Iowa, to whom I ^dared, 
^^afupi ye repeat ye bImM all likewiae periah.' la this 
towB we kave gkea the 4eTM and the wicked araoh troih 
Me ; we have « few good frieada. 

** Friday S6th, we rode Ibarteea miles'thitNigh the rata, 
maaype^le gathered, aad I foaad freedom to deeiare/ If 
weeay that we hkte ao ain we deeeive ooraehrea :' several 
wereia teara, aad there waa a ehakiog atnoag the peo{^. 
The aqoire aad aererai other Calviaiats came out to coa« 
veiee oa the disputed poiataofaaeoadHioBal eleotioa aad 
reprobaUoo, the freedom of the wiH, aad the perseferaace 
of the jiatata. I had to diacoarse wiUi them uatM aearly 
mdaight, aad I heliei^ aome of them were much shaken. 
We have hard work to plaot what they oall Araiiaiaaiam 
in this county : we stand in need of the wisdom of the 
aerpent and the harmlessnesa of the dove. . 

^* Batorday 36tb, I rode a few miles and preached to ib 
Gompaay of people assembled io a bara ;^y text was, * Bot 
detirer as from evil.' I had a coosiderable degree of flree- 
dom ia eafordag the aeeesaity of heiag delivered from all 
sin ; some believed it and aome did aot; among the rest 
oae good old ana who came a coMiderahle distance oa 
foot, said the Lord is with us uid I am satie^ed. A few 
weeks ago he was a warm pleader fbr the uncoaditioaal 
decrees ; bat aow he sees diflfereatly. 

" Saaday 27th, I preached ta Farmiagtoa to about three 
haadred people, aad had. great iRreedom ia ^lowiag that 
Christ ta^ed death for every maa, aad that as the way was 
opea, if they did aot repeat they would justly be damaed. 
There are a few precious souls here who cleave to our 
doctrine and have united to our society. 

^<26th, we set out for Bostoa, rode IMeea miles, stop- 
ped at Hartford, aad preached ia the court house to five 
or six haadred people, who seemed to give great heed 
to the words which were spokea i iidiile Harry gave an 
exhortation some rude people behaved very uncivifly. The 

19» 
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two fcUowing 4ays we ttftv^Ued and trrivad at Wotc^eiler 
about four o'clock, wbere I was kiiidlj eBt^rtaioed hf 
Mr. Cbankr, bot tbe pe(^le q»peared to have a aiBiH 
ahare of religion: I went ftom^me end of the town -to the 
other and could get no one to cypen the coivt honae and 
gather the people* I went to the honae of the Bev. Mr. 

B * I was asked to take tea. I drew near, and 

inquired if it was not costonary to adc a hlesMi^ t 
No, said he, not over tea: I then drew back fropa the 
table : his countenance changed, and he said in a tay 
short manner, * Ton may ask a Uessmg over your dirii.' 
Pinching want might drive me to eat and dmik in saeh 
a case. I had an hour's conversation with him* It is 
lamentable for masters in Israd to deny the power d 
religion. 

"Tuesday, July. 1st, we rode through a very pleasant 
country ; I never saw more elegant buildings in a country 
place than those |hat surround Cambridge, and the col- 
lege has an impoung i^pearance. I got into Boston^ 
about seven o^clock, after riding forty-^ght miles. I 
boarded Harry at the master Mason for the Africans, and 
I took my own lodgings with a furivate gentleman, who had 
been a Methodist in England, but has, I fear, fallen from 
the spirit of Me^odism. 

" Sunday 4th, I attended church in tbe mornin|^ and 
gave great uneasiness to the people with whom I lodged 
on account of my not communing. I never in my life saw 
such a set of communicants, dressed in the height of the 
mode, and with all the frif^ry of fashion — so much of 
the world in their manners and appearance that my miod 
was moflt easy to look on. In the afternoon I preached 
in a meeting house which had formerly belonged to Dr. 
Mather* Monday evening likewise in the same place. 
Tuesday I went from end to end of the town and visiisd 
several who were friendly, a few of whom were formerly 
Methodists, but I fear they are not such in praottoe. I 
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a^pg«d the me of the netliiif kHMe, tad a plaee for a 
pnMielMr to board, mad. on Wedaeadaj aet out for Profi* 
da n a r I had rode but about Ibnrty milaa wImb I aMt 
b f o tf io r Lae, and while we were aiuingon oar horaaa talk- 
iagy an oM gentkiaaD rode op and asked oa to go to his 
boi»o and pceaeb that night : we went and had a eomfivt. 
able meetiag/ and I alao preached the next monung: 
^Am dinner we parted ; brother Lee eonaented to go to 
BoBlMi and make a trial there nntil I coold send another 
pf oac ii er . I reached Prorideace about fire o^dock ; the 
beM rang, and I had an opportunity of preaching in good 
old Mr. Snow's meeting honse. 

** Friday fHhf I had a sweet time in retkenent, and in 
the evening addreased a larger eongregatkm tlnm I had 
the night befiure. 

** Sonday Itth, with freedom I preaebed in the morning 
ataix o'clock. I officiated all day for good Mr. Snow, and 
at aix Hairy pveached in the meeting boose to more than 
one tiMMuand peojde. I appoioted to preach the nezt4nom- 
ing at fi?e o'clock, and I suppose three hundred people 
attended to hear my last sennon. I had a aweet time in 
Providence. I hare no doubt hot the Lord begun a good 
work in many hearts. I left many in tears. I left town 
aboitt nme o'clock, rode about thirty-five milea, and lodged 
at Colonel P— -^'s, whom I found to be a very kind man, 
and I trust the fiuaily were stirred up: the daughter 
seemed to be much affected. 

*' Tuesday 13tb, I rode forty-five miles tp Hartford, and 
fHreaefaed the n«rt evening to as ill behaved an audience 
as I have ever seen in New-England. The peof^ of 
this place, with a few exceptions, seem to be fast asleep 
in the arms of the wicked one. The following night I 
preached again, apd soaie of what are called the gentry 
behaved so ill that I was under the necessity of breaking 
up the meeting and declining to preach by caudle light. 

'' Sunday. 18th, I preached again in the state bouse, to 
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a few wbo gftv« aHmtion* I sede to W— Ihariflrid «iul 
pwanhad ai «l6«en o'llloek, and lifceviaa al two o'elook^ 
and then relnmed and praaolMdat Hactfeffd at fiveo*«ioek 
lo about two iMwdvod patpla. I an appMhwdvo fioai 
tfM ttalo or feligioB in tUs plaoe tiMt the mniflin do 
not OBJoj the life and power of rdigion ; they eeeoi to be 
so MKXtthed orer that tbef caanot with any deg t ee ai 
patleace bear to hear of the oamal mind, or any mentaoa 
ofhdl. 

'' Thuraday, I preaohed with freedom at ^armingte«, 
and on Toeaday morning I ga? e an exhortation on the 
subject of baptism, and baptized foorteen adoits and chd^ 
dren, and we had a sweet tine, and then rode to Litch- 
field and pveaohed to a serious company. I have no 
doubt that the Lord has begtm a good work in this town^ 
Brother W-^*«- is a rery acceptable preacher'in thtf new 
circuit, and the Lord owns his labours. 

'* I lodged at Mr. O 's, and had a long ooarersatioo 

with him and his brother, who related a very aingriar 
circumstance, which was as fellows :-*-The broker (as 
they both infemed jne) was Intended for a Presbytwiaii 
minister ; he had gone through hie course of study, and 
as a probationer be had begun to preach, and I doubt not 
from what he informed me but that he was acquainted 
with inward religion. He fancied that if he was called 
to preach the Lord would endue him with a gift of mira*' 
cles, and he concluded that he would preach no more until 
he obtained th%t gift. He began to fast, and after he had 
fasted eight or nine di^s, minkters, people, and phfm* 
clans came around him, telling hi« that he would ^rtly 
be a dead man unless be took some nounshment-^-at 
another time they endeavoured to force him to eat, but to 
no purpose. He told me that he did not eat a mouthfol 
of victuals during forty days, and only drank water and a 
few times a little small beer. He likewise UA4 roe that 
nothing went through his body for forty days. His bro- 
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ihBT, who I trust is a man who fears the Lcnrd, professed 
to be an eye witness of the truth of this statement ; he 
was with him most of the time, and said that during the 
forty days he did as much work as he himself was able 
to do, who eat four or five times a day. When we would 
come in from work, intid he, he would take nothing but a 
little water or a little small beer, and then go to work 
again. From the tenth to the nineteenth day of his fast^ 
be seemed somewhat feeble, but after that he grew strong 
tuid looked nearly as fresh and wall as he ever^did, and 
continued to labour hard during that time : after the forty 
days were ended, he eat as hearty as usual, and found no 
injury from it, though the physicians warned him that in 
so doing he rbked his life. Before this he was much 
exercised about the doctrines peculiar to Calvinism, and 
had renounced them. When I saw him I found him a 
belie?er in the same system of free salvaticm which the 
Methodists hold out, and he has begun boldly to pieach 
again. 

'* Saturday I rode as for as Cornwall, and {weached at 
^nire Rogers's. I found that the Lord had begun a Uesa* 
ed work in this town when I preached here before, so I 
rode to Canaan, where I was comfortable* 

''Sunday 25th, I preached in Canaan to about five 
hundred people, fi:om Matt xxv, 14, 15, the paraUe of 
the talents. The Lord was with us : ihe work in this 
I^ace is moving on. I have circulated a subscription for 
the building of a church here. Brother Bloodgood was 
with me ; as it was too warm in the house I preached in 
the open air. Harry preached after me with much ap- 
I^ause. I rode in the afternoon and preached in Salis- 
^y^ in a part of the town in which I had never before 
preached, and I think I have never seen so tender a meet- 
^^g in this town before, for a general weeping ran through 
*e assemUy, eq>ecially while Harry gave an exhortation. 
The Lofd is carrying on a blessed work in this town, 



d by Google 



216 Wtt OF «9B 



of God, wilh frtedon, «Bd io the oftoiiMii mt toother 
Hajwobd's firon, * If our goqi^l he hid it is hid to thMi 
that Are lest' One ourdess ivoiiiui WM broofht under 
eoncerpy so that shordj after she we»t home, sfap vetamod 
and opMied to ne the etale of her mind, and af^NNrnd te 
be in great dialDess indeed. 

" Tuesday, July 27th^ between two huge mountaiasthe 
morning i4>peaffed very beauttftd^ and I was very nHMi 
delighted with the prospect when the Batumi sun had 
arisen and yhminajt^ the earth with bis bright teams^ 
but one much brighter Son dodi arise to ebea the mkidy 
'even the Sun of righteousness. At four o'clock I preaoi^ 
ed on uioth^ beautifol mountain, in a Presbyterian meet>> 
ing house, to about three hundred people who gave heed 
to the things 'Spoken. The people on diis momitaan ave 
so far convinced that they appear to receive the goepei. 
When we first came to this mountaia the people weae 
much prejudiced, but are now more reconciled, and thefe 
IS a prospect of a society. 

^Wednesday, luly 2dth, I had a ewoei tiaie at^the £» 
naee, and sent on Harry to supfrfy my afternoon^ «ppoifla> 
ment I rode twelve miles with two disc^es^ iMid had 
an opportunity to see a distressed woman, Mrs. h^ — ^n^ 
who has alflsest lost her reason. I endeeiroured to ee»- 
v&tBB With her, but I was too late. They are very mtt<^ 
engaged to give her medical aid, but a revelatiea of tli6 
love and favour of God alone can relieve her. 
^ ''July 29th, I rode to Hndson, where I fi>Mid the 
people very curious to hear Harry. I therefore 'declined 
preaching that their curiosity might be satisied* The 
different deaominations beard him with muoh.admkaties, 
and the Cluakers thought that as he was nnlearned ke 
must preach by immediate inspiration. 

" Friday 30th, 1 i^Miit part of the day in plaamng a new 
church in ^ns city, and m the eveniiig preached to eewal 
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Inndred people with coiifMerable fireedon ftom/ Hhn 1^ 
hoDoareth me I will honour/ d&c, and I think I never wit- 
neaeed a more solemn tim» in this place. The people of 
this city drive away their convictions by the love of the 
werid. I have freqnmdy seen fine prospects here which 
were soon gone. 

" Saturday Slst, crossed the North river^ rode twelve 
milest and preached among the mountains. The Lord is 
deepening his woi^ among these poor peq>le. The soci- 
ety is youngy but growing.'* 

, In die month of October he attended the conference in 
the city of New*York. 

We may form some idea of the extent and nsefiilness 
of the kboitrs of Mr Garrettson and those associated with 
faim^ from the feet that there had been an increase of two 
ehonsMid' five hundred and Ibrty-seven church members 
during the three years of hard^toil in this part of the 
country. When he commenced his labours here in 1788 
there weie only four circuits, namely, New-Tork, L(^g 
Uand, t^jf Rochelle, and Dutchess; but in 1791 there 
were twdve ciremts, namely, New«York> Long Island, 
New RocheUe, Dutchess^ Columltta, New Britain, Cam-* 
bvidge, Albany, Saratoga^ Otsego, Newburg, and Wyo- 
namg. This one district at that iime con^rehended nearly 
the whole territovy now included in the New* York eon* 
finrence, consisting of seven dis^iets, numbering eighty 
eivcnits and stations, and one hundred and sixty-three 
eftctive preachers. 

Bj this estimate those who now come among us may see 
what their fiithers_ in the gospel bad to encounter, the 
immense labours they performed, and the consequent 
privations they mo^ have endured, as well as tie asto- 
aisbing success vrhktYi accompanied their exertions in the 
cause of their Master. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 



End of the prinied journal— Division of hii diftrid— Visits AUMt* 
ny— Moots with Bishop Asbnry— Attends Gonfereiiee-*His ie«ii- 
mony of Bishop Asbnry's ozeoUences— Account of the Shaken- 
Tour into the new settlements— State of the country— Work of 
God revivee— ProTidential escape from danger — Visits the eastern 
part of his district— Meets Bishop Asbury, and conrerses with him 
on church ^rernment — Attends general Conference in BaltimofB 
—Mr. O'Kelly's division— lU elfeets— Visits his friends in Mary- 
land—Returns to New-York— Passes Uirouf h his district — Hlf 
marriage. 

Thb printed journal of Mr. Garrettson, by whkb I 
have been so much assisted thas far, ends with the con- 
tents of the preceding chapter ; and his manoscripta from 
this period are not very ?olaminoiis, although he contiiiued 
occasional notices of the exercises of his mind^ as well as 
of his public labours. From these and from oUier docu- 
ments within reach, I shall endeavour to fill up the re- 
mainder of the years of his devoted life— devoted exclu- 
sively to the best of all causes^ the cause of man's salvation. 

At the conference of -1791, the district over which Mr. 
Oarrettsdb had presided with so much honour to himself 
and usefulness to others, was divided into two : the south- 
ern part, including Newburg, Wyoming, New-York, New 
Rochetle and Long Island circuits, was placed under the 
oversight of the Rev. Robert Cloud ; Dutchess, Columbia, 
New Britain, Cambridge, Albany, Saratoga, and Otsego, 
formed the district of Mr. Garrettson. On the 11th ei 
June he arrived in the city of Albany, found the labours 
of the preacher had been much blessed, and that he bad 
succeeded in erecting a house of worship, which Mr. Gar- 
rettson dedicated to the service of Almighty Qod ; after 
which, in company with the preacher, he went through 
the city from house to house, soliciting contributions to 
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aid in paying for their newly-built house. They coUected, 
however, in the whole, only forty pounds or one hundred 
doUars. From Albany hettaTelled wpst as far as Johi»> 
town, where he contracted for a lot of ground mkd engaged 
the workmen to bnild a- house of worship. 

In consequence of the division of bts district, Mr. Gar- 
rettson was enabled to fifi up more Of the intermediate 
places, and to spend more time in regulating the societies 
and setting things in order. Having ddne all he couM 
for the ^ little flock*' in Johnstown, he returned to Albany, 
and from thence jpassed on to Hudson, and visited the 
western part of Connecticut, preaching in all the towns 
^ongh which he passed where he could^btain a place to 
preach in until he came to Farmington, where he met 
Bishop Asbury. 

From the time Mr. Asbury had been consecrated to the 
office of a bishop, according to the rules of the Discipline, 
he had travelled at large through the country, meeting the 
ptieacfaers^in their several conferences at times and places 
most convenient for them and advantageous to the work 
ia which they were engaged. It was customary when he 
came within the bound§ of a presiding elder's district, for 
the elder to accompany him from place *to place, that from 
a personal inspection of the work, he might be able to 
oversee the whole to the better advantage. And this 
personal and efficient superintendency devolved prin* 
cipally upon Bishop Asbury, as Dr. Ck>ke, though denomi- 
lotted a joint superintendent with him, was generally in 
Europe during the interval of the conferences. To Bishop 
Asbury, therefore, the preachers looked for direction in 
iiH important matters, and next to him to the presiding 
elders of the districts. At this time Mr. Asbury came into 
this district, and accompanied Mr. Gairettson through 
Litchfield- and ComwaH to Canaan, where they held a 
quarterly meeting, and thence to Albany, where Mr. As- 
bui^ preached five times in the new raeetiftg house. Here 
20 
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the preachers assembled and " held/' says Mr. Oarretison, 
*' a little eonference," and one of the brethren was set 
apart to the office of a deacon. From thence they ** tra- 
velled through Coey man's, Hudson, Rhinebeck, and Nine 
Partners, and on Saturday and Sunday held a quarterly 
meeting not far from Oblong, where a vast concourse of 
people assembled, so that the meeting house, though large^ 
would not contain one third of the people; they therefore 
withdrew to the woods, and many seemed to receive the 
word with joy.'' From thence they went on south to Peeks- 
kill and lodged at Governor Courtlandt's. In the " roori^- 
ing," says Mr. Garrettson, *' I was. under the necessity of 
parting with Bishop Asbury. We had had a pleasant time 
together, and I felt a continual calm in my soul, and could 
not leave him without reluctance. I am satisfied th^t he 
possesses the qualifications of a primitive bishop." This 
testimony to the qualifications of Mr. Asbury as a bishop 
in the Methodist Episcopal Church is the more valuable 
as it comes from one who had |>een for a considerable 
time his intimate friend, had frequently heard him preach, 
been in his private and public councils, and who knew 
how to estimate true worth of character. And it is no 
little recommendation of- Mr. Garrettson that such a man 
as Bishop Asbury reposed the most unlimited confidence 
in his integrity and faithfulness in the cause of his divine 
Master. 

Mr. Garrettson continued his itinerary visits through his 
district, often cheered by crowded congregations hanging 
upon his lips for instruction, and sometimes depressed by 
the indifference with which the word was received. On 
Monday, Sept. 3, he entered the state of Massachusetts, 
and met Mr. Robert Green, one of the preachers who tra- 
velled on the Albany circuit, and found the commence- 
ment of a glorious work of religion in that part of the 
country. 

The faithful minister of Jesus Christ who has proclaim- 
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ed ftfi irreconcilable war against sin and Satan, will rery 
much deceive himself if he thinks to pass on smoothly 
without opposition from his grand adversary. Not only )ire 
the wicked and the openly profane leagued against him, 
but also the merely formd professor, as well as all those 
whose peculiarities of belief are brought into contact nfith 
the pure truths of the gospel. Among other evils in our 
country, where an unrestrained liberty of thought and 
action in religious matters is guaranteed to its citizens, 
xramerous heresies, some of the most wild and extravagant 
naturey have sprung up aiid tt^riven as in a luxuriant soil. 
These, often more destructive in their consequences than 
an undisguised opposition to the gospel, are to be encoun- 
tered, their influence as far as possible counteracted, that 
those who are carried away by their fetal delusions may 
be reclaimed to the ** good and right way." Among others 
by which the age has been distinguished, and in many 
instances disgraced, is that of Shakerism. Though quito 
local in its character anfl influence, it has been considered 
of sufficient importance to be noticed in the records of the 
day as a distinct denomination. This spurious offspring 
of an adulterated Christianity, has deluded and blinded 
the minds of a very cosniderable number of our citizens, 
and ought doubtless to be stamped with a seal of disap- 
probation by all sober-minded and orthodox Christians* 

These remarks have arisen from the following notice 
of this deluded sect by Mr. G^rrettson, under date of Sep- 
tember ^: "t met a sensible man who had been a Shaker, 
but has left them and joined us. Of this person I received 
the most full and satisfactory account of the people called 
Shakers that I have ever had. I had been at a loss to 
know how or from whence they sprang. He tells me they 
are the r^lcs of Bell, who was formerly a Hediodist 
preacher in England, but was excommnnid^edliy Mr. 
Wesley for hisenthusmsttc notioiis. He held to our being 
j&s p^feet tn a^dd^ or as Adam was In paradise ; and wa? 
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flo mid as to prophesy that oa such a day a pact of I^oq* 
don should bo destxoyedt to the great harm of thousands 
ia that oity^ Once he was a man of great &ith ; but 
where ia poor deluded Bell now ! His followers were die* 
persed, and after a time a few of them xame over and 
settled at Niskayuna^ where they remained peaceably for 
some time^ until the mother, as she was called, Ann hsK^ 
piofessed to pass through an uncommon change ; and a 
few entered upon their new work, which consisted mostly 
in dancing,, shaking, turning round, and talking, as they 
call it„ in the unknown tongues. This new system was 
for a time carried on with great rapidity, so th^ perso^ 
of respectability joined them, and among -^ rest several 
ministers. I have conversed with several sensible men 
who have left them, who told me that while among them 
they hated every thing they thought to be sinful, and verily 
thought they were doing right." 

The following extracts from his. jom:nal will show the 
progress of the gospel in some of the new settlements on 
the west side of the Hudson river. 

'* Saturday, Sept. 24^ I left Albany and attended a. 
quarterly meetii^ at Captain Qroosbeck's twenty miles to 
the north. I found great freedom to speak. Several of 
the preachers spoke feelingly and freely. 

** Sunday 25th» our lovefeast began a$ nine o'clock. 
Several of our friends spoke their experience weU» One 
of our pious^ sisters gave the followii^ account:***^ I wa^ 
convinced all was not well with me ; biU knew not what 
I wanted, (this was previous to htoring the Methodists.) 
One day I took my Bible and went into the woods to read 
and seek the X^ord. I sat down under a laige tree, an^ 
was reading and weeding, and desirous to know what I 
should do to be saved : I at length listened and hi^ard a 
voice saying unto me, Kemove fi:om that p)ac^ I kn^w 
jaot M it might b^ imaginatioo. and read on tiU I l|eai4 
it again a sepond and a third time, X at lengUi rao^ved 
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from the place and sat down about twenty feet oC No 
sooner had I done tbis than a part of the tree M ta the 
place where I had been sitting. I looked np and saw the 
hand of Qod ia my preservation, and was enaUed to look 
tomy blessed Redeemer, and he gave me to know that all 
my sins were blotted out, and I returned to the house 
happy in the Lord. After this I had the pleasure of cast- 
log in my lot among the Methodists, and I feel thankfol 
te the LcM'd, and am now happy in the love of God.' I 
preached after the lovefeast on St John's account of the 
Laodiceans, for I feared they were in a lukewarm state. 
After meeting ended we settled a dispute between two 
brethren, and I trust some are brought to roottrn on ac- 
count of their backsliding. 

*' Monday 26tht I crossed the Ncvth river accompanied 
by brother C c, and preached at Newtown, and admi- 
nistered the sacrament I had a sweet season, and consi- 
derable enlargement in the society by the instrumentality 
of brother Candle. I rode ten or twelve miles to Saratoga, 
where I was to preach at four o'clock, but could not begin 
till five : the congregation was so numerous that the house 
would not contain them ; so I preached under a tree with 
great fi'eedom. I had several of the settled clergy to hear. 
On the whote we had a weeping time. I was much 
I^eased with the good behaviour of the people. By can- 
dle light I administered the sacrament to nearly twenty 
of our young converts, and as many waited to see it' as 
^ould crowd in, and we had a happy and an aflfecttng time. 
I feel myself happy among the poor children of God. 

'* Tuesday 27tb, I was to preach at Fish creek : a man 
i^et us in the road. * Stop, sir,' said he, ' and clear up 
<me thing. Is it right for you to part man and wife? My 
wife joined your church last night. We are parted, we 
ue parted !' The woman was in a flood of tears, and he 
raving like a madman. We passed along, and I preached 
^ain to upwards of two hundred, and communed with a 
20* '^ 
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ftirofdvryMwg^Mv^rts. Tte people to this idac9ac«iii 
It held M roebi. 1 lodged atttebotmofakind frteod* 
and bed «onifr oooveriatioii wkh a religioiialjr dispoeed 
Pfotbjpteiiiui* 

*' Wedneeday 98«h, we rode to SeralQ^i 9IHriiiefl, wkieie 
I praached. Tbe larger pari of the oongregatioB behaved 
wettf bot eoae were rude. This was a mixed oompaay 
fiom differeot parts of the uabn. In the afternoon I 
preaohed atCadeiioy's creek, and was much discomposed 
bynoisjebihlren. I stand in need ofpatience. OGod! 
give every grace of thy Holy fipidt. 

" Thursday 29Ui. This niorning my mind is oomfbrta- 
Ue in the L«d. I travelled abont twenty miks ^bvoogh 
a country thinly inhabited, the road new and eatceedin^y 
bad« to Broadalban, where I had an q[)port«iQity of preach- 
ing to a wdi^bebaved congregatioo, part of. whom had 
n|0ved fircMn Rhode Island. . Among the rest I met with 
Mr* SnoWf sen of the Rev. Mr. Snow ti Providence, al 
whose house I preached. He emulates the pie^ of his 
g^odoid father. Inthkplacewe haveagvowiiigsocicly'. 
Among ihem mj wjpmt was much relreahed. 

^'Friday 30th, I rode to MayfieU, a town settfed sinee 
the trevoh^ion. When in this place foot mooihs since i 
was much encouraged ; but they appear to be gteaidy ve- 
tasdedin the nust. 0\ the world andthe sublunary thh^ 
thereof are a great hindrance ta vital piety. 

"&turday aist, I rode. to Johnstown, in tisfte ef 
preaehiagdie children made much distux4banee« After 
sermon two of oar brethren eatborted. About ibur months 
ago I visited this town, agreed for a lot, and encouraged 
our few friends to build tbe Iiord a house, which is now 
in order for worship. 

*' Sttfiday, Nov. 1st. As it was quarter day, as many 
people came together as our new building would oootain, 
made up of a variety of denominations : I preached ftem, 
' Now the end of the commandm^it b charity, out of a 
pure heart, a good conscience, and faith unfeigned.' •' 
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In I70S wefiad hkn tfarelling ofer the same ground, 
and eitendkig has labours eren further west The prm* 
ctpal part of the counti^y after going a short distance from 
the banks of the Hudson^ at this time was but recently 
settled ; die poofAe, though industrious^ were generalljr 
poor^ liriog in log booses, enjoying merely ttie neqssMuies 
of lifis. On this account the preachers who first visited 
them were snfa^eetted to privations and incdaveniencea to 
whifth thaee who have since ^^ eatored into their labonrs'^ 
are strangers. How often have the {»oneers in the gei^el 
fidd been tbund to preaeh, eat, and sleep in the same 
reom, Uve oh the coarsest §ute, imd at their quarterly 
meedngs either assemble in a bam or in a grove ! In the 
warm season of the year, however, it is not unj^easant 
to wordiip Him who ''hangeth the earth upon nothing 
and stretcheth the north over die empty space" under 
the fiiMage of a pleasant grove. 

On the last of June Mr. Garrettson held a quarterly 
meeting at Broadaibin, uid on the second day of the 
meeting, Jojy 1, he says that about lour hundred people 
assemUed, and they had a moving profitable time: — 
"There were," says he, ''a large number at the com* 
munion, and many, I Uust, will bless God in eternity for 
this day. We lodged at the .house of brother Snow, son 
of the B^ev. Mr. Snow of Providence, R. I., before men^ 
tioned, and I am bappy to add that I think the scm emu- 
lates }»s pious Either. I am much pleased with the peo- 
{de of this town, as they appear well disposed, and the 
Lord is carrying on a glorious work among them. It is 
not enough for me, O my God ! to bear a public testimony 
to the truth, and to labour heartily and cheerfully in thy 
vineyard : I must be hdy or I cannot have a seat in thy 
kingdom." 

It was in ^is spirit of ardent devotion, with ' his mind 
constantly bent and ail his powers of soul and body con- 
secrated to the advancement of the Re<leemer's glory, that 
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Mr. Qkurrettson pttrsoed his way thfough this newly«setded 
couatry, encouraging the hearts and strengthening the 
bands of his jnniov brethren in the ministry* as well as dis- 
pensing the word of life to all whom he eoold reach with 
the sound of Kis voice. After he returned to ^e city of 
Albany, a i^ace of great spiritual dearth, though much of 
his labour had been bestowed upon it, he was cheered 
with the following intelligence from the preacher who had 
charge <^the societies where he had preached the preced- 
ing Wednesday and Thursday near old Schoharie : *' The 
day after you left us I began to visit fr<mi house to house. 
Many in deep distress followed me, and cried akmd for 
mercy, so that before we went to rest ten souls were set at 
liberty." Soon after another letter fr<mi the same person 
and place informed him that '' the blessed work was going 
on, and that twenty souls had found peace with God." 
On recording this joyful news, he ezdidms, " O Albany i 
when will God arise in power and shake thy dry bones ! 
Gracious God ! thou canst work and none can hinder." 

On Monday he left Albany to att^d some i^pointments 
on his dijitrict, when, " on crosdng a creek," says he, . 
*' my horse suddenly phmged into a deep hole entirely 
ov^r his head in water ; but though I was much wet, I 
w^ brought through unhurt; and after tnitelling upwards 
of twenty miles, I was abundantly compensated by those 
refreshing streams of which the world knows not; while 
preaching to a company of the poor gathered from their 
cottages* This to me is much sweeter employment than 
to dwell at ease in affluence, while the poor are perishing 
for lack of knowledge. O that all the ministers of God 
would consider this and carefully look after Christ's sheep 
in the wilderness." In this tour around his district te 
extended his labours still further into the new settlements, 
and derived great satisfaction from witnessing the blessed 
effects of those faithful preaches over whom he watched 
with paternal tenderness and care, and whose assurance 
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of a divine call to tkta iaqKNnml work was readerod alill 
moM sattsfaelory in the awakenmg and conversion of 
souls. To satisfy himself more fully respectiag their quali- 
fieatioBS and call to this work, he tells us that he ''took 
particular pains to eiamine them, as well as to hear them 
preach as often as practicable ; and also^ give them thdse 
cautions, and directions which I considered suitable and 
necessary ; for which many of them manifest their thank- 
folness.^ After traversing through several parts of this 
new country, and witnessing the blessed effects of their 
minisCraticois, he says, '' God will do a great work in this 
country." How prophetic ! Since that time the blessed 
work has spread through all this western country to the 
lakes, and into Upper and Lower Canada. 

Under date of Saturday 28th, he gives the following 
remarkable account :-*-'' On looking back I see the hand 
of a good Crod in my preservation last Thursday. I came 

to Mr. weary and thirsty. I asked for something 

to drink, and my kind friend's wife went to fetch it ; after 
staying about fifteen minutes she rfe^urned with some small 
beer : as she advanced toward me I was as sensibly im* 
piessed as if some one had uAd me, That weman is not 
too good top^dpoism in the drink. As I was putting it 
to my lips the same impression was so strong, that.imme- 
dialdy I reused, and put it dawn on the table untouched. 
Shortly after dinner was broqght on the table ; but I could 
^t very IMUe* The next morning she poisoned her hus- 
band and two others with the meat which had been set 
before me. I was informed not k>ng since that she had 

said she would put an end to aU the d d Methodists. 

A skilftii physician was at hand, w io all probaUlity they 
^^ould haie lost their lives. She was immediately sent to 
tbejaUittAlbMiy.'' 

He then oama to Rhinebeekt where be enjoyed aweet 
oonaelataoo in leokMSunion with God in seoret, and wtt|i 
^ Chiiatian frkada. Tlience he passed on throngh the 
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eastern part of York state into Connecticut and Mai»achu^ 
setts to Pittsfield, where he had the pleasure of again meet- 
ing Bishop Asbury, as he was returning from the confer- 
ence at Lynn, Mass. ''I can truly say," observes Mr. 
Garrettson, '* I was never more happy to see him." They 
then went in' com^ny to Albany, where the preachers in 
these parts, twenty in number, were assembling for con- 
ference, which was opened on Wednesday 15th, by Bishop 
Asbury, " with an excellent sermon." This conference, 
it seems, was attended with much of the presence of God, 
and the preachers went to their several stations with glad 
hearts and renewed courage, knowing their work was 
with God. . 

From this conference he accompanied Bishop Asbury 
to Rhinebeck, where he had the happiness of hearing him 
preach a " very useful sermon." On the way Mr. Garrett- 
son says, '^ we had some close conversation on church 
government. On this subject there is not a perfect una- 
nimity of sentiment." What particular point of church 
government it was concerning which they discoursed, we 
are not told; but it is presumed that it related to the 
general super in tendency, as Mr. Garrettson was of the 
opinion, that instead of having the whole continent under 
one general superintendency, it would have been better if 
it had been divided among several, making each superin- 
tendent responsible for his own particular district to the 
general •onference. To this opinion I believe he adhered 
to the last, though he calmly acquiesced in the decisions of 
a majority of his brethren in this as well as in all matters 
relating to the regulations of the discipline of the church. 

From Rhinebeck he passed on to New- York, and from 
thence through Philadelphia to Baltimore in order to at- 
tend the general conference which assemUed October 31, 
1792. It was at this conference that the sublet of an 
appeal from the appointment of the bishcq;^ to the annual 
confer^ce was Inrought forward by Mr. O'KeHy, and 
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largely debated. Thai all nuy understand the nature of 
this subject, it is necdssary to remark that according to 
the regulations of the discipline, the bishop attending an 
annual conference has the sole power of appointing all the 
preachers to their severalstations. Mr. O'KeUy wished to 
put what he considered a salutary cbe4l upon tl)is power, 
by providing that if a preacher felt himself aggrieved 
or oppressed in his appointment, he should have the pri- 
vilege of appealing to the conference, which should con^ 
sider and finally determine the matter. After a long and 
animated discussion, the question was decided in the nega^ 
tive, and Mr. O'Kelly withdrew firom the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church. In reference to these things, Mr. Garrett- 
son observes that ** Mr. O'Kelly's distress was so great on 
account of the late decision, that he informed us by letter 
that he no longer considered himself one of us. This gave 
gteat grief to the whole conference. , Two persons were 
appointed with me as a committee to treat with him. Many 
tears were shed, but we were not able to reconcile him to 
the decision of the conference. His wound was deep, and 
apparently incurable." 

The. tenderness thus manifested toward an erring bro- 
ther, so characteristic of Mr. Garrettson, reminds one of 
the apostolic direction, ** If a man be overtaken in a fault, 
ye which are spiritual restore such a one in the spirit of 
meekness, considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.^' 
When an act of excision becomes necessary, from the 
stubbornness of an offending member, the character of 
the church sustains no injury, but acquires much credit, 
by performing this duty,in the spirit of tenderness, evin- 
cing a love to the person she is constrained to disown. I 
believe this spirit was strikingly exemplified in the pre- 
sent instance toward Mr. O'Kelly, not only by Mr. Gar- 
rettson,. who mourned over bis fallen brother with the 
sympathy of a Christian, but also by the whole conference. 

This was the first schism of any considerable magni- 
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tade wMch had been made In the Hethodii^ %i8cq>ai 
Church. Mr. O'Kelljr was a preacher of wnne talent and 
inflaence ; he had been employ^ as a presiding elder, 
according^td Bishop Asbnry's account, " in the south dis- 
trict of Virginia for abont ten succeeding yfears." Mr. 
Lee, in his historf^f the Methodists, affirms Aat CyKelly 
was not sound in the doctrine of the Trinity, and thipks 
that a fear of being called to an account for his hetetc^-^ 
doxy in this particular, was the principal cause of his 
withdrawing from the church. Whatever tnith there may 
be in this, his proceedingis raised very considerable dis- 
turbance in the societies, partioolarly in some parts of 
Virginia, as three of the travelling preachers withdrew 
with him ; and as they immediately commenced a warfiire 
against the people they had left, several thousands of the 
people were induced to join their standard. They at first 
called themseLires *' republican Methodists," uttered many 
harsh and uncharitable censures against the Methodist 
]^piscopal Church, particularly against Bishop Asbury, 
and endeavoured to inflame the passions of the people so 
as to induce them to revolt against their former pastors. 
Their success for a while stimulated them to increased 
exertions ; but they soon began to decline, until finally 
their influence was annihilated, and at the present time 
they are not known as a distinct denomination. Pure 
religion, however, in the region of country where they 
prevailed most, suffered a sad declension, and perhaps ia 
some instances, it has scarcely recovered its wonted vigour 
and activity to this day; so deleterious are the effects of 
" dissensions among brethren." 

It is not doubted but that a man may withdraw himself 
from the Methodist Church from conscientious motives ; 
but it is a remarkable fact in the history of this church 
that nearly all those who have withdrawn have distinguish* 
ed themselves more by the virulence of their invectives 
against their old friends, than by their zeal to "convert 
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dinners from Che error of their way.s.^' ; Tkts w«6 pftrAeQ* 
larly the case witlr lk&«' CKellf and his p^rty^ as wett as 
others -who have' talten didiiiar sl^ps. The coDseqoaMO 
has been a diminution ofthat loving toall^j whiehtfae sin- 
cere and devout Christian is dhartkcterizj^' and an increase 

, of party aniniositiF, of strife/ and inai^f^il works^ ^hich 
iiav« ultimately FimI tb.ihe overthrow iind entire proiB^ration 
of tte party/ Xe^ hnt the Methodist Bpfscopal Church 
peraevere in its career of^^^ doing good of every possible 
sort fo t^ souls aod bodies of men/' manifesting a spiirdf 
of forhearawce.and ln1»theHy afltetton amcmg its ni^nWrs^ 
and of Christian tnoderalbn towards 'all meuy and <^o 
weapon that is (brmed against her shall prosper." 

At th<e close of this conference Mr^ ^kurrettson has the 
foltowha^ vdlections : — *' O what a wonder to see so large 
a body of preachers gathered from all psui^ts of the conti- 
nent^ and, like litde children sitVing at eak^ other's, feet^ 

. united a^ the heart of one man, and all engaged in one 
cbmmcin cauise, namely > io demoltsb (he kingdom of Satan 
and to buiM up thftt of the Redeemer ! I retired to my room, 
not indeed alone, fdr I trust my blessed Saviour was with 
me. O my God, let me rather die than cease to love thee." 
From this conference Mr. Garrettson returned to Cokes-' 
bury college, \?here he preached, and then paid a visit to 
hi^relations on the eastern shore of Maryland, and was 

. mttch. cemf<»rted in their society. Afler preaching a num- * 
ber of times with great s^ii^ction to those with whom he 
j^rmerly " took sweet coonsel" in^hisp^rt ofihe country, 
iie pursued his joiQiiey to/New- York, and immediately 
entered upon the labour of to district with his usual zed 
and success, every where hailed as a messenger of 6&1. 
He continued in tins work, extending .his excursions 
still farther and farther into the western settlements, until 
June 30, 1796, .when he was united in marriage, to Miss 
Catherine Livingston, daughter of Judge Livingston, of ^ 
Clermont, manor of Livingstms^ a woman every way 
21 
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piiifoil 40 be CO bkn /'« help meet iadfed/Vsitfl wlioee 
pioQe eferte to protoota Ae Redeener's kingdom wese 
ever after, dumg his lift, i^flbcltonaldijr omted with tboe^ 
efherdefotedhnkbavd. Th^ were manned bj the Rev. 
Seler Meriariylj^the firat Methodist church in Rhiae* 
bed^ aed aftenNrds^parteek of ibe Ueseed Soj^ier of our 
Lord and Safiiotir Jesiis Christ, . /\ ^' 

On this oceasjk>n.he makes^ the IbHowing refleetieiiax 
'' I am now hi^^y in the eeeie^ of my.dear friend^ and 
find the two.itoiKes, Sands's and '^Irayler V as kind and 
as attentive as.ever. I iic^ .always to live as God would 
have lae both for \iinfe and eterw^. I amhap|^,isaiid 
liope.tobe.more and more so. Lprd, we are thine. TiiOtt 
hM united onr ^rits to thys^ and to each' other. Do 
with na as seemeth ^e good^ only Jet ns be w}i€Aly thinet 
let ns Ui^ 1o tby^glory, and grant that oor nnipn^ may be 
finr the forlhdi^ece of eCch oter in the way to the k^ng^ 
dom of heaven."' ^ 



CHAPTER XV. ^ 

IMtr. Oarrettsoi^ Btationect in Fhiladelphift— Oh Hift New-Tork 
aiSOtot Cs t t l i t fait ^unily ki Rfat^ohstik^Pi^eeatsAhif U^qm^ 
gfctaalie n s s - Oo e dto ewcf God ditirtijwd towardshtm— Situation 
of Ins maniion— Hi8«ar<B8 milltiplj^Dedicates his new house to the 
Lord— Se'perftl stations he filled— In 1809 visits his old finoads at the 
8onth->His account ofthis tour— i^emarkable preservati<m— Visits 
Bilthnore, Washmgton city, and ^aribtui plftces on the Penintf^ 
of Md.«-^AtteBdsoalnp meetings, dE^. 

Faoii the time of Mr. Garrettson's marriage in 1793, 
untS IdQ^y I find no regular aceoant of his travds and 
labonrs. It appears, h<fwe«er, from the minutes of the 
eonferenee, that he wal this year-stattpaed as dder in the 
city of Phihidelphia; and likewise' had ciharge of Bristol, 
Chester, and Wilmington etrcnks. This was a season of 
peculiar affliction to the cil£zens of Philadelphia. The 
ydlow fever raged ; and as Mr. Oarrettson was going into 
Hie city, thousands were coming out, to escape this fell 
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<tesirayer<rf. lwnuMi 'lifc. His ldbog» hmt »<ge jiifcllj 
Mtialed. la 17M he was gtationed in litet Iim •om 
baen eaBcid:MM N«w*Tc»k distriet, wiii^ iMMed PilftK 
idtf» CsmWidge, D^^ms, ColfiaaM, Ctoieii, Ne« Rof* 
<^^e, Lmg Ifliuidy New>Tork, and Brooklyn, ciiooilib 
With a Tiew to to temporal accommodAoD, Iw pwelMUMd 
a farm in Riiiifebeokt and mUM bis amaU^^unily. Tbia, 
lKw«ver, did net iftinNrnpt his mii^alofial l^boms, nor 
t»rcinsiaoribfr the sphere of bb oaefiibieaB. In this phee 
lis fiunil]f resided ftce ^ears^dtyring wbieh time Mr. Gav- 
lettsQD ^pdntictad his exertions in the sacred eaoae of ha 
dfifine Master wkb htaa8Q#zeal and devotedness, ehMy 
in thai part of the eoxa^j. In 1799 we find hiss stationed 
tt a pQssiding elder witinn the bounds of the Philadelphia 
^OB&nsnee, baring Balan^ Bmiingtony Beth^» Tresitoo, 
Freehold, £li|Mibethtown, Inlanders, and Newbiirgh*.eii- 
cails fa his district. 

In ihe year 1900 he was returned to the New^Tork 
'Strict. Hairing made an exchange of the place be had 
occt^ted-ibr ai^>tfaer on the eastern bank of the Hadson» 
in 1799 he commenced hqiiding a dwefiing house. The 
Miowiog incUent is related on the best ai^ority : The 
day on which the house waaraisedj wUle Mt. Oarrettssn 
stood admiring widi what facility the fraaae went up, the 
ppwcr and goodness of Qod were so glorioqsiy manaiested, 
that he was constrained to retire to the lime bouse to give 
yeht to his tears. . After composing faimielf he retnmed. 
While ibother part T)f the frame was going up, the Lord 
so smiled i^om hearen upon him^ th^^^e retired to give 
ftn ^cpre^on of his joys, of glory and thanks to his Re- 
deemer* On fetnming home, he related these things with 
evident snisifaction to Mrs. C^iettson, and they rejoiced 
together ** for the consolation." The next day they were 
ratted by their much heloTcd.firiend, Biihop Asbory. 

In this nansien ^tm (iBunily t>f Mr; Garrettson, oomdstkig 
of his wife, an only daughter, and a few pious domesU^, 
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still reside. liere wss erery thi&g to make life cmn&rti^le. 
^he hoase^tands on a fa^h btek oa^ tlie easlem ^de oi 
tlie noble ii«idBon« frhoso wal^v aie , ptr{Muidl)r ei^ 
veaed by mwEierous. sloops troispor^iig^ the produoe ef 
tlie cbttMry to ^^-York^ and can^ytftg up it^esebaaf^ 
the Decessartes and, loxuvi^ of 1^, as wl^.*as by stmrn. 
Iioats loaded with passengers. A^eoBunaniliBg view doim 
the rirer for seYeraP miles t« sffiirded to tiio eye €f£ the 
inmates of the house apid»their>ntimetoii8 visitars. Trees 
of various sorts, ap{^, peach, a&dUTjarii^<rf' ether fim#> 
bearing trees, shr^bery, ^^ofirocrenod the dwelK^,4uEid 
combine toge|her to reader it a'i]^|6t d^ightfol^resyepoe. 
But what t^ded tomdceit a nteehtnofe^esifaUe. retreat 
to the piotts of all deiiomiiiatimis, was the Christka udbft- 
eity, the pioitaexami^y and the asuablejspirit manifested 
at all ^es%y.the inmates of a mttisioin whieh-had boen 
dedieated to Crod fite its foundation. . 
- Having become the head of a feraily,. and very soon 
made responnble for the use and nmnagement of a very 
consideraUe estate, Mr. Garreftson begao tof<^l his cSares 
multiply upon him,tuad ima^Amk disttessed at 4beihoa|^ 
^ being codled by these meaiis^ in any meaaove ftom Jiis 
more immediaile vOeaiion ; and sometime be Would muh 
tears in his eyes say,* that Qod had desi^ied a br%fater 
crown for him. " One nigKt,'' says Mrs. Garrettson, " I 
hand him eonv^mg iu a low voice,^ with tears and groans. 
SboQ after ho turned to me and saaL, that h^ had -been 
pleading with the^^f d not to take bis crowo from htm. on 
account ofhisunfaithfttlness; and that theLmrd had assured 
him*, that Ne man shndd iahe Ms crown ; land that what he 
cotdd do m his present aituatioa ahotfild be itcfiei^ed. At 
which he rejoiced, and was greatly comfiurted." 

The following is the account given by libs. Gaitettsen 
of the manner in which they took possession of their new 
house. Were all newly married peri^ns thus to enter en 
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tife, -ibm jto dedhftle ^kemeelvM and their hoMft U> Qod, 
iMi^ many UMitogs now imlanpi'y ^^^ irould be secy red ! 
** Qm koyse \mag nearly fimiAied^ in October, 1799, we 
mov^into k/and Ibe foBt nii^t in Amily prayer, While 
my Messed hosbanri waB dedtoatiDgit ^ the Lord, l^e 
flate ywB filled with his preseaee, who in days of etd 
fif^d- the ^ni)^e with, his gfc>ry. Bf ery heart rejoiced^ 
and tdk that God was with as of a troth. Such was ear 
intreda^ilMi iA6> our new habitation; — and had we not 
ivaeon to say with. Joshua, As fm* me imd mp- house, we 
ujf/f serve the Lwrd!'^ The pious order, great simplicity, 
and feghlarity e?er. after obMnred in this house, evinee 
hov.sificer^y it was thus dedicated to God's holy honour 
end servtce. 

Mr. darrettsosi continued lo fill the office of presiding 
elder on the New*¥ork district; until the conlbrenoe of 
1904, when we find him sMitioned in Rhineheefc* In 
181^ and 18K)BS he was stationed 4n the citv of New-Yoric. 
In 1807 Mr. Garrettson received the ap^ointmeBt of a 
tttflsionary within the bounds of the 'Nevt-York confer*- 
ence, having Seth Crowed, a. young preacher of zeal 
and enterprise, and Robert Dillon, a man at that tii 
eqttidiy acealous, as helpers in the mission. In 1803 
was again stationed at Rhinebeck ; and in 1809 and 1810 
a Inissionary^ These appointments may be considerod as 
an accomnkodation to Mr. Cfarrettson, that he might feel 
MDuself at liberty, to' preach at large, visit the churches in 
diSerent places, and confirm the souls of the disdfks. 

In the year 1809 he paid a visit to his old frtenda on 
the eaatem ^re of Maryland, a place where in tomer 
days he had boon greatly »wned of the Lord. 

Under date of June 1^, 1809, he relates the foUowlag 
occurrence j— ^ 

'' Last Saturday about two o'clock, I went to the ferry 
loccoflp at Pondes Heok,«Ml drove near where the boat lay ; 
a crowd ofpeople being around. The hprse began to ba^k ,* 
2l» . • - 



and coat ioced I could sol recover hm, I leaned imme- 
diately out of the ehsir^ and witbtn tbe tirefitieA^.pai:t<tf 
a minote after^ horse, *€hair, and bafgage,.were all j% tbe 
water. The hmrse was actiTe, and swam with the carriage 
for life. • Many peq[)ie were ei>gaged with boats, and fot 
off the harness with only cutting the girt;. so that the har* 
n^M was not injured; the- horse was extricated unbart, 
. and shortly after the chair wiLS taken.^i^ and ev^ in^ 
vidual thing, withoat the smaUeirt damage, e&ce|rt«gli^lafig 
wet, and _the small end of theslu^ broken, t I .^roesed 
on to Newark^ and got there by the, middle of the ^[|er- 
noon, and found none of my baggage seriously injured, 
excepting my previous little Bible. It was a h^ty jar 
jumping out'of the chair, but I am neady as well as ever. 
The affair was most remarkable ; first — <Hie hour before 
it hi^peoed I said to a' friend, I will piit this pocket book 
into my packet, lest something should hftppen. In which 
were notes and valuable p^;>ers. Secpndr^-my escfaping 
the tenth or twentieth part of f minpte before the chair 
and horse went over. Third — the*horse, chair, baggage, 
and harness unhurt, except the shail. Fpurth — my mind 
was kept as calm and collected as at this moment. AU 
these things considered, we may see the superintending 
hand of Qod, and be led to adoire his holy name. No 
doubt it was permitted for good, and I believe I shall 
profit by it." * • 

Froni thence Mr. Garrettson pas^d on to BelviUe, firom 
that to Newark and Trenton, in which places, he j^eacli^, 
and thence to Philadelphia. H^re he preached with much 
liberty and satisfaction, and was greatly refireshed in th4 
society of his old firiends. A^r e^iendiiig jsome ^e in 
this place, preaching and .visiting, he passed on to Wil- 
mington and to Elkton, where he had the bsf^pinesfl tQ 
find his niece, Mrs. Taylor, in the fear and love of God. 
Under date of June 22, he makes the following reflect 
tions :— 
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/^In Die afterttMi I met a large aocidty, t&er vMc)x I 
inqdredif any ireio alive who were ro^nbers tl^rty years 
ago> when I rode that icircuil. They told me not one. 
\0\ mf friends,' said I/' pfro^ably all of youi|ill be in 
. eternity before the endof thirty years mi^e. Yon-see the 
neeesstty of training np your children for the church, in 
wilder to keep a succession of foithftil meifibers, as our 
cbiklreii and children's children must ' perpetuate the 
fi^emorytif' Christ' on earth; and so from^ generation to 
generation be transplanted from the militant to the church 
triumjAant/diat the upper region may be peopled ijfith 
bleflsed millions to adore th^ Saviour eternally.' " 

The' following account of this UJ/ar was communicated . 
to Mrs. Garr^ttson in a series of lett£lrd which he wrote 
dmring his id>sence. It will doubtless be tead with interest 
by those especially of his surviving frjends in that part of 
tte country, aa well ashy aU'othets who delight in seeing 
'* the -good hand ofGbd" o^ his servants. . * , 

" Friday 28. I leave my horse to rest, and Mr. Pres- 
bory accompadies me to Baltimore. My sister Elizabeth 
died about thirt)r years ago, and left an only child. I saw 
her about a twdvemonth ago, but she || now gone. 

''^turdi^ I spent mostly in reUrement, except to visit 
flOmefriends. 

^ Sundays 95. This morning I preached at Old Town; 
iatfae aftnnoon at Light^street^ and in the evening was to 
be at the Point; but as the weather was so excessiv^y 
warm, I thougiht I could not go in justice to myself. The 
congregations here do not increase much : indeed they arc 
rather smaller* ■* The ^ctravagance<>f some of our people 
-has had a greater tendeaCy to fill other churches than 
their own; Mr. D d *8 dmgregation they say increa'ses 
very mudi ; it seemf a half way homse. I am willing God 
should wcM^ when, where, and by Whom he leases. I 
l»ve met brother Jesse, and he sent on my a^iointmentfr- 
to WMhingtonwd Georgetown. „,,„,,,Google 
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''Monday S£. I uhAl the mge, uid ia tHe eretifag 
arrived at Ckiorgeiowii ; had m large emigfcgaUoa. Otr 
fiends are mnth engaged^ ftK>tber Itozel is the iifia- 
tioc^d minister. The w«al^r rei^^s tery wa»si. ^s 
wdl r got a loose thin garment befere I .left. N^n^Toric. 
I lodge at Mr. Bisotr'e, a tery wordiy fiapily. Hwe I taie 
a lai^ge oooL room. T%ey are sooEie of my cild Ea^ew 
^ore friends/ 

" Tuesday 2T. To-day Mrs* Foxat sent tier carriage 
for me, and kindly gave me the nse of k ^wliilej 
sKfiy^ fn the afternoon^ I went to'town^ imd stbjpped at 
Captain Lewis's, where i fq^nd J^Bse Lee, the chlq^laia, 
nursing his leg. On'hts way from Btithnore the day 
before, his horse fbli/ broke the idiaft of his^g, threw htm 
out, and one of the screws bruised and cut his leg very 
much.' I am fearful it will go hard with him if the bet 
weather cootinues. I preached in the evehthg to many 
^ople with a degree of freedom. 

" Wednesday 28. This mormng brother Smith, th4 
city preacher, went with me to thenavy yard, andlthoag^t 
well of the improvements.. IHned arCiq^tam Lfewis^. 
He is not a m^ber of society, but his daughteiB tee. 
I was well pleased with the f^ily. In Ihe afremoon 
brothel piison <^me for me; I intended to ^ and hear 
* the debates in congress^ but they ha<)» adjourned for 
dinner sooner than usual. This eventug I preaetod in 
Georgetown again ; here, we hare a re^peQt^i>le society ; 
and had I been an apostle they jcould not have treated me 
much better. 

'* Thursday 29. 4 went to bceafcfikt'witfa an oW Bast- 
em Shore friend, hrotfaer GrMHtree. H« is aii<dd Method- 
i^ preacher. Here brother Piinot and his lady y my earliest 
friends^ came to see me» and look me to Mrs. Foxars. 

V Friday 30. X left my hospitable friends, and oame on 
in the stage, laden with members af congress and others^ 
toBaltimpr^. Digitized by Google 
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" Saturday 31 . Mr. Hodliiigswortb gave me a kind invi- 
tation to stajr witb him ; so that I am now most c<Hnfortably 
retired in a large airy rooi9» This afternoon I had an 
interview with Richar4 Garrettson, my nephew. He gave 
Qie a pariieular account of his father's landed estate, jvhich 
has beeb for years involved in l^w. Their title was thought 
by the first lawyers to* be good, and there was no proba- 
bility of^their losing the jsuiu He tells me the first person 
th^^t entered a claim died very suddenly before the trial 
came an, and likewise the Second ; . and lately a third 
person renewed the- suit; and died suddenly, and left his 
pretended right to no oof , The suit is fallen. 
' *"^ July 2. My torday's appointment was announced last 
;W^k ia.tbe pubUe paper. I had mucbjfreedpra to preacb 
ii| the new church th^ HHNcning. M^« Colvil, with his five 
ine^rless, children in de^ ijQourning, eame abound me in 
^ars ; it was an affecting sight. In the afternoon I preached 
iA'go6d,old Mr. OtterJI^ine's c(iur6bt I am not in Rhinebpok 
Upw, but wfa^e thousands thii^ it a privUege to hear %i^ 
^d Uetbodist'preacher. Mrs. Gough drank tea with us at 
Mr. HdUi^ipmrcHrtb's, and talksof taking me to my appoint^ 
aent at Aif r. Presbury's where I left my horse. It was 
y&biished in all the churches to-day for my last sermon in 
the new chapel. On Tuesday, evening I heard brother 
Sbint^preaeb. He i^ a gi^ preacher, and is stationed 
^e, and appears 49eply devoted to Gocl. 

" July 4. This iswthe day of griaat parade in the city. 
Seme of the Metbndists were warmly engafed in it. From 
^hat I onAerstand it wasximducted with as much decency 
^ the nature of Uie tiring wo«dd adjAit. The language of 
n>y heart wits, Turn away thiner eyes* from beholding 
vanity. .Inthe evening I preached in the new.church to 
alac^ congi^l^ion, and we had a time of power. I have 
^^^^^^ the society here, in a more fifierkhin|[ state. I fear 
Pditics has dotne hurt to the cause of reli^oo. 

"Wednesday 5. This metmng I left my kind firiendst 
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iccompanied by brother Hagerty, ia his gig, to Presbury's 
church, where I left my horee, and had an agreeable fimt 
and freedom to preach. This^ is a blessed family; his 
hx6ther Va9 my father's niece, attdl knew her thirty yaurs 
ago disep in piety; but she has long since gone* to glol7. 
Her son is now treading in her steps. 

"Thursday 6. Accompanied by my cousin ^Presbury 
and other relatives, we repaired to what is %aKed ifae 
Camp E^eting Chapel. It is beauti&ily situated in a 
forest, at a distance from any house. As I rode up^ my 
^mind was solemnly impressed When 1 49aw such a number 
of horses mid carriages fastened^/tp the. trees, and the 
people waiting to hear the ward. I had asweet lime^in 
speaking from 1 Cor. tii, 21.- ^hite tfee gracious* Lord 
was visiting the people with b^s> heavenly grace, we had a 
little shower to refresh Hhe vegetable ^teation. It seems 
this chapel is one 6f Mjr. Gough's last acts of kindness to 
'the poor* I went home with Mrs. Gough. Th€^ ^ut; 
some handsome improvements about this venerable ^niil- 
sion, and the garden excels -any thmgl have seen. At 
present the parlour faraHyiis very laarge, thete being mtieh 
company. While they, enjoyed tiiemselves i)i the -hiA, 
Mrs. Gough and myself sat i;i the parlour; talking €ff^ 
old times. At nine o'clock the bdl rung, ^nd dba^ ^y 
of tbe family a8ly3mbled kit pcayer in the chapel. AU ^ 
gentlemen and ladies were.present morning luid evmung. 
The riches of the world «re good, if raad# a good use of. 
Who can tell how these pretty things wiU bo employed a 
few years hence ?" (Mrs. Cai^roland h^mc^her ^ereheth 
out of health ; and since both are dead.) 

'* Friday T. My appoiiilmejat to*day i» in S«rford^ at 
Belle Air court house. I came to the^ pkee a littb after 
•S o'clock, and found there ^ Jbeen a miffeodNrslsiHMag. 
A large gathering bad b«aa thoia at il, and w«le gone. 
We went to Mrs. MmUfam^y's, aoid had a iittlo gather- 
ing at five. Dined tonjay at my eldest brother's widow's 
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Brother Qalespy; the circait preacher, met me there, and 
he and ray nephew came with me to my faiece Mrs. Nor- 
ris's, and spent the night. She and* her daughters are very 
iriendJjr and desire to enjoy rdigion. * 

- " Saturday 8. This day the preaclier and my nephew, 
P. Garrettson, lefl me. Here I have one sister living ; 
she is old^ and her memory is so totally gone, that she 
does not know her owd children; hut gives no trouble 
whatever ; and sits' and kpits without speaking a word, 
tmlesa qpoken^. A few nights ago she called her daugh- 
ter, and told her she should die, soon, and requested her 
to bnry.her by her dear husband. I think I never saw a 
greyer jncturo of innocence. Thia afternoipn I go to 
Abington^ 

"Sm^j 9. This moriling a very large congregation 
assembled fi-om almost all quarters. My mind was sweetly 
drawn out. The church was much crowded, and many of 
my relative^ were present. Preached from Psalm xlviii, 
12, 13. - 1 told them I had come several hundred miles tp 
invite them, to come to Jesus, su^ to inform them that 
•tkfieT following the Lord J)etween thirty and forty years, 1 
found religion better and i>etter. I preached about an 
h^ur and a^halfy ^nd scarcely knew when to give over. 
There was' Ho loud noise, but the whole assembly were 
odelted intp tenderness, while I entreated them to meet 
Die ia heaven, for thither I was bound. In the afternoon 
I rode seven rniles, to what is called Bush chapel ; but it 
would not contain the people ; so I preached in a grove 
with freedom. Glory to God, 1 have lived to convince 
friends add foeV that I am sincere at least. 

** Many descendants pf my ancestors were present. 
Some of you have woiiderod where I have been, and what 
I have been about. Excuse me if I make a small digres- 
sion to inform you. * When the sermon was ended, many 
gave the hand; aniong the rest was good, old brother 
Watters, 80 years of age, and brother Herbert, 90, who 
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had made an efibrt to j^me out Indeed they Idbked like 
rip6 shocks, fit to he gathered home. , Mr. Allen, minister 
. of SpQCUcia church, who was a hearer, said he wanted 
some conversation. I requested him to fall in with ^e sit 
some other place, where wd could have more time toge- 
ther. Hedaid he lyould. I went home with my cousin 
R. Garrettson, and found my mind sweeUy composed after 
the labours of the day. There are very few families in 
this country, at least in the interior part of it, to whom I 
might not have access. Indeed if I were avi angel I could 
not be treated with a greater degree of kindness. I tejoice 
,to find Dr. Hall, who is stationed in tiiis circuit, veify 
much followed, li is in his power to do much good 
through the blessing of God. . 

''Monday 10. Ipreached in a church in Bush Rivet Neck, 
neat the Chesa|>eake Bay, and not a mile from the place in 
which I was born, and within half a jnile of where I believe 
the first church in Maryland was built. From what I can 
Tearn, it was built by an ancestor of mine more than two 
hundred years ago. I^was the height of harvest, or there 
would have been more hearers than the church could 
contain ; however, it was pretty well filled: I had ssome 
freedom to preach from James i, 24.r; A Colonel Mathews 
was present, whom I have not seen since we were boys. 
I requested him to go with me to Mr^ Chancy's, where I 
was to lodge. I wanted to talk with him ahout new things 
and old ; he gave me his company some hours. ' He is not 
acquainted with Jestis, but seems to have a respect^for 
religion. 

"Tuesday 11. Thb day I spent in visiting my rela- 
tions in the Neck. None of them oppose religion, and 
they .generally think well of Methpdism. They are, I 
heli<Bve, mord and industrious, and have a fulness of this 
world's goods. I told them freely my errand among them, 
and that they wanted but one thing to make them a happy 
people. 
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*' I q>pQtnted to preach at Miss Griffiths. One of the 
young ladies went to .give an invitation* to our relatives 
there ; they said they should be glad to see me, but they 
had not time to attend themeetingl I sent a message to 
them, begging if they would not meet me on earth, Uiey 
would strive to meet me in heaven. In this place I had but 
a small congregation. Here parson Allen met me again, 
and stayed all night. When done, I inquired with regard 
to his knowledge of divine things experimentally, and the 
manner of his preaching. I told him he was appointed to 
serve a people who were near to me by natural ties, as the 
greater part of his congregation were my family con* 
nexions. I begged of him to declare the counsel of 
Qod faithfully, to attend to regular church discipline, to 
visit from house to house, to have meetings in diffisr- 
ent parts of the congregation, and to exercise extempo- 
raneously, both in prayer and exhortaticm, and show the 
people that there is something wanting besides profession 
and morally. He said he would do the best he could, that 
he wished my time was not so short, and would be glad I 
would stay some days at his house. ^ 

" Thursday 13. This mbrning I parted with' Mr. Allen, 
and yesterday I parted with brother Oalespy, (who had 
faithfidly attended me to every place,) and my affectuHiate 
Harford friends, and was accompanied by some relatives to 
the ferry. I crossed, and went on to the head of North-East 
**♦♦♦♦*♦♦. I have just received a letter from brother 
Cooper; he says he must leave the Peninsula' soon, and I 
must by all means come on and help him. I shall, God 
willing, he at Smyrna, Del., the 27th of this month. 

*' July 14. This morning I left North Bast, came to 
£lkt<m, and preached it five p'clock to a small con- 
gregation. My niece and lier hi^band were very kind 
to me, and my mind was easy and free. I am not of that 
service to people as I wisk to be. J%is always was, and 
I fear always will be, a poor phce for religion. 

22 
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<< Sttariay, 15. I rode to Mr. Caii««B% mhmt I (omnd 
mrenl of ay <dd frieads tad acquaiiitaBceB sttU im the 
prnfeasiooy and I trust bi^y ^ ^® eojqym«itj,«f rel^km. 
We had a comfeitable time together; the eonversa^oD 
tanied mostly on the sabject of fidUegy jiniq^ig, shontiwg, 
and dapping. I made free to speak my sentiments, lir. 
Canaan was with me; bat Mrs. Canaan had her bwrs, 
and asked if I had efer been at a camp meeting. 

" SuiMlay 16. A li^rge congregation assembled in Bethel 
chqpeL While we were singing the first h^Bm, a laomaM 
shouted and jumped amazingly. Before I gave out mjr 
text to prepare the assemUy for an attentive bearing, I 
told them I had come a ^eat way (o commnnieate gospel 
tfuths to them, and I requested a patient hj^iring. I wne 
led to give a diqilay of Uie wisdom and goodness of €hMi^ 
and to qpen to view our duty in resigning iq> ear all tm. 
him, to the evidencing the power of religi<Hi experi- 
mentally, and likewise to du^riay the external mmrks of 
inward religion. I told then a ministry of this kind wae 
necessary to keep vij^ a pure &me ; without, il they coiU 
not expect to prosper, and that there would be an evapo- 
ration thai' wduld leave them a mere sound, w^eut the 
vital Same. The congregation was still and atlctttive till 
I ended the sermon, and then one jumped- and shouted* I 
tbought it a great favour that there was stiUness and 
attention till I ended my sermon. Mr. Basset dined with 
us, and in the afternoon I rode home widi him, and spent 
an agreeable evening ; but I find my friends are growing 
M like myselC Mrs. B. is a pious woman, and be is foil 
of zeal and love. He would have gone with me, ,lpt his 
many conc^ns prevented. He told me that wh^s^rhis 
influence extended he did not sufet a drop of 4w>MAI 
liquor to be used. His house and table are vttypJiiHi;:aiid 
he says he fisels it to be his duty to do every thing Mtim 
power for the cause of God. ^ v 

" Tuesday la I rode after dinnei^ 22 miles to Smyrni^ 
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Readied with freedom, and lodged at Dr. Ridgeley's. Hb 
wife was daughter to parsoti Harrid, and waa among some 
of my finHC ^ritual children about Chestertown, thirty 
3Fears ago. Here I met an old friend, one of Judge White's 
daoghters, who h(» stood fast in the Lord more thUn thirty 
yiears. In the vicinity they are making great preparation 
for a camp meeting, to begin next week. I went to the 
spot, where I suppose fifty men were employed in seating 
the ground. They thought it would take fifteen thousand 
feet of plank, and there seemed to be great anticipaticms 
of giOTious times. 

" Wednesday 19. I rode to Queen A^n's. When I 
rode up to my dd frt^d's, brother Segar's, I told him to 
take a ftUI ?iew of me, and try to recognise some features ; 
tot he could not I made myself known, and we Imd a 
dbas(« of muc^ hajqimiess, 

** Thursday 20. This dear friend intends traTdling 
with me tai I retuni from Smyrna. We went on, and 
ditted at Thomas Wright^s, and after dinner lodged at 
llr. Fediman's. He did know me, and that was all, for 
he had to consider a long time^ Several friends came over 
this aft^aoon, and we had some religious eottversatidn, 
and some politics. Upon the whole it was an agreeal4e 
time. Brother Segar is a pillar in the temi^e. 

^ Friday 21 « We came to Centrevilie, and in the evett^ 
kig the church was nearly filled. I preached, and then 
went on to Mr. Kanard^s to lodge. This is a respectable 
uid kind ftimily. 

'^-Saturday 22. I spent the day retired, and had ^nn 
opportunity to read and write. 

** Sunday 28. I had hearers from five to twenty miles, 
and should hate had a great congregation had there been 
general notice. However, the church was filled morning 
and afternoon. There is a large, respectable congrega- 
tion in and id>OBt this place. I can say, ^ory to God, 
this was a high day. I had the privile|e to see many of 
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my fM firieads and their children. Seme of the Uacks 
were in nq[>tures. My intention was to go down the 
Peninsula, ibr about three or four weeks, on the Chesa- 
peake side, and up on the other side, and I had my appoint- 
ments about fifteen <nr twenty miles apart, by which means 
I might have an opportunity of speaking to thousands and 
tens of thousands, perhaps for the last time, and seeing 
many of my old friends; Imt I found the country ilied 
with notices for camp meetings. I was pressed by Mr. 
Basset and others by all means to attend them. I am 
now going on my way to Smyrna, where the first begins. 
" Monday 24. I leave my kind Centrevtlle friends, and 
am to preach in the English church,^which is .almost an 
unheard of favour in this country ; but it was the desire of 
the vestry. In this neighbourhood I was beaten by Mr. 
Brown years ago, and now a near relation of his is the 
IM*incipal vestryman. My aj^intment was at four o'clock, 
and though a wet afternoon, the church was crowded above 
and below wi|h Rlethodist and church folks, white and 
. Uacjc, and we had va moving time. This meeting was at 
Church Hill. I do indeed love the Lord Jesus. 
* *' Tuesday 25. At four o'clock, in the Methodist church 
near Saddler's cross roacki, I had uncommon freedom to 
preach. A large church was filled above and below, 
indeed it looked a little like quarterly meetiqg.. I preached 
op Peter's denying Christ. We had a very powerful time ; 
but the enemy took advantage of a weak minded black 
man in the front gallery, who cried aloud, stripped, and 
struck his fists « together, and declared he would not see 
his blessed Master treated in that sort; — that he would, 
fight for him till he died on the spot. Idesir^ them to 
take him out, and not let him return till the i^eetii^j^ closed.;, 
which they did' in less than two minutes. My soul is 
happy ; Lord, keep me humble. The children and grand* 
children of old firiends show me the same respect Utat 
their pi^rents would if alive. 
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^Wedii66day26. I hsid great freedom to iffeftchi6<lay. 
I left yoit al Stilyrn^; I again resume mjr detail :— Tfaer^ 
were about tbiny preachers {nresent, \o6il and trateBing^ 
and lieats provid^ fot aboat tbtee thousand. There 
iMte two hundred and sixty tents. I lodged ev^ry li^ht 
on the ground, in Dr. Ridgeley's tent. We had fourteen 
6^rftidns in the course of the meeting, and very poWerfcd 
q^aling. I preached with great freedom on FHday, from 
Isaiah's vision, n, 8; and on Sunday, frbra * I am not 
Ushamed of the gospel,' &e, Rom. i^ 16. M'Claskey, 
Chahtters, and M'Combs, delirered some able discourses; 
The meeting increased every day till Sunday, when there 
were aboat five thousand people. I did not see one dis- 
orderly person on the ground from first to last ; scarcely a 
mngle thing to drink except water, and sometimes a little 
milk with it, or molasses and vinegar, l^hey bad tables, 
beds, curtains, carpets, and provisions, and servants, in 
great order. We had a solemn, profitable season, but no 
particular outpouring of the Spirit, and very few converted, 
awakened, pr sanctified. The people in this country must 
be either Methodists or nothing, for there is scarcely a 
minister of any other name. At this meeting I saw a 
great many of my M friends with pleasure, and I trust 
with profit. Good Mr. Basset seems taken up with divine 
things. At parting they had a manoeuvre, which some of 
us dd men did not feel free to join in, marching round 
the camp, blowing five or six trumpets, and singing by 
turns. 

«' Tuesday, Aug. 2. At eight o'clock the meeting closed. 
O! what a blessed day it will be when friends meet to 
part no more for ever! BA>ther Chalmers, a respectable 
dd preacher from Baltimore, travels with me. My appoint- 
ment at night was in Dover 'church, and it was well filled. 
My tcitt was, ^ Grow tn grace.' Brother Chalmers exhort-* 
ed^ and we had a good time. Lodged at Mr. Basset's. 

" Wediie9day 3. My appointment was at Barrels chapel, 
22* ^ 
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at three o'clock. About three hundred people were 
assembled^ many more than I expected, as they had but 
short notice* I spoke from, ' But one thing is need^il*' 
Brother Chalmers exhorted, and the Lord was with us. 
I am still among my children and old friends. A womaii 
belonging to the community of Quakers was present in a 
state of desperation ; whom her friends sent in hope of 
relief. I conversed and prayed with her, but left her in 
4he same state, clespairing of the mercy of God. Here I 
met with many kind friends I Imd not seen for fei:|r or five 
imd twenty years. Many of my old associates are gone to 
glory, but their children and grandchildren have taken 
their seats in the church. We stayed at Judge Barret's. 
His brother was a dear friend of mine, and a spiritual 
^ child, but long since gone to rest« I hope the children 
will tread in tbb steps of their pious parents. 
, *' Thursday 4, We went on to MUford, and got on the 
camp ground by ten o'clock. Seats were prepared for 
about two thousand. Meeting opened at three — a small 
congregation, and a small sermon. Friday the congrega- 
tion increased. 1 preached from Peter's denial of Christ 
Saturday the congregation increased. Brother Chalmers 
preached a good sermon : — not a great many, and mostly 
young. Sunday about three thousand. I preached from 
' Walk about Zion,' d&c. Psalm xlviii, 12, 13. Had much 
freedom ; — about one hundred and fifty tents. Here I met 
many dear old friends from fifty and sixty miles round, and 
we were happy together. We had three sermons each day, 
but I cannot say we had any extraordinary work either in 
conviction or conversion. Those who do not profess rdi- 
gion behaved well. No intoxteated person, nor even the 
smell of liquor, on tha ground. A few noisy, jumping, 
dancing Methodists, did, I fear, more hurt thtm good. An 
empty sound is very disagreeable to me ; a shout, when 
the power of God is in it, is sweet to me. I have nevet 
been at a meeting where thqre were mofe fmitlesp homap 
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exertiofis, though I did what I could to prevent theiu. I 

begged them to wait for the Master, and let him take the 

lead. Extravagance was carried to the greatest height 

among the blacks, for many of them continued it for hours 

together. Such things, when the power of God is not in 

the camp, tend to dissipate the mind. The most I can 

say of this meeting is, there was great attentkm paid to the 

^ovd preached. Daring my stay I g(^ aceommodatiAis 

at my friend Shockley's — a rich friend, who was within 

call of the camp ground, where my friend Chalmers and I 

r<Btired for lodging. ^ It is a blessing to have able, wise, 

and prudent rulers in the church; but to my grief, I say 

we have some whose zeal and imprudence go fur beyond 

their knowledge | but, thanks be to God, there are men 

of piety and knowledge to check their precipitancy, or we 

might soon bid farewell to good old Methodism. Glory 

to God, I think it will stand, though encumbered with 

many disagreeables. There are thousands in this country 

deeply pious. The Methodists have the whole business 

to themselves in this country. There is scarcely a minisr 

ter of any other denomination. 

^* Monday 7. I had an appointment at Dover to-day at 
three o'clock. We started early this morning, rode twenty- 
two miles, and got in by twelve o'clock. I feel a little 
weary. The church was nearly filled. I discussed two 
heads of doctrine — ^the lowest and the highest degree of 
Christian experience. Brother Chalmers made the appli- 
cation, and we had a precious season. This town looks 
old : — ^in fact, there are very small improvements made in 
any part of this country, except in matters of religion. ,W^ 
stayed at Mr. White's, brother to Dr. White, an old friend. 
We had a number of my good friends to tea. 

''Tuesdays. To-day 1 preached at Blackstone's chapel. 
Dined at Ringold's. At three we had a large congregation. 
Afler speaking more than an hour on the various parts of 
inrayer with great freedouL while the p^wet of God wat 
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grtcionsly displUfed, and I was inoeh speiA, I ask^ bro- 
ther Chalmers to speak oa the daty and b^iefit of pr&yer, 
which I had promised to do if strength permitted. He 
did so in a very pertinent manner^ for he is an excellent 
preacher. He began travelling when he was sixteetl^ 
about twenty years ago^ but has been located sev^I 
years. Brother Whitby, a worthy man, where we now 
lodge, (who was once a travelling, but is now a locd 
preacher,) said, Tin your encouragement I can teH y^ 
that under the sermon you |M«acbed in our ohapd, as you 
went down, a poor i^ftner was awali^ned, who has siAci 
found pardon, and is now happy in Qod. 

** Wednesday 9. My appointment is at ChestertowniA 
the evening. My good friend Chalmers leaves me ^is 
morning. As Basset's camp meeting begins to-day, and 
he expects to meet his wife from BaltioM^e, I have n6 
other chance to see my old friend, Dr. Anderson, who .is 
very ill from a fall from bis carriage. I think it a small 
thing to go twenty^five miles out of my way to see so wor- 
thy a member of the church, and the fruit^f my poor little 
labours more than thirty years ago. I rode twenty-five 
miles, and dined at Chestertown, at brother Harris's. In 
the evening I had the church full of serious hearers, and 
to my agreeable rarprise the Doctor was among my 
audience. I had a most sweet season among my firiends. 
My sermon was from Psalm xkiii, 12, Id. I, J spoke of 
the church ministry, beauty, and order; 2, hef Strength 
and fortitude; 3, her privileges; 4, her testimony. 

*' Thursday 10. Our worthy brother Bumiston accom- 
panied me to the camp ground. 

" Friday 11. A very rainy day. T preached, in a large 
tent, on the necessity of holiness. Mr. Harris fell under 
the word, cried for mercy, and fomid peace. ]He is not 
a member of our church. Brother Chalmers got under 
such a deep travail of soul for holiness, that he foil under 
the powe^ of Qod^ and lay fervours ; and when he came 
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to, n^iced in the perfect love of God. ,1 was requested 
by some of my old friends to call this meeting; among 
others was Mrs. Bruff and h^ sister Ward. These holy 
women are fiiU of the perfect love of God. This meeting 
held several hours. I likewise called a meeting in the 
preachers' tent at the same time ; — the tents rung with 
the praises of God. The poor blacks seemed almost ready 
to fly. There is, nevertheless, a probability we shall 
have a great meeting. Many of our good friends have 
come from Baltimore. I must leave you. This minute I 
liave been conversing with Mrs. Bruff ;-^she tells me, at 
the above-mentioned meeting three besides Mr. Chalmers 
were brought out, and several led to feel the necessity of 
holiness. My deiur love, there is a. struggle in the ean^K 
I will tell you more when we meet. God bless you and 
yours. I am in the cause of God ; nothing dae would 
reconcile me to so long an absence from you. I remem*. 
ber you at ''the throne of grace; — ^there also remember 
me; — ^I can only stand by grace. While I am writing/ 
prayer, praise^ and shouting are all around me." 

CHAPTER XVI. 

Appointed to the New- York district—Some account of his duties 
-'Hif sermon on the union of fear, hope, and love^^eneral Confer- 
ence in 1808— Attends the first delegated Conference in 1812— His 
yiews on tome parts of our ecclesiastical economy — Appointed a con- 
ference nuMionary — His letter to the Rev. Lyman Beeober— State 
of that controversy — Mr. Garrettson's fiews.of the subject— His 
charity sermon — Not pleased with being returned a supernumerary 
— ^Domestic enjoyments — Makes a journey to Albany, Schenectadyj 
Troy, &c.— Returns home — Solemn reflections — Makes another 
southern tour— Visits New-Tork, Trenton, Burlington, Philadel- 
phia, Wilmington, Abington, and his native place — Reflections on 
the state of the people — Goes to Baltimore, and participatea in a 
revival of the work of God m that city— Retwns to Rhinebeck. 

In the year 1811 Mr. Garrettson was appointed again 
to the New-York districtj^ over which he presided with 
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digokj and mdolness fbmr yetrtr. He was everjr tri^ie 
received, both by preachers and people, as a fiither in the 
goi9>el,and hiaivwd was often attended with power to the. 
hearts of his hearers. It was at thb time that the writer 
becane more intimately aoqaainted with this venerable 
servant of God ; and still remembers with pfeomnie and 
gratitade the tenderness with which he was treated by 
him. With what d^ight bavel acc<Nnpanied him to some 
of his quarterly meetings, and witnessed the ttevotedne^ 
of his sonl (o the service of his divine Mastetv 

Mr. Garrettson occasionally employed the homrs which 
were not otherwise devoted to the services of the sanctu* 
ary, in writing. Though his publications "are by no means 
numerous, yet they are sufficient to speak for him, since 
his voice is hushed in the silence of the grave. 

The first publication was an account of his experience 
and travels, flrom which copious extracts have been mmie 
in the first part of this memoir. The second was on the 
evils of slavery, a copy of which I have not been able 
to find* 

JDt was about thb time that he published his sermon 
" On the union of fear, hope, and love in the believer.'' 
The object of Mr. Garrettson in this sermon was to show 
how fear, hope, and love, coexist in the heart of a trae 
believer in Christ, balancing and regulating each other. 
'.' Fear and hope to the soul of a Christian,'' says he, " are 
like the cork and lead to the net ; the cork keeps it fipom 
sinking, and the lead fi'om too much floating ;— so it is in 
a spiritual sense ; fear keeps hope from rising into pre- 
sumption, and hope keeps fear firom sinking intodepair." 
— << There is also a union in the souls of believers between 
fear and love. Love without fear would become secure, and 
fear without love would be slavish, hove is the dearer 
companion of filial fear. There is nothing Wore fearful 
than genuine k>ve, and nothing ntore loving tha» filial fear. 
These two gracea sweetly draw, the soul to Ood. Love i^ 
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tbe ffU0 tiwl iMkes the mri lo CM. and lear ke$ps k 
firon cl«paiiiiig from, hiioi."* 

Ajfc tbe geoenl confiMPepce held in the city of Btltimore 
ia 18QS, OQ Aceount of the giett increase of our wwk, 
ezlendkig orer so krge a territory, the ountber of traveK- 
ling pieacliera coitimiaUy midliidyingy it was resoired to 
QstaUish a dslegated general conference, t» be oompoBed^ 
of a certain number of delegates to be elected by 4he seve- 
ral. aofiual'eoljibtenGes. This measure, so necessary for 
the well being of the Gbarch, had be«i in contemplatioa 
by Bishop Ashury and others, eldmrs in the ministry, for 
aemal yeaia. When it was first p«^^osed at this general 
. confecepei^ it met with a determined eppeakion, and was 
finally lest by 4 tery conadefahie majority. Towarda the 
dose oC the ccnference, however, it was reconsidered, 
end presented* in a aomewlM^ modiieil 6nn, and very 
tmaaimously adopted. 

The firsi dalei^tsd general eeftfereaoe was held in the 
etiy of N^-York, in May,a812. Among odiers, as dele- 
^tea from the New^York conference, was Mr. Ghurettson ; 
and such were the respect and oenfidence manifested 
toward him by his biettorea, that at every snhsequent gene- 
ral coafiirence he was selected as one of their delegates. 
In this character, though he often diffinred with some of 
his brethren oa certain points of church government, he 
always ma&iflMMed the most stem and iaiexible oi^M>sition 
to any innovatkm upon the estaUished doelrmes of the 
chordi ; at the sane time cheeriiBiBy bowing to the will of 
the majority on matters of indiffi^rence. 

In respect to the ^^nefstion on which the general confer- 
eace have kmg been divided in SMitiment, naindy, whe- 
ther the presiding elders should eoatinue to be appointed 
as they now ase by the bishops, or be elected by the 
annual coaftrences, k is well kiiown that Mr. Gerrettson 

* Those who wish to see the whole cUsconrse may find it in the 
Methodist M^^ashie (in wUih it was repuUished) Ai July, 181S5. 
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WMinftnittrofthiffeteetimi^tbecraftMieM. *3nii6 
is mentioned merely as an bistorical fbct, wtihoat enteriiig 
into tlie merits of tlwqnesdon, pro or con^ or inttedtog 
' even io express an opinion in relation to it^ any Ihrtbur 
than to say tliat^ whether right or vmmg, no doubt can 
be entertained but that Mr. Garrettscm acted from the 
purest motites^ and ac4S0rding to the best dictates of his 
jodflment. 

In the year 1815^ Mr* Garretlson publish^ a Skrmmi 
which he hadpremchedin Johm^^Ufwt church, N. Y.,far the 
bm^t of the JUethodist C^Uxrify School, This school has 
been in existenee ibr more than forty years. It is designel 
for the special benefit of the poor children under ihe care 
of our Churchy orphans and others, and is sopporfied by 
the ndimtary contributions of the -community. For thhi 
purpose a sermon is preached annually in each church in 
the city, ^d a cdiection taken up for the benefit of the 
school, at which time tho children are present 

After stating the objects oC^ institution, the ^iturs 
oi true charity, and the arguments by which the duty is 
enforced, Mr. Gart^ttson say^, *^ I have brought forward 
these strong testimonials, my beloved friends, to strengthen 
and animate your faith m this glorious work. €)aH to ydor 
remembrance the prayers and irims of Cornelius, whiih 
asOsnded to heaven as a sweet memorial before the Lord, 
you now have it in your pofrer to bring blessings em you^ 
selves^ and to entail them. on your posterity to the latest 
generaticm."— -— '^ Too see these tender lambs rising fiom 
their seats to express tteir gratitude* for what their kind 
benefactors have done for theiai, and to implcnre forther 
aid.''-—" You see their little hands stretched tut,' whSe 
thehr eyes are fixed on you, as thehr fostering fttben and 
mothers, and to all who are willing to reach to them a 

firiendly hand." '* Brethren, if you want harren soda 

and slender fortunes, give ifMurhigly to the poor ; but if 
jou want to be rich in grace, and your ability to do good 
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lo be itt cn i liiod , tb^ gife I^ttriHy, accordk^ly as €fod 
}ma bestdwed apoii you.^' In tliis vi^y did Mr« Garrettson 
plead m bekmlt^foot children ; and through his and the 
mfin^ice of withers who haTe ftom time to time lent their 
aid to the support of this benevdent institution, it has 
I^Uiiddened the heart (rf'maBy a widowed mother and many 
a helpless ^orphan. 

At the close of his service as presidingelder of the New- 
York ditrtriety in the year 1816, h^ was again appointed as 
a mssioaury within the jkrands of the Neyir-Yorfe confer- 
eeo^ This iq^iotment was aiso^designed^ as is belieyed/ 
to girehim an o^iortmiity to travel at large> as his indina* 
lioB^a^t and oiiseumetanees might dicute; the conference 
and Ushops having foil confidence that he would employ 
all to time and talent in the best way he could for the 
^ory <^ God and the good of souls. 
: It was dming this yfar that he published *' A Letter to 
the Re? . Lpsan Beeeher, containing animadversions on 
a pwBphlet". wrilteit by tb4t gentleman/ entitled **An 
Address ciAhei. Ofaaritable Society for the education of 
{MCWS young men for the ministry of the Gospel." This 
pampUet of Mr. Beecher. gave great offcotce to most of 
thoee 4end0^ations of Christians not connected with 
tiii^ eharitaUe soeieiy. To awaken a spirit of liberality 
aoMBg Chtistians for the support of that institution^ Mr. 
Beechei; gave a most ]^ifol description of the spiritual uid 
moiid deaoiatieBs of our coantry, the paucity of ** compe- 
^^H.mjnkters" to affud moral and religious instruction 
to jthe people ; and likewise made a powerful appeal to the' 
community y to induce them to exert themselves by every' 
possible jneans, Kid especially by pecuniary, contributions, 
to assist in edncatinf and sending f(Hrth these ''indigent, 
pious yoong men." 

It was gtnerdly thought, and I believe very justly, that 
Mr. B^ecb^r, in his descriptions of the spiritual destitu- 
tions of many pMsof our country, was not folly borne out 

23 
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liy f»cA0, md^at in hit eai^mm^iitm ^ndwr <tf .''^tpt^ 
]ifie4 n^oisters/' ^ teid 6«clitded neiuiyiA oxMplrthaM 
of hispwn denominiitidiv Hei cdtoultlMl tbe popidstiiHiof 
the ponaU'y u% tiuit lime lo be ^OOO/MKl^ aad)8i^% ihu 
frfW th^ bent inl(P|rQMLtian hQ coiikl obttam, dnre w«» ttof 
0¥^ 9,000 " ediioated mmtfileTS of the ipoqiel in ^mthMii i 
leaving a deficiency of 5,000 ministers, andapoftt^iklieft 
of d^OOO^OOO^ deititiiteof |Hrep«^ ireiifiMs.inetritedonc^ — 
te( if, oi^ the raliQ of<«e minifter foiiaTery IfiQOnotiSait 
pfpi;ijtMi<Ai whk^ h<^ ewf^oses te be neCfissa^y^te aAffd 
tli^-fiEkfilitaai <^ r^^u0 instmOMBinhiqlii th0< vanlftitf 
99^^ demanded^ 

liwp9 wd aboi^e Ui«t it was 8i^yoaedthatJfe,H»giplm 
de^^ped to.e«c)itd»,neariy idl other ^fHiminayi^Baexcept 
thoBe of his own. <«derrTBiea6ing thereby.^ Oanyreg^* 
tional, Presbyterian, and iNMi Bffanned 0rdeis^«-6oi|i 
VeipgeowetQUiopreaebAegMipisL 4iM«npdmg40'tlie 
b^ d«fi wi4ywi wr rendi^dMn weee not k n ithaa 6^000 
mi^ietm at that lime bdnngm^ tt» tlw PHwbyjKrim^ 
Q^gS^tjicmdt IHpt^b Refbiined»L«ftlie»a% Bqp^ a«i 
Pl^flestant Ej^jncfpel ehwekeai and lAowng onlf %0M 
fe^ 1^ ^fthodisto and all otjier ,seel% whiok itisbeU^aad 
jMjmy consii^bly beli^ 4be a^t^al number^ we:faid««& 
tb^.0A(B ai^isMir fi»r eyery we thengand mhaliitantii 
Fi^.tJ^ cgn^piKtatlon it will inqwar thi^ thearappf(BftM» 
is fu^y sittftaitted ; aft loMli thero.viTOMi ai 
tbai^^POQ mirnst^ Mfxi^jm^ thn> three denawiniHietiB 

all pf which hold. &st the distinfnidMng d»ctriim^^( OA- 

AUpi^ing th9 accm^y of ibeae eemarfca, what eodd 
hf^ye b^p Mr. Beeeher's deeigii is mmding the neto d# 
alarm on such a high key ? Did he not mean |o ineittnale 
9mP8 ^18 brethren of New^Gngkmd^ to wkem^the AAhress 
ym efgeciMly dir#i^|ed» ik94. .all jQtber. minislers^aaifet be^ 
i^«f^lsiE|ded,: af not .. bei^.^ualififldi to iapifft reKgiouat 
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iiMhiolimit it it 061 istettded to iffipMeh the mttiif^ cf 
Jtiie attlkor of this Address. Baa^ is the power df prejii* 
dioe, opeta^ig under the itepolse of strong, loeal feeliDgs, 
that he might haTe persuaded himself that the salvation of 
i^ nstioii depended apon a well-organized Cidviniatic 
onilristryy marching ftnrward in firm phalanx against pht 
'tost of ArmkikuMi^ and ali others whom they might c<m- 
sider to be heterodox in thdir religioBs ^nions. Allowhi^ 
this to I»i4 been the ease, the means resorted to on tMs 
i>edasioB were highly fnropen Butif any choose to say that 
this was not the belief of Mr. Beeoher and his associates, 
^en ikej must a&w that the assumptioi»l conltained 
in their 'Address were entiicfy unwarranted by factSy— 
ahat a ^ibe and highly exaggerated description was given 
<)f the moral and spiritual destitation of oUr country. 

The inisvitalde Fesoit of this investigation is ^is :«^' 
1. If Mr. Beedm's etateraeiit, that there were but <* 8,O00 
competenit r^^tous instntoters" at that time, were true, 
•WHMT were eensidered sncli except Calvinistic ministerii, 
emd not even ail of these, for moM Of the Baptists are such. 
St. By suptilying the d^ficieiHsy of 5,(^)0 ministers with 
such as Mr. Beecher had described, dien all other minis- 
tiem.imist be put down as incompetent to instruct thh 
Ipae]^ ill Mligmus things. 3» To accomplish this object, 
•entirely sectarian in iu character, the Address was writ* 
. ten and cir^^tedi in which it was stated that 

"To prodnce such a combination and such eflforts, ^ 
wretched stale of onr country mitst be made known. 
The infiirmi^ioii contained in this Address may, with 
|ttopriety, it is believed, be communicated on the saUbaths 
«o all oar worshipping assemblies, and the investigation 
cmnmeneed in it, with prepiriety be eontkmed, until a 
veguhlf and Mnnte account can be given of the reK||fOUfi 
fltale of onr latid< The newspapi^r, the tract, and nfega- 
niaM, moit dMose to oiir simnbering countrymen tiieir 
dia|[er. The pMs must groan in the communication of 
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our wrelGhedness; and from >v«r^ ]wd^ in tiie tod As 
trumpet most sound tong and loud. The. nation most 
be awaked to save itself by. its own enerfbs, or we are 
undone !" 

Such was the language of the Addjt^s. 8ach were tbe 
mighty eSoris to be made to annihilate the inftieiice of all 
the ministers in the land, but mich as should be marshal- 
led under the Genera standard ^ and answer to the watch- 
word taught in the thedogical 8ch9d under the churge of 
this charitable society. Is it therefiMre toy wonder that 
other denominations took the alarm 1 , ' 

Among those whose zeal was kindled on this occai^Miy 
Mr* Garrettson showed hiiinelf in the foremcM r&nks. 
Excepting the bishops of our church, pierhaps no man 
living W9A better qualified from his peri^H]^ 'observatkmy 
' to make a true estimate of the religiousstate of^e country. 
F(a moo than forty years he had trailed in various parts, 
of ^ IlnJtBd Stat^, and {»reaehed the everlasting gospel 
with a ^are success. Beheving that Mr. beeeher's repre- 
sentations were calculated to make im erroneous imprtaaon 
on the public mind ; that he unju^ly depreciated the talent, 
the piety, and usefulness of ministers of t^her dencmuna-: 
tions, and that his remarks tend^ ^ promote a qpifk of 
;<iectarian zeal imccaaipatiUe with these liberal views and 
feelings, inculcated in the gospel of Jesus, -Mr Gkirrettr 
flbn addressed himself directly to Mr. Beecher on these, 
subjects, in a printed letter of 28 pages^ 12ktio. 

He commences by telling Mr. Beecher, that he had 
** been endeavouring to promote the Redeemer's Iciligdom 
through various parts of this ocmtin^nt for more than for^ 
years," and that during that time he had vnilnessed the 
displays of the convincing and regenerating pojirer of Qoi 
from one end of the country to the other. B^ k " i^pears 
to me,'' says he, '* that yoi;i and yoi»r asSodii^ids have ghrea 
a very unfair and uncharitable'representation of the reli- 
gious state of our nation, whether designedly 0i fmr want» 
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<^b6Heif ittibrmatioii, I leave for yonr readers to deter- 

Hie remainder of die first jmrt of the letter is devoted 
to tbe reHstatton of what were cc^sidered to be Mr. Beech- 
es ifijuribite impcitiitions of other ministers ; but th^ 
author confines himself princijfiatly (o the vindication of 
liffi own b^hren Of the Methodnt ministry, leaving it to 
others to answer for thcimselves. The foUowiog paragraph 
wiO show How adroidy and snccessfiilly Mr. Garrettson 
mebtr Us antagonist in one item of his calculations :-— 

'* You hiive placed your chutch in Connecticut on the 
highest scale amoitg the several states in the IJiiion. Tou" 
have given a short history of it, and have, itt your i^yi 
ptostratedifae southern part of our coitntry. Frobad[>Iy you 
are a native of Connecticut ;. I was bom m Marylaml; 
and as yon have, among odier southern states, undertakea 
to degrade the religious character of the people of this 
state, I am willing to compare them with those of your 
State. I am well acquainted* with almost every part of 
both; and as you have fixed your eye on the Congrega- 
tional Church in Connecticut, I shall fix mine oti the 
Methodist Episcopi^ Church in Mar^and. 

^ Tou say that you have upwards of 200 congregations, 
averaging 50 me'mtyers each, making about 10^000 church 
members. I have looked over our church records, and 
find that we have in Maryland* more than 2^,000 church' 

* A&. l««ehtr had rapiMsatdl the itate of Marytend as being in 
9 moat teploirable condition. After Imv'mg eaid that Virginia, witl^ 
m population of.974«622, needed 900 ministers in addition to4he 60 
it already had to make up the 1 for every 1,000 of the inhabitants, 
be says, <<Of the state of Maryland we cannot speak particularly « 
INft flom general iaformaf ion on the subject, we have no reaspn to' 
behove the Mi^y any better than that <tf Virginia ;"'tbat>»,ai^ 
ta900. He nuistthfrefom have considered either that the Melh0d- 
iets were not worthy to be included among Christian ministers and 
members of the C%urch, or otherwise greatly diepreciated the reli* 
j^ous character of the state of fiiuryluid. 
23» 
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members, who have the pare vrotd (rfGod preached, add 
the sacraments duly administered." This certaiidy was a 
triumphant refutation of Mr. Beecher's statement. 

In addition to its being the inrofessed 6bject of tli^ 
Address te awaken the Numbering energies ef this nation 
to the religious state of the people, it w^ beUe?ed by 
many, and indeed I believe by toost who read the Addrett, 
that it had a political object to accoip^dish. This belirf, 
.in Connexion with the general moven^nts of Ae Congre- 
gational churches in New-England; was founded on the 
fdbwing passage. After intimating that our general 
government was very defective as to its provisions for its 
own permanei^y, the Address says : 

''A remedy must he applied to this vital defect of our 
national organization. But what shall that remedy be 1 
There can be but one. The oonsdidatibn of the state 
governments would make a despotism. But the preva- 
lence of pious, intelligent, enterprising mto^ers, through 
the nation, at the ratio of one .for a thousand, would esta- 
blish schools, and academies, and colleges, and habits, and 
institutions of homogeneous influence; These woal4 pro- 
duce a sameness of views, and feeUi^s, and interests, 
which would lay the foundation of our empire <m.a rock. 
Religion is the central attraction which mu4 siqiply the 
deficiency of political affinity and interest. Religion is 
the bond of charity, which in storms must undergird the 
ship," — meaning evidently the national ship. 

Whether Mr. Beecher really deseed to produce a 
political revolution, by effecting a change in the n^tiona] 
constitution, or merely to produce such hontt^geneousnessof 
views, and feelings, and concentration of action, as would 
enable tl^e who should be under the influence of these 
views and feelings to ccmtrol the national electiona and coun- 
cils, we pretend not to determine. It is, however, manifest, 
I think, to all dispassionate minds, that could he jdace one* 

minister of his own order over every one thousand of the^ 

J" 
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kihabitaBbo(tliese8Ciitef--7aiid hisoalculations went to that 
objeoti— -ibr by including ministers of ail other orders, there 
was mote than that proportion even then,— *they might 
exert a most posrerlul inAience on the national legislature. 
At any rate, many serioos people. ililly bdieved this was 
one object of the Address. That this was the opinion of 
Mr. Garrettson is evident firom the fcdkming sentence :— 
" The i^immering light beaming through your perform- 
ance leads us to suppose. that as you are the privileged 
order in the eastern states, so you wish to be through tl^ 
whole Union.'' Winlever may be thought of the merits 
of this controversy, such was the general burst' of iadig- 
natipn manifested from almost all quarters jmipst the 
assumptions of the Address, the evident proiMHl^ons it 
uttered againdt other denominalaons of Christians, that the 
friends of Mr. Beepher it is said called in and destroyed the 
Addressk* It was, however, reprinted by those who were 
iniiEHcal to its principles, thinking that probably the most 
effisctual way to prevent them. from being carried into 
effect was to have them generally understood. 

Mr. Garrettson finishes his strictures in the Mlowing 
worcb:— "I hope^in future that you and your associates 
will be more wise and pious. You will then be less selif- 
confident, and will &id it easier to exercise Christian 

* But tfaonirh tbe Addreia wiu called in, the principles set forth 
and advocated in it, have never, so far as I have understood, been 
disavowed, either by Mr. Beecher or any of his fHends. Had thi^ 
been done, so much notice would not have been taken of this affiiir 
in this place. On th6 ooatrtry, stgfbsequent measnies have only 
tended to strengthen the belief es^ressed by Mr. Garrettson and 
others, that something more than a mere desire to propagate puxe 
religion, had mingled itself with the councils of that society , and 
those who were pledged for its support. Sorry indeed should we be 
to attribute any improper motive to any body of men ; but we can 
no more close our eyes to the history of events, than we canjrefrun 

« firom rejoicing that the << Lord God omnipotent reigneth/' sad 

, grantedi to bSt people rest m 'this happy land. 
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elMitf l9MKd UidM who A> BQi tMitii i»«tity ^^ 
afffoudok I hftTe ditffaig nij nsinistry kboQfed ibr pMiee^ 
and I desire as &r as it isa^ussiide lb hasre t einrkiMe 
fedUog fef all. It was witli a degree <>f r^tctawDe Owt I 
ttsdertook la write upon this oecaeidii } but a:seitse (rfdni^ 
ovofnited ray lodtoatioii. I desbe tMsthef tiid hminmnf 
ridies, nor pleunves of the wdtUt,. bol only tob^ a; fiiBbfWel 
of Ite liord Jesus, whom I Imve lotfod ftoar Utt oiudy pun 
ofnylifik IftdeedlbriiK»iethatiMyy6afsih«vo^iiM 
IheHolySeripCDres with pleasure." Att«tio#e»eaei^fideii-^ 
ed With the author <^the abovooidiAets, will reactily pel^ 
ceive'that it is perfiostly ebaractMstic of h» ratDUei^ c( 
wrkingy as well as eipresrite ei the pirafaaiBg sentiesa^f 
ofhisheurt. 

At the confemiee of 1^17, wiiioh Wfa held in Middl«- 
hury, Yennont, Mu CNurrettsoii wac^ returaed tts it su|>^-* 
mnaefairy. This 9,ppmnmfftst by no memn^ pleas^ btfu, 
as be fidly believed himsdf competent to do efeeti^ 
service. The ai^intuienty however, was Bmde by the 
conference wHh a view to his accommodation, thdt he 
might be at liberty u> labomr When and where he might 
think he would be most'useftl ; and the assurance ostitis 
re^)eetfol and friendly feeling gave him satisfectiotf. 

It is manifest that Ms growing infirmities made it SMAe- 
what difficult for him to travel very extensively. Blessed 
with a pious and agreeable family, possessing e^ery thing 
calculated to make retirement or domestic life desirable 
and happy, Mr. Garrettson had every inducement which 
an indulgent Providence could afford to remain at home. 
Yet in the midst of all these enjoyments, he sighed ftnr 
another sort of repose, for that repose which resulted from 
a consciousness of having done his best to bring sinners 
into the fold of Christ^ *' My mind," saya he, '' is after 
preckms souls.'' 

To gratify this prevailmg desire of hi/ heart, after 
remaining for a few weeks in the circled of domestic and 
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soekl enjoyment at his mansion in Rhinebeek, and preach* 
lag as occasion offered in the chapel, in company with 
Mrs. Garretts<m and his daughter he set off on a tour to 
the north, " hoping,** sayij he« " I might do some little 
good to the churches/' LeaTing Mrs. (^arrettson at Kin- 
der hodE, at the house ofhis friend; Judge Van Ness, whose 
pious oonsOTt formed an agreeable associate for Mrs. Gar- 
.retlsoil, his daughter accompanied him to Schenectady. 
They stigred mih Dr. Nott, the president of Union Col- 
lege. '' This ioMitution," says Mr.^Garrettson, *' is blessed 
with a-wo^y president smd professors, and. will, I trust, 
be a blessing to society, and gire «uch pleasure to its 
patrons." Here the Methodists, though few in number, 
and for from being generally wealthy, had recently, by 
great exertion, built a convenient house of worship, in 
which Mr. Garrettson preached with lirely satisfaction. 
From thence they returned to Troy, and put up at the 
house of the Hon. George Tibbetts, whose hospitable 
mansion is delightfully situated on the side of a sloping 
hill ascending from the eastern part of the city, denomi- 
nated Mount Ida. On the sabbath Mr. (xarrettson preached 
ih the Methodist church in this city, morning, afternoon, 
and evening, to an littentive congregation; and "truly," 
says he, '* it was a good day." He remarks, that when 
he first visited this place about thirty years before, there 
were only a few scattering houses, and no Methodist socie- 
ty ; but that~now he was rejoiced to find a flourishing little 
city, in which were four houses of worship, and not less 
than three hundred members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. What seemed to add to his religious enjoyment 
was the catholic and friendly spirit manifested by the seve- 
ral religious denominations toward each other. On the 
9^ of June they all returned in safety, blessing and 
praising God, to their peaceful home. 

After 1^ return be makes the following reflections, 
which perhaps some whom they might concern may read 
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to their iiiaeit:-^'' The gieat ones b&ve eet tbeaadtee 
^Etiiiet the work of reforiaatioB. I ha.ve labooved lo 
do them good ; Irat all oi j efforts fmm Uke wtter ^ill 
on the ^oundy whioh caimot ^ gstbeied up* Th^ ^ 
not o^Bly oHPOie; if they did, perhape I Bii|^ teVe 
more h»pe. li I wodd let them aloae^ they deoMett 
would bear with me ; hat how can I, as it mosnong er of 
God, let th«n sleep quietly over the pit of destruction i'\ 

The most part of the summer months 4!f this year be 
spent about home, preachmg only on the sabbaths^exeept 
a tour through some parts of Connecticut, uid sobm 
visits to New- York, f onghkeepsie, and a few other pkcee 
in the state. During this time be says, ^' I have had 
sweet seasons in leading, writing, and family devotkm; 
I feel thai God is good, and I will praise him.*' He ob- 
serves, " From the 20th of June to the 9th ^f December^ 
I have travelled about 1,000 miles, and preached whe»> 
ever and wherever I could find an opening." 

Under date of Dec 9, 1817, he says, '* Being pressed 
in ^[urit, though a great cross for me to leave my precious 
' wife and daughter, I entered into an examination in regard 
to my motives in leaving home — whether di^y cdled me 
in my 66th year to leave a quiet, plentiful habitation, and 
a most agreeable fiimily, to encounter the cold and stems 
of winter, at my own expense ; — but having made up my 
mind, a little before sunset I bade adieu to my family, went 
on board the steam boat, and by sunrise next raomiag 
found myself in the city of ^ew*' York, one hundred miles 
(m my journey southward." Staying only one night in the 
city, the next day by steam and stage he went to Trenton^ 
where he spent the sabbath very agreeaUy, prea^ng te 
crowded congregations. From Uience he passed ep *fe 
Bmrlingion, where he preached to a very fuU house, 0M 
lodged with his dd friend, Hr. Staging. Of him lb. 
GanreHiiD observes, '' He is a very old man, een&md to 
his bed, appears mneeent and baffQFt and hit Uen a gmit 
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sMPtMfttd th^ MMfte (rf'liedMdism in %A» ]^we." On 
Iteeeday te rod^ 10 Pbaiftd^pyft^ atfd fnii ^^^ 
<%peeB'«^ a fedatedAHHister « who bad travelled and preached 
iBitiMie was wcHra down, but * whose Cbriatim komtality 
itwtied the servants of God under his peaeefid roo? He 
iraftained inc Ais cky preaehk^ to krge and attentive 
a mMon e eo inthe eevMiU ohnseliesy visked many of his <M 
Mende, with whom he €tif>fed sweei ftUowship; nntH the 
ilh ^ikxxQxrf4 18ia, when h^ took the stage for WB^ 
Bttiigton, and on ^le fitflowing evening preached to the 
people wkh mneh satisfiu^on. He passed ihenee to 
AhhigCsby vHMre he spent the sab|yith, preached three 
tiflies to the people; and then went on to \A& native place* 
T^iarsday 15th» hesays, <' I preached within a mile of the 
aq^ where I was Wn : they were chiefly yoong^people and 
dtttcint^atlons^ They seem/' Bay» he, "^ to be ateoetM 
entirely newraceofpeeple^ there bmng few inthe^songre^ 
^lieBi whom I iBOidA Ipecogniseea mffiMaer .aeqoak^^ 
lisar," he comkinesi '^ Um^ «iy na^ve^eonnif makes hofl 
lildeHnpwfeaient^ and^thiii'UioinBchdissipatbnimvkaii 
ameag the yonng^'peoide. especia%^ ibr their own good 
eiA» in %HBpoml or q^ritoai e^joymenl^ ThiMgh^ti 
•oeie^ at'BoosbyhiU was notes kurge as it wa9 41^ years 
M&ce, \ was oomibirted und«r the reflllclton that it'hitd 
been^e nnreeiy^irdaiwtiahnianyphints had been taken; 
some- to heawHiy^ and otiiws .tran^linted to some «f the 
new eefldettftntB^ where they have grown into statelf trees 
offfigkteoisness^ H^th^hiiveestaMishedihemselveSy 
md 4>een> the means of good to the sonla of others. Thus 
thework'Spveadi*'' Here he was cheered with an aceoont 
of an i^ped'CQi^iey Mfi. Herbert and his wife, the first 
finks ctf MeAodiiRn In- this i^ace ; the woman had recently 
departed to glory in herMth year^ and the man still lived 
in the fear of God in the 94th year of his age. Here also 
be {»eached in what was called the Bash Chorch, the 
second Methodist chnrch which was bnih on the contiMnt 
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of AmerieAt And wUeh had been.siaaiiiig rnnAj ttjr 
yetrs. Takiag an oocimoa from the decayed ^Me of the 
churchy and Uie reflection that so many of the old £Mni- 
bers hfl^ gone to their reward, ai^ also fearing tbtt tbe 
rising generation were not so zedlous for God as timf 
^UHild lie, he cmd aloud from these words^ *' Who wiU 
rise np, and rebuild the tc^iplel" Ailer which, 
by Mr. Toy, an aged minisler, he administered Uie i 
ment of the Lord's supper to about 60 co^nnunicant^^ witb 
whom he had a solemn and profitable tiipe. 

Having finished his labours in these parts* and df^ared, 
as he humbly hoped, his skirts of their Uood, he wei«t. 
thence to the city of Baltimore, where he was much re- 
freshed to find a glorious work of religion gmng forward. 
With all the vigour of youth he entered into this work, 
oatchiagr and enkindling in the hearts of others, the;fiie of 
Divine love. He pleached in the several chnsehes in tho 
city, morning, afternoon, and eveninf ; attended ^^fmkyer 
meetii^ and lovefeasts ; visited fifem house to house, tad 
in t|||,midst of all enjoyed great pcibce of mindand heakh 
' of booyv T1k»^ he could not approve of all the exer^iaes 
which were tolerated, thinking that in some things extrava^ 
gances might have been beneficially checked, yet he 
r^oieed greatly at witnessi^ su^ maaifrst displays of 
the awakfloiing and regaimoing pewi^r of Divine graces 
After remiMning. in this city about two weeks, dunqg 
which time he preached no less than fourteen iennQii% 
betook his departure for the nsrth, pissed through Abii«* 
ton, Philadelphia, Trenton, and New«York, in all whicb 
places he stopped loqg enough to ''scatter some of the 
good seed of the kingdom," and in the latter part of Marck» 
after an abs^ice of about four months, keimce mcHre saktted 
^18 beloved family in peace and health. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

Attends the New-Tork Conference— Secession of a number from 
the chnrcli in New- York— His feeling in relation to that unhappy 
affiur — Makes a short tour to the north — Thence to the outward — 
Passes through New-Tork— Thence on to Middletown, Conn.— 
Thence to New-Lond<m, wheie he enjoys much peace— Visits 
Horwieh and preaches— Conversation with a pions lady— Remal 
of religion — Grieved with beholding the ravages of Socinianism— 
Ooe^ to Providence, R. I., and preaches— Probable check to the 
Soeinian heresy — Visits Boston and Lynn— Origin of Methodism 
in Doroltosler, Mass.— Visits Caml^idge— Returns to Hartford — 
Thence to Rhinebeck— Domeslie felicity— Makes a second tour- 
Affliction— ^Reflections thereon-^Ardent desire for the salvation of 
souls— Returns through New-Tork city to Rhinebeck— Revival of 
religion there — Attends Conference. 

Mr. GAmRBTTBON's relation to the eonfts^noe, though 
ttOt altogether such as he wished, remained unchanged, 
and be continued to employ bis time and talent in that 
way and in those places which he judged might best pro* 
ipote the good of the church. The New-York Conference, 
which was ^is year, 1819, held in the city of Troy, ww 
attended with some very serious difficulties, originating 
from the state of a£^s in the city of New-York. 'These 
difficulties which lerrainaited in a secession of a number of 
members with a preacher at their head, were accompanied 
by n^easures which made it necessary to bring the affitfv 
before tbe conference ; but though some collisions existed 
among some of the preachers in relation to this unhappy 
bumness, in which confficting interests and feelings were 
Masted, it terminated as peaceably as could haTe been 
ejEpected under the circumstances. 

Tq these things Mr. Oarrettoon aHudes in bis j^urM 
with much feeling. Being a man of peace, and iacnng 
tbe interests of the church much at heart, he was always 
deqply aflfocted whenever any thing occurred to disturb 
tbe barmony of brethren, or to impede Ae progress of 

24 
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truerreHc^. Bat though a momentary |^«oin was spread 
over the church in ^ city of New-York, ikt clouds were 
gradually dispersed, truth finally prevail^ over error^and 
^eat peace has since rested on tho^ who loved our Jeru-* 
salem. 

Afler remaining at home a short time, on his^return fi^m 
the conftrence, Mr Ganretfsmi set off on a tour for the 
Mrth. He vii^d Kindei4iook, attended a ciUnp meetiuj^ 
^ Nisfcayana, a quarterly meetipg at Troy^ and preached 
in Pittstown, Lansingburg, Schenectady, and Albany, 
and likewise lU a quarterly meetii^ neur i^peacertown, sftid 
^enip^urned to his beloved hiaily at Rhittebecl:. ^* Dcir- 
ittg this tour,'' he says, " of about two weeks, I bid great 
sweetness in preaching the word, which I did onoe or 
more at every place I visited. I am now/' he adds, 
'^^ffifiiatiag in my Male edngregation at Rhhsebeek. 
Here I «n pleasantly situated, ^n agreeaMe family wit¥ 
evecy Ihing neceseraury to m^ke life desirsMe. This makee 
it ^ greater oross feir me to leave hon^/' 

On Angost 18, having enga^ a young mafi to^aeeom^ 
paay htm, he took Mb departure fi>r an eastern tooh He 
first, however, passed down through PefUghkeep^e^ over 
the highlaoite to Peefesl^, te Ti^ryiewn, tii all whieh 
places he stopped and preached, Mui tothe White I^ams, 
^jbef%Im pieaehed onsabiwlh^fi^miiflg, and itithe aftor- 
nooi^ at New Rochelle. ^'1 am now/' he miys, ''in a 
part of Mr. Beeeher^s 'iiMra^ mldnrness. We think, liew^ 
ever, tint the gospel has bisul^ gkirieuB«pread in ^m part 
of the eomtry. Witiiin isight mUes ef tt^ jdaee where I 
nofw am we can ^oun| mx 4»r $even Methodist ^hur^tes, 
where the word and ordimifiees^^Gdd are scNMinisteed, 
<sd viteiffi many persons of mideubted piety asiieH^ble for 
the wo^slup <rf<iod." -Oo^ Monday he i^ode kite the ehy 
of New-York, and put iq) mth his old friend, Mi^ €leeife 
Sudkley. He observet, ** I cocdd have shed tettirs.-cfver 
tlie aoci^, on aceouetef their tr)^g4dtuati<m,*' aHediiiff 
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Tha Sstovday fidloWing be lefl tlie ctty on bis way 
eastward. He passed cfo tbfougb Hye, Stamfiord, Fdr* 
fields Strat&rd, New Haven, to Middletown, wbere he 
tipmA the sabbatb, preaching to a full hovse of attentive 
beareniy aaerning, afternoon, and evening, the last sermon 
bekig on tbe certaintj of the resanrectioD of the body. 
Tktwoe he passed on to Hebvon, where he wi» haj^y to 
find a revival of rebgioiit and to be comfortably situated 
'm the inons fitmily of Mr. Burroughs. On Tuesday bt 
went to New London, wbere he enjoyed mueb «f tb^ 
dtoine ptea^ioe in secret devotion in the hoose of 6od^ 
This was his first visit to this place. He remained bON 
oaiil Thucsday, preaelnsg to a crowded bouse every 
evening. On Wednesday evening ht gave information 
tbet Ma be expM^ed to depeit next day, he vvould pr^eb 
at sunrise ob the doctrine of Christian perfection. Ac* 
cordingiy he says, *' I arose about four o'clock in the 
morning, and after spendkig more than an hour in retire 
Bient, i iqpaived to tbe church at the hour appointed, and 
preached to aboot 9M attentive hearers, i enjoyed a 
eideiMi, sweet season, while endeavouring to wat^ the 
souls of Ood^s peof^'' 

' After these solemn exercises were over, and taking 
some refreshment, he journeyed about four miles, to a Mr. 
MiHer's, whose daugbters and one son had recently ex- 
perienced a change of heart, during a revival in New 
London and its vicinity. The ftitber, 76 years of age, 
though ftieadly, made no profession of religion. '* Wi^ 
bm,^ says Mr. Garrettson, *' I conversed on the subject 
ef reHgien^^ngrutuhtfed hhn ofi the happy change wrought 
in his chMren, and urged him to seek the same blessing ; 

* It was a common practice with Mr. Garrettson, whenever he 
Iknt visited a ^aee where thtre waa a church, to repair thither St 
the first epfisetui^ ftspi^viate phi^t^. 
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I eadeatroured taobtiate the common Objeetion he maikr, 
that he could not change his own hearty by rerankrag that 
although Jesas Christ had merited every tlung fi>r as by 
his passion and death, yet we may not expect to be Mved 
unless we seek by repentance, prayer, and faith. After 
spending several hours with this k^nd family, and praying 
with them, we took our departure, and ro^ ten miles to 
Norwich, and preached in the church, which was nearly 
filled. After -service a pious woman asked me if any on^ 
had requested me to explain the Lord's prayer. I answered 
in the negative. She then informed me that she had prayed 
to God that I might be led to make that prayer the subjeot 
of my discourse. I answered, that when I went into the 
putpit, as well as before, it lay with much weight on my 
mind, so much so that I dare not refuse taking it as the 
ibundati<« of my sermon. She foceivedit as an answer 
to prayer. She had been pivtieulurly exwcised on the 
pe^tioUf Thy willbe thne in earth asitisifi hemten. it 
seems, that her husband was under an impression that it 
was his duty to became a travelling preadier,.and hm* 
mind was deeply exercised in respect to consenting to 
give him up to the work.'' While in this i^ace the 
stationed preacher gave him a reviving account, of the 
spread of God^s wc^k in the conversion of souls, which 
had commenced at camp meetings. . It^had ext^ided glo- 
riously through several of the neighbouring, towns, and 
some hundreds had been brought to the knowledge of 
the truth. 

Having finished hif work here, he passed, into the state 
of Rhode Island, and was much annoyed in one {dace 
where he preached, with the Socinians. WHh the Sofiir 
ntan doctrine Mr. Garrettson held no fellowsb^. Perhaps 
his zeal never showed itself more intensely on any subject 
^an when he came in contact with a system that to sup- 
port itself, the real Divinity, the proper, unoriginated,*and 
eternal Deity of Christ, mipt be called in ^u^ttian. His 
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,U^M tIiUiol9««U wkidk mta poblisked in tl» M^|iidt 

UA V^Wfif «Mi ^ the TiMi Society of Uw Methodist 

Episcopal Churchy evinced the d«!ip inl«rQ8l be ftlt in the 

son^ort of i^\B e^n«t ck^jki^QQ^rCbrisUfti^^ He ^uld 

-jt^t, tbertfbre» bi^i hi^^l4 wi^ p^wrn mA ^gM^on 

,^e t^M9§m y^Ufih the Spoiaian jsdiem^ w^ «0W, m^ bft4 

^1^1^ fiur some tiinei^ast, m^ing. amoog the^ ehuxcbe^ ah 

jSEbw-^Dglandy particujarlj. iiv the jsetropolis Qf j^l^^ficlilir 

setts, 09 well as in aione parts of Rho4e Isli^id. 

After preachiifg with much satis&ctipp ifli. PrpjKidj^pce^ 
both in the Methodist cl^rch, and by request*, in the tm^ 
jPOfi i yi e d hj the Re^. Mr./^i^'^n, a pipua Prfst^yt^ci^Ri 
ideifyman^ Mr. G^rettsop rode ^rward t^ Bri^toly y beve 
Jie preached to a large cpngr^ation ofi the d^oiot^ne of 
Christian Perfection, a favourite th^ne wij^ him. IJe^t^ 
Jbe found a Ifurge socie^j of pious p^nibers» w^afie domH 
luehaviour apd delightful singing ple^pe-d him nffucih. Of 
the bishop of the Prpt^slint Jlpp^i^opal Chunch, .residing 
in this place, Mr Garrettson speaks in terms <>f higli 
€<HnmendatiQa, 99 a man d^&p^y deretcKl to ik^ interests 
jof Christy ai^d expresses an ardent hope that he with his 
clergy and the MetIio4ist preachars, between whom there 
atpea^s no di£ferenee in their dpctiijaal views, ^itl b^ f hie 
to check th^ profi^^s of the Soc^ian h^esy, 9i¥i i^m the 
tide of £kf Idnsian refinements on the liberty of the hii? 
man will, or their metaphysical speculations ccmcerning^l . 
mergl inal^lity and natural ability. From Bristol he went 
on to Warrei^ and pr€«Mslied on '* Now the ju/^ shall liv^ 
hf fiuth; hut if a^y man draw bi^ck, nay soul §h^l hfive 
no pieaip€| in hpi." Aino^g others, the Vnitariaci mimt 
tor mad^ one of l^is hearers. May he not hav^ htiy^lP 
r^n 1 *' I feel," a^iys hor^" ftr this tovipg 80cie^y*;j,..*fe 
Sooierset h» flsp pr^eai^hed to m attentive congregotipni 
with iii/|iq|| latis^u^^. 

He then passed on to Easton, thence to Dorchest^, 
and tl^^ce dirough Boston, in company with the |(,ev. 
24* 
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EKjih H«ddinf and wife, to L^, wliere he (Hreaebed mi 
% short notice to a li;rge eoDgregatioii^ on ^^ P«l ye in tiie 
sickle, for the harvest is ripe." 

Mr. Oarreltson gives the fdbwing account of the rise 
and progijpssof the Jfethodisi Church in the town of Dor- 
Chester. He sajs, '^I lodged with a Mr. Otheman, a 
pious, wealthy gentleman from France, who a few yeaie 
since removed from Boston to this place. Some time 
previously to his leaving Boston, he had embraced reli- 
gion,* and had become a member of oiir Church. After 
removing to Dorchester, he invited preaching at his house. 
Though but few attended at first, wad much opposition 
was excited, so much so that the thoughtless multitude 
frequently stoned the house, the Lord soon began to 
work on the hearts of the people, and in a short time a 
considerable society was estaUished. Soon iiler« more 
room being wanted, Mr. Otheman built a handsome 
church at his own expense. It was in this hcrase that 
I preached." 

From Lynn Mr. Garrettson went to Cambridge, wtore 
he lodged with his old friend, Mr. Black, under wlyxie 
hospitable roof, and in the society of whose pious family, 
he felt himself much at home. The Sunday flawing he 
preached three sermons in the city of Boston, to very large 
congregations. From thence he journeyed through the 
several towns, in most of which he officiated, to Hartford^ 
where he preached with great freedom. Sunday he 
preached in Goshen (Connecticut) in the morning, and 
in the afternoon in Cornwall, and on the Tuesday follow- 
iog he was permitted once more to embrace his fiimily in 
h^lh and peace. " In this tour,'' sayis he, '' I was absent 
six weeks, travelled 600 miles, and preached^ about 60* 
sermons. I thank God for his presence, which was. wMb 
me every day. I do not wish to be employed in a bm^ 
work." ^-; 

We have already seen, that notwithstanding Mr« iitt^ 
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retutm enjoyed at home every iMog tbtt could make 
domeetienbagieeaUe^tbat though age and its attendant 
iiifinnitiee might {^ead a reasonaUe excuse ibr his remain* 
ing iff sach a pleasant reti^eat, free from the csres and 
fii^es of trav^ing— yet the ardour of Ins soul would 
ffonft him to hreds throsgh all these restraints, and 
Wave the indemeney of seasons, contemning equally the 
iadulgenees of ihis life and the pdttngs of the storms, when 
tl^ stood in the way of his duty taQod and man. 
''Accordingly, in the latter part of December, in the 
year 1620, we find him bidding adieu to his &mily again, 
for another tour to the south. As he travelled over nearly 
the, same grmmd as that traced out in a former chapter^ 
passed tbroi^h similar exercises of mind, and preached 
with equal ardour, displaying for his old friends and near 
r^atives the saiiEie affectioaate attachment, as well as 
efio<wg the saaedefotedness to the cause of his divine 
Master, it is thought not necessary to give a detailed 
ittcount of4hb journey. The following refections, how« 
ever, which he wrote down in Philadelphia, under date of 
Jan. 21, will be read by every pious reader with satis&ctioni. 
It seems «that before he left New-York, walking out one 
evening, he slipped doWo in the street, and severely brdised 
his leg. Notwithstanding he was able to pursue his jour- 
ney to Philadelphia, when he arrived there, his leg was so 
much shvollen that he was oMiged to keep hfe room, and 
to put himself under the care of a physician. To Dr. 
Sargeant he expresses much gratitude for his kind atten- 
tions. While eoiftned here, unable f<Mr active service, he 
thus writes :^-« 

*^ All is right, being in the cnrder of God. He knows 
what is best for his creatures. For three sabba^ I have 
been deprived of the privilege of the sanctuary; but while 
thus solitary , I have been contetnplating on the wonders 
of redeeming love, and the various beauties of the sacred 
Scriptures. O redemption ! How deep ! How unsearch- 
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t^ the DttQr J El«m% eiCisiiag in %ee lijFposiMis, 
jfet OD^ gktfiotiSi inconptelifiulhle Deitj, coeq^f^)^ cwr 
iSibstepti^y fad coeliprQ^l ! 

" Dumg Ike^ w^iek past I ka?e Iia4 » fflretl tmrful of 
spi|U |Aj e^Eerefjuet were various, but d|# i^^odi v^fctj 
CQ^cer Aed in Jflek i| q^ iii4ef4 i9 Qf^ in^llt^ f^fiP>6r 
ti^ ; but in mjself mefeljr I am but a faUefi jvnmA ^ t^ 
creatioii. I iqfaired what native cpfdd fainr^ 1^ ip^ lyt 
tbis pefiod o£ my life, ^ud 9^ this ipclep^.«f^«l(PL of t^ 
jcear, to leave my quiet (lome. Was" it for m^Q^ 1 No. 
Was it for ease (NT honour ? No. Wasitbecai]|seItiKNi|^t 
myself a g^eat preacher ? No* I wai^ 9fi I mif^eip,#^W 
of God, forty<rsix years afo, to be iamiai^r pf Jesu&Christ; 
and the blessed God has frequently si|gge(9t(i^ to n^e tJ^ 
he had caUed me for life, or as lofg as Isliouldbciablis (0 
work in bis vineyard. I jcUd some yenifB sinoi^ pli^ with 
the Lord t^t I vfas jg^owipgold i^A ipftfP* aid b^^ed 
that I might be permitted tQ stay at hame^and labour thei^ 
ociMisionaUy as 1 1^ aUe^ The Uef^d Go^ re^tcir^ m^ 
tQ my heating almost as perfect)^ as e^fr, sMrepgdijeped 
my intellect^ renewed me in w^\ a^ body, an4 told 
me I must go and do his work. To be sure it 19 a great 
cro% for me to leave one of the most agreeable femiUes 
with whiph a man can be blessed ; bitt for .Qhrist'a sa]f;e 
I can stagger under even this cross, and cheerfUly cast 
in my mite to promote the iotecests.of his kingdom/' 

HeriB is the trjue secret whence <Qrigji;i,|yte4 tiiat f^t|leas- 
ne9S of spirit whenever he had b^ea long a| hpme* B^ 
felt that the vows of his God wer/s ujff^ JliipH ap^ that h» 
must perform them. Often when I have iieen fevpunwd 
with a visit to his friendly and peaciefiil npansioi), iiave I 
witi^efsed, eyen in the nudst of every thti^ ofsdcnl^ed (p 
make life desirable, the anxiety of his mmd to he ii| the 
field, labouring for his Lord and IC^uster} and I ferily 
believe that he eiyoyed himself 6tr better in ai^ bn^oMt 
cottage on coarse fere, whep thuis empfoyed in the J^fOKi^s 
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vineyard, especially if he conid have one or two of his 
brethren in the ministry with hinti, whom he always loved 
with the tenderest affection, than he otherwise could, suf^ 
roonded with all that this world can afford. This work 
was the aliment of his soul, it being ** his meat and his 
drink to dp his Master's wUl," as a public servant of the 
church. 

As a proof of the high estimation in which his labours 
. were held by tha citizens of Philadelphia, we may remark, 
that unknown to him, the official members of the church 
appointed ^committee to wait on him, and request' his 
longer continuance with them. To %vhich he replied, '^ I 
receive the voice of the church as the voice of God to me, 
and therefore agree to remain a few weeks longer.^ 

To the same fact, the following letter, directed to ICrs. 
Garrettson, will bear testimony : — 

**Deab Sister,— We accept with much esteem the 
tender yourself and daughter have been pleased lo make 
us in your Christian respects. 

** Your good husband has been detained among us, for 
some time, partly by auction, and partly by a general or 
official request. Some of us see, or think we see, a pro- 
vidence in his affliction. It opened the way in part for 
his useftd labour among us, which possibly might not have 
been the case, had he passed through on his original plan. 
He will now leave us. His leg has got well, and he has 
delivered hb message to thousands ; many of whom, we 
tmstf in the embrace of the truth, will praise God in time 
and eternity for his Christian visit. We have, with others, 
strove to make his situation as agreeable as wa? conve- 
niently in our power, andhave beien blessed in having him 
with us under our f oof. Many tlunisands of precious vessels . 
has Jesus scattered through this vale oTtears, of whom we 
now know nothing ; but he will bring them with bim, when 
he ^comets to be glorified in bis saints^ and in all those 
who locdk fi»r Me vpetting/ 
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- *< Please accept in retorn, a T^eifrooi^ of i«rGhri«!^ 
esteem; and aiake acceptable a tender of qui bte to yoor 
dear daughter- 

" Believe ua io simplicUjrt 

*' Dear sister, aSooiionatelf >. 

" Wm. and Mmx Cbawp^e-" 

After rec6veriiig in some measare from his laI)(le^e|s^^ 
and preaching several timea in the dijOEerent chwrches in 
the city of Philadelphia, he wef^t thence to JE(alUmore« to 
the Eastern Shore of Mar jland, dc^c^ ev^y where b^9f 
received as a father in the goq[>ely preaching to overflowi^ 
congregaMons, until Apnl 96, 1821, wheA he returned to 
the citjT of New- York, where he spent a day or two, and 
then anived once more at ^hinebeck, after an ahi^ence of 
a little more than four montha On finding him^lf again 
in his domestic circle^ he sajrs^ ^'Q l40rd» how shall | 
praise thee for thy bving kindnese to me, thy poor^ un- 
worthy servant V* ^ 

It seems that during his absence there had commenced 
a gracious revival of religion in Rhinebeck. This was 
most cheering news to him. ** Thank Ood^" sajs be» '* a 
great change has taken place here within five or six weeks. 
About 50 have joined the church, anfl th^ greater propor^ 
tion of them profess experimental religion, most of whom 
are young people. Our little church is crowded with atten* 
tive hearers, and if the work continues we must enlarge it 
The blessed God began and. earr^ on this work in his 
own way« aud the staUoQed preacher and several of the 
most gifted membem in prayer and eixhorfation, were 
eng^iged as Vforiers t^qgeth^r m(h God. Freqii^tly tl^ 
meetings continued until twelve o'clock at ni|^ and 
sometimes until two o'clock in the morning- I haya aat 
with them aJmost every night in the wtaek, and have 90 
donbt of the genuineness of the we^h-'* 

The harmony of those who wove the auly^^M of this 
work was somewhat disturbed l^ the intii94«^^ ^ % 
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Spirit of prosetytinn to the peculiar sentiiiients of the 
Aiabaptisfs. This led Mr. Oarrettflon once more into 
the field of controfer^ ; and in a aenaxm he moAattKxk a 
Meaee of iafiml hapttsm^ io enter to prefwit the ywing 
conrerts frotti being drawn aside by tiie efforts of those 
wild insisted on adult bi^ptism by immersion^ as the only 
go^l mode. This had the desired effect, and the good 
varik ccntiBoed to .^^ouper^ The quarterly «iee^^^, 
which vie Mevded^m the 9Mk aad 17^, was a time of 
pm 1pW»», and **I tmst,'* says he, **nrach good was 

On Monday lie took the steam boat for Troy, in order 
to attend the ooiiiereBce. '' We had," says Mr. OarreU- 
sM, ^'edl'ajpeeable tkne throogh the whole sessioo, mA 
the encej^ticft of fheltfi^ much sorrow fbt two meinbers 
whom we were obliged to expel. I fear poor J. C. is gone 
for ever. O bow awfol! A professed laboorer in our 
Lord's vineyard for more than twenty years, finally dis- 
gncef bf feito43Wti^««il ^oon^hiel, and cai^ off tThns the 
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CHAPTER XVm. 

Mr. Garrettflon holds <m Im way— Eoga^ed in bnildhig a house 
of wonhip al Rhiaekock— ^ta off to attend GenefalOoniereBcto^ 
Lait visit to his ftative pkce— Some of the tmaactiona of the oon- 
ftrence — Engrliih delegates— Friendly intercoone and correipond- 
ence between the English and American conferenoee — ^His Yiews 
on some points of church goTemment— Attends the New-Tork 
oonihrence— Makes a western tour — Refleetione— Novation schism 
—Testimony against sahbath breaking-«-8olemn refleetions— At- 
tends a camp meeting— Retires to his mansion*— Private meditations 
— ^Visits some of his old friends in Westchester oonnty — ^Notice of 
Governor Jay— Death of Mrs. Carpenter — Her character— Visits 

Kingston — Death and character of Mr. Sands — Death of Mr. C 

S Death of old friends in New- York— Reflections on a call to 

the ministry— Death and character of Mrs. Suckley— Visits Phib* 
delphia — His zeal tot missions — Deadness to the worid— Attends 
the New-York conference— Preaches and publishes his semi-cent«&- 
nial sermon — ^Extracts from the sermon — ^Returns to Rhinebeck— * 
Last entry in his journal. 

I DO not find any partieolar accoont in the papets left 
by Bfr.'Garrettson of bis exercises and travels Smt the years 
1822 and 1823. It is, however, well known that be held 
on. bis way, in the same nndeviating coorse of ^templary 
piety» and, as far as bis growing infirmities wonld permit^ 
in the active s^vices of the sanctuary. 

It was during this interval that be was very active in 
building a bouse of worship at Rbinebeck. It will be 
recollected that in the preening chapter, when iq)eaking 
of the revival then prevailing in that place, be remarked 
that if it continued, they must bave a larger boose to 
accommodate tbe bearers. This was soon found to be 
the fikct; and Mr. Garrettson heartily engaged in tbe * 
work, contributing largely himself, and ceased nol until it 
was accomplished. Sucb a wMtk w«s ik^ only needed, 
but very befitting tbe exertions of one who expected at no 
distant period, to be an inhabitant of that " bouse not 
made with bands, eternal in tbe heavens." v 
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Having been elected a delegate to the general confer- 
ence to be held in the city of Baltimore in the year 1824, 
in company with Mrs. Oarrettson and his daughter he left 
home in the month of March, came to the city of New- 
¥ork, wheie he remained about three weeks, labouring in 
the city and in Brooklyn, and then, ApriFl, in company 
with Mr. Reece, aod some others, he took, his departure 
fktt Philadelphia. Here he lodged with kis friend, Dr. 
Sargeant. He remained in the city, visiting his old friends, 
and preaching in the several churches with much feeling 
and satisfaction, uAtil Monday the 12th, wh^i he went on 
to Wilmington, Del., where he preached the next day to 
a full house, and " God," says he, " was with us of a truth." 

On leaving Wilmington for E^kton, he says, " A young 
countryman and his wife took the back seat, paying no 
respect to age or any thing else, so that I had to ride on 
the front seat with my back toward the driver, which so 
fatigued me that I had to remain a day at Elkton to rest. 
This, however, gave me the opportunity of an interview 
with the Rev. Mr. Drake, an aged, intelligent minister, 
with whom I formed an acquaintance nearly fifty years 
since. On Tuesday I took the steam boat at 8 o'clock, 
P. M., and was in Baltimore before daybreak next morning. 
I took lodgings with my good friend, Dr. Baker, who mar- 
ried the daughter of Mrs. Dickins, the present widow of 
the late excellent Rev. John Dickins. She sat under my 
ministry more than forty-five years ago, when she was 
Miss Yaney. I rejoiced to find her so pleasantly situated, 
with such a pious, intelligent Christian, as I believe Dr 
Baker to be. Here also I met with my good brother 
Reece and others." 

On Tuesday, April 20, at the request of his nephew, 
Capt Norris, who cam*, for the purpose of taking him in 
his carriage, Mr. Oarrettson left Baltimore to visit on^e 
more his native place. As this was his last visit to that 
part of the country, I shall present his own account of it 
25 
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cbiefljr ia bis own words, '^ We rode/' i»|rft he, ^* abost 
twenty miles to Capt N.'s sister's near Bellair* I find a 
great vacancy in tbts house. When I was here jt few 
years since, the mother and her daughter Clarissa, two 
lovely females, received me with smiles ;-^nt where s^e 
ihey now? First the sister, and then the mother, took 
their flight to glory, leaving fear brothers uid ^ree siegers 
to mourn their loss. Mrs. Norris uid her dangbter Cla- 
rissa were both blessed women, and I cannot doubt bnt 
that they have gone safe home. 

" Friday 23. We set off— my nephew idndly tender- 
ing his services to conduct me wherever I wished to go^ 
to traverse that part of tiie country called Bosh River 
Neck, my native place. I saw many places which I used 
to frequent in the days of ray boyhood, and among others 
the old church in which I was baptized. By this means 
many circumstances were brought to my recoUectioa which 
transpired more than sixty years since. I was ^ad to find 
that the people had recentiy repaired the old church, and 
that a good fence was kept around the graves of our an- 
cestors. They have, however, no settled minister in whit 
is called the Old Parish; neither do they want one; for 
the Methodista have societies and houses of worship in 
every directk>n. We lodged at Mr. Ruthen Garrettson*s, 
who has one of the richest farms in the Neck. His mother 
was my mother's sister, and my father was his fether's 
brother, and he married my eldest sister's daughter. They 
both have a respect for religion, and I hope they will yet 
be saved. 

^' On the Lord's day morning I preached with much 
satisfaction in the Abington church, and then rode six 
miles, Ind preached in a neat church lately built in the 
forest under the direction of old Mr. Webster, who at this 
time was dangerously ill. I was sent for to visit him, and 
found him nigh unto death, joyfully waiting uMil histime 
should come. He was anvong the fh'st who embrafed 
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religion wheo. the Methodist preachers made their entrance 
into this part of the country Bboat Jiftjf-six years ago. 
He is now about eighty-Jive years of age, and has been 
a preacher more than/or<y years. He has a large family 
of children and grandchildren settled around him, whil^ 
he, Hke a Hpe shock of oorn, is waiting to be taken to the 
garner of rest. I had sweet f^lowship with him. A few 
days after I left him he took his departure. I bless God 
for this opportunity of conversing with him." 

After spending a day or two longer in visiting his 
friends, he returned; on the 27th of April, to Baltimore, 
the seat of the general conference. 

** May 1, 1824," says Mr. Garrettson, "our conference 
opened at 8 o'clock, A. M. I am, and I hope I always 
shall be, an old fashioned Methodist, and therefore was 
not at all pleased that the conference should have been 
detained so long in fixing rules for the government of its 
proceedings. So did not the apostles, elders, and brethren, 
who assemUed at the first council at Jerusalem, but being 
JuU offaitk and the Holy Ghost^ they acted in the utmost 
harmony one with another." This extract is introduced 
not as a censure on the general conference fer adopting 
by-laws for the government of their deliberations^ but to 
show the predilection of Mr. Garrettson Ibr primitive sim* 
plicity dsikd order. 

At our general conference in 1820, it^as resolved to 
open a more direct intercourse with our brethren in £ng« 
kncl by an interchange of delegates firom one country to 
the other.* Accordingly in that year, the Rev. JbbH 
Emory was sent by the bishops as our representative to 
the British conference. He bore with him the ^flowing 
letter:— 

* This mutual inteicourse had been kept op by the visits of Dr. 
Cpka until the year 1804, li^ce which time until the present it had 
jb^f n suspended, though the conferences continued an official corres- 
pondeace with eaeh other. 
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" B4dtimore, May 27, 18^. 
The General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the 
United Statesof America, to the British Conference of Ministers 
and preachers, hite in connexion with the Rev. John Wesley: 

Rbv. and dbar Brethren, — Grace, mercy, and peace 
be multiplied to you, and to the Israel of God under your 
charge, both at home and in foreign countries. With a 
sincere and earnest desire to establish and preserve the 
most perfect harmony and peace with you, our elder bre-^ 
^hren, we have adopted measures for opening such Mendly 
intercourse as will, we devoutly pray, tend to the accom- 
plishment ofthis desirable end. 

^tuated so remotely from each other, and under differ- 
ent forms of civil government, it is believed that no mode 
of correspondence will so eflfoctually unite the European 
and American Methodists as an interchange of delegates 
from our re^[>ective conferences. 

We are encouraged to hope that such correspondence 
will be accqitable to you, from the consideration of t^e 
visit of Messrs. Black and Bennett, at our last session, and 
from the friendly <q>inion of our dear brother, the Rev. 
William ^ack, who has been with us during our present 
sitting in this eity. . 

Should such a friendly intercourse be approved, we 
shall receive with cordiality your representative at our 
siicceedtBg sesskms, and, with the most sincere friendship 
mid aSection, recifHrocate the visit. 

The prosperity of your missions, bo^ at home and in 
finreign countries, is matter of praise and ^anksgivipg to 
the great Head of the church ; and our unceasing prayer 
is, that they still may increase more and more. 

The last four years have been distinguished by no <Nrdi- 
nary success within the field of our labour : our borders 
have been greatly enlarged, and the wilderness has bud- 
ded and blossomed as the rose. The last year especlaOy 
has been attended with an abundant ou^uring of the 
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Mi|y Spirit, and the inereaae of oor nmnbers has exceed- 
ed that of any former year. 

^ The field of misskmary labours is opening and extend- 
ing before ni^ unM the Divine providence aj^ars to be 
preparing the way for the eonv^sion of the Indian tribes 
on this vast continent 

The beaier^ the Rev. John Emory, has been appointed* 
our Megate to your body, and w9l be able to give you a 
mere particular account of the work under our charge, 
and especially of our commencement and progress in the 
fiiidBionary clause. 

Most earnestly praying that the Methodists may be 
ictontified in their doctrine, experience, and practice, in 
every part of the world, and that the Father of lights may 
pour upon you, and upon us, the Spirit of grace, and pre- 
serve us in the unity of faith, and in the fellowship and 
peace of his Son Jesus Christ, we remain, Rev. and dear 
brethren, yours in the gospel of our common Lord. 

^gned, by order and in behalf of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, 

Enoch George, Presideni, 
Alexander M'Caine, Secretary J^ 

To which the British conference returned the following 

answer : — 

**To the General Superintendentf of t)ie Methodist Episcopal Church in 
the United States of America: 

Dear Brethren, — We enclose to your care the reso- 
lutions passed by the conference, after the letters addressed 
to us by the American General Uonference, and delivered 
by the Rev. J<^m Emocy, had been read and considered. 

In additicm to the expression of our sentiments con- , 
tained in those resolutions, on' the renewal of intercourse 
between the two conf^urences, we are directed to request 
jou to convey to your next general conference our warm- 
est thanks for those declarations of unabated brotherly 
affection toward us and the connexion, which your letters 
25* 
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eomftin, and fiir the ft|qpMiitii»m of Mn Emony as your 
representative. 

In him we have recognised the purity of your do^tkie^ 
and the fervour and simplbity of you^ piety. We have 
received him not as a stranger, hut as a '* brother be- 
loved.*' Our hearts are as his hearty and it will be remem* 
'l>ared as one of the nbost leasing circumilaaces connected 
with the conference held in thb towa^ thai oor peMonal 
intercourse with you was here restcured, and that this 
** work of love'' was co^imitted to so able and excellent a 
brother, whose public ministrations and addresses in .our 
conference, have been equally gratifying and instructive 
to us and to our people. 

From the statements made by Mr. Emory as to the 
progress of the work of God in the United States, we have 
received the greatest satisfaction. We offered our united 
thanksgivings to God, that the doctrines of primitive Me- 
thodism, the preachingof which God has so eminently owned 
in the salvation of men, and the edification of believers, are 
not only continued among you in their purity, but have he&i 
so widely extended by your great and persevering efforts, 
and that the samfr holy discipline, in all its essential parts, 
continues, whenever you form societies, to guard and* eon- 
firm the work which God has made to prosper in your hands. 

For the state of our affairs in Great Britain and Ireland, 
and in our missionary stations, we refer you to Mr. Emory, 
who, as health would allow, has attended our sittings, and 
to those publications with which, before his departure, we 
shsdl be happy to furnish him, to be laid before you. 

You will see that we have had to rejoice with you in 
the great extension of the work of God into the -various 
parts of the British empire, and that the institutions of 
Methodism, which we have proved to be so well adapted 
to promote and to preserve true religion, are known and 
valued in every quarter of the globe. May we, with you, 
be the honoured instruments of turning the disobedient to 
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dbe witffan oflbe jut in every t>faiee» uA ^hfttmog te 
universal kingdoA of our Lord. 

Tlie reaolaikms on the diqmtefl in the Ccnadas, were 
adopted after a eakn and patient consideration of the eaae* 
in which we were greatly aaiirted by Iff. Emory. We 
hope they will lead to a fiiU a^joatment of those disputes, 
and that the affisotkn which exists between the two con* 
nexions genenily, will esrtend itself to the bretluren and 
societies in the Canadas. This is the disposition which 
we shall earnestly inculcate upon those under our ewe in 
^toae provinces; and we have full confid^ice that the 
same care will be taken by you to extinguisli every feeling 
contrary to love, among those over whom you have control 
and influence. 

With earnest prayers for you, dear and honoured hre- 
thren, in particular, on whom devolves the genial direc- 
ti(m of the affiiks of the great body of Uethodkts in the 
western world, and whose labours are so severe, but so 
gbriotts, — that you miay be filled with wisdom fbr coun- 
sel, and strength to fulfil the dut^ of your gr^at office ;-^ 
and also for all your churches that they may have rest, 
and walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comforts 
of the Holy Ghost, may be abundantly multiplied. 
We are, dear brethren, 

Yours most affectionately in Christ Jesus, 
Jabez Bunting, Presitknt, 
George Marsoen, Secretary, 

Liverpool, Aug. 7, 1820." 

The following are the resolutions referred to in the 

foregoing address : — 

^^Retolntioiifl of the British Conference in reference to their relation with 
the American General Conference : 

The Rev. John Elmory having been introduced to the 
conference as the accredited representative in our body 
of the general conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in the United States <tf America, presented a letter 
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ftom dni conftrene^, and g«re aa interailiBg ftad enma- 
raging statement of the pro(i^>trity of the work of Qod in 
the United States ; which aeeount the ocmfi^enee reeeived 
with much Batisfkction, aaid unaBimoi^ agreed to d» 
following reac^utions on the occtiien^ vii. 

1. That the confer«i06 eml»aee with fileMiire this 
opportunity of ree<q^nising that great prinoi]^| whicht it 
is hoped, will be permanently maiiitained,«^-yiat the 
Wesley an Methodists are one body in erery part of die 
world. 

, 2. That the British conference have freqn^i^ rejoioed 
in the very favourable accoun^ which have been leceived, 
year afier year, of the great and gUmons work which Qod 
is graciously carrying on in the United States of Ameri- 
ca; but that it IB with peeuUar pkasure that they receive 
a represenitBtive from the general conference in America. 
The sUtement given by our beloved broker, Mr^^Emury, 
of the present state of Methodism in America^ has been 
received with much joy ; and the conference hereby ex- 
presses its high satisfaction, not only in the deebxraiian, 
but in the proof, of the love of our An^eriean brethren in 
fully opening the way for a brotherly intercourse betwemi 
the European and the American societies. 

3. That the conference particularly rejoices in the zeal 
which is manifested by our American brethren, in carry- 
ing the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ to the Indian 
tribes, and in the success which God has already given to 
their labours in that natural and moral wilderness ; and 
hopes, that the time is drawing near, when the aborigines 
of that vast continent stiall become the mild and gentle 
followers of our gracious Redeemer. 

4. That it is the earnest wish of this conference, that 
the kind and friendly intercourse which is now opened 
between the British and American conferences should be 
continued ; and that, prior to the time of the next general 

~ conference in America, the-British conference will aj^int 
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one or more of their body to visit our brethren in America, 
and to be present at their general confermice. 

5. That a letter shall be sent to the American brethren^ 
containing these resolutions, and stron^y expressing our 
high approbation of the selection of our highly esteemed- 
brother, Mr. Emory, as their representative to our confer" 
enee, and our earnest desire and prayer, that, in the spirit 
of Christian love, we majr ever be one in Christ Jesus. 

6. That there shall be a regular exchange of minutes, 
magazines, missionary reports and notices, and of all i^ew 

* original works, published by the European and Amerkadt 
Methodists, from their respective book rooms.'' 

This friendly intercourse being thiK( opened to the mu- 
tual satis^ction of the two great divisions of the Method- 
ist family, this year, 1824, the Rev. Richard Reece was 
despatched as a representative from the British to the 
American general conference, accompanied by the Rev. 
John Hannah as his companion. This is the Mr. Reece 
to whom Mr. Garrettson alludes in the foregoing extract 
from his journal, and of whom he frequently speaks iju 
respectful and affectionate terms. On the introduction of 
Mr. Reece into the conference he presented the following 
letter, which was read by the secretary, Dr. 'Emory : — 

** To the General Conference of the Methocfist Episcopal Churoh assemHed 
at Bakknore, in the United States of Amerieft: 

Dear Brethren,— The time has arrived which calls 
us, in pursuance of a resolution unanimously passed in the 
conference of 1820, held in Liverpool, to commissiim a 
deputation from our body, to attend your ensuing general 
conference* to eonvey to you the sentimentoof our frater* 
nal regard, and affectionate attachment, and to recipro- 
cate ttait kind and friendly office,^ which, cm yowr part, 
was performed by the visit of one of your esteemed minis* 
ters, the Rev. John Emory. 

The increased interest in yeur qinritual welfere, which 
the establishnien^ of this mode of direct and officialdom- 
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manicatibn between the two great bodies of Hetbodists, 
has naturally excited in ub, and, reciprocally, we believe^ 
in yoD, is to us the first proof of its beneficial tendency, 
and a cheering indication of its future advas^ges. For 
why should the ocean entirely sever the branches of the 
same family, or distance of place, and distinct scenes of 
labour, wholly prevent that interchange of the sympathies 
of a special spiritual relationship whiclr cannot but be felt 
bf those who, under God, owe their origin to the labours 
of the same iqpostoljc man ;— bear, testhnony to the same 
great truths before the world, — and whose effiirts to spread 
the savour of the knowledge of Christ, on our part through 
the British empire, and on yours through the population 
of those rising states,* which have derived their language, 
their science, and their protestantism, from the same com- 
mon source, — Almighty God has deigned so abundantly 
toUessT 

We received with heartfelt joy the messenger of your 
churches, the Rev. John Emory, bearing the grateful 
news of the progress of the work of God in your societies^ 
and were refreshed by the expressions of your charity. 
We now commit the same charge to the faithful and be- 
loved brethren whom we have appointed to salute you in 
the Lordy that nothing may be wanting on our part, to 
strengthen the bond of brotherly love, and to call forth 
mutual and united prayers for each other's welfare, by a 
mutual knowledge of each other's state. 

We are on the point of closing the sittings of the pre^ 
seni conference, in which the perfect harmony of the 
brethren assembled has aMnrded matter fbr the nmt. 
devout and gratefbl acknowledgments to God i hcAx 
is the mUcoHon and the resuU of that entire aflfectioh i 
nnity which exist among our societies throughoui' 
united kingdom. - Through the mercy ot God, we 
rest on every side,-^the disci]^iiie we^received 
"i^enerable fonder » still enfbrced with unabtte4 t^ 
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and under a convieii(Hi of its agreement with the word of 
God, cheerfblly observed ; — the value of those apostoli9 
doctrines which distinguish us in the old and new world, 
was never, we believe^ more powerfully felt among us, 
and never were they with greater fidelity exhibited in our 
public ministry ; and, as a crowning blessing, numbers 
are yearly added. to us and to the Lord, and the light and 
influence of the gospel, are yearly extending, by the Divine 
blessing upon the labours of the brethren, into the still 
dark a^d uncultivated parts of our beloved country. ' Not 
tmto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name give 
glory, far thy mercy and for thy truth's sake.' 

You will also, dear brethren, partake of our joy in the 
success with which it has pleased Qod to attend the labours 
of our brethren in our different foreign missions. 

The leading particulars of their state and prospects you 
will have learned from our Magazine and Annual Reports, 
and it will therefore suffice to state, that, in this department 
of the work of God committed to our charge, upwards of one 
hundred and fifty of our preachers are employed ; and that 
the zeal and liberality with which our people and the friends 
of religion generally co-operate with us in this hallowed 
work, answer to every call, and seem only roused to greater 
activity and enlargement as the sad condition of the pagan 
world is by new developements displayed before them. In 
the formation of regular missionary societies in your church, 
to promote the universal establishment of the kingdom of 
our adorable Savioiv, and * to make all men see what is 
the fellowshiii^of the mystery which from the beginning of 
the world hath been hid in Gqd/ we have greatly rejoiced ; 
and in those encouraging dawning? of large success among 
the aboriginal tribes of your native continent, which have 
cheered the early efforts of those devoted men whom you 
have ordained to it^s blessed service^ In addition to the 
c2oc/rt}i^5 in; which we have been inetructed, God has in 
his mercy given^to^us, as Met&odist^ a disdplin« adapted 
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' in a very qpeciat manner V> misskmary ppentiotM, to build 
up and establish infimt religioQS societies amcmg heathens, 
and to call forth in every place a supply of labourers for 
extending the work^ and enlarging the cultivated field into 
the untilled and neglected wilderness. In the spirit of 
our great founded under God, who regarded the whole 
toarld as Ms i^arish, let the Methodists of Great Britain 
and America regard the whole world as the field of their 
evangelical labours ; and mindfcd of this our high voca- 
tioh, let us enter in at every open do(Nr, trusting in God to 
dispose the hearts of our people to provide the means ne- 
cessary to carry our sacred enterprises into effect ; striving 
together in our prayers that from us the word of the Lord 
may * sound forth to nations and kingdoms of men, of all 
colours and climates, now involved in the ignorance and 

, misery of pagan idolatry, and sitting in darkness and the 
shadow of death.* 

More fully to declare unto you our state, and to be wit- 
nesses of * the grace of God in you,' we have appointed 
and hereby do accr^it as our representative to your 

. approaching general conference, the Rev. Richard Reece, 
late president of our conference, and have requested the 
Rev. John Hannah, one of our respected junior preach- 
ers, to accompany him on this service. ' Belied in the 

; Lord and approved in Christ,' we commit them to the 

, grace oiGod, and to your brotherly affection. We earn- 
estly pray that your approaching assembly may be under 
the special guidance and benediction of our common Head, 
and that all your deliberations may issue in the lasting union 
and prosperity of your num^ous and widely extended socie- 
ties; that you may increase m faith and love; and that your 
labours may year after yiear continue to enlarge and esta- 
blish in the western World the kingdom of our l^ox$^,»d 
Saviour Jesus Christ — ' to whom be glory in ihe^ wtteh 
throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.' 

Signed in behalf of the Conference, 
Sfusffield, AMff. 11, 1821. H. Moobb, Pr^sideniJ^ 
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Aftei* which Mr. Reee^ ddivered the fdlowing ad* 
dresft:— 

^'BfR. PRBSiBENTy — ^The paper which has just been 
read is an expression of the sentiments avowed by the 
British -eonference,-^-and in which I heartily concur ; — 
sentiments of affectionate concern for the pro^rity and 
advantage of our brethren on this side of the Atlantic. 
It affiirded as much satisfiietion to receive from you^ by 
jonr excellent deputy, the Rev. John Emory, an overture 
to more frequent intercourse and closer fellowship of bro- 
therly love. Weskyan Methodism is one every where,-^ 
one in its doctrines, its discipline, its usages. We believe 
it to be the purest, simplest, most efficient form of Chris- 
tiaaity that the world has known since the primitive days. 
]>oubtles8, it is that which has had the sanction of Al- 
fmghty God, in its rapid and extended success, beyond 
any other in modern times. It commenced, nearly a cen* 
tury ago, in the mother country, in one of her universities^ 
with a few young men, * chosen vessels, meet for the Mas- 
ter *e use.' Then, it was the < cloud' little as a human 
band I'-r-now, it has spread widely, and is still spreading, 
over both hemispherei^, while its fertilizing showers are 
descending upon Europe, America, Africa, and Asia, pro- 
ducing fruit wherever they fall, — the fruit of knowledge 
and holiness. Methodism is our common prope|ty. We 
are alike interested in itr preservation and diffusion. It 
is a sacred trust committed to us. It is a heavenly trea* 
sure which we have to dispense for the benefit of man. 
Its spirit is not sectarian, but Catholic, and embraces 
Christians of every denominatfon, who hold the essential 
truths of the gospel, and < love a|ir Lord Jesus Chifist in 
aincaity.' Tour brethren in England were never more 
ccmcerned to preach its distinguishing doctrines of ju^fi- 
cation by faith, the direct witness of the Spirit in the 
hearts of believers, and salvatiw from all sin in this life, 
with simplicity ^fidelity, and zeal, thafeat present ,— never 

26 
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more concerned to enforce it^ discipline with firmness 
and love, and to ' train up' a people in the ' nurtare and 
^admonition of the Lord ;' — never more carefiil that it do 
not deteriorate in their hands^ but that it be transmtUed« 
pure and entire, to ' faithful men/ who ^all aucceed to 
their labours : for which purposes tl^y are ai^upus in 
their instructibnt and strict in their examination of the 
rising race of preachers, that these may be soan<l in the 
faidi, and lovers of our discipline. Many of them are all 
we can hope, young men whose ' profiting' has ' appear* 
ed unto al],Vand to whom we can commit the deposit, 
without anxiety, believing that they will .' obtain meroy 
of the Lord, to be faithful.' 

The. result of this care and pains to preserve ja pure and 
effective ministry, has been, and is seen in the hieing of 
God upon our labours, in an extension of his work through 
every part of our country, where 'great and effisctuai 
doors' are opening into new places, and the Lord is 
'adding to his church daily such as ^e saved.' The 
members of our society are also improving in personal 
holiness, and zeal for good works. Theyare^ more.ready 
to concur with us in spreading the gospel abroad among 
heathen nations, as wel| as in tightening the ' cords* 
jof our discipline at home. On the whole, our prospects 
were never more bright, nor had we ever more reason to 
be encouraged. 

My opportunities of. intercourse with you mnce my 
arrival in this country, together with the satisfaction I 
have had in attending two of your annual confermices, 
where I met with many of my American brethren, render 
this one of the most interesting periods of my life. I have 
witnessed the disinterested and laborious zeal which difr> 
tingttishes your character and conduct. I have seen the 
fruit of your labours in the excellent societies in New- 
York, Qoston,. Philadelphia, Winchester, and this city. 
The dootriaea and discipliae of lilethodism, when rightly 
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i9][^ed, io, under the blessing of Obd^ produce a s^ptural 
conversion, and fortn the genuine Qhrtstiin character 
every where; and either at home or abroad, I find that a 
Methpdrst, trhO lives according to his profession, is a 
* ^low heir* of the same * grace of life.' My prayer is, in 
accordance with the prayers of the body whom I repre«^ 
tent, that you may go on and prosper, until, as the honoured 
instruments of God, you have diffused gospii light and life 
through every part of this vast continent, and every dass 
of its interesting pc^latkm ;— *that the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ may be every where glorified in his dtsot" 
pies, ilmem" 

The deliberations of this conference were protracted, 
beyond the usual time, chiefly in consequence of the nu« 
meroBs petitions and memorials which were sent up 1^ 
many of our k>cal bretliren -aud other members. of the 
church, requesting a lay representation in the councils oC 
t^e church, as well as several of an opposite character, 
|>raying that all thhigs might reoMiin as they were, Though> 
Mr. Garrettson, in coincidence with the majority of his: 
brethren, thought it inexpedient, under present circum- • 
stances, to grant the prayer of the petitioners ^r a Jay^ 
representation, yet he seemed to think that some modifi- 
cation in the general outlines of the government might be 
usefiilly introduced. From what he has recorded in his 
journal on this gnibject, it appears that he adhered jto the 
lai^ lo the opinion that each annual conference should 
bave its bishop, to travel annually through its boumte, to 
preside in its sessions, and to station, with suitable coun- 
sel, th^ preachers* And though I cannot agree with htm^ 
in all his views in reference to this subject, I thoi^ht it 
due to him, and to the readers of his life^ to state the, fai^, 
without farther comment, than just to say, that the nt^do' 
ef "Church government involves questions so various .«nd 
perplexing, on account of the silence of Sdjpture as to 
pm<MribMig any p€frHcnlar mode luk^diMiHeUon from all 
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oAeta, that writinrM^n this subject should, above all other j$, 
avoid a dogmatic ^g^irit, and exercise much forbearanoe 
and charity toward each other. 

After attending the New-York conference June 1, 1824, 
in peace and safety, he returned once more '^ to Ueas his 
household." He did not, however, remain long in his 
beloved retir^nent. In company with Mrs. Garrettson 
and Ins daug]i|ir he set off on a tour lo the nordi-i^st. 
After preaching in Scheaectody on sabbath, July 4, 1824^. 
he took a canal boat on Monday for Utiea, ^here he arrived 
on Tuesday^ and in the evening of Wednesday preached 
to a crowded house^ on a favourite subject, from the words 
of our Saviour to Martha, ^' But one thing is neetfid.'^ 
Here he met Bishops George and Hedding, with whom 
he took sweet counsel. He makes the feUowing reflec- 
tions on the changes and improvements in thk part^f the 
country: — 

** What an astonishing akeratkm in this country ! Bfere 
than thirty years since, when I was traveling throu^^ 
tiiese parts, preaching and forming circuits, I could find 
here and there cmly a h>g hut to screen me from the biuts 
of winter, or the scorchings of a summer's sun^ But now 
the country is thickly populated, Ikrms highly cultivated, 
villages multiplied, and churches erected in every direc- 
tion, Splended coaches rdling through the streets, dec, &c. 
I fear, indeed, the people in general think more of the 
world than they do of their souls, i awMly fear for the 
inhabitants of this fertile country." 

After remi^ining in Utioa eig^ days, ^' bearing," as he 
says, ** a faithful testimony against the psevaiikig vices of 
the place," and likewise recording his* sense of the kind- 
ness of his friends, he returned to Schenectady, wh«re 
^'our good friends at the college," says he, '* were very 
attentive, ^ng every thing in thehr power to make us 
conlfbrtabte." 

After observing thatin Utiea and some other places, the 
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Melodists seem to be on ike ba(^ j^roond, he isayi^ 
** What is the cause ? O Lord, heal our bsckdidiqgl, aad 
bring lid to oar former standing. Scnne men learn to preach 
as they woold learn any other profession, geta scanty -si^ 
port, and I fear get t»it few if any sottis for their hiru 
The good old plan was to be ^Artis^ out with the awfiii 
woidd pressing on ^e soul, Wo is me if'Jipreach notJTke 
gifspelf la ail sneh there is an anient desire forliDli- 
liess^ a burning zeal fc^ the /salvation c^ perishing sinnerai 
and by tjieir means precious souls are gathered into th( 
fold of Christ. 

' *^ I spent the greater part of Thursday 15/' says Mr. 
Oarrettsm, " at Dr. Nott's,' reading Jones's Church Hkh 
?tQry, He certainly views whafr I call the NovaHan schism 
—which happened about the middle of the third century — 
much ipnore fevourably than I can. After the death of .the 
'bishop of Rome, when the people were about to elect a 
succeasor, NotaHan wished for that high office in Ihe 
ehmrch ; but when he found himself defeated, h| finrmed 
'a party, which elected him, and set him apart as iH^mp 
of Rome. If this was not making a s(Msm in the church, 
I am at a loss to know what ought to be called by that 
*name. At that period, under the persecutions of the hea- 
then, Jesus Christ certainly had a living body at Rome. 
I think* it was pride, or some other 4mholy passion, which 
excited Novatian and his party, thus to rend the body of 
Christ, to sow the seeds of discord, the firuits of which 
were so much depreeat^d by Cyprian, bishop of Carthage. 
I dare not call tl^ origin of that branch of the churdi 
which has ome down to us through the Waldeases, by 
means of the Novatian schiAn, a pure succession from ^ 
^lostles." I bdieve-the united testimony of ecclesiastical 
historians goes to say that although Novatian held fast the 
essential doctrines of Christianity, be formed his party 
without justiiable means, being actuated by a spirit of 
rivalry toward Cornelius, who was chosen in prdferenoe 
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to NonOian to tbe offiee of a bishof on wemtAot bis d» 
tingouhed vutaes. * Tim fate oAiice to Novaliaii, who 
was a wefifite ckaraeler, and cairiod kia t^pA ni^ioBS oF 
dutreli disoij^ine so fiur as to reiiifle a readmiiikm into 
the ehuroh of any persons who had Mien into m, bow- 
em penitent they might be. These things beiiHj^ eeosi- 
Jkied, Mr. G«|»ett8on had good reason tosmpeetthejnirc 
mrigin of that cbiurch which proceeded ftom the Bchis&i of 
Kovatian. The history of those ttases, however^ is of that 
character as to render it eztremd^ difficult to form a cor- 
rect judgment respecting the true causes of Uie Tarious 
eaets which from time to time distmrfoed-the tran^Ui^ of 
the church. All who dissented firem tbe main4)o4^ were 
denominated schismatics^or hereucs^ with n^t degree <rf 
justice and mith it is somewbal difficidt le decide. . 

After returning and remainmg a lew days M Jmne, he 
took the steam boat for New-York. He hm« beai^ a 
pointed testimony agakurt the iramoraltty recently intro- 
duced hvan c^ppositicm line of steam boatSt in starting on 
the Lord's day; " I fear/' eays he^ *' onr sins will bring 
down the judgments of God upon us."^ Sunday A^ ^5tb^ 
lie observes, *' I fNreached and had a precious sacramental 
season in Allen-street church, and in the evening the .iqmd 
was refreshing in the cluirch at Greenwich. 

" My Messed God has been good to rae for many yews, 
for which I will praise him. I am now benditij; over eter- 
nity, and must soon^o the wa^ of €dl the earth. No|dbeing 
able to walk about much, I am leluod in the hoq[>itabie 
fiunfly of Mr. Suckley, and have a good time Snt self- 
examination, meditation, and prayer. F am under many 
«id the strongest obligatiQ»rto my heavenly Filler, and 
am ^y sensible that I have nothing in myself to leeom- 
mendmetohiafavour. Mercy through the nmtoofJeens 
Christ is my only plea. The aged as well as the yomg 
must continually say, ' Every momoit. Lord, I need tlie 
merit of thy death."* In several places he has left ^OQ 
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tecGfid seiitimems similar to the above. It would I4>pear^ 
therefbrOy (bat he was endeavouring to weigh himsdif in 
the balance, to oast up hia aecouuls, that he might be 
ready^ whea called^ to render them qp "with joy, and 
0ot with grie£" He continued Jabonring in the seyeral 
charebes in the city and in Brooklyn, until Augipt 10^ 
wh^i he setoff to attend A camp meeting on Long Island'. 
*' I endeavour," says he, " in every sermon I preach, to 
ddiver it asjf it were my last. I oflen think of my^ dear 
old friend, Bishop Asbiiry, who spent the last shred of his 
valuaUe life in the service of his^reat Master. I wish to 
do good, to be greatly taken up in my blessed Master's 
work, that my last may- be my best days. O I wash me, 
Iiord, nd make me cleaa.'' -* 

Aftet attMi^gthe cwskp meeting, with which be seemed 
nmcb pleased, becaiBBe he tiionghtigood was done, he 
returned 4o the eity, where be spent a few days in visiting 
and preacbing. On Ifimday he left the ci^ fer RMne* 
beek. <' This Week,*' says be, under date of August 2S^ 
'* I have spent with my femify, and have been frequently 
in de^ esoercise of nund. I cannot be felly satisfied, un« 
less employed in the work of the blessed God. On this 
day, eabbatb, I have preached in the mi0n<m chapel, 
morning, afternoon, and evening, with much liberty. 
May the blessed work revive in RhinebeGk.'' 

A few days after be remarks, ^^I have been several 
weelei about home, n»d sometisses have preached two or 
three dmes oni the liotd's day. I am sensible that te be 
happy we most be rationally enjoyed, and not take anxious 
thoughts for tbe morrow. The maxunofoor divine Saviour 
is feunetod in the toess of tUngs, Sujfidmtunto the dffy 
is the mU thereof. I b«re now in my retirement time fer 
teflectiett and self examination, and altbongb, Messed be 
G«d, I have not <hsignedly erred, yet in many things I 
discover my imperftctioap, Sometimes I suffer much 
depression of qpiritt, When I sboidd rejokse and praise 
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Qod, who has sorromided me wUh so taajoj mereie& Jesus 
is my firiend, and I will ptaise him. My dear-Hrs. Gar- 
rettson is alwayjs ready, when a gloom overspreads ray 
miftd> to administer a word of comfort; and the Section- 
^e and cheerfiil conversation of my lovely daught^, is 
enough to awaken sensibility in the heart of a hermit. 
' Why art thou cast down, O my soul t' Nearly half a 
century since I was happy in the perfect love of God, and 
my labours were abundant in his service. The blessed 
God has ^voured me with many days, and with a good 
constitution ; but I fear I have come short in doing ^ 
much in his cause as I might have done. I hav^'k 
glorious Advocate ; otherwise I must sink. Glory Ibo his 
name ! I will praise him, and yet strive what I can do to 
promote his cause. Unworthy as I feel myself, I would 
not part with my hope oi glory for a mallibn of worlds." 
Such were the lu'ivate meditations of this man of God. 
Such deep self abasenient, acoompankd with an unwaver- 
ing confidence in the infinite merits of the Lord Jesns, 
indicated a thoroi^h aequ|iintanee with his own heart, 
and a scrij^ural view of the Divii^e plaa of redemptioB 
and salvation. 

On the 21st of September, accompanied by Mr». Gar- 
rettson and his daughter, he paid a vidtt^ to some old 
friends in Westchester county. Among others with wbom 
they participated in a friendly interchange of thought'and 
conversation, was the late Governor Jay and his &mily. 
H^ resided in the town of Bedford. Of him Mr. Garrett- 
son thus speaks :— -^' Mr. Jay lives in dignifbd retirement, 
resembling a patriarch in the mito of hk clul<ken and 
grandchildren. As several 'were there on a visit, there 
were about twenty persons at the table,' and the best of ail 
is, they appear to fear God^ and to be engaged in doing 
good. He is now about eighty years of age, and very 
^^ble. Ailer having filled sone of the &st civii offices 
m his country, in this advanced time of life, the Amerigo 
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BiUe Society li«i?6 eteetod hiartlidir presidant, M Uie I 
eettor of Mr. B^aimot, deceased. He hta pnifera in 
his bmftj BMNrning and evening.* After a verj plcMant 
▼Istt here, we set oar faces towards home, crossed the 
DMWBtains, and on Satnrday arrived in saftty at oar ipiet 
habitation. God has been gracious to my fiunily many 
years, and prayers and fmuse I trust ascend to heaven 
daily." 

As we advance in Ufe we seem more and more affected 
with the ravages which death makes in the circle of our 
acquaintance. Our associates and equals in age we behold 
one after anodier dropping into eternity^ which reminds 
us of our own near approach to " the valley and shadow 
of death.'' It is, however, a reviving consdation in the 
midst of these melancttbly signals of morUdity, that a hope 
of abetter state of existence accompanies the holy Chris- 
tian through his passage into the other worM, while he 
betievingly listens to the voice, ^* Fear not, for I am with 
thee,"-^ my rod and suffi^iail comfort thee." 

It was about this time that one of the early Christian 
fr^ds of Mr. Oarrettson, Mrs. Carpenter of New- York, 
took her departure for a world of spirits. At the particu- 
lar request of the lisimily, Mr. Garrettson, Octob^ fi8th, 
1824, left home for New-Y<Hrk to preach her funeral 
discoursiB. On ^s occasion he makes the following 
reflections :•>-> 

*' Our dear friend, Mrs. Carpenter, has gone to rest, 
leaving her husband and family to mourn their bereave- 
ment She was born in the same month and year that I 
was. She has gone a little before me, but I must soon 
follow her. For more than fifty years she enjoyed an 
evidence of her acceptance in the beloved, and for many 
years she enjoyed, in an eminent degree, the sanctifying 

* Thif venerable man and eminent ttateBman, the fHend of hie 
eofontry, and a firm believer in Christianitj, hat einoe gone the 
way of all the earthi beloved and lamealed by aU wbok^^w hun. 
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ioiieiiees of the Holy S|Nrk; and after a long and usefiil 
Ufe she left the world in the full tnomphs of &ithi iQ ^he 
flefenty-third year of herbage* She was bebved by ail 
who knew her ; and the charcht her family, and acqaaint« 
ances, hare loot in her a valuable friend ; but their loss is 
her eternal gain." 

After remaining a few days in the city he reUimed to 
Rhinebeck. Here he endeavoured to fill up his time in 
reading, writing, and meditation, occasionally preaching, 
particularly on the Lord's day, in the mission chapel' at 
Rhinebeck, and making some excursions to the neigh- 
bouring villages, where he was instrumental in watering 
the souls of God's people. After having visited Kingston, 
and preached to the people under some depression of 
spirit* he makes the following remarks : — 

*' This is a poor soil for Methodism. This is an ancient 
village, first settled by emigrants from Holland, whose ^ 
descendants seem to bold fast the religious profession of 
theur ancestors, and think it borders on a crime to depart 
from it. There is, however, but little to be accomplished 
without perseverance. The time may come when the 
hearts of the people even in this place may yield to the 
touches of God's Spirit."* 

''March 8, 1825," he observes, '' a messenger brought 
us the tidings that Mr. Sands had taken his departure 
from this world of sorrow at about three o'clock this 
morning. On the Sunda> following, March 13, 1 preached 
his funeral sernion to a large congregation on the words 
of the psalmist, Man^ are the afflictions qftAe righteous, 
but out pffhem dB the l^ard deUvereth him. 

* This ooQJecture has been sines realized in the village of Kings* 
ton. A yery considerable revival during the last year has been wit- 
nessed, and a nnmber of souls have been brought to the knowledge 
of the troth. How much of^he good seed which has thus sprmiif 
IIP, was town by Mr, Garrettton, who can tell ? Eternity will 
WftfoIdH! 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



BEV. F; GARR9TTS0N. 80t 

*^ Mr. Sands was aoMMig thefir^ who joined the Method- 
ist society in Rhinebebk; - He' was- the second person who 
mvited'me to preach at his hoa[» in this plaeew I found 
bias a kind, b^voleht friend ; and it was not long after 
I^^ame to the place that he was brought^nto gospel liber- 
ty, and was ai^inted the leader of tlfie class. He dis- 
chai^ed Hie duties of this office as long as he was able. 
Many of our preachers who ha?e lived in Rhinebeck, 
.will long remember his cheerful bounties. He was a man 
of an upright character and conducti and of great benevo* 
lence, against whom nothing could be said, not even by 
the tongue of envy. I give the fcJlowing anecdote as a 
proof. Whein Mr. Jay, of whom I have before spoken, 
was govenuMT of the state, party politics ran high between' 
what were then called federalists and republicans. This 
led them to speak very freely of each other's candidates 
for office. At this time Mr. Sands was in nomination as 
a senatcMT. I looked over the newspapers to see if any 
thing could be said against him. I remember a short 
paragrai^ which- expressed ' a surprise to see- good old 
Mr. Sands coming forward at the iiead of his party, and 
suggested that it would be much better for him to remain 
at home, and take care of his class !' He lived a useful 
member of our church about thirty-five years, and in tte 
eighty-second year o{^ his natural life took his departure 
to glory." 

This testimony to the worth of Mr. Sands is by no 
means exaggerated. He was a most amiable Christian, a 
philanlhropist, deeply devoted to God and the interests of 
his church, manifesting his regard to the ministers of 
Christ by repeated acts of liberality. 

On sabbath, March 20th^ he says, '' After the morning 
service I was called upon to attend the fiineral of Mr. 
C" ■ S"— — , a useful citizen, and on whom I had often 
endeavoured to impress the nature and necessity of o^r 
^ly religion. I felt much for him during his sickness^ 
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Mid waft much gn^ed to learn tlieie was some alloraUoa 
in iiis minid for the better, before he died. 

*' On Ifcmday, by the steam boat, we were m New- 
York, in about ten boors. Our old friends iro drojiping 
off one after anpthw. Brother Paul Hick and Imther 
Arenlarius, two df the eldest members of the church in 
the city, hare just gone to heaven, and I fear brother 
C«rpent^ will not eoininq^ long.* O Lord, sanctify me 
wholly ; uid I pray God that my soul, body, and j^nnt, 
may be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Loid 
Jesus Christ" 

He continued in the cUy, preaehieg in the. several 
churches, visiting the sick and his old friends, until April 
5th, when he returned to Rhinebeck. On understand^ 
that one of (he preachers was about to locate, Mr. %r- 
rettson has the following reflections: — " Did the bleSfild 
Qod call hhn to be a minister ? If so, how has he disposed 
of the call? Or did he run before he was sent? CNrhas 
he fallen from God ? It is a very serious thing to trifle 
with a work of such vast importance. I awfully fear for 
the consequences, as I believe a call to the ministry is 
for life.'' 

He was prevented from rndking ^s Jifth ^sit to New- 
York for this season, by recmving information of the death 
of another of his valued friends, Mrs. Suckley of New- 
York, and who, according to her wishes made known 
previoudy to her death, was to be buried in Rhinebeck. 
Tuesday, November 28th, he observes, " This was a 
iolemn day. We were waiting to receive the remains of 
our deceased friend and her mourning family. About ten 
o'clock in the evening they arrived, accompanied by tWD 
of the preachers from the city, and several other persons. 
Oar habitation is highly honours^." 

Mr. Oarrettson makes the following remarks respecting 
Mrs. Suckley:— "She was an^ened and brought into 
'^ He. did not, bat died soon after in grSat peace. 
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gOBpe) liberty when ha tka Uoom of joQlbi Bodn after th« 
mlrodaotion of Melboditm into Rbinebeckt She was 
siPeetljT draws by the cords of Dirine ioYe, which passion 
seemed always to govern her heart. She appeared, indeed^ 
to be one*of those who think ito evil. She possessed the 
tenderett sedsibilities of our nature, and these improved 
hf education and grace. Her deeds of charity were 
nlways performed in such a^ private manner, that some 
m^l^ think that she was not liberaf ; bnt she was a friend 
to the poor. She was a woman of mnch prayer, and her 
^commmimB with God the Father through onr Lord Jesus 
Christ was intimate and constant. Her modest, humble, 
and unasauming deportment, shielded h^ from the cen- 
soiea of the invidious. As a wife and mother, she was 
affectionate and tend^. Many are the prayers which she 
liflli l<>dged in the bosom of God. for her children. 

"In her last sickness she remarked, 'God has not 
shown me his will distinctly, whether I am to live or die; 
but in his good time I shall know. I have much to make 
life desiraUe,' — ^having refer^ice to her childreoy — ^ but I 
cannot form one petition for life, knowing it will be best 
fi>r me to go P Her sufferings were great, but her peace 
flowed like a river. She^has left a husband, two som^ 
and three daughters, to mouro their loss. O that they ^ 
naay so live here as to meet her in glory." 

Under date of March, 1826, Mr. Garrettson remarks, 
that he had spent most df the past winter in Rhinebeek 
and its vicinity, and says, '' The more I, labour in the good 
cause^ the b<Btter I feel in soul and body." On the 12t)i 
of April, he left home for PhiUdelphia, and says, that in 
twenty-five hours he arrived safely, a distance of about 
two hundred miles^ twenty-five of which was by lasd. 
Aa the Philadelphia eonfei^ice was in session at the tune 
of his arrival, he apeaks of enjoying much consolation in 
the society of the fnreaclMitp, i^ well as m dispeamkg the 
word of lifeu Among o4er meetings^ he says that he 

27 
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attended the amuTersary of the mifMoo&ary society of ^ 
Philadelphia conference, and was much pleased and pro- 
fited with the appropriate addresses which were deliverid* 

Mr. Garrettson possessed, in an. eminent desree, the 
sool of a missionary. He was one of the ionnders andl 
actire promoters of the Missionary Society of the Method- 
ist Episcqpal Church, became a Ufe member by his own 
contribution, aided its operations, and lejoi^ in its 
prosperity until the day of his death. One of the last 
acts of his life was to make a bequest of an amount annu- 
ally sufficient to support a single missionary, las he eoqiressed 
it, until the millennium. 

On his return to Rhinebeck, after giving thanks to God 
hr his goodness to himself and family, he says, ** I want 
to have very little to do with the world. I never feel so 
well as when employed in the vineya|rd of the Lord." He 
was, however, ha|^y relieved from worldly care, by his 
nephew, an intelligent and pious young man, who ha,d for 
several years past taken the char^ of his.veneraUe uncri^ 
temporal affairs, and managed them to his entire sadste- 
tion. Of his faithfulness in these duties and the great 
relief which it afforded him, Mr. Garrettson often speals 
in terms of gratitude to God. This reminds me of a 
remark made by a particular friend of Mr. Garrettsoo, 
that whenever he meddled with temporal concerns he 
seemed .to be out of his element, it being his calling to 
move in a spiritual atmosphere,' and to labour to build ^p 
the church of God. In this respect his peculiar gift and 
predominant inclination were happily united, as ev^y 
^ sentence in hb journal abundantly shows. 

At the New-York conference. May, 1826, the cmifer* 
ence requested Mr. Garrettson, as he -had just entered 
upon the fifty-first year of his ministry, to preach a s«m- 
centennial sermon before the conference. Having cm- 
plied with this request, a vote was passed in favour of its 
being published. This was afterwards done. In this 
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aenn(5u, Mr. Garrettson gave a short history of the rise 
and progress of Methodism from its commencement to '' 
tbltt time, interspersing remarks on its general economy, 
its usefolness, and suggesting some hints hy whiSsh he 
tliought some of its external features might he improved. 
He likewise gave a history of some of the most striking 
parts of hiaown experience and labours, gave short notices 
of some of the primitive Methodist preachers, and con- 
cluded by a solemn word of advice to his brethren. From 
tliis sermon several extracts have been inserted in the pre- 
ceding parts of this Memoir, and the principal facts therein 
stated are here incorporated. The following additional 
extracts will be read with interest t-"— 

** How shall we sufficiently praise God for 'the many, 
fluany thousands, who within the last eighty or ninety 
years h«ve been brought into gospel liberty, either directly 
or indirectly, by the instrumentality ck John Wesley. In 
looking over the minutes of our annual conferences, I 
idiould' c<»ijecture, that more than a thousand names, 
iivfaich have appeared on them since mine was first placed 
there, -iio longer appear. What has become of them ? 
Thank God, a goodly number have worn themselves out in 
the good cause, ripened, and were gathered in. There 
4are now mote than ten thousand preachers, travelling and 
local, in the Wei^yan connexion, in Europe, Asia, Afri'^ 
ca^ and America, and in the islands of the seas^ and more 
tban half a million in membership ; and how maflK Can 
we reasonaUy conjecture, have been ripened bj^ace, 
and caifed home, since Mr. Wesley first began to preach 
salvation by faith, and a direct witness of the Spirit of 
the forgiveness of sias 1 Would yoa say two millions t — 
or svppose one miUioD, — ^would not even this be a suffi- 
cient indac^oient to encourage us in the great work, espe- 
cially when we view one soul as of more value than all 
tlie wealth aad honour that this world can affi>rd ? The 
Jittle trea«iure which, I trust, I have laid up in heaven, I 
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would not part with for the riches of a thotifi&QdImth 
worlds as this. 

** I must step without the particular pale of mj o«rn 
church, to speak of that numerous bodyof ChristialB wIki 
were marshalled under Mr, Whitefiekt and Lady Huat- 
ingdon. To these in their commencement Mr. Wesley 
hore the interesting relation of a faUier. We likewise riew 
with pleasure that hody of mien, who are called the evBrn^ 
gelical dergf of the national church. We hear witk joy 
of thehr preaching salvation hy fiiith, and of their zeal in 
promoting Bihle^ missionary, and Sunday school societies. 
When did this change take place? WiU not even profu- 
dice allow, that the religious excitement^ which has been 
spreading more and more, and awakening the energies of 
labourers in different sectionsof the Lord's vineyard, b^aa 
through the instrumentality of the Wesley s? We see them 
taking the lead, and then you may observe an Ingham, a 
Hervey, a Whitefield, a Mwgan, a Perronet, a Fletcher^ 
a Coke, and several others, all ministers of tiie establisbed 
eburch, making a powerfiil stand against the powers of 
darkness. We «h<ndd not think it istnmge to find many 
hundreds of evangelkai minnters in that estaididiment. 
My dear brethren, let the work spread to. the ends of the 
earth, and let hundreds of miilione be brought into gospel 
hght and liberty. 

*' Have we d<me no good in America bat amoi^ oar 
owiMMOplet I have heard it eatd, and that by those who 
weremt very friendly toJi% that we drive ioiore to other 
cburOhes than we draw to our own. Well, if in the order 
of6od,let itbe so: if they are safe housed; iftheyrspen, 
-and get safe to heaven, there will be but ime fetd^thore^ 
and one Shepherd ; and though we couM not perfecdy 
harmonize on earth, there viH be no discord in tlMt sweet 
world of peace and joy. 

*^ Let uis, my dear Inrethren, take the advice of 6t Paul 
the aged, ' Whereunto we hare already attuned, 1^ us 
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-walk by the same rule, let us mind thasam^ thing :' — ^let 
us li^ aside every weight, and every besetment, looking 
to Jesus, who is the author, till he become the finisher of 
our salvation. I told you that we have way marks, and 
that it k dangerous to remove any of thenh ' Stand ye 
in the ways,' saith the prophet, ' and see ; ask for the old 
paths; 'where is the good if7ay,*and walk therein, and you 
shall find rest for your souls.' The prophet Joel saith, 
* Put ye in (he sickle, for the harvest is ripe/ Remem- 
ber, the field is very extensive, and the whole human 
family ate ripening either for heaven or hell. 

'' I have had my time, and must soon leave this world ; 
but I bless God for the great change which has taken 
p place in many parts of Christendom within the last fifty 
years. The old men have been, and are, dropping off, and 
the young men will have to bear the ark ; and I hope that 
they, will do better than their fathers have done. 

" From the first planting of Christianity, to its establish- 
ment under Constantine, there were great accessions to 
the church of Christ ; and without doubt, millions of happy 
Christians, and exulting martyrs, went Jbome to God, and 
are now rejoicing around the throne. 

" From the time that papal Rome began to persecute 
the church, until the coming of the Protestant reformers, 
an army of martyrs and professors' went triumphantly to 
glocy. In the darker ages the church was stiid to be in 
the Mdlderness, and was at different periods known by 
various names, such as Albigenses, Waldenses, Lollards, 
Heretics, d^^c, &c. The stand which Luther and his 
. coadjutors made against the errors of the church of Rome, 
was/endered a great blessing to the world ; and through 
that and the succeeding period, which may be called the 
fwriianic age, many great men were raised up, and many 
souls experienced the liberty of the gospel ; and since the 
Wesleys were sent on the ministerial stage of action, and 
awakened the Protestant world firom the slumber into 
27* 
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which it had £i)lesirQod ba« been i^briAtd by the num. 
bers who have lived and died in his fear and &? ow : hot 
there will be a time, and it is not far distant, whea there 
•hall be a more glmous, and a unifersal gathering to the 
church, ivhich in the language oi revelaticm shall laat a 
thousand years. Isaiah t^s us, that * the mowtlMm of 
the Lord's house shall be established on Uie tot><of the 
mountains, and that all nations shall flow unto il.' 

'^ Prior to the accomplidiaient of tlw predtetions of the 
Old and New Testaments, respecting the last great quU 
pourii^ of the Spirit, there must be a shaking among the 
nations, and the kingdoms of the beast, and of the Mm 
prophet, will crumble away. We cannot say at what time 
the martyra will rise, and commence their re^n with 
Christ in heaven ; but to harmonize several passages of 
Scripture, we are neeesi^ily led to believe that their 
resurrection will happen seme time after the binding of 
Satan, and will continue as much longer after he is 
loosed. This qiinion leaves room for the fiiMhaaent of 
the predictions of our blessed Lord, respecting the geoe* 
ral apostasy. Bi^ perhaps the inhabitants of the earth 
will be ignorant of the p^iod of its commencement, or c^ 
its ending. 

^* Christ saith,'^ What I say unto you, I say unto alW 
watch.' The trumpet will be sounded, aiid the dead, both 
small and great, will arise. Christ will come in grandeur, 
and the whole human fttmily will appear at the judgment 
seat ; the pious of every nation, and of every sect, on the 
right, and the wicked on the left, to be judged according 
to the deeds done in the body. Sinners will fed awfid 
when they see the Seeond Pers(m in the Godlwad coipiiig 
in majesty and. great power, to pronounce sentence upon 
the quick and the dead. You that deny tiie infinite mtrit 
of Jesus ChriiH, tremble ! You that have set up idob in 
your hearts, and have rejected the Son of Qod, Hi fear* 
fulness take bekl upon) yoi^ 
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<< I fiiiiy bdkve ilMi the dc^ctruns tangbt by Mr. Mm 
Wesley are scr^tUmtly «ad will stend the test ; but what 
ills people will be a hundred year» hoice we cannot sky. 
They may be a numerous and a learned peojplt ; -bat it is 
pessiUe, that by slow degrees they may retrograde, until 
they hafe very littte of the spirk of old Methoiism ; and 
jthi« certainly will be the case, without a steady and con* 
flcienttous peraeverance in the good old paths. The letter 
is good in its (dace; but we shall he, comparatively, nothing 
mthoBt the life and power of godliness* We must look 
well to our doctrines and discipline, and guard. the flicred 
minbtry. * Lay hands suddenly on no man :'-^look more 
to genuine piety, and to a reaLcall from God, than to any 
literary qualification without it. Keep a pare ministry} 
and you will have a pure membership. The (all of the 
primitive church began with tfie clergy; and should we 
fall, .our declension will begin -here. It is better to have 
a pious, laborious, succespful ministry, than to have wealth 
and ease without such a ministry. 

'* My dear brethren, I hope better things, though I thus 
speak. As a people, I hope we shall-^have a standing 
among the pious through a succession of ages. Unworthy 
as I am, I can look back with pleasure ; and when <aith 
gives me a ^impse of that sweet world above, I think all 
the little toil and sufferings that I have passed through are 
nothing. Eternity I O an eternity of felicity ! Who would 
not bear the cross, and follow Jesus for a lot in that sweet 
world, where we shall dwell whh the blessed Trinity, the 
holy angels, and the spirits of all the just made perfect 
^ough the blood of the Lamb. 

** I bless Ood for what I have seen and felt ; but I have 
often wept whilst looking back on my unprofitable life, and 
on my many defects ; and I think, had I my time to live 
over again, I would strive more ardently to do good, and 
to live neaser to Gtod. Amd soon, my dear brethren, I 
must Wve you, and go the way ef all fleshy I have lived 
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long mA you/and hav^ aeen a l»ppy and ptosperous half 
centvrjT. I lore the Methodists, and liq>e they will prosper. 
I love Christians of every sect ; and I pray that the world 
may be •filled with the glory of God ;— 4hat fals«| doctrines 
may be banished from the earth, and that the pure doc- 
trines of Hie gospel may run and be glorified. 

''Before I leave you, I wanted for a momenta 4d leak 
into the invisible world ; hot I am lost ! Could we tm 
the angelic host, and listen to the songs of the redeemed ! 
Could we join that blood-bought company, and conveise 
with the patriarchs and projects, and sages of the past, 
what rapture ! — ^But one glimpse of our L(m] Jesus Christ 
would outshine them all; for he only is worthy of a|l 
honour, and glory, and praise^ We shall cast our crowns 
at his feet, and say,* ' Not unto us, O Lord, not unto as, 
but unto thy name give glory.' 

'' My dear brethren, let us labour faithfully in scatter- 
ing the good seed ; let us do every thing in our power for 
the prosperity of Zion, and wait patiently for the gr^at 
harvest day, when we shall all be gathered home, to be 
happy, with the«ever blessed Trinity, Father, Son, and 
holy Spirit : to whom be glory, now^ henceforth, and fi^r 
ever. Amen." 

At the close of this conference, Mr. Garrettson remarks, 
<' Our dear brethren seem much engaged in the work, and 
I can truly say that I have sweet fellowship with them, and 
they treat me as a father. , 

*' Monday 22. Bishops M'Kendree and Hedding ac- 
companied me to Rhinebeck, and afler spending sev^ 
days pleasantly together, they took their departure on their 
way to the Genesee conference." ^ 

The following is the last entry I find in his journal. 
Afler remarking that he had preached in the mission 
chapel at Rhinebeck, he says, 

'' Monday 6. As Z was appointed by the conference on 
a committee for the purpose of trying an unfortunate'^—^ 
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wskd as my dangklar wished to Tkit UnioQ coUege^ we 
]N:«ptffed fer the excuisbD^ aad o& Tuesday eTeaing we 
armed safely at Dr. Nott's, where we were kiadly received. 

** Wednesday 8.. I am (deasantly sitaated, feeliag a 
frfeasure in fetiremeiit. Qod is good to' me." 

For the purpose of exhibiting lo the reader t^e prevail- 
ing diipoution of his heart in his coneluding days, I have 
4tos minutely Mowed Mr. Garrettson through the last 
twe. years of his valuable life, giving his sentiments as 
.recorded in his most retired moments, chiefly in his words. 
in the next chapter we shall follow him to his grave, and 
likewise present some general outlines of his character. 

CHAPTER XIX. 

Contioaed a Conferwioo mimtoaary— InstaBce of his affsoUon— 
Hit kat letter to Mrs. Garcattaon— Attends Conference at Troy-— 
Hb health and act^vitj— Presentiment of his approaching dissolution 
— Visits New-Toric— His last sermon-~His sickness, and death— 
His remains taken to Rhinebeck, and bnried— His death a loss to the 
chnrch— General ootlines of his character — Simplieity his dktin- 
giushtngloKtore— This gave biro snceess in his ministiy— Inspired 
bim with persavering zeal^nduced him to forsake all for Christ'a 
sake — Gave him liberal yiews— Attached him to his brethren — (t 
shone in doiAestic life — ^In the order of his household, his hospitality, 
his placability, and in the pnlpit— His perseverance— Veneration for 
the saered Seripttnres— Dependence on Divine aid— Variety and 
vseliilness of bu preaching- Infirmities common to maa— His on- 
blemished rtpatation for nearly fifty-two years— Was the oldest 
Methodist preacher — Concluding remark. 

- At the conference of 1626 Mr. Garrettson was conti* 
Boed a conference missionary, and he employed his time 
in his usual way, making occasional excursions to New- 
York and some other places, preaching as often as his 
strength would permit him* Where?er he came he was 
hailed as a messenger of peace, and as a fether in the gos- 
pel, both by the preachers and people* 

It was in the beginning of the winter of this jenv that 
' I accompanied bim to the city of Hudson, on an infitalion 
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from the bMibrea intbat place, for the purpose of openoag 
a new ehurch. Haying attended at Poaghkeepeie for the 
purpose of dedicating a church recently bailt in that'place^ 
I went on board the steam boat viilieb came along about 
12 o'clock at night I shall never forget the tender and 
affectionate manner in which he received me. He. was in 
his birth, but hearing my voice, he addressed me by name, 
raised himself in his birth, affectionately squeezed mj 
hand, expressing his gladness to see me. Indeed he always 
seemed revived whenever he came in company with his 
Inrethren in the ministry, whom he loved, I believe, " witM 
a pure heart fervently.'* I have mentioned this circum- 
stance merely to show how sincerely he loved his friends, 
as well as the readiness with which be obeyed the calls of 
his brethren to aid them in their work. 

It was during one of his visits to the city of New-Tork, 
this year, that he sent the letter to Mrs.^(jlarrettson, the 
last she ever received from him, of which the following 
is an extract : — 

*' Yesterday I spent mostly in prayer and conversation; 
to-day in readings and this evening in writing. To-morrow 
I expect to be in the book room with the committee. 

^' I groan for perfect freedom. I have heard people talk 
of laying up a stock of grace ; but, blessed and happy is 
that person who has a sufficiency from moment to momentt 
to keep him humble, innocent, and pure. ^ We are every 
moment dependent upon God. I have no doubt but that 
retrospection on a long life spent in the service of God, 
with a contini^nce in piety, must be very consoling; but 
I know there is as great a necessity for watchfulness and 
perseverance as ever. The holy, blessed God knows our 
various weaknesses, and will in old age put beneath os his 
everlasting arms. O ! to come near to the throne of grace, 
and touch the hem of his garment by faith, and have every 
stain washed away. O ! to love God supremely.** 
. Ia 1827 our conference convened at the city of Troy. 
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Be attended its semons with his usual dUig^noe, and 
uaaog other things supported a resolution, that there ^ 
shodd be preaching at fire o'clock in the nMNrning, and 
cheerfully filled the fihrt appointment himself. At this 
conference he was etected again as a delegate to the en- 
seing general V>nference, which was to be held in Pitts- 
burgh, Fa., May 1, 1626. He did not, howerer, lire to 
see the conference. 

Notwithstanding his age, I belieire none acquainted 
with him, who observed his healthful appearance and 
activity, thought him so near his end. After the close of 
the conference he persevered with his accustomed zeal 
and diligence in the discharge of his various duties, visit- 
ag his old friends, and preaehing once or twice every 
sabbath. But though his family and firiends flatter^ 
themselves that he might yet be spared some years to the 
church, it appears that he had a presentiment that his 
dqwrture was at hand, and woidd often speak of it. Whe- 
ther this arose from any direct impression upon his mind, 
or from feeling the natural decays of age, or from an 
impression which be received some years since, I cannot 
tell. I^ however, often heard him observe, — ^I think he made 
the remark to me for the first time in the year 1813,-* 
that being unwell a short time previously, he was calling 
on Qod, if it might be his will, to prolong his days ; when 
he received for answer, that J^em ytars should be added 
to Jus Ufe ; but he observed, at the same time, that he 
could not satisfy himself whether it meant fifteen years 
from that time, or so many years beyond the usual term 
of human life, '' threescore years and ten." From what- 
ever cause the impression proceeded, the sequel proves 
that his presentiment at this time was correct. 

On the 17th of August, 1827, after dining with his 
family with great cheerfulness, and conunending them to 
God in prayer, Mr. Garrettson left home for the city of 
New<-¥ork. On his arrival in the city he preached his 
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last Benmm in the DatneHitee^ tk/mtb^fm iSxB words of 
St. Peter, *^ BnA grow ia gnoe," and tken idflMnntered 
die saeranieBt of the Lord's -sapper to a iirge number i^ 
omnmnnioanto. It was remarked by some who were pr^ 
sent <a iktA occasioD, that Mr. GarrMsos meaehed wRh 
imusuai warmth aod ettergy, a Divine unction attending 
the word. Thus this venerable servant of €bd closed fan 
public labours in pressing upon his bretbien the necessi^ 
of going forward in the,^^ work (^ faith and labour of love/' 
and in. puticipating with them in " drinking of the frwt 
rf the- vine," in anticipiakin of drinking it anew wi^ them 
in the ktngd^ra of Gocf. 

Soon after he was violendy seized with a disease called 
the strangmnf. Dr* Mott^ a surgeon of established repu- 
tation in die city of New- York, was immediately called ; 
to diougb his applications afforded a temporary relief, 
, the disease was so obstinately fixed as to resist the power 
of all attempts to arrest its progress. To Mrs. Oarrettson 
and his daughter the monrafol tidings, of his illness were 
speedily conveyed, and th«y hastened to the city to com- 
fort hire, and if possibte to administer relief Bc^ the 
hand of death had arrec^ed him. I was absent ^om the 
city at the time he was taken ill. On my return, hearing 
of his illness and the naUire of hisdis(»der, it immediatdf 
came to my mind that ^^ this sickness was unto death.'' 
As soon as convenient! repaired to ikn chamber where 
he was cmifined, and had a long conversation with him. 
He seemed to entertain but slender hqpes of recovery, and 
observed, that should the disease be so &r removed as to 
permit him to live a little longer, he cdiould be a furisooer 
all his days. Though on the first wgiffimch of theidieease, 
which was of a most painful character, he mantfested some 
little restlessness, as if nature stmgi^bsd in voluntarily to firee 
itsdf firom suffering, he aooo bowed in hnmUe submission 
to the Divine wilK and evinced mi unshaken confidence 
in the mere J of God through our Lof d Jesus Chrsst. 
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In tbe coBveUatioa to iHiieli I have alltided, he uabo- 
somed Uimdf with great firMdom, rehearsed the goodness 
of Ood^ which bad been ao ahandantly manilaated to him 
thffoiigk'eTery peiied of hia life ; set the same time, as was 
lasttal with him, egq>re8sed himself in terms of the deepest 
self abasament. At exke time he would express his admi- 
fation of tiieporfeetifNiaof God^ as manifested in creation, 
aw! more es|Mciidly^ in the grand system of redemption, 
and then cry out with holy rapture, '' I am filled with the 
perfect Jove of God." With nmoh feeling and emphasis 
1^ aaid, ** My hope is all founded in the infinite merits of 
the Lord Jesns ; in this hope I enjoy unsqpeiakable conso- 
lation." In this way he lingered^, sometimes suffering 
eoMpusitely, for about five weeks. He did. Indeed, pass 
^Uirough the furnaice, but he came ferth not only unhurt, 
bat abimd^tly refined; and he died as he had liv^d, a 
witoesa of petfeet Jove. Redemption was the theine of 
bis oontemplation through liis sickness. Toward the last 
be became eager to dqpart-*to^o home. 

The fi^wing accmrnt of some of the last days of Mr. 
C^rettoon is firom the pen of Miss Mary K. Garrettson, 
in a letter to the Rev. Richard Reece of England : — 

Dear and Rev. Sir, — Another memento of your 
iMndness most forcibly reminds us of our obligations, and 
of the duty of giving you the interesting particulars of my 
l^ssed father's last illness and death; a duty which has 
been long delayed, for as often as it impressed itself on 
my mind, a sense of my inadequacy to the subject, and 
the pressure of my heavy bereavement, has most forcibly 
mthheld me firom the attempt. 

** For several months before his death, my dear father 
seemed to feel, in an unusual manner, the uncertainty of 
^is own existence ; and an impression of the shortness of 
his stay, made him rather reluctantly consent to an elec- 
tion for delegate to the general conference. Our presiding 
elder, Hi'* Scofield, has since informed us, that during his 
28 
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' last visit here, papa took him to a little retreat ift tlie gar^ 
den, where he spent many of his hottr» in deroton, and 
after conversing on the albirs of the church, (which ever 
laj near his heart,) with the qitrit of one ready to depart 
and be with Christ, he said he should not f^ohaUy live to 
see the next conference. They thenicneeled dc^n and 
prayed together, when the power and presence of Ood were 
felt, said Mr. Scofield, in a manner never to be forgotten 

by me. 

" On Friday, the 17th of August, my dear father 
left us in usual heal^, expecting to spend the sabbath 
in New- York, and to return the ensuing Monday or 
Tuesday. I can. never forget the last day he spent at 
home: — a serenity and happiness marked his manner, 
and the purest love was reflected in all his actions. Our 
table was surrounded by friends. Some had recently 
arrived^ and others were about .to dq>art. A mingled 
sensation of pleasure at the ^mi^, and r^et at the 
parting guests, perj^aded our minds ;-r-but pleasure was 
predominant^ for fancy painted futurity with the pcmcA of 
hope, and the regtet we felt was just sufficient to soften 
her vivid colouring. But my dear father ; — the heavenly 
expression of his countenance durinig that social meal I 
can never forget ; and I find a mournful pleasure in recall 
ing again and again the events of that last day of family 
enjoyment. Afler dinner we kneeled down, and he prayed 
with us in a manner unusually si^enin, tender, and a^ect^ 
ing. Almost every eye was 43ufiused in tears ; — we parted. 
The next sabbath was spent by him in the services of the 
sanctuary, in preaching and administering the sacrament. 
On Monday 1»8 underwent considerable fat^ue, but spent 
the evening at Mr. Suckley's. He appeared to the family 
to be in unusual health and spirits, sat up beyond his ooa- 
tomary hour, although it was his intention to take the six 
o'clock boat, and dine with us mi the morrow. That 
night, however, he was seized with his last agonizi^^ 
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disorder, asd after spending several dayiT of intense pain 
tnd extreme danger, he consented to abandon the thought , 
af returning home, and to send for mamma and me. 

** On our arririd we were told that the crisis of his dis- 
erder had been fa?ourabIy passed, and that, though lin- 
gering, there Was every prospect of his ultimate recovery. 
But thoagh we sufiered our judgment to be led captive by 
oor wishes eveA to the last, no hopes of that kind were 
ifliplanted in his mind. I believe he knew and felt that 
bis time of departure was at hand. His sufferings at times 
were unutterable ; but through them all were manifested 
a rengnation and fortitude which no agony could destroy. 
*I shall be purified as by fire ; I* shall be made perfect 
through sufferings :«— it is all right, all right ; not a pain 
ktn much,' he wonld often say. Daily, and almost hourly, 
he was visited by some one or other of his brethren, who 
added much to his»consolation during those seasons when 
the heart and the ileah fail^ but when the religion of Christ 
is indescribably precious ; (the reoollection of tiieir kind 
iftentions will never pass from my mind;) and as he 
4e8cende<l^ intotbe dark valley, his views of the grandeur 
and efficacy of the atonement becarao more and more 
enlarged. His disorder inclined him latterly to slumber, 
and h^ was often delirious ; but even then the same sub- 
ject was the theme of his discourse. Toward the last hie 
strength was so much exhausted, that articulation became 
a painful effort ; bat he would often, in a languid feeble 
voice, say, * I want to go home ; I wsmt to be with Jesus, 
I want to be with Jesus.' To a friend he said, a sl)ort 
time before his death, * I feel the perfect love of God in 
my soul.' ^ day or two befwe his departure I heard 
him say, ' And I shall see Mr. Wesley, too.' It appeared. 
as if he was ruminating on the enjoyment of that world, 
upon the verge of which he then was :-— enjoyments which 
he said a Christian could well understand, as they began 
in his heart before he was disembodied. His mind seemed 
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employed with 8ui]jects $» the sweeteit fediags of love 
and adoration. When asked bow he did^ he would aasurer^ 
' I feel love and good will to all nmokiiid,'— Hur» ' I see a 
beauty in all the workd of God/— -forgetting thait the 
infirmities of his body were the subject of the iaquiry^ 
He had resigned his wife and daughter into the hand ^of 
God, and so great was his desire to be with Ohi^ist, t)iat 
piurting with us was disarmed.of its bitterness. His last 
sentence spoken, even in death, was, ' Holy, holy, hoJly^ 
Lord God Almighty ! Hallelujah ! Hall^jah !' After that, 
though he lingered many hours^ he could not Speak arti- 
culately. Once only, clasping his hands, and raising his 
eyes to heaven, he. uttered, * Glory ! glory !' Many peti« 
tions were offered soround his dying bed, that he might be 
permitted to give his la^ testimony, but they were not 
granted. For myself, I felt it was not necessary. A holy 
and laborious life of more than My^two years bore amfde 
testimony to the tviumph of his soul mer its^ last enemy. 

^' Never can I hq)e to give you more than a faint idea 
of the solemn yet ^^ious hour vi^ien the spirit achieve 
thathai victory, and was ushered into the Joy of >the Lord^ 
Encircled hf hi» kind and affectioBEte fHends, by his bre- 
thren and his sons in the gospel, my venerable fiUher lay 
apparently unconscious of every thing that^iurroBfided him. 
We felt trukf that he was only leaving the church mutant 
to join tbe church triumphant. Just as the period of his 
departure approached, one of the preachers broke forth 
into prayer ;^-^pray^r so elevated, so holy, that it seoMd 
to ^rap the heiorers above allBablunary consideration, and ^ 
as he commended the dying saint into the hands of God, 
he prayed that the mantle of the departing palriarch ni^ 
rest on his surviving^ brethren. His prayer seemed aMwer- 
ed ;— a Divine in^enoe pervaded the apurtfloeBt ;f^two 
of the preachers idmost sunk to the floor, under a f^ 
rious sense ef His presetee who fiUetl^imniensky. My 
dear mother, with da^ied haais and streaming eyes^ ok* 
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claimed, * Yes, Lord ! we give him up freely y-^f reefy give 
him up to thee !' 

'^ The i^rit departed, leaving the body impressed with 
the sweetest expression of peace and tranquillity ; an 
expression which it retained until the moment when it 
was shrowded from human observation. .We could stand 
beside those dear remains, and imagine that their appear- 
»iee of renewed youth and hi^iness was a pledge of that 
glorious resurrection, when dcfath* shall be swallowed up 
in victory, and the mortal put on immortality ; and we 
could look on the grave as a sure and certain deposit^ 
until that day when it shall give back its precious seed 
rejoicing." 

Thus as a ripe shock of corn was he gathered into the 
gamer of his God, in the 76th year of his age, and the 
62d of his itinerant ministry. He ended his useful life 
^and painful suffering at the house of his long tried friend, 
George Suckley, Esq., in the city of New-York, abeftt 
2 o'ctock itt the morning of the 26th of September 1827. 

His remains were taken to Rhinebeck, his late resi- 
dence, accompanied by his bereaved widow and daughter, 
the writer, and several of the preachers on the New- York 
station, Mr. Sueklcy, and other fl^iendsi These had the 
mournful pleasure of following the lifeless body into that 
friendly enclosure^ which had so often been enlivened by 
his presence while livings and while entertaining his friends 
with gospel simplicity and hospitality, and placed in that 
mansion which had been dedicated to God, and where 
He had so frequently honoured his servant with his peace- 
ful presence. 

On Friday, the 28th, a numerous circle of family con-* 
nexion^, friends, and neighbours, who seemed deeply 
affected with their loss, were addlressed at the house of 
the deceased by the Rev. Thomas Burch. Afterwards 
the procession, wlach was long and solemn, slowly moved 
to the burying ground at Rhinebeck Flats^ a distance of 

2a* 
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about two milos, wliere tbe fiineral sei vke was pevfimaed 
by the writer, and the corpse was deposited ia the ^eASkh, 
to sleep till '* the resurrection of the just and unju^" A j 
discovrse was immediately delivered to a de^ly afected ' 
audience, who evinoed by their coiiduct their re^ectrfor 
departed worth; 

The next sablNith hiii #m«ral sermon waa pceaahed eo 
these words : " M^k the perfect man, uA b^old the 
upright, for the- end oftlmt man is peace*'' 

The foUowuig inscription is on Us t<»nbstone :«— 

Sacred 

to 

the memory of the 

. &ev« Frscboev QARfmmo^ 

toBL itinerant minister of the 

, Methodist Episcopal Church. 

He commenced his itinerant ministry 

in tiie yeaflTTB. 

In this work he coDtiaued until hit deaths 

labouring with gtoat di%ence and aueceai 

in various parts of the 

United States 

and of 

Nova Scotia. 

He died hi peace ia the city of 

New York, 

September 26, 1827, 

in the 76th year of his age, 

and 52d of his ministry. 

*-^ Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright, fbt the end 
of that man is peace," Psalto zzzvi, 37. 

%a the death of Mr. Qarrettson the church militant va» 
deprived of one of its' most aged, most devoted, and aac* 
cessfui ministers. From the commencement of hisimiH» 
terial career to its termination, he seems to have pursued 
his object with untiring constancy and perseverance ; 9»i 
wherever he moved, the purity of his intentions and "A^ 
uprightness of his deportment secured £)r him the «aafi- 
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dsBce of aH wha bued God; while tlie holj ttaciioii 
whiob generally accompcuaied his public adaunistralioii, 
anoounoed hioa aa the commiaaioned maaseDgtr of Qod 
la a loat -world* 

Thia, I UuBk, baa beaia aiKiAcieiidy maiiifeet m tb^ 

' preceding pafOB, It ia tbeNferii uQaeceaaaiy (o add iim<4i 

more^ aa hia private exeraiaaa aad paMic lahavwa baye 

been esaiiilHted aa ^jf iafeaKtj were ia tbe variola Hi»* 

tioDa of 1^ whieJi he aaatajned. 

I riiall, howeFer, in aficordaB»e vkk the gmieral em* 
torn, eadeavoar to exhibit mme generai oatUaea of a eba* 
racier wlaeh the more I eoalenplale the mott I adaaire-*-r 
not 80 nraoh on aeeoiint of the brilliancy of ^enta which 
it anfekby aa on aeoonnt of the nobtei' ihe g^apd siri^ 
plieiiy^ which ao coaqucnonaly diatingoiiriied our departed 
fabler in the goapel of Chriat. 

Let no one suppose that in fixing on this aa ihe diatin- 
guishing feature of hia character, there ia. an- intention 
to dininiah hia worth. Far otherwise. There ia no inten- 
tion eith^ to diaainiah or to exalt, but to speak what J 
believe to be the truth in relation to him. When L aay 
that he was eminently diatinguiahed by simplicity ^ I mean 
that simpHaily which ia inaeparably connected with a 
^' conscience void ofofience towards God and man," the 
efiect of that Divine lore in the heart which is alwaya 
productive of a aiogle and sincere desire to do good, to 
*' glorify hia God below, and find his way to heaven." If 
ev^ there waa a asan on earth devoid iA subtlety^ guile, 
or 8ua{ncioo, FaaanoBN GAmRBrraoN wa\ that man. 
While hia judgment waa well matured by atudy, by hd[>its 
of refection; and -a doae attention to paaaing events, bis 
heart* was filled with that love which caused this promi^ 
nent trail of hia character to shine fiirth in all its loveli« 
ness, and wilhno doubt be recognised by all who knew 
htm as bis distinguishing pecidiarity. No corroding sus> 
pieiona disturbed die cnreet repose whifih reined in hia 
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breast. Until compelled by the irresistible iangnage of 
fkctSy to denounce any one as insincere who professed Uf 
love the Lord Jesus, he embraced all such as "brethren 
beloved/' Being honest and sincere himself, he could 
not indulge in a suspicious temper towards oth^^Sw And 
if this heavenly disposition sometimes exposed him to the 
impositions of the ountiing and the crafty, it happily 
relieved him from the vexations of imaginary evils, and 
the pain of '^fearing where no* fear was.'* And if we 
must err, as seems umi voidable in this faHible and change- 
able state, how much better i» it to suffer the hand of 
charity to lead us astray, tha» to be tormented day and 
night by the evil lbrebodtBg« of a restless disposition ! 
From the demon of jealousy, and the evil genBifr of sus* 
piciony it behoves* us all to pray, "Good Lord, deltver U6.** 

This, therefore, is so far from being a defect, that i 
humbly conceive that it ought to be reckoned among the 
cardinal virtues of a Christian. And this marked all his 
actions, pervaded his whole soul, and contributed te thdt 
pure enjoyment in which he so largdy partic^tedin.^e 
society of his friends. 

It was no doubt this simple intuition to please his God 
in aU things which gave him such distinguished success 
in the ministry of the word. It may be fairly questioned 
whether any one minister in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, or indeed in any other church during the same 
period, has been instrumental in the awakening and con- 
version of more sinners than Mr. Garreitson. This I think 
has been abundantly evinced in the preceding Memoir. 

It was this simple desire to do good which inspired him 
with such a flaming ardour and such intrepid courage in 
the cause of his Divine Master. Neither the heat of the 
south, the cdd of the north, nor the variable atmosphere 
of the more temperate clime ; neither the dust and smoke 
of the city, the hill and dale of the country, nor the forests 
of the wilderness; neither richea nor pov^ty^ ease nor 
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Imsnry; netthsr SamoB mt sniilesy ooold dampMi the 
aniour <^ his soal, or quench thf thirst he had for the 
salnition of imaimrtal sovds. Wbecever he csame, in wlutt* 
erer cofflpaaj^ whether of the rich or the poor, in whatever 
clHnate, his thene whs the same ; it was '' Jesas and him 
cruised ;'' deehuriog to all that he was not '^ashamed of < 
the goapel of Christ" This was the soul and main ^ing 
of all his aotioB»; that which set him in motion, and 
which kept him moving in the circle of obedience to what 
he considered, and what the effect of bis labours proved 
to be, a Divine call. 

What else but a simpb desire to do good to, all men as 
he had oppostuni^r, conld have induct him to forsake all 
in early life^ to persevere through " good and evil report," 
for upwards of fifty years, without fee or reward ? For It 
may be observed here^ that Mr. Garrettson, during the 
whole course of his miwiry, never received any pecuniary 
reannpense, or if at some times, through the solicitation 
of his^ friends, he received any, it was given either to 
neoessitous individuals., or deposited with the ftmds of the 
conference* - In this maaner the patrimony he inherited 
from his «icealofB wa^ all expended, aad it has often been 
observed, that for this sacrifice, so nobly and freely offered 
upon the idtar of benevolence, he was rewarded " a hun- 
dred, fold, even in this life." And after he came intp the 
posaesQion of a Is^rger estate by his haf^y marriage, I have 
frequently heard him say, thai the entire income of his 
pf<^)e9rty, after meeting his annual expenseft> was devoted 
to charitable* purposes* In ptffsuing this course, and 
makUig these <aacrifioes, whu else, I say, could have moved 
him ferwatd so Aeadily, and for so long a time, but a 
single desire to pfomole. the glory of God in jtbe salvatiKm 
of souls?- * 

It was the sam« princq>le which insfured him with that 
^rit of iiberality tonrarda other denominations of Chris- 
tians by whi^ he vaa ebaracterned. Though He Garn 
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rettson was siacerely a^d eoncientioasly attached ta the 
efanrdito vrbich he bdo&ged, finnly beliered and faithfully 
defended its peculiarities^ yet towards all others whi^ 
be believed held fast ^e cardinal and distinguishing doc- 
trines of the gospel, he exercised a spirit of charity, loTing 
-^e good of every name, and rejoicing in every thing evan- 
gelical he could discover among them. Hence bis resi- 
dence was the resort of Christians- and of Christian 
ministers of tltfiferent denominations. While he could 
bold no fellowship with those who openly denied the 
proper Deity of Jesus Christ, and consequentiy set aside 
his atonement for the sins of the world, most cordially he 
gave the right hand of fellowship to all who " loved the 
Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity,'^ and who believed and 
defended the grand cardinal truths of Chri^ianity. How- 
ever much they might differ from him iri points of minor 
importance, if they held Imat these ^reat doctrines of God 
our Saviour, he emiwaced them as his brethren in the 
Lord. Here was a full display of that *Move which 
thinketh no evil." As a proof of the truth of these* 
remarks, the following anecdote is related of Mr. Gar- 
rettson, at the time he visited Providence, in Rhode 
Island : — 

A member of Mr. Snow'is church — Mr. Snow was^ 
either a Congregational or a Presbyterian minister— ex- 
pressed some anxiety to know whether Mr. Garrettson 
meant to establish a Methodist church in Providence. 
Mr. Garrettson replied to this effiect: — "Be assured, sir, 
that if I dof I shall not admit you.*' " Why would you 
not receive me,'' said the gentleman ; '' have you beard 
any thing to my disparagement?" ^'^o, sir," said Mr. 
Garrettson ; *' I have heard nothing which would not 
entitle you tp an honourable standing in any church ; but 
yim are under a spiritual minister. I would rather add 
to, than take from Mr. Snow's church; and were I to 
raise a church in this i^ce, they sboold be g&thered bom 
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ui»Mig Ihose who were not privileged with such a minis- 
try, or those who would not avail themselves of the prt* 
idlege.*' 

It was this same principile which attached him so affec- 
tionately to his brethren in the ministry, as weU as to all 
the members of the church. Though, as before said, he 
loved and honoured all ministers of Christ, of whatever 
name, he manifested a very peculiar attachment to the 
ministers of the Methodist E^>iscopal Church. He never 
seemed so happy as when in their society. To those of 
them with whom he was intimate he would unbosom him- 
self without reserve. His house was the free resort of all 
who could visit him, and they were entertained with all 
the hospitality and simplicity of priqaitive times. To his 
house, his table, and his heart, they always found a hearty 
welcome. Many happy hours of social intercourse, and 
of Christian conversation, has the writer enjoyed under 
that peaceful roof, the mention of which brings to mind 
so many endearing recollections. 

• This leads me to mention the manner In which this 
heavenly disposition displayed itself in domestic life. Here 
the beauty and excellence of religion shone in all its 
divine lustre and' heavenly ^simplicity. I remembier a few 
years since a conversation with a pious Presbyterian lady 
of the city of New- York, who was in habits of intimacy 
with Mrs. Garrettson, and who had recently returned 
from a visit to the family at Rhinebeck. She was ex- 
pressing her great satisfaction at the admirable order 
which prevailed there ; ** I do not mean,'' said she, '* the 
order of the him or of the house, though this is indeed 
worthy of all praise ; but I mean the religious order which 
prievails throughout every department ; the orderly arrange- 
ment for family devotions, and the orderly manner in which 
the servants, and all attached to the household, at|end to 
their religious bs well as to their other duties." This was 
^y ing nothing more than what was strictly true. God indeed 
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s6BttMdabii»diMi]|rtoUi8»)ramAbf«4i^ AU about 
the faun, all hta domestaoa, vnxe maoA, flaost^ Utem rdi* 
giouB, and they were generaBy members of the MiedMiditt 
ohorch. The ^maapie centinaaily art befiMfe themy laqght 
them ihe utility, as well as the iadnqpensiUe tety, of aa 
orderly^ rtgidar a^«idancelO)aH the^atioaof tke saae^ 
tnary, ao^also to their private andflonily devotions. In dns 
eindoy tiievelm) €k>d mAgmd. Here he ** fommaa ded his 
Messing^ even life for ev^more." Eveq^ ibingrliefe was 
" sanctified by the wmd of €k>d and piay^." Readk^ a 
portionof the sacred Sbri^^ures, aiding oomeveiaes of a 
hymn, and prayer, formed the faaily devotions <^the oii«i«- 
ing and morning, and then every one went orderly to bis 
business. If eonpai^reniatnedytl^ might eithor retire to 
a room, or rajoy the benofitaof aooietyin tiw hooa^ or, 
partienktly in the sanmar season, in Uie pleasant walks jr 
the garden, or msder the shade of a deligii^fel bower, or the 
foliage of thefoinst trees^with whkh the mannon was surw 
rounded. Wherever they went on this eaelosnre, peace 
and contentment smiled aronnd, and jnodaced a 4^rm 
unknown to thoughtless and dissipated mkids. 

I am here reminded of a saying of the late lamented 
Bishop George. Speaking of Mr. Garrettson, he r^narked, 
how agreeably disappointed he was in visiting him at his 
.own house. Having (mly seen Mr. Qarrettson occasion- 
ally at the general confermiee, and sometimes being under 
the neeessk^ of differing from him on soma points of 
ecclesiastiotl polity, the bishop had formed an idea that 
Mr. Garrettson was rather austere in his manners, and 
somewhat bigoted in his views ; *' but,'' said the bishop, 
'' when I bad the hi^piness of visiting him under his own 
roof, and of observing the piousorder of his househdd, the 
hospit^ity of his disposition, the kindness and attention 
with which he treated his friends and visiters, all my pre- 
judices were banished ; and I now think that the. worth of 
brother Garrettson has not been duly estimated." 
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What eoQtrihitfBd vsmA to bis own eomfbrt was tbe" 
piacdbiiky of hk dupoBition, another inaepaiuble compa* 
Bioii^ that divine simplicily which predominated in his 
lieart. ^ That he had enemies was not his fault No one 
should have been his enemy. Neither had such any cause 
to fear him, because he would not have hurt them even if 
be could. While he fulfilled the Divine command in loving 
bis friends^ he also inherited the blessing of those who bless 
mid €krse^n0tf dnd who fray for those who despitefuUy use 
them* On how many heads he has thus heaped " coals of 
fire/' and by the infioence of this love melted them into 
teBdemessy and made them his firiends, " that day*' alone 
oi^n declare ; but I have heard it remarked, that if you 
wanted to obtain a special favour from Mr. Garrettson, you 
muA do him some injury, for he was sure to repay it by an 
act of kiiMhiess. Not that he was insensible to injuries and 
insults. He felt them, and felt them keenly ; but he well 
understood the difforence between /ee/tn^ an insult^ and 
manifesting a suitable indignation at the conduct of the 
malevolent, and suffering the passion of revenge to linger 
in his bosom. While he wept over the miseries of the wick* 
ed, and commiserated the condition of those who might b^ 
actuated by private mdice, or personaf hostility, he bore 
them before the throne of grace in prayer, evincing th^ten« 
derest love to their |>ersons, and the sincerest desire for the 
salvation of their souls. He thus exemplified the spirit 
which actuated his Divine Master, when he prayed, ** Fa* 
ther, forgive them, for they know not what they do." I 
IVive kpown him take special pains to conciliate the good 
will of persons whom he feared he had wounded merely 
because he conscientiously differed from them in opinion, 
lest they might harbour the thought that he entertained 
unkind feelings toward them. He could, indeed, be 
reconciled to any thing but sin, and those dangerous 
enors which struck at the fimdamental doctrines of Christ. 
To these enemies of Ood and man he showed no mercy. 
29 
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To the same ardent tfair^ for llie MMiiidti «f Iteil tten 
ifmy be attributed his ^ernkms eo^operttioft ^id^^oiir beniB* 
▼olent itistHtitiods. He Ihed to see tbaft d^itie t>ittifti^ 
which thrdst him out into his LordV vineyti'd In ike ttniBt 
of obloqay and reproach, ^tfirhen Ibe true ii§e^fpi(»f^6ttmB 
were *' as a speckled bird, and the birds rdvm^ hbtm,^'msm 
against them, enlarged into an e^panrite bene^e^Miea; 
and so mightily had the word of Qod inoreasedf ttftd ^ 
number of disciples multiplied, that instituti^fM Of dii^^ 
were springing up in every direction, to bless ^he ^imM 
with an increase of light tuid knowledge. Mr. (kifeumn 
watched the rise and progress of these inst$tii^Ofi» wM 
strong and ihcreasing interest. He aidied theif o)pie9«tiost 
by contribifoing to their funds. 

To the American Bible Society he bectttie^a li%«JW 
ber. He assisted as one of the founders of the §f ismoiiaff 
Society of the Methodist Episcopal Churchy became i»«t 
an annual contributor, aflerwards a Irfe member, imd 
often stimulated others to become its supporters. To tiM 
Tract and Sunday School Soeieties he was a warn 
friend and faithful patron. And if at any time hedid Mt 
answer the expectations of some in the freqtitfttoy and the 
amount of his donations, it was t)eeause they kMir Mi 
the moltitude of Calls which' were made upon fas boamiy, 
nor the urgency with which they were pressed iqion hk 
attention. It being generally beliered that he was ri«li tfi 
this world's goods, and well known that he was u IHend «l^ 
suffering humanity, all were ready to turn their aftealion 
to him for aid; and hence had he given aceoring to 
each one's expectation, he would very 90on hare been « 
paupeiF himself, and thus been deprived of the means df 
** scattering abroad" the charities of a liberal mind. TIrtt 
he endeavoured conscientiously to " use his Lord's money," 
and to make to himself " friends of the mammon of nn- 
righteouspess," none win dispute whb were acquainted 
with his mflpuner of life. 
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If W6 view Mr. GajnrelUon a9 a miniver of tbe Lord 
J#8«s Cbfie^ w^ sball bekoLd tbe ^ame disposition di«* 
pUying i0el^ on aU oocasioaa. Indeed so habitual was 
the impression on the vemds of all with whom he was 
aeqijiainted, of his deep sinoority^ of the simple desire of 
kis heart to ascertaia and promdgate the truth as it is in 
Jesits, that however some mighJ; difier from him in his 
viiews, they covhi hardly resist the conviction which the 
^ceof thiaij|>rinciple made.on their hearts. And if it be 
the chief business of a minister of the sanctuary to carry 
a eoi^viction to the hearts of sinners of the truths of the 
foi^l, and to awaken within them a serious concern 
respecting the solemn realities of eternity ; if the objept of 
hi3 mission be to point those '' that mourn in Zion" tp the 
'* I^mb of God which taketh away the shj,of the world ;" 
if he should not cease his e:s:bortations until he lead the 
penitenl sinner to the blood of atonement, '* which cleans- 
eth from all unrighteousness/' and until he so believe as 
to reotwe the mtness in himself that he is born of God; 
if the end of bis commission is to build up believers ^'in 
their nio9t holy faith/' and never lei them rest until they 
v»filM mth the perfect love qf Goef; if to accomplish 
those ohjeeta be ibe piincipal aini of ih^ minister, then 
vr» nay pronotmce ihe Rev. Fhiie^o^n Garrkttson to 
h&v6 been a true minister of Jesus €h|ii$. If it be the 
duty of a minister commi9$iope4 of God to '* go into all 
Hm WpM, Wd preai>h 4he gospel to every c^Featnre/' as 
6yr m km strength and opportunities will permit; and if 
in doing this he h to give evidence of hif call tp the w^k 
byip«eAehin|r with all that :^a1 and pathos which 4«Hin* 
gni#h.«»en inllnenced by the Spirit of God, and having the 
wortfeof 9W^ pressing lipon iheir hearts; then did tho 
siiJbiecAof this memo^ ifi&ipharge hi/s; duty, and give the 
moit aubstantial eviden<M of bia Divine call to th^s holy 
aiMi.imfiortMit work* Hip kbour apd diligence were great, 
and UenueOfiBfl in winw^ ^oii^s <o Cbrist was }n proper* 
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tion. Wherever he went he left the impressions of trtth 
behind him. Sinners were made to feel their awful respon* 
sibility to Qod, while His people felt the " holy anointing/' 
and often " shouted aloud for joy." 

He held on his way. WhatevefT impediments were 
thrown in his path, they did not stop his progress. Having 
fixed his " single eye** on the " prize of his high csdling" 
at the outset, he pursued it to the end of life. We have 
seen him renouncing ease, affluence, all thos* enjoyments 
which domestic felicity might afford, for the sake of win- 
ning souls to Christ. The churci, — the welfare €f the 
church, — occupied his private meditations and engaged 
his public labours. And he lived to see that church to 
which he belonged,' and whose interests were identified 
with his own, iiM^rease from 3,148, the number in mem- 
bership when he^'dvimmehced his youthful and successful 
career in 1775, to 381,997, the number returned on the 
Minutes in 1827, the year in which he died; and the 
number of travelling preachers increase from 19 to 1,576. 
Well might he say, as he did in his Semi-centennial Ser- 
mon, *^ We shall hear of spiritual fathers and of their 
spiritual children blessing and praising God that they 
were ever sent out to traverse the mountains and Valleys 
to call sinners to repentance.^ How many will rise up 
in that day and call him blessed, He only who numbers 
the hairs of our heads can tell. 

But that which gave such efficiency to his labour in the 
gospel, was the " unction of the Holy One,*' which rested 
upon him. No man, I believe, was more deeply sensiUe 
of ^e indispensibleness of the Holy Spirit to enable .the 
minister of Christ to succeed in his work, than Mr. Gar- 
rettson. Deriving all his doctrine and precepts firom the 
pure fountain of l>ivine truths the Holy Scriptures, he 
niade these his daily study ; and being deeply conscioas 
t)4t he^raust have the enlightening and sanctifying influ* 
Vces of the Holy Spirit^ to enable )iim rightly to undei'- 

Digitized by VjOOQIC / 



RBV. F. GARRETTaON. ' 333 

Stand and apply these troths, ke was assiduous in his 
addfesses to the throne of grace, firmly heliefing that Gftd 
woold " give the Holy Spirit to Uiem that ask him." The 
success;' therefore, which accompanied his public labours, 
is not at^botaMe to the force of human persuanon, or to 
the " words of man's wisdom," but to the ** demonstration 
ofthe Spirit/' which accompanied Ibs word. Thus armed 
with the ** sword of the Spirit," his word was ** mighty, 
through 0oil, to the pulling down of strong holds.'' 

His action in the pulpit was not generally graceful, nor 
could he be pronounced eloquent, according to the usual 
definition of that word. On some occasions, however, he 
seemed inspired with an eloquence far surpassing all human 
atts^nments, when his words were accompanied with a 
gesticulation appropriate and stiiking, and which bespoke 
a sou> filled '* with glory and with Ood." On these occa- 
sions the congregation would be overwhelmed with a sense 
ofthe Divine presence, while tears and groans, prayer and 
praise, woidd sufficiently attest the power with which he 
spoke. 

There was great variety in his preaching, both as to the 
manner and matter, which made his discourses always 
both entertaining and useful ; and I believe he seldom 
wearied an audknce with a dry detail of uninteresting 
matter, or with speculations which did not profit, the 
hear^. His was the preaching of a man aiming to be 
ffse/k/, aspiring to be good instead <>f greai, penetrating 
by the arrows of truth into the sinner's heart, and pouring 
the balm of consolation into the " wounded spirit." It was 
cfe^, experimental; and practical 

Such was the character of the Rev. Preieborn Garrett- 
son. And if his^name be not handed down to posterity as 
one of the greatest ministers with which the Methodist 
Episcopal Church has been favoured, he will unquestion- 
ably be ranked among- fS^6c5f, the most devoted, and the 
most successful. 

f I 
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Perhaps it might be expected that I ihould mentioa his 
ifi^lieiiectioas and ^Emlts. That he waa iu everjr respect 
perfect, who will contend ? But whatever defect3.he may 
have hadj they were such aa are inseparahle iroiQ m^a, 
defects of the head and joot of the heart ; namral,. i^c^ 
«M>ra]. Were 1 1& attempt to describe a perfect character, 
one that was free from the in&rmiiies of human nature,^ I 
should not only render myself ridiculous, but prove myself 
destitute of that very virtue which was so es|imable, and 
which shoBO so conspicuoiialy in Mr. Garrettson, — I mean 
''godly simplicity and sia^rity/' 

'' To err is humaa^" And that Mr. Garrettson was 
liable to err from the natural imperfection of his judgment, 
and therefore might have oflen been under mistakes in his 
estimation of men and things, needs neither an atpology to 
admit, nor any false colouring to hide. This is common 
to men, — to the best of men. When there&re it is said 
that such a man had his in&rmities,. that.he exhibited 
foibles, made mistakes, and erred in his judgment, ^e do 
but describe what is common to man, and say nothing to 
distinguish one human being from another. These sad 
marks of our original apostasy cleave alike to all, the wise 
and the unwise, the learned and the ignorant. But when 
we say of a man that, in the midst of these natural iafirmi* 
ties, with a thousand temptations &om without to entice 
him' from the path of obedience po his God, be held on 
his way,— that he triimiphed over, sin and SaiaA,-^that 
he uniformly maintained an unspotted chaTacter,-^thai he 
lived and died in the fear and favofir of God,*^we describe 
a man that rose far above the efior^ of human nature, — • 
we behold a man in whom '^dvf^t the Spijsit of |he Ifoly 
One," and in whom ia, "magnified the grace of God." 
It is of such ^a.'one that I jk^ow speak. Ifmnan i^a^ure> 
however improved by education and reflection, is npt 
competent to gain a victory over evil pro^^ensities, to 
subdue sinful habits and passions; but when renewed by 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 






REV. F. GARHETTSON« 335 

the grace of GM in Christ Jesus, it shines, — it triuniphs, 
— and vanquishes every enemy to its peace and. happiness. 

For sQcb a perfection, therefore, as exempts men fr6m 
these idiseparable infirmities of our nature, we plead not. 
But thi» I think I may affirm without any fear of contra- 
diction, that among all the ministers of Jesus Christ during 
the period in which he lived, none maintained a more 
unblemished reputation, was more deeply and sincerely 
devoted to God, more successful in extending the Re- 
deemer's kingdom among men, or more perfectly an- 
swered the end for which the Christian ministry was 
instituted. From the time of his conversion to God, in 
the 23d year of his age, until his death, in the 76th year 
of his age, under the protection of the everlasting arms," 
the purity of his life, and the uprightness of his deport- 
ment, were never questioned, but acknowledged by all 
with whom he had intercourse ;' and for upwards of fifty 
one years he appeared before the public as an anfbasssLdor 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, during which time the words of 
bis lips gained the more credence from the unimpaired 
confidence which every one had in the integrity of his 
heart and the righteousness of his life. And when he sunk 
into the grave, he was the oldest travelling miniver of that 
church, whose general economy he loved, whose doclirines 
he believed and preached, whose God and Saviour he 
adored, and served in " the fellowship of the gospel,'' and 
whose ramparts he left, after having defended them lor 
more than fifty years, to take his seat in '* that bouse not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens, whose builder 
and maker is God.'' 

Finally, in contemplating bis character, we may take 
the text on which he so often delighted to preach, and 
which was selected as the foundation of his funeral dis- 
course, and say, " Mark the perfect man, and behold the 
upright, for the end of that man is peace." 

THE END. 
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